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OTTAWA ONLINE 

EDU-33000 Elementary Language Arts and Social Studies Methods 
 

Course Description 
 
Emphasis on approaches and methodologies used in teaching language arts in the 
elementary school. Learn to present techniques for teaching listening, oral language, 
writing, spelling, grammar, and handwriting through social science experiences (history, 
geography, social sciences, and other related areas) that are developmentally 
appropriate, meaningful and challenging for all students. Construct lessons that 
demonstrate ways for elementary students to become effective decision makers and 
responsible citizen in a culturally diverse democratic society and interdependent world.  
 
This is a fully online, eight-week course.  We will not meet face-to-face at any time. 

Course Prerequisites 
None 

Course Objectives 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Demonstrate competence in the use of the English language arts and uses 
concepts from emerging literacy, reading, language arts and child development 
to teach writing, speaking, viewing, listening, and thinking skills to help students 
successfully apply their developing literacy skills to many different situations, 
materials, and ideas 

2. Research and demonstrate how to maximize the advantages of interdisciplinary 
teaching while keeping the disadvantages to a minimum; review and critique 
available samples of lesson plans and teaching strategies employing integrated 
approaches 

3. Design a unit and micro-teach to peers  
4. Demonstrate an authentic lesson utilizing an integrated approach to teaching 

language arts and social studies 
5. Demonstrate skill in promoting growth in human-relations, conflict resolution and 

citizenship among students; develop a variety of strategies to encourage the 
acceptance and respect of all diverse cultural perspectives 

6. Exhibit an involved spirit and be a contributing member to the community 
 

Required Texts 
Melber, L., Hunter, A. (2010) Integrating Language Arts and Social Studies  
25 Strategies for K-8 Inquiry-Based Learning. Los Angeles: Sage Publications, Inc   
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Cunningham, P., Allington, R. (2011) Classrooms that Work: They Can All Read and 
Write, 5th ed. Boston: Allyn and Bacon Publishing 
 
Education Standards 
OU Major Outcomes: 
1a: Create instructional plans reflecting knowledge of how individuals learn and develop intellectually, 
socially, and personally. 
1b: Discuss and critique the role of education in a diverse society. 
 
ACEI Standards:  
2.1 English Language Arts—Candidates demonstrate a high level of competence in use of English 
language arts and they know, understand, and use concepts from reading, language and child 
development, to teach reading, writing, speaking, viewing, listening, and thinking skills and to help 
students successfully apply their developing skills to many different situations, materials, and ideas.  
2.4 Social Studies—Candidates know, understand, and use the major concepts and modes of inquiry 
from the social studies—the integrated study of history, geography, the social sciences, and other related 
areas —to promote elementary students’ abilities to make informed decisions as citizens of a culturally 
diverse democratic society and interdependent world.  
2.8 Connections across the Curriculum—Candidates know, understand, and use the connections among 
concepts, procedures, and applications from content areas to motivate elementary students, build 
understanding, and encourage the application of knowledge, skills, and ideas to real world issues.  
 
Arizona Standards 
 
Standard 5: The teacher collaborates with colleagues, parents, the community and other agencies to 
design, implement, and support learning programs that develop students’ abilities to meet Arizona’s 
academic standards and transition from school to work or post-secondary education 
Standard 7: The teacher has general academic knowledge as demonstrated by the attainment of a 
bachelor’s degree. The teacher also has specific academic knowledge in his or her subject area or areas 
sufficient to develop student knowledge and performance to meet Arizona academic standards 
 
Kansas Professional Standards 
 
Standard #2 The educator demonstrates an understanding of how individuals learn and develop 
intellectually, socially, and personally and provides learning opportunities that support this development. 
 
Standard #3 The educator demonstrates the ability to provide different approaches to learning and 
creates instructional opportunities that are equitable, that are based on developmental levels, and that 
are adapted to diverse learners, including those with exceptionalities. 
 
Standard #7 The educator plans effective instruction based upon the knowledge of all students, 
community, subject matter, curriculum outcomes, and current methods of teaching reading. 
 
Standard #11 The educator demonstrates the ability to integrate across and within content fields to 
enrich the curriculum, develop reading and thinking skills, and facilitate all students' abilities to 
understand relationships between subject areas. 
 
Standard #12 The educator understands the role of technology in society and demonstrates skills using 
instructional tools and technology to gather, analyze, and present information, enhance instructional 
practices, facilitate professional productivity and communication, and help all students use instructional 
technology effectively. 
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Education Mission Statements 
 
Teacher Education Mission: 
The Ottawa University Teacher Education Program’s mission is to be a learning 
community in which committed teachers are reflective inquirers with knowledge and 
skills to use best practices in order to provide every student a quality education.  
 
