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OTTAWA ONLINE 

Com-30563 Visual Communication 
 
 

Course Description 
Survey of the theory and practice of visual communication. Includes theoretical 
explanation, visual grammar and opportunities to apply and develop visual 
communication literacy. Provides strategies for effective visual communication.This is a 
fully online, eight-week course.  We will not meet face-to-face at any time. 

Course Prerequisites 

None 

Course Objectives 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

• Discover how messages enter your brain to be processed  
• Compare and contrast theories of human perception of visual messages 
• Draw connections between the brain's processing of visual images and theoretical approaches.  
• Examine how the brain focuses attention through neurology, psychology and communication 

message processing.  
• Explore how we sort and store visual messages.  
• Investigate how the brain processes video images, how humans have a tendency to store and 

remember in story-form and how we fill in the blanks missing from visual images.  
• Examine the context of advertising and how images persuade us and the context of political 

advertising and its effect on elections in America.  
• Explore the formation of cultural level influences from the media and examine media's influence 

on trends in violence.  
• Synthesize and describe how the different discipline-specific perspectives work together to help 

us develop a visual intelligence.  

Required Texts 

Barry, A. M. (1997).  Visual Intelligence: Perception, Image, and 
Manipulation in Visual Communication.  Albany: SUNY. 
 

Course Assignment Descriptions and Schedule At-A-Glance 
You will have several opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of 
the principles taught in this course. The primary means of evaluating your work will be 
through practical application of the material. In the event that you have difficulty 
completing any of the assignments for this course, please contact your instructor 
immediately. Please refer to the Weekly Materials section of the cyberclassroom for 
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complete details regarding the activities and assignments for this course. The following 
is merely a summary. 
 
Coursework for accelerated courses requires 12-15 hours of independent work each 
week.  Some students may complete coursework in fewer hours and some students 
may require additional hours beyond the estimate.  Careful consideration should be 
given to this estimate when planning your personal schedule.   
 
Discussion contributions   

Initial Substantive Posts: Submit an initial response to each of the prompts 
provided each week by your instructor. Your initial post should be substantive 
(approximately ½ of a page in length) and must be posted by midnight, Central Time 
by Wednesday of each week. In your substantive post you are encouraged to use 
references (you may use your textbook); show evidence of critical thinking as it 
applies to the concepts or prompt and/or use examples of the application of the 
concepts to work and life.  Proper punctuation, grammar and correct spelling are 
expected. Please use the spell-check function.  

Required Replies: You must reply to at least two different peers per prompt.  Your 
replies should build on the concept discussed, offer a question to consider, or add a 
differing perspective, etc. Rather than responding with, "Good post," explain why the 
post is "good" (why it is important, useful, insightful, etc.). Or, if you disagree, 
respectfully share your alternative perspective. Just saying "I agree" or "Good idea" 
is not sufficient for the posts you would like graded. 

Posting Guidelines: Overall, postings must be submitted on at least two separate 
days of the week. It is strongly recommended you visit the discussion forum 
throughout the week to read and respond to your peers’ postings. You are 
encouraged to post more than the required number of replies. 
 
(Please review the Policies section of Blackboard for further details.)  
 

 
Week 1 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the course.  
• Introduction and Chapter 1 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 

Assignment(s) 
 Journal Assignment  

In the video below, Beau Lotto explains "Optical Illusions Show How We 
See".  Starting with the practice of what you learned about this week in the biology 
of the eye (for example, how we sense color), this video explores how your brain 
uses complex processing—and a great number neuropathways to try to figure out 
what it is seeing.   Sometimes, our brain creates illusions when trying to make 
sense of what we see.  

http://www.ted.com/talks/beau_lotto_optical_illusions_show_how_we_see.html 

After watching Beau Lotto's video, "Optical Illusions Show How We See," describe 
in a 250-500 word journal what you learned from this video.  Include how our eyes 
perceive color and send color messages to the brain.  Answer the following 
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questions and address the answers somewhere in the text of your journal.  1) Do 
some optical illusions take place in the eye? 2) Or do they all take place in the 
brain?  3) How does color serve practical purposes humans?  4) How does our 
previous experience with light or context fool our eyes into seeing what isn't there? 
Your writing may be reflective in nature and may use first person.  

