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OTTAWA ONLINE 

EDU-30031 Elementary Math Methods and Practicum 
 

Course Description 
 
Helps teacher candidates know, understand and use the major content and processes, 
as defined in state and national standards, with kindergarten through sixth grade 
students. Observe and practice mathematical procedures in authentic settings. Field 
experience required. 
 
This is a fully online, eight-week course.  We will not meet face-to-face at any time. 

Course Prerequisites 
None 

Course Objectives 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

§ demonstrate an understanding of instructional strategies that support best 
practices in teaching 

§ reflect on teaching and student performance to guide future instruction 
§ plan effective instruction based upon knowledge of diversity (special needs, 

ethnic, cultural, socio-economic, etc.) 
§ design appropriate lessons that align objectives and assessment to the Common 

Core Curricular Standards for Mathematics 
§ select, administer and interpret assessment instruments appropriate to specific 

mathematics content 
 

Outcomes for the Education Major 
1c: Apply standards required by the profession of choice in the academic discipline(s) in 
which the candidate will be certified/licensed.  
2a: Evaluate instructional strategies and materials to insure learning experiences which 
make the discipline accessible and meaningful to learners. 

Required Texts 
Van de Walle, J. (2012). Field experience guide for elementary and middle school 
mathematics: Teaching developmentally. 8th edition. Boston, MA: Pearson. 
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Education Standards 
 
InTASC Standards 
Standard #4: Content Knowledge  
The teacher understands the central concepts, tools of inquiry, and structures of the discipline(s) he or 
she teaches and creates learning experiences that make the discipline accessible and meaningful for 
learners to assure mastery of the content. 
 
Standard #6: Assessment  
The teacher understands and uses multiple methods of assessment to engage learners in their own 
growth, to monitor learner progress, and to guide the teacher’s and learner’s decision making. 
 
Standard #7: Planning for Instruction 
The teacher plans instruction that supports every student in meeting rigorous learning goals by drawing 
upon knowledge of content areas, curriculum, cross disciplinary skills, and pedagogy, as well as 
knowledge of learners and the community context. 
 
Standard #8: Instructional Strategies 
The teacher understands and uses a variety of instructional strategies to encourage learners to develop 
deep understanding of content areas and their connections, and to build skills to apply knowledge in 
meaningful ways. 
 
ACEI Standards 
2.3 Mathematics—Candidates know, understand, and use the major concepts, procedures, and 
reasoning processes of mathematics that define number systems and number sense, geometry, 
measurement, statistics and probability, and algebra in order to foster student understanding and use of 
patterns, quantities, and spatial relationships that can represent phenomena, solve problems, and 
manage data. 
 
Kansas Professional Standards 
Standard 1: The educator demonstrates the ability to use the central concepts, tools of inquiry, and 
structures of each discipline he or she teaches and can create opportunities that make these aspects of 
subject matter meaningful for all students. 
 
Standard #2 The educator demonstrates an understanding of how individuals learn and develop 
intellectually, socially, and personally and provides learning opportunities that support this development. 
 
Standard #3 The educator demonstrates the ability to provide different approaches to learning and 
creates instructional opportunities that are equitable, that are based on developmental levels, and that 
are adapted to diverse learners, including those with exceptionalities. 
 
Standard #4 The educator understands and uses a variety of appropriate instructional strategies to 
develop various kinds of students' learning including critical thinking, problem solving, and reading. 
 
Standard #7 The educator plans effective instruction based upon the knowledge of all students, 
community, subject matter, curriculum outcomes, and current methods of teaching reading. 
 
Standard #8 The educator understands and uses formal and informal assessment strategies to evaluate 
and ensure the continual intellectual, social, and other aspects of personal development of all learners. 
 
Standard #11 The educator demonstrates the ability to integrate across and within content fields to 
enrich the curriculum, develop reading and thinking skills, and facilitate all students' abilities to 
understand relationships between subject areas. 
 
Standard #12 The educator understands the role of technology in society and demonstrates skills using 
instructional tools and technology to gather, analyze, and present information, enhance instructional 
practices, facilitate professional productivity and communication, and help all students use instructional 
technology effectively. 
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Education Mission Statements 
 
Teacher Education Mission: 
The Ottawa University Teacher Education Program’s mission is to be a learning 
community in which committed teachers are reflective inquirers with knowledge and 
skills to use best practices in order to provide every student a quality education.  
 
