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OTTAWA ONLINE 

EDU-20033 Integrating Fine Arts 
  

Course Description 
Design, implement and evaluate art experiences that are interrelated with other 
disciplines and developmentally appropriate, meaningful and challenging for all 
students. Lessons (designed and taught) demonstrate that the learners are developing 
positive disposition towards artistic exploration and expression. 
 
This is a fully online, eight -week course.  We will not meet face-to-face at any time. 

Course Prerequisites 
none 

Course Objectives 
1. selects	  a	  variety	  of	  arts	  experiences	  appropriate	  to	  multiple	  readiness	  stages	  of	  

children 
2. applies	  effective	  instructional	  strategies	  that	  actively	  engage	  children	  in	  creating,	  

performing,	  and	  responding	  to	  the	  arts 
3. uses	  a	  basic	  vocabulary	  specific	  to	  the	  arts 
4. creates	  experiences	  that	  help	  children	  understand	  the	  role	  of	  the	  arts	  historically,	  

culturally,	  and	  in	  every	  day	  living 
5. assesses	  arts	  activities,	  products,	  and	  performances	  and	  involves	  children	  in	  self-‐

assessment 
6. explains	  and	  discerns	  the	  interrelationships	  of	  the	  arts	  with	  other	  disciplines 

 

Required Texts 
Cornett, C. (2011). Creating Meaning Through Literature and the Arts: An Integrated Resource 
for Classroom Teachers (4th Ed.). Allyn/Bacon. ISBN-10: 0137048327 
ISBN-13:  9780137048328 
 
 

Standards and Outcomes 
OU Major Outcomes 
1d: Integrate innovative and creative instructional strategies and tools. 
6a: Develop and exhibit the characteristics of a reflective inquirer and practitioner.  
 
ACEI Standards 
2.5 The Arts—Candidates know, understand, and use—as appropriate to their own 
understanding and skills—the content, functions, and achievements of dance, music, 
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theater, and the several visual arts as primary media for communication, inquiry, and 
insight among elementary students. 
 
Arizona Teacher Standards: 
Standard 7: The teacher has general academic knowledge as demonstrated by the 
attainment of a bachelor’s degree. The teacher also has specific academic knowledge 
in his or her subject area or areas sufficient to develop student knowledge and 
performance to meet Arizona academic standards 
 
Kansas Professional Standards 
Standard #11 The educator demonstrates the ability to integrate across and within 
content fields to enrich the curriculum, develop reading and thinking skills, and facilitate 
all students' abilities to understand relationships between subject areas. 
 
Standard #12 The educator understands the role of technology in society and 
demonstrates skills using instructional tools and technology to gather, analyze, and 
present information, enhance instructional practices, facilitate professional productivity 
and communication, and help all students use instructional technology effectively. 
 
Standard #13 The educator is a reflective practitioner who uses an understanding of 
historical, philosophical, and social foundations of education to guide educational 
practices. 
 
 
Education Mission Statements 
 
Teacher Education Mission: 
The Ottawa University Teacher Education Program’s mission is to be a learning 
community in which committed teachers are reflective inquirers with knowledge and 
skills to use best practices in order to provide every student a quality education.  
 
School of Education: 
The Ottawa University School of Education is committed to educating innovative, 
adaptable, and involved professionals in mind, body, and spirit. These individuals will 
promote holistic learning, global awareness, and cultural competency as responsible 
contributors to a diverse, pluralistic world. 
 
Observation Requirements 
This course does not have any required observation or practicum. 

Course Assignment Descriptions and Schedule At-A-Glance 
You will have several opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of 
the principles taught in this course. The primary means of evaluating your work will be 
through practical application of the material. In the event that you have difficulty 
completing any of the assignments for this course, please contact your instructor 
immediately. Please refer to the Weekly Materials section of the cyberclassroom for 
complete details regarding the activities and assignments for this course. The following 
is merely a summary. 
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Discussion Contributions 
 
Initial Substantive Posts: Submit an initial response to each of the prompts provided each week by your 
instructor. Your initial post should be substantive (approximately ½ of a page in length) and must be 
posted by midnight, Central Time by Wednesday of each week. In your substantive post you are 
encouraged to use references (you may use your textbook); show evidence of critical thinking as it 
applies to the concepts or prompt and/or use examples of the application of the concepts to work and life.  
Proper punctuation, grammar and correct spelling are expected. Please use the spell-check function.  