Due: Sunday, midnight CT 

Points Possible: 20 

Essay Assignment: How Does the Eye See?  

Compose a 2-3 page paper answering the question, "How does the Eye See?"  Use 
each of the readings, articles, web sites, and videos provided this week.  Cite each 
at least once as you synthesize the information into a summary paper that 
describes the process of how the eye processes visual information and sends that 
information to the brain.  Do not use the Beau Lotto video in this paper.  

Be specific in your explanations. Use your own words to paraphrase information 
from a resource, but always cite that resource using APA form and style 
parenthetical references. List the full source citation at the end in a References 
page.  Use APA form and style, including a title page ( title and reference page is 
not included in the page count for the paper. Your content should be 2-3 pages 
long).  

Submit your paper to the assignment dropbox.  

Due: Sunday, midnight CT  

Points Possible: 25  

 

 
 

Week 2 
Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the course.  

• Chapter 1  
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 
Assignment(s) 

 Journal Assignment  

After you have completed the text reading, the supplemental material, the 
discussion questions and the synthesis paper assignment, take the knowledge you 
gained view of Al Seckel's "Powerful Visual Illusions" video talk. You will be asked 
to incorporate answers from a series of questions about the video into a journal of 
your thoughts and reactions.   

http://www.ted.com/talks/al_seckel_says_our_brains_are_mis_wired.html 

Write a 250-500 word journal that captures your thoughts and feelings about Al 
Seckel's talk and incorporate your answers to the following questions in your 
response:  1) Why are we surprised by optical illusions?  2) Why do you think this 
makes us happy?  3) Do you feel one of this week's theories help explain Al 
Seckel's phenomena of happiness when we see optical illusions?  4) Which illusion 
was most powerful?  Why?   
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Your writing may be reflective in nature and may use first person.  

To access the journals, click on My Tools> Journals in the Blackboard Menu.  

Due: Sunday, midnight CT  

Points Possible: 20  

Assignment: How Do We Perceive Visual Messages?  

Write a 2-3 page paper answering the question, "How do scholars differ in 
answering the question: how do we perceive visual messages?"  Use each of the 
readings, articles, web sites, and videos provided this week.  Cite each, at least 
once, as you synthesize the information into a summary paper that describes the 
process of how the eye processes visual information and sends that information to 
the brain.  Do not use Al Seckel's talk in this paper.  

Be specific in your explanations. Use your own words to paraphrase information 
from a resource, but always cite that resource using APA form and style 
parenthetical references. List the full source citation at the end in a References 
page.  Use APA form and style, including a title page ( title and reference page is 
not included in the page count for the paper. Your content should be 2-3 pages 
long).  

Points Possible: 25  

Due: Sunday, midnight CT  

 
 

Week 3 
Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the course.  

• Chapter 3 
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 
Assignment(s) 

Journal Assignment  

After you have completed the supplemental material, the text reading, the 
discussion questions and the synthesis journal assignment, take the knowledge you 
gained and bring it to a viewing of Pawan Sinha's case study from India involving 
impoverished children and what researchers are learning about vision by helping 
the "hopeless".   

In the video provided, "Pawan Sinha on How brains learn to See", you will look at 
how one researcher is meeting a desperate need for treating visually impaired 
children in India and studying how their brains learn to see after surgery.  By 
understanding the lack of vision, we gain insights into neurological visual 
processes.  You will be asked to create a journal which includes answers to the 
discussion questions provided with the video.    

http://www.ted.com/talks/pawan_sinha_on_how_brains_learn_to_see.html  

Your writing may be reflective in nature and may use first person.  

To access the journals, click on My Tools> Journals in the Blackboard Menu.  
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Due: Sunday, midnight CT  

Points Possible: 20  

Assignment: Sketch  

Draw a picture (hand drawn or using Paint, Word, or any online schematic diagram 
maker such as http://www.digikey.com/schemeit ) that captures what you believe 
the brain does when a visual image is delivered from the eye.  Use your 
understanding of one of the theories from last week to help inform how you will draw 
model.  Take a simple visual image (E.g. assume you are looking at an apple).   