School of Education: 
The Ottawa University School of Education is committed to educating innovative, 
adaptable, and involved professionals in mind, body, and spirit. These individuals will 
promote holistic learning, global awareness, and cultural competency as responsible 
contributors to a diverse, pluralistic world.  
 
Practicum Requirements 
This course consists mostly of Practicum (school site-based) activities. You will be required to spend a 
minimum of 20 clock hours in the classroom, teaching at least three math lessons, with the remainder 
of your time spent completing other related classroom activities. You will arrange two observations with 
your University Supervisor. Your Mentor Teacher will observe your third and any extra lessons you may 
teach.  
If you have not yet joined your education group on the Portal, please do so right away. There are forms 
on the Portal that you will need to fill out for each course that includes observation or practicum (field 
placement and diversity forms). Log into the Portal at https://myottawa.ottawa.edu/ics . Once you login 
into the portal, go to the OU life tab, Browse Groups and join the appropriate group: Teacher 
Education AZ or Teacher Education KS & Online. 

You will need to meet with your CAPs Advisor as soon as you know you're taking a course that requires 
placement. Fill out the field experience request form with your CAPs Advisor and send it to the Office of 
Field Placement email for your respective campus, ofp@ottawa.edu for students outside AZ and KS, 
ofpaz@ottawa.edu for AZ students, and ofpks@ottawa.edu for KS students. Field experience request 
forms can be found in your portal group. The Office of Field Placement will contact you with your 
assigned placement. 

You should have your fingerprint clearance card or other types of clearances that your state requires 
before you complete any field experience. 

You will submit three pieces of evidence after completing your field experience observation, two of which 
will be included as part of your course grade. A Time Log is provided for you through this link. Please 
print this form and take it with you to each of your teaching experiences. This form must be completed in 
its entirety and be signed/dated by your cooperating teacher(s). You will need to scan this form and 
submit it to Blackboard during this course. You will also be completing assignments regarding what you 
have learned from your field experience. Lastly you will submit your Field Experience Diversity form to the 
Office of Field Placement at your respective campus, ofp@ottawa.edu for students outside AZ and KS, 
ofpaz@ottawa.edu for AZ students, and ofpks@ottawa.edu for KS students. 

Your practicum (teaching experience) dates and times will be organized between you and your University 
Supervisor. Your Supervisor will contact you when he/she has been assigned to work with you. You will 
submit lesson plans to your Supervisor for review/approval at least five days before your scheduled 
observation to allow your Supervisor time to give feedback. These are the lessons you will teach. It is 
highly recommended that you work with your cooperating teacher to determine appropriate content for 
your lessons to coincide with the curriculum currently being taught in the classroom. 

Practicum is mandatory. Students who do not complete their practicum and do not submit the required 
documentation are subject to failing this course. An NC will only be issued if all requirements of the 
Ottawa University NC policy are met. Otherwise, students who do not complete their practicum 
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requirement and submit the provided documentation will earn an F for the course and will have to retake 
the course at another time. 

Course Assignment Descriptions and Schedule At-A-Glance 
You will have several opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of 
the principles taught in this course. The primary means of evaluating your work will be 
through practical application of the material. In the event that you have difficulty 
completing any of the assignments for this course, please contact your instructor 
immediately. Please refer to the Weekly Materials section of the cyberclassroom for 
complete details regarding the activities and assignments for this course. The following 
is merely a summary. 
 
Discussion contributions  
Initial Substantive Posts: Submit an initial response to each of the prompts provided 
during each two-week module. Each initial post should be substantive (approximately ½ 
of a page in length) and must be posted by midnight, Central Time on Sunday of the 
first week in the two-week module. In your substantive posts you are encouraged to use 
references (you may use your textbook); show evidence of critical thinking as it applies 
to the concepts or prompt and/or use examples of the application of the concepts to 
work and life.  Proper punctuation, grammar and correct spelling are expected. Please 
use the spell-check function.  
Required Replies: You must reply to at least two different peers per prompt.  Your 
replies should build on the concept discussed, offer a question to consider, or add a 
differing perspective, etc. Rather than responding with, "Good post," explain why the 
post is "good" (why it is important, useful, insightful, etc.). Or, if you disagree, 
respectfully share your alternative perspective. Just saying "I agree" or "Good idea" is 
not sufficient for the posts you would like graded. Your replies must be posted by 
midnight, Central Time on Sunday of the second week in the two-week module (except 
during Week 8, when they are due on Saturday). 
Posting Guidelines: Overall, postings must be submitted on at least two separate days 
during the two-week module. It is strongly recommended you visit the discussion forum 
throughout each week to read and respond to your peers’ postings. You are 
encouraged to post more than the required number of replies. 