School of Education: 
The Ottawa University School of Education is committed to education innovative, 
adaptable, and involved professionals in mind, body, and spirit. These individuals will 
promote holistic learning, global awareness, and cultural competency as responsible 
contributors to a diverse, pluralistic world.  
 
Observation Requirements 
This course requires a field experience observation/outing component. You will be 
required to spend a minimum of 5 clock hours of cultural activity, for example 
investigate a museum, a festival, a community, a movie or theatre event you normally 
would not attend that relates to the teaching of language arts and/or social studies. 
Further details regarding what you will be looking for in your observation will be 
provided in the assignment description in Weekly Materials. 
 
Course Assignment Descriptions and Schedule At-A-Glance 
You will have several opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of 
the principles taught in this course. The primary means of evaluating your work will be 
through practical application of the material. In the event that you have difficulty 
completing any of the assignments for this course, please contact your instructor 
immediately. Please refer to the Weekly Materials section of the cyberclassroom for 
complete details regarding the activities and assignments for this course. The following 
is merely a summary. 
 
Discussion contributions  

Initial Substantive Posts: Submit an initial response to each of the prompts 
provided during each two-week module. Each initial post should be substantive 
(approximately ½ of a page in length) and must be posted by midnight, Central Time 
on Sunday of the first week in the two-week module. In your substantive posts you 
are encouraged to use references (you may use your textbook); show evidence of 
critical thinking as it applies to the concepts or prompt and/or use examples of the 
application of the concepts to work and life.  Proper punctuation, grammar and 
correct spelling are expected. Please use the spell-check function.  
Required Replies: You must reply to at least two different peers per prompt.  Your 
replies should build on the concept discussed, offer a question to consider, or add a 
differing perspective, etc. Rather than responding with, "Good post," explain why the 
post is "good" (why it is important, useful, insightful, etc.). Or, if you disagree, 
respectfully share your alternative perspective. Just saying "I agree" or "Good idea" 
is not sufficient for the posts you would like graded. Your replies must be posted by 
midnight, Central Time on Sunday of the second week in the two-week module 
(except during Week 8, when they are due on Saturday). 
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Posting Guidelines: Overall, postings must be submitted on at least two separate 
days during the two-week module. It is strongly recommended you visit the 
discussion forum throughout each week to read and respond to your peers’ postings. 
You are encouraged to post more than the required number of replies. 
 
(Please review the Policies section of Blackboard for further details, however, 
please note that the policies are specifically described for most of our courses which 
do not use this two-week module format. Some of the information in the Policies 
section will not apply to this course. Please see the information provided in this 
syllabus and Weekly Materials for accurate details for this course. The rubric in 
Weekly Materials still applies, however.)  

 
Week 1  

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the course.  
• Cunningham and Allington: Chapter 1  
• Melber and Hunter: Unit 1  

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 

Assignment(s) Article Review  
Using the Myers Library, locate, read and review an article that addresses one or 
more of the following topics: integrated language arts instruction, balanced literacy, 
thematic instruction, or problem-based learning. The article must be scholarly in 
nature (wikipedia and blogs are not acceptable).  
Review the article with a critical eye. In 2 pages, analyze and summarize key 
concepts presented in the article and relate the information to the importance of 
authentic reading and writing experiences. Predict how you can apply the concepts 
presented to your own teaching.  
Compose your essay in APA format with a title page, introduction, conclusion and 
your article as scholarly reference cited in text and in a reference section.  
Points Possible: 25  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
 

 
Week 2 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the course.  
• Cunningham and Allington: Chapters 3 & 4  

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 

Assignment(s) Assignment: Field Observation Outing Location and Rationale  
This week, submit a one-page summary that outlines the chosen location for your 
cultural outing. Briefly explain how the location you chose can relate to the study of 
language arts and social studies. Include links to the location's website if available 
and a rationale that thoroughly supports your choice.  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
Points Possible: 10  
 
Assignment: Parent Letter  
Assume the role of a teacher in the early elementary grades. Assume it is the 
beginning of the year and you are forming your classroom policies and connections 
with the parents of your students. Compose a newsletter to parents describing the 
following:  

• Your personal philosophy regarding early language development. Support 
your philosophy with 1-2 scholarly and popular references.  