Required Replies: You must reply to at least two different peers per prompt.  Your replies should build 
on the concept discussed, offer a question to consider, or add a differing perspective, etc. Rather than 
responding with, "Good post," explain why the post is "good" (why it is important, useful, insightful, 
etc.). Or, if you disagree, respectfully share your alternative perspective. Just saying "I agree" or "Good 
idea" is not sufficient for the posts you would like graded. 

Posting Guidelines: Overall, postings must be submitted on at least two separate days of the week. It is 
strongly recommended you visit the discussion forum throughout the week to read and respond to your 
peers’ postings. You are encouraged to post more than the required number of replies. 

 
(Please review the Policies section of Blackboard for further details.)  

 
 
 
 

Weeks 1 & 2 
Readings • Review all pages of Lesson and watch videos/complete activities as 

applicable.  
• Chapter 1: Creating meaning Through the Arts (Why? What? How?)  
• Chapter 3: Arts Integration Building Blocks  
• Chapter 6: Integrating Visual Art Throughout the Curriculum  

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday of Week 1 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday of 

week 2. 
Assignment(s) VoiceThread Assignment (please see course materials for instructions on 

setting up your VoiceThread account) 
Visit the following VoiceThread: http://voicethread.com/share/3066464/  
On the first slide, view the video La Evolution Silencioso. This video is for an 
underwater sculpture exhibit by Jason deCaires Taylor. Taylor is a visual artist whose 
love for the sea has inspired all the elements of his art. His sculptures are carved from 
cement and then cranes are used to place them at the bottom of the Caribbean Sea 
under the artist's direction. Watch the video and share your comments as to how this 
unique and creative outpouring speaks to you.  
In the VoiceThread, comment using the video or audio feature (please use text as a 
LAST resort- the goal of this tool is to view and listen to your classmates). Answer the 
following questions in your commentary:  
Do you find it fascinating or disturbing and why? What assumptions can you make 
about this art? What, if any, do you appreciate about this art? How do the natural 
inhabitants and natural elements change or enhance the meaning of the sculptures? 
How does time (under the ocean) change the meaning or visual interest of this art? 
Visit the website of the artist to further explore his works: 
http://www.underwatersculpture.com/pages/gallery/evolucion-silenciosa.html  
You are required to post your response to this slide by the wend of Week 1. You are 
not required to respond to peers, but are encouraged to check into the VoiceThread 
and listen to your peers' thoughts. You will be asked to post a reflection in the 
discussion board.  
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Points Possible: 10  
Due: Sunday, midnight of Week 1 
 
Assignment: Making Connections Between Disciplines  
One of the National Standards for Visual Arts is making connections between visual 
arts and other disciplines. This week, using the template located in the course 
materials, find three similarities and three differences between visual arts and other 
disciplines. For each discipline, include one citation that supports your claims. Citations 
could include, scholars, national arts organizations, education bloggers, essays etc.  
Your text "Creating Meaning Through Literature and the Arts, as well as the Internet 
will be excellent resources for you as you complete this assignment. Take the time to 
find meaningful connections that will assist you in future weeks of the course, as you 
will have the opportunity to develop your own integrated lessons/unit.  
To submit your assignment, click on the assignments tab on the course menu.  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT of Week 2  
Points Possible: 25  
 
Assignment: Article Review and Self Reflection  
In a 1-2 page essay, reflect on the commentary by Christine Caton titled: Professional 
Payoff, The Rewards of Arts Education (located in the course materials). What did this 
educator learn about arts education during her professional development? What did 
she discover about arts integrated with technology, collaboration amongst peers and 
curriculum development when integrating arts into core subjects? How will you apply 
what she learned in your own teaching when developing curriculum for your chosen 
grade level and subject? Compose a critical reflection that examines and defends your 
opinions about arts education.  
Compose your reflection in APA format with a title page, introduction, and conclusion.  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT of Week 2  
Points Possible: 25  
 
 

 
Weeks 3 & 4 

Readings • Review all pages of Lesson and watch videos/complete activities as applicable.  
• Chapter 2: Philosophy, Research, and Theories that Support Arts Integration 
• Chapter 8: Integrating Drama Throughout the Curriculum 
• Chapter 9: Drama and Storytelling Seed Strategies 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday of Week 3 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday of week 4. 