 
(Please review the Policies section of Blackboard for further details, however, please 
note that the policies are specifically described for most of our courses which do not use 
this two-week module format. Some of the information in the Policies section will not 
apply to this course. Please see the information provided in this syllabus and Weekly 
Materials for accurate details for this course. The rubric in Weekly Materials still applies, 
however.)  
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Week 1  
Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the course.  
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Lesson Planning using the Ottawa Template (2 lesson plans)  

In this assignment, you will use two already established lessons as a springboard 
for planning and for using the Ottawa University lesson-planning template. The link 
for the lesson-planning template is in the handouts sidebar in the course. You will 
use this template when planning your lessons for the rest of the course.  
The goal of this assignment is to discover that you need not re-create the wheel 
every time you plan, but realize that most published lessons will need customization 
to your objectives and the activities you wish your student to complete.  
In this assignment, you will submit two separate lessons. Find two mathematics 
lessons at or about the grade level of your mathematics practicum to adapt to the 
OU lesson plan template. One lesson should come from the NCTM Illuminations 
website and one should come from the KERC website. Once you have identified 
appropriate lessons, re-create each lesson you found into the OU lesson plan 
template. Copy and paste components you choose to use from the existing lessons 
into the OU lesson plan template using red font. Then complete the rest of the 
template with your ideas to teach the lesson using regular black font.  Post the 
links to both lesson plans you used in each of the templates.  
To submit your assignment, click on the assignments tab on the course menu. 
Review the rubric for grading criteria.  
 
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
Points Possible: 25 each  
Total points possible: 50  

 
Week 2 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the course.  
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Practicum Lesson Plan  

You are required to write lesson plans using the Ottawa template ( in the sidebar) 
for each of the content areas listed below. These should be written at the Practicum 
grade level in which you are assigned. Two of the lessons will be observed and 
evaluated by your University Supervisor. So that you can easily write a lesson that 
isn't off topic for your Practicum situation, you can choose when you want to submit 
each content area, making sure to submit a lesson during Weeks 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 
8. For example, you may choose to do Algebra during Week 5 because your class 
is focusing on an Algebra lesson at that time.  
This week, as you are working with your cooperative teacher, submit a lesson plan 
in one of the following content areas, keeping in mind that your University 
Supervisor will be observing two of the lessons in the upcoming weeks.  

• Number and Operations  
• Algebra  
• Geometry  
• Measurement  
• Probability  
• Data  

To submit your assignment, click on the assignments tab on the course menu. 
Review the rubric for grading criteria.  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
Points Possible: 25 each  
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Week 3 
Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the course.  
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Curriculum Analysis –Part 1 (Signature Assignment) 

Access a student copy of the math textbook and the Teacher's Manual from your 
Practicum classroom teacher.   Ask your teacher about other available materials 
included with the series. Using the matrix of textbook components (below), make 
notes about each component addressed in the series. Looking at the Student Text, 
the Teacher's Manual and other materials provided, may give you a more complete 
"picture" of the total curriculum, and will be valuable as you analyze. Fill in the 
Matrix (in the course materials) thoroughly and submit it as Part 1 of the project this 
week.  
Points Possible: 25 
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
 
Note: This assignment is considered a signature assignment for this course, which must 
receive at least a B and should be included in your portfolio. 
 
Assignment: Journal  
You are required to submit a total of 12 lab responses in your Journal (two labs per 
week starting this week) from your Field Experience Guide. You will need to 
recreate the outline for each lab to post in your journal. Handwriting your lab is 
acceptable; when choosing the handwriting option you must pull the lab from the 
text, scan, and submit to your journal. Please make sure your writing is legible.  
The lab responses should be directly related to your Practicum experience in your 
assigned classroom, therefore you will be choosing which two labs you will submit 
per week. Click on the image below to print out a checksheet to keep track of the 
labs you have submitted.  
The following labs are required.  