Describe in a text explanation following your diagram, what the brain does to assign 
meaning to that apple.  You do not have to know which parts of the brain are 
responsible for which processing.  Just list and describe what processes you 
believe that the brain goes through based on your readings and supplemental 
material this week.  You can draw a picture digitally or you may draw by hand, scan 
and upload your document (make sure it is easily readable).  

Submit your assignment in a common format such as PDF, Word or Jpg.  

Points Possible: 20  

Due: Sunday, midnight CT  

 
 

Week 4 
Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the course.  

• Chapter 2 
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 
Assignment(s) 

Journal Assignment  

How we sort and categorize semantic data (like numbers or words) can be made 
more efficient in memory when we use visual tools such as charts and graphs.  In 
the following talk, David McCandless talks about the minds ability to navigate large 
amounts of data.  You will be asked to journal on this video talk and include 
answers to a series of questions about the video.   

http://www.ted.com/talks/david_mccandless_the_beauty_of_data_visualization.html  

Write a 250-500 word journal that captures your thoughts and feelings about David 
McCadless' talk and incorporate your answers to the following questions in your 
essay:  1) How do we handle the glut information we receive from the internet?  2) 
What does the speaker mean when he says 'data is the new oil'? …or the 'new 
soil'?  3) Do you believe that you have 'dormant design literacy'? Why or why 
not?  4) What does he mean by the 'language of the eye' and the 'language of the 
mind'?  

Points Possible: 20  

Due: Sunday, midnight CT  

Assignment: Organizing Visual Messages  

Write a 2-3 page paper answering the question, "How do we organize visual 
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message?"  Use each of the readings, articles, web sites, and videos provided this 
week.  Cite each at least once as you synthesize the information into a summary 
paper that describes the process of how the eye processes visual information and 
sends that information to the brain.  Do not use the David McCadless' video in this 
paper.  

Be specific in your explanations. Use your own words to paraphrase information 
from a resource, but always cite that resource using APA form and style 
parenthetical references. List the full source citation at the end in a References 
page.  Use APA form and style, including a title page (title and reference page is not 
included in the page count for the paper. Your content should be 2-3 pages long).  

Submit your paper to the assignment dropbox.  

Due: Sunday, midnight CT  

Points Possible: 25  
 

Week 5 
Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the course.  

• Chapters 4 and 5 
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Watch the following two segments of the PBS Video Series, The Brain's Story: In 

the Mind's Eye (parts 1 & 4)  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DANgA5qCWAI    (15 minutes)  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SPOap61EQ74   (Approx 4 min)  

Write a 250-500 word journal that captures your thoughts and feelings about The 
Brain's Story: In the Mind's Eye (both segments) and incorporate your answers to 
the following questions in your journal:  1) How does the brain piece together 
information to generate vision?  2) What is the elaborate illusion that we are 
seeing?  3) How does not having the ability to recognize faces helpful to understand 
the bigger picture of how we see?  4) Why would scientists suggest we are seeing 
everything in reverse?   

Points Possible: 20  

Due: Sunday, midnight CT  

Assignment: Narratives  

Compose a 2-3 page paper answering the question, "How do narratives help create 
meaning from what we see?"  Use each of the readings, articles, web sites, and 
videos provided this week.  Cite each at least once as you synthesize the 
information into a summary paper that describes the process of how the eye 
processes visual information and sends that information to the brain.  Do not use 
the "The Brain's Story: In the Mind's Eye" videos in this paper.  

Be specific in your explanations. Use your own words to paraphrase information 
from a resource, but always cite that resource using APA form and style 
parenthetical references. List the full source citation at the end in a References 
page.  Use APA form and style, including a title page ( title and reference page is 
not included in the page count for the paper. Your content should be 2-3 pages 
long).  
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Points Possible: 25  

Due: Sunday, midnight CT 
 

Week 6 
Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the course.  

• Chapters 6 and 7 
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 
Assignment(s) 

Journal Assignment 

Watch the Persuaders http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/persuaders/ 

Write a 250-500 word journal that captures your thoughts and feelings about the 
documentary, "The Persuader's" and incorporate your answers to the following 
questions in your essay:  1) Why can specific word choices be more powerful than 
others?  2) How do political strategists decide what to call bills or political initiatives? 
How is market research conducted?  3) What are the persuaders?  4) How does 
watching this film make you more protected from persuasion?  