• How you will support language and literacy development in your classroom  
• Strategies and suggestions that parents can apply at home (include the 
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titles of at least two alliterative texts that would be good for building 
phonologic sensitivity)  

• 4-5 hypothetical activities that you will be accomplishing throughout the 
year that will be addressing language development and special events (for 
example, literacy across the holidays, Read Across America events, special 
author days, summer reading tips, etc)  

Get creative! Format your newsletter in an attractive manner with images, links to 
websites and resources, and a thorough explanation of your view of early language 
development. Your newsletter should be at least 1 page but may be more if 
necessary.  
Points Possible: 25  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
 

 
Week 3 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the course.  
• Melber and Hunter: Units 2 and 3  

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 

Assignment(s) Reflecting on Your Experiences and Understanding Social Studies  
In 2-3 paragraphs, reflect on your own learning of social studies concepts in 
elementary school, middle school or high school. What do you remember about 
studying geography? Elections? Presidents? Culture? Presidents?  
Describe what made the learning effective. How did the lesson develop your 
understanding of the concepts? What did the teacher use to engage and promote 
application? Maps? Field Trips? Current Events?  
Examine and dissect the social studies standards required by your state. Examine 
the grade level you wish to teach, as well as the grade level before and after. 
Choose 1 social studies standard that is closely related to the concept you have 
reflected on. What would you apply from your own experiences when you teach this 
concept? What will you expect your students to do in order to show they have 
synthesized the topic? How will you make the topic interesting to students? How will 
you make personal connections and relate the topics to cultural or current events?  
Compose your reflection answering the above points in an essay of 2+ pages in 
APA format to include a title page, introduction, and conclusion. Include 1-2 
references that support your opinions and ideas.  
 
 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT  
Points Possible: 25 

   
 

Week 4 
Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the course.  

• Cunningham and Allington: Chapter 6 & 7  
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Toolbox of Strategies  

In an effort to add to your current knowledge base, you will be creating a 'Toolbox of 
Strategies' that could be used to support integrated vocabulary and comprehension. 
 Use the Cunningham and Allington text, resources provided in this week's content, 
and your own research to locate and assemble these strategies.  
Your Toolbox should include the following:  

• a minimum of 8 different strategies that could be used to support integrated 
vocabulary and comprehension  

• a detailed description of each strategy  
• a specific activity example of how that strategy could be applied in the 
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classroom  
• any relevant artifacts (i.e. a graphic organizer or activity sample)  
• A resource citation for each strategy (where did this strategy come from?)  

This Toolbox of Strategies is a resource that you will be able to access in the future; 
thus, you should structure it in a way that makes sense to you.  Some suggestions 
include: a database, a table or matrix, or a PowerPoint.  The length will vary 
depending on your selected format.  
In addition to your list/matrix of strategies, include a 1-page summary of essential 
reading skills and their importance in an integrated curriculum. Support your 
analysis with 1-2 references in APA format.  
 
Points Possible: 25  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
 

 
 

Week 5 
Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the course.  

• Melber and Hunter: Units 1, 4 & 5  
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Literature Integration in Social Studies  

One way to learn more about social studies concepts and make history 'come alive' for 
students is through literature integration.  There is an abundance of literature that aligns 
with social studies disciplines and topics, which can be used to increase students' 
interest and understanding.  Thus, this week, you will choose two different topics from 
two different social studies disciplines, and investigate age-appropriate literature for the 
intermediate grades.  
You will need four literature selections per discipline/topic, for a total of eight texts. 
 Ideally, your selections should represent a variety of genre and text types: picture 
books, biographies, chapter books, nonfiction, poetry, articles, etc.  
Your submission should follow this sample format:  

 
Additionally, choose 1 topic and 1 literature selection for that topic and compose a 
lesson plan that revolves around that literature selection. Use the Ottawa Lesson plan 
template (in the course materials) to format your lesson. Be sure to include the 
standards, both state and common core, that you are gearing your lesson toward.  
Points Possible: 50  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
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Week 6 
Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the course.  

• Cunningham and Allington: Chapter 5  
 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 

Assignment(s)  Assignment: Integrated Unit  
As a culminating assignment for this course, you will be writing an integrated unit 
with four accompanying lesson plans on a social studies topic of your choice.  Your 
integrated unit should have the following:  

• A target grade level and age-appropriate social studies topic selection  
• Integrated activities that include all aspects of language arts (listening, 

speaking, reading, writing)  
• Four aligning lesson plans that show evidence of an integrated approach as 

well as a commitment to teaching reading and writing skills within 
meaningful, real-world context  

• Literature integration  
• Learning activities that encourage problem solving and critical thinking  
• A WebQuest activity should be incorporated into your Unit Plan and 

described in detail within one of the four lesson plans.  (Note: Refer back to 
your article reading in Week 5 for more information on how to design a 
WebQuest.  