Assignment(s) VoiceThread Assignment: 
Before visiting the VoiceThread for this week, watch the following video.  
This video is of Ms. Sharples instructing her students as to how to create an abstract piece of art 
that chronicles/symbolizes their personal life journeys. This art activity is appropriate for Grades 
3-5 and demonstrates a powerful example of how visual art can play a meaningful role in the 
general classroom. This type of activity could also be extended, where 1 or 2 of the most moving 
pieces of student art are then developed into a drama or play. If you cannot access the video 
below, please access it through the following link: 
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/teaching-abstract-art#  
Visit the following VoiceThread: http://voicethread.com/share/3066464/  
On the second slide, "Exploring Symbolism" respond to the following prompts. Please try to post 
in audio or video format.  

• Ms. Sharples demonstrates/models the art activity to the students prior to asking them 
to complete it. What is the benefit of this to student learning?  

• How does Ms. Sharples involve the students in meaningfully evaluating each other's 
abstract art? Why does she do this?  

• Do you feel this is an activity that you could teach? Why or why not?  
You are required to post your response to this slide by the wend of Week 3. You are not required 
to respond to peers, but are encouraged to check into the VoiceThread and listen to your peers' 
thoughts. You will be asked to post a reflection in the discussion board.  
Review the rubric in the week 1 materials for grading criteria.  
Points Possible:10  



 

5 of 9 

Assignment: Instructional Activities in Drama and Story Telling  
Develop two instructional activities that could be integrated into your classroom teaching 
experience. One activity must be drama-based and the other activity story-based. In a word 
document, include the following:  
1. Title for the activity/game  
2. Appropriate grade level  
3. Procedure for instructing the activity/game  
4. The core subject area (ex. Math, social studies, literacy, science etc.)  
5. The state standards to which the lesson is aligned.  
6. Integrated area (ex. Drama or Story-telling)  
7. You must provide a detailed explanation of how the integrated art form i.e. the drama or 
storytelling component is connected to the core discipline.  
8. In addition to the two activity overviews provide a 1-2 page summary that explains the 
correlation between drama and story based activities and academic achievement. Why are 
these strategies effective in the classroom? Why are these activities important to integrate into 
core subject areas? How will you go about enduring these activities are part of your curriculum? 
Support your opinion with 2-3 scholarly references cited in APA format.  
Please ensure that your ideas are original. While it is appropriate to glean ideas found on the 
Internet (citing the original sources) it is not appropriate to copy full lessons from other sources.  
To submit your assignment, click on the assignments tab on the course menu.  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT of week 4.  
Points Possible: 60 
 
 

 
Weeks 5 & 6 

Readings • Review all pages of Lesson and watch videos/complete activities as 
applicable.  
Chapter 10: Integrating Dance and Creative Movement 
Chapter 11: Dance and Movement Seed Strategies 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday of Week 5 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday of 

week 6. 
Assignment(s) VoiceThread Assignment:  

Review in your text book the section entitled Building Block IX: Assessment for 
Learning that begins on pg 282-284 of your text.Include Ready Reference 10.13 
Criteria to Create and Evaluate Dance-Based Lessons on pg 283 of your text.  
Visit the following VoiceThread: http://voicethread.com/share/3066464/  
On the third slide, using the lesson "Dance of the Butterfly", describe in your own 
words why it is critical to utilize formative assessments as a tool for evaluating and 
observing dance and dance-based lessons. Include examples of formative assessment 
that can be implemented to align with this lesson.  
You are required to post your response to this slide by the end of Week 5. You are not 
required to respond to peers, but are encouraged to check into the VoiceThread and 
listen to your peers' thoughts. You will be asked to post a reflection in the discussion 
board.  
Review the rubric in the week 1 materials for grading criteria.  
Points Possible: 10  
Due: Sunday, midnight of Week 5  
 