• 1.2 Observation: NCTM Professional Teaching Standards  
• 1.4 Teacher Interview: An Environment for Learning  
• 1.7 Project: Assessing School Environment  
• 2.2 Observation: Evidence of Higher-Level Thinking  
• 3.1 Observation: Conceptual and Procedural Knowledge  
• 4.2 Observation: Classroom Discourse  
• 4.5 Student Interview: Learning Mathematics Developmentally  
• 5.1 Project: Learning Online  
• 6.1 Teacher Interview: Communicating with Families  
• 6.3 Teaching: Prepare a Family Math Take-Home Activity  
• 7.1 Classroom Observation: Assessing to Inform Instruction  
• 8.2 Observation: Culturally Responsive Instruction  

This week, begin to journal by clicking on My Tools (in the Blackboard 
course)>Journals>EDU-30031 Journal>Create Journal Entry. Label each entry 
with the Lab you are working on. Create separate entries for each Lab. At the end of 
week 8, you should have 12 entries total.  
Points: 10 points each/20 points each week/120 points total  
Due: 2 due each week by Sunday, midnight CT.  
 
Assignment: Practicum Lesson Plan  
You are required to write lesson plans using the Ottawa template ( in the sidebar of 
the lesson) for each of the content areas listed below. These should be written at 
the Practicum grade level in which you are assigned. Two of the lessons will be 
observed and evaluated by your University Supervisor. So that you can easily write 
a lesson that isn't off topic for your Practicum situation, you can choose when you 
want to submit each content area, making sure to submit a lesson during Weeks 2, 
3, 4, 5, 6, and 8. For example, you may choose to do Algebra during Week 5 
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because your class is focusing on an Algebra lesson at that time.  
This week, as you are working with your cooperative teacher, submit a lesson plan 
in one of the following content areas, keeping in mind that your University 
Supervisor will be observing two of the lessons in the upcoming weeks.  

• Number and Operations  
• Algebra  
• Geometry  
• Measurement  
• Probability  
• Data  

To submit your assignment, click on the assignments tab on the course menu. 
Review the rubric for grading criteria.  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
Points Possible: 25   

   
Week 4 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the course.  
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 
Assignment(s)  Assignment: Journal  

You are required to submit a total of 12 lab responses in your Journal (two labs per 
week starting this week) from your Field Experience Guide. You will need to 
recreate the outline for each lab to post in your journal. Handwriting your lab is 
acceptable; when choosing the handwriting option you must pull the lab from the 
text, scan, and submit to your journal. Please make sure your writing is legible.  
The lab responses should be directly related to your Practicum experience in your 
assigned classroom, therefore you will be choosing which two labs you will submit 
per week. Click on the image below to print out a checksheet to keep track of the 
labs you have submitted.  
The following labs are required.  

• 1.2 Observation: NCTM Professional Teaching Standards  
• 1.4 Teacher Interview: An Environment for Learning  
• 1.7 Project: Assessing School Environment  
• 2.2 Observation: Evidence of Higher-Level Thinking  
• 3.1 Observation: Conceptual and Procedural Knowledge  
• 4.2 Observation: Classroom Discourse  
• 4.5 Student Interview: Learning Mathematics Developmentally  
• 5.1 Project: Learning Online  
• 6.1 Teacher Interview: Communicating with Families  
• 6.3 Teaching: Prepare a Family Math Take-Home Activity  
• 7.1 Classroom Observation: Assessing to Inform Instruction  
• 8.2 Observation: Culturally Responsive Instruction  

This week, begin to journal by clicking on My Tools (in the Blackboard 
course)>Journals>EDU-30031 Journal>Create Journal Entry. Label each entry 
with the Lab you are working on. Create separate entries for each Lab. At the end of 
week 8, you should have 12 entries total.  
Points: 10 points each/20 points each week/120 points total  
Due: 2 due each week by Sunday, midnight CT.  
 
Assignment: Practicum Lesson Plan  
You are required to write lesson plans using the Ottawa template ( in the sidebar of 
the lesson) for each of the content areas listed below. These should be written at 
the Practicum grade level in which you are assigned. Two of the lessons will be 
observed and evaluated by your University Supervisor. So that you can easily write 
a lesson that isn't off topic for your Practicum situation, you can choose when you 



 

8 of 15 

want to submit each content area, making sure to submit a lesson during Weeks 2, 
3, 4, 5, 6, and 8. For example, you may choose to do Algebra during Week 5 
because your class is focusing on an Algebra lesson at that time.  
This week, as you are working with your cooperative teacher, submit a lesson plan 
in one of the following content areas, keeping in mind that your University 
Supervisor will be observing two of the lessons in the upcoming weeks.  