• Alignment with the Common Core Standards for Language Arts: 
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-
standards  

Your unit should include a one-page overview that outlines the topic, sequence of 
activities, the standards, any supplemental links and a brief description of each of 
the 4 lessons in your unit. Along with your outline, you will submit each lesson in 
week 8.  
This week, compose your outline for instructor feedback. Be sure to include 
enough detail so your instructor can determine the flow and sequence of your 
unit. Once you receive feedback, continue to write your lesson plans (4) for 
the unit. You will submit the entire unit in week 8.  
While it is appropriate to use lessons found online as springboards for your ideas, it 
is not appropriate to copy lessons in their entirety. The unit should be original in 
nature, but you may utilize ideas found online as long as you provide links and 
citations to those ideas.  
For submitting your unit outline this week, you will earn 10 points.  
Points Possible: 10  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
 

 
 

Week 7 
Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the course.  

• Cunningham and Allington: Chapters 8 & 9  
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 
Assignment(s)  This course requires a field experience observation/outing component. You will be 

required to spend a minimum of 5 clock hours of cultural activity, for example 
investigate a museum, a festival, a community center, a movie or theatre event you 
normally would not attend that can relate to the teaching of language arts and/or 
social studies. The place you visit should be in your community or the community 
you plan to teach in. 
You will be asked to reflect on your observation by applying the cultural activity to a 
lesson you would teach in school and a field trip you could plan with your students. 
When planning your cultural outing, consider the following bullet points. You will be 
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asked to submit this information as your assignment in Week 7. 
• Identify the rationale, objectives and plan for your outing. Where will you go 

with your students and why? How will this place enhance the language arts 
and social studies curriculum? Select the site to be visited. Contact the 
location and inquire if there are educational materials available for teachers 
and students, and their policies regarding educational groups and outings. 

• Compose a parent letter that explains the educational purpose for the trip. 
Detail the cost for students, a basic schedule of events, and supporting 
ideas that correlate with the objectives that will extend the activities into the 
home (i.e. websites, books, music, activities). 

• Visit the site. Takes notes regarding the layout, activities available, special 
locations and focal points that you will emphasize to your students. 

• Take pictures of the location you chose. You will be asked to provide this as 
evidence of your visit. 

For this assignment, you will create a wiki or web page to house your materials and 
showcase your ideas. Use one of the following sites to complete your project in: 
Wikispaces.com 
Weebly.com 
Your website or wiki should be designed with images, graphics, videos and multiple 
pages that showcases the following components: 

• The location of your trip/planned field trip. Include the link to the location's 
website. 

• The objectives in relation to language arts and social studies as well as the 
curriculum standards (Common Core for Language Arts and your local state 
standards for Social Studies) 

• A parent letter explaining the educational purpose of the trip and activities 
to extend the concepts into the home. 

• 3+ pictures (taken on your trip) that showcases special areas within the 
location (special exhibits, focal points, etc.) 

• Any educational materials/handouts that you procured and could use in 
activities with your students. 

• A synopsis of 3-4 activities that you could do in the classroom that 
correlates with the rationale for the trip. These activities should be related to 
language arts and social studies. The synopsis of the activities should be a 
brief outline and description of vocabulary, activities, materials and 
assessment. Relate these activities to the Common Core Standards. 

Please review the rubric in the week 7 materials. To submit this assignment, you will 
need to copy and paste the link to your website into the dropbox (Make sure your 
site is published an open for all to see). Additionally, you will need to export your 
wiki or website into a zip file for submission to the dropbox. 

• In Weebly, click on Settings> Archive> Download your site as a zip. Save 
this zip file to your computer and attach it to the dropbox along with the link 
to your live site. 

• In Wikispaces, click on Manage Wiki> Exports/Backups> Export Wiki 
(export as an HTML zip file). Save this zip file to your computer and attach it 
to the dropbox along with the link to your live site. 

You will need to submit a location choice and rationale in week 2- please begin to 
research some options this week. 
 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT  
Points Possible: 100 

 
 

Week 8 
Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the course.  

