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OTTAWA ONLINE 

ENG-40523 Seminar in American Literature  
 

Course Description 
Analyzes major American literature with emphasis on genre, period, or author to gain 
understanding of the critical approaches necessary for a thorough investigation of 
literature. 
  
 
This is a fully online, eight-week course.  We will not meet face-to-face at any time. 
Coursework for accelerated courses requires 12-15 hours of independent work each 
week. Some students may complete coursework in fewer hours and some students may 
require additional hours beyond the estimate.  Careful consideration should be given to 
this estimate when planning your personal schedule.   
 

Course Prerequisites 

None  

Course Objectives 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Analyze American literature by focusing on form, content, language, and 
symbols. 

2. Discuss the literature’s relationship to its own time and place; to the writer; to the 
genre; to the social, economic and intellectual environment surrounding its 
composition. 

3. Evaluate the relationship to literary and social history after its time; i.e., the 
literature’s capacity to influence the reading, writing, and thinking of later 
generations.   

4. Analyze and discuss the influence of social, economic and political factors of 
literature during its time.  

5. Formulate thorough analysis of the work by constructing writing supported with 
textual evidence. 

6. Analyze literature employing a variety of critical approaches to broaden 
understanding. 
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Required Text 

Baym, N. (2013). The Norton Anthology of American Literature Shorter vol. 1&2. (8th 
ed.). New York: W.W. Norton. 

ISBN: 9780393918885 

This course includes learning materials available through the publisher of this textbook.  
Students must purchase the textbook new through the bookstore to receive a  
registration code (with the text) to have access to the additional material.   

Course Assignment Descriptions 
You will have several opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of 
the principles taught in this course. The primary means of evaluating your work will be 
through practical application of the material. In the event that you have difficulty 
completing any of the assignments for this course, please contact your instructor 
immediately. Please refer to the Weekly Materials section of the cyberclassroom for 
complete details regarding the activities and assignments for this course. The following 
is merely a summary. 
 
Discussion contributions (160 points)  
(six postings per week @ 20 points per week) 

Initial Substantive Posts: Submit an initial response to each of the prompts 
provided each week by your instructor. Your initial post should be substantive 
(approximately ½ of a page in length) and must be posted by midnight, Central Time 
by Wednesday of each week. In your substantive post you are encouraged to use 
references (you may use your textbook); show evidence of critical thinking as it 
applies to the concepts or prompt and/or use examples of the application of the 
concepts to work and life.  Proper punctuation, grammar and correct spelling are 
expected. Please use the spell-check function.  

Required Replies: You must reply to at least two different peers per prompt.  Your 
replies should build on the concept discussed, offer a question to consider, or add a 
differing perspective, etc. Rather than responding with, "Good post," explain why the 
post is "good" (why it is important, useful, insightful, etc.). Or, if you disagree, 
respectfully share your alternative perspective. Just saying "I agree" or "Good idea" 
is not sufficient for the posts you would like graded. 

Posting Guidelines: Overall, postings must be submitted on at least two separate 
days of the week. It is strongly recommended you visit the discussion forum 
throughout the week to read and respond to your peers’ postings. You are 
encouraged to post more than the required number of replies. 
 
(Please review the Policies section of Blackboard for further details.)  
 

Compare and Contrast Essay (30 points) 
For this assignment you will construct a 1-2 page (not including title and reference 
pages) comparison/contrast essay concerning your reading from Week 1. For your 
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essay, you will need to focus on one of the following: (1) the different accounts of 
discovery, (2) the different interpretations of creation, or (3) the different views of the 
“new world” to construct a comparison/contrast essay of the literature. Use at least 
two of the assigned works from the Week 1 Readings in your essay. Be sure to cite 
these works throughout your paper and include a reference page in MLA format. 
Please also include a title page in MLA format. An abstract is not necessary. 

 
Scavenger Hunt (15 points) 

For this assignment you will conduct a scavenger hunt to answer the 15 questions 
presented in the document in the Week 2 Overview. To complete the scavenger 
hunt, you will use your textbook, the Norton companion website (“Beginnings to 
1820 http://www.wwnorton.com/college/english/naal8/, see Timeline on the left side 
menu), and American Passages companion website 
(http://www.learner.org/amerpass/, units – “Native Voices”, “Exploring Borderlands” 
and “Utopian Promise” and the archive). 