• Number and Operations  
• Algebra  
• Geometry  
• Measurement  
• Probability  
• Data  

To submit your assignment, click on the assignments tab on the course menu. 
Review the rubric for grading criteria.  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
Points Possible: 25 

 
Week 5 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the course.  
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 
Assignment(s)  Curriculum Analysis-Part 2  (Signature Assignment) 

This week compose a 3-4 page analysis based off of the textbook matrix you 
provided in part 1. Describe, in detail, the instructional design and implementation of 
the math program/textbook by considering the following:  
• Sequence  
• Multiple learning strategies  
• Critical thinking and problem solving  
• Adaptations made to address special needs students  
• Technology related to content  
• Integration of: Cultural diversity, other curriculum strands, real life experience  
Describe the content of the math program in detail. What are your observations of 
the validity of text and the math program in your practicum? Provide some research 
to back up your opinions. How does your mentor teacher utilize the text and the 
math program in the classroom? How does the school as a whole utilize the math 
program? What role does math instruction play in the school?  
Provide your analysis in APA format, with a title page. Include an introduction, 
conclusion, and 2-3 scholarly references to support your opinions.  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
Points Possible: 50  
 
Note: This assignment is considered a signature assignment for this course, which must 
receive at least a B and should be included in your portfolio. 
 
Assignment: Journal  
You are required to submit a total of 12 lab responses in your Journal (two labs per 
week starting this week) from your Field Experience Guide. You will need to 
recreate the outline for each lab to post in your journal. Handwriting your lab is 
acceptable; when choosing the handwriting option you must pull the lab from the 
text, scan, and submit to your journal. Please make sure your writing is legible.  
The lab responses should be directly related to your Practicum experience in your 
assigned classroom, therefore you will be choosing which two labs you will submit 
per week. Click on the image below to print out a checksheet to keep track of the 
labs you have submitted.  
The following labs are required.  

• 1.2 Observation: NCTM Professional Teaching Standards  
• 1.4 Teacher Interview: An Environment for Learning  
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• 1.7 Project: Assessing School Environment  
• 2.2 Observation: Evidence of Higher-Level Thinking  
• 3.1 Observation: Conceptual and Procedural Knowledge  
• 4.2 Observation: Classroom Discourse  
• 4.5 Student Interview: Learning Mathematics Developmentally  
• 5.1 Project: Learning Online  
• 6.1 Teacher Interview: Communicating with Families  
• 6.3 Teaching: Prepare a Family Math Take-Home Activity  
• 7.1 Classroom Observation: Assessing to Inform Instruction  
• 8.2 Observation: Culturally Responsive Instruction  

This week, begin to journal by clicking on My Tools (in the Blackboard 
course)>Journals>EDU-30031 Journal>Create Journal Entry. Label each entry 
with the Lab you are working on. Create separate entries for each Lab. At the end of 
week 8, you should have 12 entries total.  
Points: 10 points each/20 points each week/120 points total  
Due: 2 due each week by Sunday, midnight CT.  
 
Assignment: Practicum Lesson Plan  
You are required to write lesson plans using the Ottawa template ( in the sidebar of 
the lesson) for each of the content areas listed below. These should be written at 
the Practicum grade level in which you are assigned. Two of the lessons will be 
observed and evaluated by your University Supervisor. So that you can easily write 
a lesson that isn't off topic for your Practicum situation, you can choose when you 
want to submit each content area, making sure to submit a lesson during Weeks 2, 
3, 4, 5, 6, and 8. For example, you may choose to do Algebra during Week 5 
because your class is focusing on an Algebra lesson at that time.  
This week, as you are working with your cooperative teacher, submit a lesson plan 
in one of the following content areas, keeping in mind that your University 
Supervisor will be observing two of the lessons in the upcoming weeks.  

• Number and Operations  
• Algebra  
• Geometry  
• Measurement  
• Probability  
• Data  

To submit your assignment, click on the assignments tab on the course menu. 
Review the rubric for grading criteria.  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
Points Possible: 25   

 
Week 6 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the course.  
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Assignment: Journal  

You are required to submit a total of 12 lab responses in your Journal (two labs per 
week starting this week) from your Field Experience Guide. You will need to 
recreate the outline for each lab to post in your journal. Handwriting your lab is 
acceptable; when choosing the handwriting option you must pull the lab from the 
text, scan, and submit to your journal. Please make sure your writing is legible.  
The lab responses should be directly related to your Practicum experience in your 
assigned classroom, therefore you will be choosing which two labs you will submit 
per week. Click on the image below to print out a checksheet to keep track of the 
labs you have submitted.  
The following labs are required.  