Points Possible: 20 

Assignment: Persuasion 

Write a 2-3 page paper answering the question, "What are the dangers to 
consumers of visual persuasion from advertising and political campaign 
ads??"  Use each of the readings, articles, web sites, and videos provided this 
week.  Cite each at least once as you synthesize the information into a summary 
paper that describes the process of how the eye processes visual information and 
sends that information to the brain.  Do not use content from the documentary, "The 
Persuader's" in this paper. 

Be specific in your explanations. Use your own words to paraphrase information 
from a resource, but always cite that resource using APA form and style 
parenthetical references. List the full source citation at the end in a References 
page.  Use APA form and style, including a title page ( title and reference page is 
not included in the page count for the paper. Your content should be 2-3 pages 
long). 

Points Possible: 25 

Due: Sunday, midnight CT 

 

 
 

Week 7 
Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the course.  

• Chapter 8 
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 
Assignment(s) 

Journal Assignment 

Write a 250-500 word journal that captures your thoughts and feelings about the 
documentary film, "America the Beautiful" http://www.hulu.com/watch/198883 and 



 8 of 11 

incorporate your answers to the following questions in your essay:  1) What makes 
someone beautiful in America?  2) Who sets standards of beauty?  3) What are the 
motives of those setting standards?  4) What are the dangers of the standards of 
beauty in America being set by advertising? 

Points Possible: 20 

Due: Sunday, midnight CT 

Assignment: Media Influence 

Write a 2-3 page paper answering the question, "How does media influence 
American Culture?"  Use each of the readings, articles, web sites, and videos 
provided this week.  Cite each at least once as you synthesize the information into a 
summary paper that describes the process of how the eye processes visual 
information and sends that information to the brain.  Do not use the documentary 
film, "America the Beautiful" in this paper. 

Be specific in your explanations. Use your own words to paraphrase information 
from a resource, but always cite that resource using APA form and style 
parenthetical references. List the full source citation at the end in a References 
page.  Use APA form and style, including a title page ( title and reference page is 
not included in the page count for the paper. Your content should be 2-3 pages 
long). 

Points Possible: 25 

Due: Sunday, midnight CT 

 
 

Week 8 
Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the course.  

• Conclusion 
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Saturday 
Assignment(s) 

Journal Assignment  

Sherry Turkle discusses how the digital environment changes cultural norms in 
modern relationships.   

http://www.ted.com/talks/sherry_turkle_alone_together.html  

Write a 250-500 word journal that captures your thoughts and feelings about digital 
environments and how they change cultural norms. How has a digital environment 
impacted your life?  

Points Possible: 20  

Due: Saturday, midnight CT  

Assignment: Final Essay  

There are four questions that need to be answered for your final essay.  The 
response to each question should be a minimum of one page and a maximum of 
two pages.  Think carefully and be selective about what you include in your 
responses.  Strong answers use, appropriately, the terms studied in each section 



 9 of 11 

and integrates the material from each week's unit together.  You should draw 
connections across the various perspectives taught each week.  Weaker answers 
may be thoughtful, but use little material from the course.  Provide citations for any 
information that was presented to you in the course (textbook, web sites, articles, or 
videos), any information that you have found in your original research or study, 
using APA format. Include a title page, introduction, headings for each question, 
conclusion and a reference page in APA format.  

The following questions should be answered in your essay:  

-Include a title page and a brief introduction to your paper-  

1.     Provide an explanation of how our eyes take in visual information and how 
mind interprets, processes and remembers that data.  

2. How might watching a play on a cell phone screen differ in how you perceive the 
show from watching it in person at the theater?  

3.     How does the use of the story as a form of thinking about what we see 
influence our selection and storage of visual information?  

4.     Describe one significant way a culture has changed through the use of media 
messages.  

-Include a brief conclusion to your paper and a reference page-      

Points Possible: 130  

Due: Saturday, midnight CT 

 
* All online weeks run from Monday to Sunday, except the last week, which ends on Saturday. 
** All assignments are due at midnight Central Time.  (All submissions to the Blackboard system are 
date/time stamped in Central Time). 