Instructional Activities in Dance and Movement  
Develop two instructional activities that could be integrated into your classroom 
teaching experience. Both activities must be dance and movement based. In a word 
document, include the following:  
1. Title for the activity/game  
2. Appropriate grade level  
3. Procedure for instructing the activity/game  
4. The core subject area (ex. Math, social studies, literacy, science etc.)  
5. The state standards to which the lesson is aligned.  
6. Integrated area (Dance/Movement)  
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7. You must provide a detailed explanation of how the integrated art form i.e. the 
dance component is connected to the core discipline.  
8. In addition to the two activity overviews, provide a 1-2 page summary that explains 
the correlation between dance and movement activities and academic achievement. 
Why are these strategies effective in the classroom? Why are these activities important 
to integrate into core subject areas? How will you go about enduring these activities 
are part of your curriculum? Support your opinion with 2-3 scholarly references cited in 
APA format.  
Please ensure that your ideas are original. While it is appropriate to glean ideas found 
on the Internet (citing the original sources) it is not appropriate to copy full lessons from 
other sources.  
To submit your assignment, click on the assignments tab on the course menu.  
Due: Sunday, midnight of week 6  
Points Possible: 60  
 
 
 

 
Weeks 7 & 8 

Readings • Review all pages of Lesson and watch videos/complete activities as 
applicable.  

• Chapter 12: Integrating Music throughout the Curriculum  
• Chapter 13: Music Seed Strategies  

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday of Week 7 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday of 

week 8. 
Assignment(s) VoiceThread Assignment:  

Visit the following VoiceThread: http://voicethread.com/share/3066464/  
After watching and reflecting on the videos of Genein Letford and Ms. Giffin (located in 
the course materials), do you have a better grasp on how you might effectively 
interweave disciplines? If yes, what did you take away from their instructional 
methods? If no, why not? How did these teachers engage thier students? How were 
the students involved in self-assessment? Post your response to the VoiceThread 
board by the end of week 7.  
Review the rubric in the week 1 materials for grading criteria.  
Points Possible: 10  
Due: Sunday, midnight of Week 7  
 
Signature Assignment: Integrating Arts Unit Plan and Presentation  
The cumulative project in this course will consist of an Arts Integrated Unit Plan and 
Presentation. This assignment is due by the end of week 7.  
In this assignment, you will create a three-lesson unit plan that showcases an 
integration of fine arts into core subjects. The overall unit should be focused on one 
topic, with three lessons within that topic. For example (the following is merely a 
synopsis, your final unit will be explained in detail using the Ottawa Lesson Planning 
Template located in the course materials):  
 
Unit topic: Native American History  
Lesson 1: Core subject- Geography  

• Arts Focus: Class Mural  
Lesson 2: Core subject- Civics  

• Arts Focus: Dramatic role play of a Tribal council meeting  
Lesson 3:Core subject- Literature and Legends  

• Arts Focus: Rain Dance Performance  
 

Your unit should provide several different type of arts integration such as poetry, 
drama, dance, music, and visual arts. Using the Ottawa lesson-planning template as a 
guide, compose three lessons in your chosen subject area. Be sure to include all 
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details that would be necessary for a teacher to be able to teach this lesson.  
Additionally, compose a narrated presentation that focuses on outlining your unit plans 
and presents advocacy for integrating fine arts into the curriculum. Imagine that you 
have been asked to prepare this presentation to share with your local school board or 
school council as they consider the benefits of integration for student learning. Your 
unit plans will serve as your examples and will provide evidence and support for the 
value and benefit of arts integration; specifically that of dance and movement into the 
curriculum and general classroom.  
Using PowerPoint or another visual medium, create a brief video or slideshow that 
showcases the following:  
1. Eight to twelve slides or pictures (be creative!)  
2. Three to five research-based statistics supporting arts integration  
3. A minimum of 2 scholarly sources that specifically speak to the benefit of arts 
integration (for example: facts, quotes or evidence from professional journals or 
organizations)  
4. Evidence as to why arts should be integrated? (for example: fosters communication, 
assists in making real-life connections, increases sensitivity etc.) Don't forget to cite 
specific sources.  
5. An overview of your unit plan and how these specific lessons would benefit and 
foster student learning.  
Your presentation should be narrated in a video style format and be hosted on a video-
sharing site such as Vimeo or YouTube. When submitting the assignment, you will 
provide the link in the assignment dropbox as well as attach your unit plan. When 
composing your unit plan, be sure to provide a title page and distinctive headings that 
clearly delineate each lesson.  
To submit your assignment, click on the assignments tab on the course menu.  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT of week 7  
 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT of week 7 
Points Possible: 125 

 
* All online weeks run from Monday to Sunday, except the last week, which ends on Saturday. 
** All assignments are due at midnight Central Time.  (All submissions to the Blackboard system are 
date/time stamped in Central Time). 