 
 
Period Introduction Quiz (5 points)  

For this quiz you will access the Norton Literature website using the following 
website: http://www.wwnorton.com/college/english/literature/welcomeSplash.asp.  
From this website you will need to register using the registration code, found one the 
first page of your textbook. Once you have registered with the website, click on “The 
Norton Anthology of American Literature.”  From this website following the 
subsequent steps to complete your quiz: Click on “To 1820”, “Quizzes”, “Period 
Introduction Quiz – 1700-1820”. You will then need to take the five-question quiz.  
You may take the quiz multiple times until you achieve your desired grade result.  
Please submit a screenshot of your results in Blackboard. DO NOT email your 
results to the instructor. Instructions will be provided regarding how to take a 
screenshot.  

 
Blog Entry 1 (20 points total) 

For this assignment you will create a question to discuss with your peers based 
upon your reading for Week 3. You will need to create your question based on one 
of the critical approaches described in the lecture for Week 3. Once you have written 
your question, you will post it to your blog for this class. Instructions will be provided 
regarding how to access your blog.  
 
Please try to create a discussion question that is unique and surrounds a topic, 
theme, or author not presently discussed on one of your peers’ blogs, if possible. 
Also, formulate your question in such a way that your peers will be required to refer 
to the text and personal experience to respond. Your initial blog entry must be 
submitted by midnight on Wednesday, and you then need to reply to two of your 
peers’ blogs by midnight on Sunday. Your initial blog entry is worth up to 10 points 
and each of your replies up to 5 points. 

 
Symbolism Analysis Essay (30 points) 

For this assignment you will analyze the symbolism found in the literature for this 
week. Symbolism is most notably found in the works from Hawthorne, Dickinson, 
Whitman, Poe and Irving; however, this literary device can also be found in 
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nonfiction works as well. Choose one work from the Week 4 readings and analyze 
the symbolism used in a 1-2 page essay. In your essay you should identify, explain 
and clarify the importance of the symbolism used. Please refer to the Week 4 
Lecture: Symbolism in Literature for further clarification regarding this literary device. 
Be sure to cite the works you reference throughout your paper and include a reference 
page in MLA format. Please also include a title page in MLA format. An abstract is not 
necessary. 

 
Realism in Literature Essay (30 points) 

For this assignment you will focus on the realist approach to literature ever present 
during this time period.  As your textbook states, “realists attempted to record life as 
it was lived rather than life as it ought to be lived or had been lived in times past” 
(Baym, 2008).  After finishing the readings and viewing the videos from American 
Passages, reflect on the role of the “realist” author during this time period.  Construct 
a 1-2 page essay examining the role of realism in literature. Be sure to cite the 
sources you reference throughout your paper and include a reference page in MLA 
format. Please also include a title page in MLA format. An abstract is not necessary. 

 
Final Paper (140 points total for all 3 parts) 

We have read, analyzed and discussed works of American literature from the 1400s 
to the present. Choose an event in American history (distant or present) that you feel 
most influenced American literature and discuss how the event has impacted 
literature, including specific authors and works. You must conduct research, using 
only scholarly sources, such as EBSCOhost found in the Online Library Database 
link in the Resource Room. (Please note, many websites do not count as peer-
reviewed scholarly sources. If you have a website you would like to use as a source, 
please ask your instructor about it first.) Your paper should be 4-5 pages (not 
including title page and reference page) and include a minimum of two sources. 
Remember, the paper must reflect a clear connection between the literature and the 
history. 
 
Be sure to cite your sources throughout the paper and include them in the reference 
page in MLA format. Also include a title page in MLA format. An abstract is not 
necessary. 
 
This paper will be completed in the following steps: 

• Week 5: Topic and Outline – For this assignment you will construct a 
proposal and outline for your Final Paper. The proposal should be a 
maximum of one page, and the length of the outline will be determined based 
on the unique topic you have chosen. Please refer to the Week 5 Lecture: 
Proposal, Outline and Research Paper for further guidelines concerning 
constructing your proposal, outline and paper. (20 points) 