• 1.2 Observation: NCTM Professional Teaching Standards  
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• 1.4 Teacher Interview: An Environment for Learning  
• 1.7 Project: Assessing School Environment  
• 2.2 Observation: Evidence of Higher-Level Thinking  
• 3.1 Observation: Conceptual and Procedural Knowledge  
• 4.2 Observation: Classroom Discourse  
• 4.5 Student Interview: Learning Mathematics Developmentally  
• 5.1 Project: Learning Online  
• 6.1 Teacher Interview: Communicating with Families  
• 6.3 Teaching: Prepare a Family Math Take-Home Activity  
• 7.1 Classroom Observation: Assessing to Inform Instruction  
• 8.2 Observation: Culturally Responsive Instruction  

This week, begin to journal by clicking on My Tools (in the Blackboard 
course)>Journals>EDU-30031 Journal>Create Journal Entry. Label each entry 
with the Lab you are working on. Create separate entries for each Lab. At the end of 
week 8, you should have 12 entries total.  
Points: 10 points each/20 points each week/120 points total  
Due: 2 due each week by Sunday, midnight CT.  
 
Assignment: Practicum Lesson Plan  
You are required to write lesson plans using the Ottawa template ( in the sidebar of 
the lesson) for each of the content areas listed below. These should be written at 
the Practicum grade level in which you are assigned. Two of the lessons will be 
observed and evaluated by your University Supervisor. So that you can easily write 
a lesson that isn't off topic for your Practicum situation, you can choose when you 
want to submit each content area, making sure to submit a lesson during Weeks 2, 
3, 4, 5, 6, and 8. For example, you may choose to do Algebra during Week 5 
because your class is focusing on an Algebra lesson at that time.  
This week, as you are working with your cooperative teacher, submit a lesson plan 
in one of the following content areas, keeping in mind that your University 
Supervisor will be observing two of the lessons in the upcoming weeks.  

• Number and Operations  
• Algebra  
• Geometry  
• Measurement  
• Probability  
• Data  

To submit your assignment, click on the assignments tab on the course menu. 
Review the rubric for grading criteria.  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
Points Possible: 25   

 
Week 7 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the course.  
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 
Assignment(s)  Assignment: Curriculum Analysis (Signature Assignment) 

This week, pull together parts 1 and 2 of your curriculum analysis project. This week 
you will submit a paper that includes your textbook matrix, your analysis of each 
component, and additionally, include part 3 of the assignment: comparison and 
reflection.  
Research 2 other math programs using the Internet and other scholarly sources 
such as product reviews and standards correlation/common core standards. Some 
math programs you may want to explore are as follows:  

§ TERC math/Scott Foresman  
§ Everyday Math  
§ Saxon Math  
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§ Singapore Math  
In a 2-3 pages, compare your practicum texts and teacher editions with the 2 other 
math programs and their offerings. How are they the same? How are they different? 
You can include a matrix or table to organize your comparisons, but must include a 
written evaluation as well. Do not copy and paste product descriptions from 
websites, but yet interpret the curriculum in your own words. Describe the 
instructional design and implementation of each by considering the following:  

• Sequence  
• Multiple learning strategies  
• Critical thinking and problem solving  
• Adaptations made to address special needs students  
• Technology related to content  
• Integration of: Cultural diversity, other curriculum strands, real life 

experience  
Next, reflect on your findings. What have you discovered after reviewing the 
curriculum? What are some strengths and weaknesses in the math program that 
you taught? Could it be supplemented or replaced with other programs and why? If 
you were to supply a recommendation for a program, which one would it be? 
Defend your choice with factual examples to support your opinion. Be sure to justify 
your recommendations.  
Pull all parts of the curriculum analysis into one cohesive paper. Your paper should 
be written in APA format, with a title page, table of contents, headings and 
subheadings, introduction, conclusion and a reference section. Your paper should 
be 7-9 pages long.  
Points Possible: 125  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
 
Note: This assignment is considered a signature assignment for this course, which must 
receive at least a B and should be included in your portfolio. 
 