Assignments At-A-Glance 
Assignment/Activity Qty. Points Total Points 
Weeks 1-8: Discussion* - 20      per 

week 
160 

Weeks 1- 8 Journals 8 20 160 
Week 1, 2, 4,5,6,7 Essays 6 25 150 
Week 3: Sketch 1 20 20 
Week 8: Final Essay  1 150 130 
TOTAL POINTS   620 
*Please refer to the Policies menu for more information about requirements for Discussions. 

Grading Scale 
Grade Percentage Points 

A 90 to 100% 620-558 
B 80 to 89% 557-495 
C 70 to 79% 465-432 
D 60 to 69% 431-369 
F < 60% < 368 

To access your scores, click on Grades in the Student Tools area in Blackboard. 
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Important Policies 
All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out here in this syllabus.  
However, additional university policies are located in the Policies section of Blackboard.  
You are responsible for reading and understanding all of these policies.  All of them are 
important.  Failure to understand or abide by them could have negative consequences 
for your experience in this course. 
 
Coursework 
Coursework for accelerated courses requires 12-15 hours of independent work each 
week.  Some students may complete coursework in fewer hours and some students 
may require additional hours beyond the estimate.  Careful consideration should be 
given to this estimate when planning your personal schedule.   

Editorial Format for Written Papers 
All written assignments are to follow the APA writing style guidelines for grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation.  This online course includes information regarding the APA 
style under “Writing and Research Resources” in the Resource Room on the course 
menu in Blackboard. 

Ottawa Online Late Policy 
With instructor approval, assignments may be accepted for up to one week after the due 
date, but a minimum automatic deduction of 10% of the points will be assessed.  The 
instructor also has the option of increasing this deduction percentage up to a maximum 
of 20%. Extenuating circumstances may be determined on rare occasions and an 
extension allowed without a deduction, but only at the sole discretion of the instructor.  
  
Discussion board postings will not be accepted for credit when posted after the close of 
the discussion week. There are no exceptions to this rule; however, solely at the 
discretion of the instructor, the student may be allowed to submit an alternative 
assignment to make up for the points under extenuating circumstances. If granted, this 
should be an exception to the rule.  
  
No assignments will be accepted after the last day of the course (end of term) unless 
arrangements have been made and “approved” by the instructor at least one week in 
advance. 

Saving Work 
It is recommended that you save all of your work from this course on your own 
computer or flash drive. The capstone course you take at the end of your program may 
require you to have access to this work for culminating assignments and/or reflections. 
 
Academic Honesty 
Academic Honesty means, at the minimum, that work submitted by a student or the 
taking of examinations by the student is the original work of that student. Ottawa 
University does not condone any form of dishonesty.  Academic dishonesty includes 
cheating on examinations or assignments (including any attempt to give or obtain 
assistance in a formal academic exercise without prior authorization and due 
acknowledgment), using student’s original work for more than one course without prior 
approval from the instructor; representing the work of another as one’s own; plagiarism; 
the falsification of data, information, or citations in any formal academic exercise; 
providing false information to an instructor concerning a formal academic exercise, 
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and/or  supplying  false information pertaining to the student’s academic 
program.   Penalties for cheating on examinations and plagiarism can be failure in the 
course in which the dishonesty has occurred and/ or dismissal from the University. 
 
If academic dishonesty is suspected, the instructor of the course will make 
recommendation to the local Dean of Instruction for action. The local Dean of Instruction 
will work with the instructor to seek resolution of the incident, including conference with 
the student to review evidence and related materials.  The local Dean of Instruction will 
make the decision concerning penalties for the student accused of academic dishonest, 
which may include failure in the course, withdrawal of semester credits, and/or dismissal 
from the University 
Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Policies section of the online course menu 
for important information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism and 
cheating, including examples and explanations of these issues. 
 
Student Handbook 
Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource 
Room on the course menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the 
student handbook online for your campus. 
 
Please see Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies. 

Blackboard Technical Support 
The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use 
Blackboard as well as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa 
University offers technical support from 8 a.m. to midnight Central Time for all students, 
staff, and faculty at no cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact information. 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Ottawa University Mission Statement 

The mission of Ottawa University is to provide the highest quality liberal arts and professional education 
in a caring, Christ-centered community of grace, which integrates faith, learning and life. The University 
serves students of traditional age, adult learners and organizations through undergraduate and graduate 
programs. 