• Week 7: Blog Entry 2: Peer Review – Post the first draft of your Final Paper 
to your blog for this class. Remember, a first draft can be a very rough 
version of the final draft, it does not have to be perfect; however, it must be 
complete enough for a peer to read and understand the information 
presented.  It will be assumed that the first draft is a “work in progress”. Post 
your first draft by midnight on Wednesday of Week 7. 
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In order to earn all points for the Peer Review, you must respond to at least 
one of your peer’s papers before midnight on Sunday of Week 7. Please try 
and respond to a peer that does not yet have a response. You will need to 
open the attachment, and you can make comments within the paper, as well. 
In your peer review, please focus on the peer’s writing to ensure all aspects 
of the assignment are covered, the thesis is clear and present throughout, 
research is clear and present throughout, writing is clear and transitions are 
present throughout, as well as identify grammar, mechanical, citation and 
MLA formatting errors. Remember to be as thorough with your peer review as 
you hope someone will be with your paper; you should not correct or rewrite 
your peer’s paper, rather you will offer insight, explanations, and identify 
areas for which the paper can be improved. (20 points à 10 points for initial 
post of your draft, 10 points for reply to peer) 

• Week 8: Final Paper – Revise your paper based on the feedback you have 
received from your peers. Submit your final draft, being sure to follow all of 
the instructions provided. (100 points) 
 

Course Schedule At-A-Glance* 
Please refer to the Term Calendar in our cyberclassroom for specifics regarding dates. 

Week Readings & Activities Assignments 
Due 

Date/Time 
Due** 

 Week 1 Required Readings 
• The Iroquois Creation Story   
• Christopher Columbus   
• The Relation of Álvar Núñez 

Cabeza de Vaca   
• John Smith – “From The 

General History of Virginia, 
New England, and the Summer 
Isles”   
Supplemental Readings 

• Beginnings to 1700- 
Introduction   

 

• Course 
Discussion 
 

• Compare and 
Contrast Essay   

•  Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 
 

• Sunday at midnight 

Week 2 

 

Required Readings 
• Of Plymouth Plantation   
• A Model of Christian Charity   
• Before the Birth of the One of 

Her Children    
• To My Dear and Loving 

Husband   
• From the Wonders of the 

Invisible World   
Supplemental Readings 

• Beginnings to 1700 – 
Introduction   

• A Narrative of the Captivity and 
Restoration…   

• Course 
Discussion 
 

• Scavenger Hunt 

We 

•  Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 
 

• Sunday at midnight 
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Week 3 Required Readings 
• American Literature 1700-1820 

– Introduction   
• The Way to Wealth   
• No. 1  
• From the Interesting Narrative 

of the Life of Olaudah Equiano  
• On Being Brought from Africa 

to America   
Supplemental Readings 

• Sinners in the Hands of an 
Angry God   

• Common Sense   

• Course 
Discussion 
 

• Period 
Introduction Quiz 
 

• Blog Entry 1 
 

•  Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 
 

• Sunday at midnight 
 
 

• Sunday at midnight 

 Week 4 Required Readings 
• Rip Van Winkle    
• Young Goodman Brown   
• Address Delivered at the 

Dedication of the Cemetery in 
Gettysburg   

• Uncle Tom’s Cabin    
• The Wound Dresser   
• Much Madness is Divinest 

Sense   
Supplemental Readings 

• American Literature 1820-1865 
– Introduction   

• Nature   
• The Tell-Tale Heart   

•  Course 
Discussion 
 

• Symbolism 
Analysis Essay 

•  Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

• Sunday at midnight 
  

Week 5 Required Readings 
• The Notorious Jumping Frog of 

Calaveras County   
• An Occurrence at Owl Creek 

Bridge   
• Up from Slavery   
• From The Art of Fiction   

American Literature 
• American Literature 1865-1914 

– Introduction   
• Roman Fever   

• Course 
Discussion 
 

• Final Paper Topic 
and Outline 

•  Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 
 

• Sunday at midnight 

Week 6 Required Readings 
• American Literature 1914-1945 

– Introduction   
• The Sculptor’s Funeral   
• To Whistler, American   
• The Waste Land   
• I, Too; Democracy   
• Yet Do I Marvel   

Supplemental Readings 
• American Literature 1914-1945 

– Introduction   
• The Road Not Taken; Fire and 

Ice   
• The Snows of Kilimanjaro    

• Course 
Discussion 
 

• Realism in 
Literature Essay  
 

•  Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 
 

• Sunday at midnight 

Week 7 Required Readings 
• My Papa’s Waltz   
• Invisible Man   

• Course 
Discussion 
 

• Blog Entry 2: 

•  Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 
 

• Sunday at midnight 
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• we real cool   
• Good Country People   
• Lady Lazarus; Daddy   

Supplemental Readings 
• American Literature since 1945 

– Introduction   
• A Streetcar Named Desire   
• Big Sur – Chapter 12   

Peer Review 

Week 8 Required Readings 
• The Starry Night; Sylvia’s 

Death   
• The Woman Thing   
• Forgetfulness   
• Everyday Use   
• The White Porch; Heaven   
• Eating Alone; Eating Together   
• Pawn Shop  

Supplemental Readings 
• Homage to My Hips   
• Woman Hollering Creek   

• Course 
Discussion 
 

• Final Paper 
 

 

•  Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sat. 
 