Assignment: Journal  
You are required to submit a total of 12 lab responses in your Journal (two labs per 
week starting this week) from your Field Experience Guide. You will need to 
recreate the outline for each lab to post in your journal. Handwriting your lab is 
acceptable; when choosing the handwriting option you must pull the lab from the 
text, scan, and submit to your journal. Please make sure your writing is legible.  
The lab responses should be directly related to your Practicum experience in your 
assigned classroom, therefore you will be choosing which two labs you will submit 
per week. Click on the image below to print out a checksheet to keep track of the 
labs you have submitted.  
The following labs are required.  

• 1.2 Observation: NCTM Professional Teaching Standards  
• 1.4 Teacher Interview: An Environment for Learning  
• 1.7 Project: Assessing School Environment  
• 2.2 Observation: Evidence of Higher-Level Thinking  
• 3.1 Observation: Conceptual and Procedural Knowledge  
• 4.2 Observation: Classroom Discourse  
• 4.5 Student Interview: Learning Mathematics Developmentally  
• 5.1 Project: Learning Online  
• 6.1 Teacher Interview: Communicating with Families  
• 6.3 Teaching: Prepare a Family Math Take-Home Activity  
• 7.1 Classroom Observation: Assessing to Inform Instruction  
• 8.2 Observation: Culturally Responsive Instruction  

This week, begin to journal by clicking on My Tools (in the Blackboard 
course)>Journals>EDU-30031 Journal>Create Journal Entry. Label each entry 
with the Lab you are working on. Create separate entries for each Lab. At the end of 
week 8, you should have 12 entries total.  
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Points: 10 points each/20 points each week/120 points total  
Due: 2 due each week by Sunday, midnight CT. 

 
Week 8 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the course.  
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Assignment: Forms  

This week, complete and submit your Practicum Time Log and the Diversity Form to 
the assignment dropbox. Ensure that you have all signatures that are required from 
your mentor teacher and/or school site administration.  
 Due: Saturday, midnight CT  
Points: 20  
 
Assignment: Journal  
You are required to submit a total of 12 lab responses in your Journal (two labs per 
week starting this week) from your Field Experience Guide. You will need to 
recreate the outline for each lab to post in your journal. Handwriting your lab is 
acceptable; when choosing the handwriting option you must pull the lab from the 
text, scan, and submit to your journal. Please make sure your writing is legible.  
The lab responses should be directly related to your Practicum experience in your 
assigned classroom, therefore you will be choosing which two labs you will submit 
per week. Click on the image below to print out a checksheet to keep track of the 
labs you have submitted.  
The following labs are required.  

• 1.2 Observation: NCTM Professional Teaching Standards  
• 1.4 Teacher Interview: An Environment for Learning  
• 1.7 Project: Assessing School Environment  
• 2.2 Observation: Evidence of Higher-Level Thinking  
• 3.1 Observation: Conceptual and Procedural Knowledge  
• 4.2 Observation: Classroom Discourse  
• 4.5 Student Interview: Learning Mathematics Developmentally  
• 5.1 Project: Learning Online  
• 6.1 Teacher Interview: Communicating with Families  
• 6.3 Teaching: Prepare a Family Math Take-Home Activity  
• 7.1 Classroom Observation: Assessing to Inform Instruction  
• 8.2 Observation: Culturally Responsive Instruction  

This week, begin to journal by clicking on My Tools (in the Blackboard 
course)>Journals>EDU-30031 Journal>Create Journal Entry. Label each entry 
with the Lab you are working on. Create separate entries for each Lab. At the end of 
week 8, you should have 12 entries total.  
Points: 10 points each/20 points each week/120 points total  
Due: 2 due each week by Saturday, midnight CT.  
 
Assignment: Practicum Lesson Plan  
You are required to write lesson plans using the Ottawa template (in the sidebar of 
the lesson) for each of the content areas listed below. These should be written at 
the Practicum grade level in which you are assigned. Two of the lessons will be 
observed and evaluated by your University Supervisor. So that you can easily write 
a lesson that isn't off topic for your Practicum situation, you can choose when you 
want to submit each content area, making sure to submit a lesson during Weeks 2, 
3, 4, 5, 6, and 8. For example, you may choose to do Algebra during Week 5 
because your class is focusing on an Algebra lesson at that time.  
This week, as you are working with your cooperative teacher, submit a lesson plan 
in one of the following content areas, keeping in mind that your University 
Supervisor will be observing two of the lessons in the upcoming weeks.  
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• Number and Operations  
• Algebra  
• Geometry  
• Measurement  
• Probability  
• Data  

To submit your assignment, click on the assignments tab on the course menu. 
Review the rubric for grading criteria.  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
Points Possible: 25  
Due: Saturday at Midnight, CT of Week 8 
Points Possible:  

* All online weeks run from Monday to Sunday, except the last week, which ends on Saturday. 
** All assignments are due at midnight Central Time.  (All submissions to the Blackboard system are 
date/time stamped in Central Time). 