Assignments At-A-Glance 
Assignment/Activity Qty. Points Total Points 

Weeks 1-8: Discussion* - 

Varies per 
week, 
please 

see 
course 

materials 

160 

Weeks 1-8 VoiceThread 4 10 40 
Weeks 1 & 2: Making Connections Between 
Disciplines 1 25 25 

Weeks 1 & 2: Article Review and Self Reflection 1 25 25 
Weeks 3 & 4: Instructional Activities in Drama and 
Story Telling 1 60 60 

Weeks 5 & 6: Instructional Activities in Dance and 
Movement 1 60 60 

Week 7: Integrating Arts Unit Plan and 
Presentation  
 

1 125 125 

TOTAL POINTS   495 
*Please refer to the Policies menu for more information about requirements for Discussions. 
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Grading Scale 
Grade Percentage Points 

A 90 to 100% 445-495 
B 80 to 89% 394-444 
C 70 to 79% 343-393 
D 60 to 69% 292-342 
F < 60% < 291 

To access your scores, click on Grades in the Student Tools area in Blackboard. 

Important Policies 
All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out here in this syllabus.  
However, additional university policies are located in the Policies section of Blackboard.  
You are responsible for reading and understanding all of these policies.  All of them are 
important.  Failure to understand or abide by them could have negative consequences 
for your experience in this course. 

Editorial Format for Written Papers 
All written assignments are to follow the APA writing style guidelines for grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation.  This online course includes information regarding the APA 
style under “Writing and Research Resources” in the Resource Room on the course 
menu in Blackboard. 

Ottawa Online Late Policy 
With instructor approval, assignments may be accepted for up to one week after the due 
date, but a minimum automatic deduction of 10% of the points will be assessed.  The 
instructor also has the option of increasing this deduction percentage up to a maximum 
of 20%. Extenuating circumstances may be determined on rare occasions and an 
extension allowed without a deduction, but only at the sole discretion of the instructor.  
  
Discussion board postings will not be accepted for credit when posted after the close of 
the discussion week. There are no exceptions to this rule; however, solely at the 
discretion of the instructor, the student may be allowed to submit an alternative 
assignment to make up for the points under extenuating circumstances. If granted, this 
should be an exception to the rule.  
  
No assignments will be accepted after the last day of the course (end of term) unless 
arrangements have been made and “approved” by the instructor at least one week in 
advance. 

Saving Work 
It is recommended that you save all of your work from this course on your own 
computer or flash drive. The capstone course you take at the end of your program may 
require you to have access to this work for culminating assignments and/or reflections. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated at any level on any assignment.  The 
reality of cyberspace has made academic dishonesty even more tempting for some, but 
be advised that technology can and will be used to help uncover those engaging in 
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deception.  If you ever have a question about the legitimacy of a source or a procedure 
you are considering using, ask your instructor.  As the University Academic Council 
approved on May 29, 2003, “The penalty for plagiarism or any other form of academic 
dishonesty will be failure in the course in which the academic dishonesty occurred.  
Students who commit academic dishonesty can be dismissed from the university by the 
provost/director.”  
Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Policies section of the online course menu 
for important information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism and 
cheating, including examples and explanations of these issues. 
 
Student Handbook 
Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource 
Room on the course menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the 
student handbook online for your campus. 
 
Please see Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies. 

Blackboard Technical Support 
The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use 
Blackboard as well as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa 
University offers technical support from 8 a.m. to midnight Central Time for all students, 
staff, and faculty at no cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact information. 

 
 

Ottawa	  University	  Mission	  Statement	  
The	  mission	   of	   Ottawa	   University	   is	   to	   provide	   the	   highest	   quality	   liberal	   arts	   and	   professional	   education	   in	   a	  
caring,	  Christ-‐centered	  community	  of	  grace	  which	  integrates	  faith,	  learning	  and	  life.	  The	  University	  serves	  students	  
of	  traditional	  age,	  adult	  learners	  and	  organizations	  through	  undergraduate	  and	  graduate	  programs.	  