• Saturday at 
midnight 

* All online weeks run from Monday to Sunday, except the last week, which ends on Saturday. 
** All assignments are due at midnight Central Time.  (All submissions to the Blackboard system are 
date/time stamped in Central Time). 

Assignments At-A-Glance 
Assignment/Activity Qty. Points Total Points 

Weeks 1-8: Discussion - 20      
per week 160 

Week 1: Compare and Contrast Essay 1 30 30 
Week 2: Scavenger Hunt 1 15 15 
Week 3: Period Introduction Quiz 1 5 5 
Week 3: Blog Entry 1 1 20 20 
Week 4: Symbolism Analysis Essay 1 30 30 
Week 5: Final Paper Topic and Outline 1 20 20 
Week 6: Realism in Literature Essay 1 30 30 
Week 7: Blog Entry 2: Peer Review 1 20 20 
Week 8: Final Paper 1 100 100 
TOTAL POINTS   430 
*Please refer to the Policies menu for more information about our Course Discussions. 

Grading Scale 
Grade Percentage Points 

A 90 to 100% 387-430 
B 80 to 89% 344-386 
C 70 to 79% 301-343 
D 60 to 69% 258-300 
F < 60% < 258 

To access your scores, click on Grades in the Student Tools area in Blackboard. 
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Important Policies 
All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out here in this syllabus.  
However, additional university policies are located in the Policies section of Blackboard.  
You are responsible for reading and understanding all of these policies.  All of them are 
important.  Failure to understand or abide by them could have negative consequences 
for your experience in this course. 

Editorial Format for Written Papers 
All written assignments in English are to follow the MLA writing style guidelines for 
grammar, spelling, and punctuation.  This online course includes information regarding 
the MLA style under “Writing and Research Resources” in the Resource Room on the 
course menu in Blackboard. 

Ottawa Online Late Policy 
With instructor approval, assignments may be accepted for up to one week after the due 
date, but a minimum automatic deduction of 10% of the points will be assessed.  The 
instructor also has the option of increasing this deduction percentage up to a maximum 
of 20%. Extenuating circumstances may be determined on rare occasions and an 
extension allowed without a deduction, but only at the sole discretion of the instructor.  
  
Discussion board postings will not be accepted for credit when posted after the close of 
the discussion week. There are no exceptions to this rule; however, solely at the 
discretion of the instructor, the student may be allowed to submit an alternative 
assignment to make up for the points under extenuating circumstances. If granted, this 
should be an exception to the rule.  
  
No assignments will be accepted after the last day of the course (end of term) unless 
arrangements have been made and “approved” by the instructor at least one week in 
advance. 

Saving Work 
It is recommended that you save all of your work from this course on your own 
computer or flash drive. The capstone course you take at the end of your program may 
require you to have access to this work for culminating assignments and/or reflections. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated at any level on any assignment.  The 
reality of cyberspace has made academic dishonesty even more tempting for some, but 
be advised that technology can and will be used to help uncover those engaging in 
deception.  If you ever have a question about the legitimacy of a source or a procedure 
you are considering using, ask your instructor.  As the University Academic Council 
approved on May 29, 2003, “The penalty for plagiarism or any other form of academic 
dishonesty will be failure in the course in which the academic dishonesty occurred.  
Students who commit academic dishonesty can be dismissed from the university by the 
provost/director.”  
Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Policies section of the online course menu 
for important information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism and 
cheating, including examples and explanations of these issues. 
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Student Handbook 
Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource 
Room on the course menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the 
student handbook online for your campus. 
 
Please see Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies. 

Blackboard Technical Support 
The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use 
Blackboard as well as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa 
University offers technical support from 8 a.m. to midnight Central Time for all students, 
staff, and faculty at no cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact information. 
 
Ottawa University Mission Statement 
The mission of Ottawa University is to provide the highest quality liberal arts and professional 
education in a caring, Christ-centered community of grace which integrates faith, learning and 
life. The University serves students of traditional age, adult learners and organizations 
through undergraduate and graduate programs. 

 