Assignments At-A-Glance 
Assignment/Activity Qty. Points Total Points 

Weeks 1-8: Discussion - 20      
per forum 160 

Weeks 3-8 Journals 12 10 120 
Week 1: Lesson Planning using the Ottawa 
Template-Lesson 1 1 25 25 
Week 1: Lesson Planning using the Ottawa 
Template- Lesson 2 1 25 25 
Week 2: Practicum Lesson Plan 1 25 25 
Week 3: Signature Assignment Curriculum 
Analysis –Part 1 
 

1 25 25 

Week 3: Practicum Lesson Plan 1 25 25 
Week 4: Practicum Lesson Plan 1 25 25 
Week 5: Signature Assignment Curriculum 
Analysis–Part 2 1 50 50 
Week 5: Practicum Lesson Plan 1 25 25 
Week 6: Practicum Lesson Plan 1 25 25 
Week 7: Signature Assignment-Curriculum 
Analysis–Part 3 1 125 125 
Week 8: Practicum Lesson Plan 1 25 25 
Week 8: Practicum Time Log 1 10 10 
Week 8: Diversity Form       1 10 10 
TOTAL POINTS   700 

Grading Scale 
Grade Percentage Points 

A 90 to 100% 630-700 
B 80 to 89% 559-629 
C 70 to 79% 488-558 
D 60 to 69% 417-487 
F < 60% < 416 

To access your scores, click on Grades in the Student Tools area in Blackboard. 
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Important Policies 
All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out here in this syllabus.  
However, additional university policies are located in the Policies section of Blackboard.  
You are responsible for reading and understanding all of these policies.  All of them are 
important.  Failure to understand or abide by them could have negative consequences 
for your experience in this course. 

Editorial Format for Written Papers 
All written assignments are to follow the APA writing style guidelines for grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation.  This online course includes information regarding the APA 
style under “Writing and Research Resources” in the Resource Room on the course 
menu in Blackboard. 

Ottawa Online Late Policy 
With instructor approval, assignments may be accepted for up to one week after the due 
date, but a minimum automatic deduction of 10% of the points will be assessed.  The 
instructor also has the option of increasing this deduction percentage up to a maximum 
of 20%. Extenuating circumstances may be determined on rare occasions and an 
extension allowed without a deduction, but only at the sole discretion of the instructor.  
  
Discussion board postings will not be accepted for credit when posted after the close of 
the discussion week. There are no exceptions to this rule; however, solely at the 
discretion of the instructor, the student may be allowed to submit an alternative 
assignment to make up for the points under extenuating circumstances. If granted, this 
should be an exception to the rule.  
  
No assignments will be accepted after the last day of the course (end of term) unless 
arrangements have been made and “approved” by the instructor at least one week in 
advance. 

Saving Work 
It is recommended that you save all of your work from this course on your own 
computer or flash drive. The capstone course you take at the end of your program may 
require you to have access to this work for culminating assignments and/or reflections. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated at any level on any assignment.  The 
reality of cyberspace has made academic dishonesty even more tempting for some, but 
be advised that technology can and will be used to help uncover those engaging in 
deception.  If you ever have a question about the legitimacy of a source or a procedure 
you are considering using, ask your instructor.  As the University Academic Council 
approved on May 29, 2003, “The penalty for plagiarism or any other form of academic 
dishonesty will be failure in the course in which the academic dishonesty occurred.  
Students who commit academic dishonesty can be dismissed from the university by the 
provost/director.”  
Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Policies section of the online course menu 
for important information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism and 
cheating, including examples and explanations of these issues. 
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Student Handbook 
Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource 
Room on the course menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the 
student handbook online for your campus. 
 
Please see Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies. 

Blackboard Technical Support 
The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use 
Blackboard as well as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa 
University offers technical support from 8 a.m. to midnight Central Time for all students, 
staff, and faculty at no cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact information. 
 

Ottawa University Mission Statement 
The mission of Ottawa University is to provide the highest quality liberal arts and professional education in a 
caring, Christ-centered community of grace which integrates faith, learning and life. The University serves 
students of traditional age, adult learners and organizations through undergraduate and graduate programs. 
 