• Cunningham and Allington: Chapter 10  
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
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• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Assignment: Integrated Unit  

As a culminating assignment for this course, you will be writing an integrated unit 
with four accompanying lesson plans on a social studies topic of your choice.  Your 
integrated unit should have the following:  

• A target grade level and age-appropriate social studies topic selection  
• Integrated activities that include all aspects of language arts (listening, 

speaking, reading, writing)  
• Four aligning lesson plans that show evidence of an integrated approach as 

well as a commitment to teaching reading and writing skills within 
meaningful, real-world context  

• Literature integration  
• Learning activities that encourage problem solving and critical thinking  
• A WebQuest activity should be incorporated into your Unit Plan and 

described in detail within one of the four lesson plans.  (Note: Refer back to 
your article reading in Week 5 for more information on how to design a 
WebQuest.  

• Alignment with the Common Core Standards for Language Arts: 
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-
standards  

Use the Ottawa Lesson Plan Template to compose your lessons (located in the 
course materials) 

 
Your unit should include a one page overview that outlines the topic, sequence of 
activities, the standards, any supplemental links and a brief description of each of 
the 4 lessons in your unit. Along with your outline, you will submit each lesson in 
week 8.  
While it is appropriate to use lessons found online as springboards for your ideas, it 
is not appropriate to copy lessons in their entirety. The unit should be original in 
nature, but you may utilize ideas found online as long as you provide links and 
citations to those ideas.  
For submitting your unit outline this week, you will earn 10 points.  
Points Possible: 100  
Due: Saturday, midnight CT  
 

* All online weeks run from Monday to Sunday, except the last week, which ends on Saturday. 
** All assignments are due at midnight Central Time.  (All submissions to the Blackboard system are 
date/time stamped in Central Time). 

Assignments At-A-Glance 
Assignment/Activity Qty. Points Total Points 

Weeks 1-8: Discussion - 20      
per forum 160 

Week 1: Article Review 1 25 25 
Week 2: Field Experience Rationale 1 10 10 
Week 2: Parent letter  1 25 25 
Week 3: Reflection 1 25 25 
Week 4: Toolbox of Strategies 1 25 25 
Week 5: Literature Integration in Social Studies 1 50 50 
Week 6: Integrated Unit Outline 1 10 10 
Week 7: Field Experience website/wiki 1 100 100 
Week 8: Integrated Unit 1 100 100 
TOTAL POINTS   530 
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Grading Scale 
Grade Percentage Points 

A 90 to 100% 477-530 
B 80 to 89% 423-476 
C 70 to 79% 369-422 
D 60 to 69% 315-368 
F < 60% < 314 

To access your scores, click on Grades in the Student Tools area in Blackboard. 

Important Policies 
All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out here in this syllabus.  
However, additional university policies are located in the Policies section of Blackboard.  
You are responsible for reading and understanding all of these policies.  All of them are 
important.  Failure to understand or abide by them could have negative consequences 
for your experience in this course. 

Editorial Format for Written Papers 
All written assignments are to follow the APA writing style guidelines for grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation.  This online course includes information regarding the APA 
style under “Writing and Research Resources” in the Resource Room on the course 
menu in Blackboard. 

Ottawa Online Late Policy 
With instructor approval, assignments may be accepted for up to one week after the due 
date, but a minimum automatic deduction of 10% of the points will be assessed.  The 
instructor also has the option of increasing this deduction percentage up to a maximum 
of 20%. Extenuating circumstances may be determined on rare occasions and an 
extension allowed without a deduction, but only at the sole discretion of the instructor.  
  
Discussion board postings will not be accepted for credit when posted after the close of 
the discussion week. There are no exceptions to this rule; however, solely at the 
discretion of the instructor, the student may be allowed to submit an alternative 
assignment to make up for the points under extenuating circumstances. If granted, this 
should be an exception to the rule.  
  
No assignments will be accepted after the last day of the course (end of term) unless 
arrangements have been made and “approved” by the instructor at least one week in 
advance. 

Saving Work 
It is recommended that you save all of your work from this course on your own 
computer or flash drive. The capstone course you take at the end of your program may 
require you to have access to this work for culminating assignments and/or reflections. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated at any level on any assignment.  The 
reality of cyberspace has made academic dishonesty even more tempting for some, but 
be advised that technology can and will be used to help uncover those engaging in 
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deception.  If you ever have a question about the legitimacy of a source or a procedure 
you are considering using, ask your instructor.  As the University Academic Council 
approved on May 29, 2003, “The penalty for plagiarism or any other form of academic 
dishonesty will be failure in the course in which the academic dishonesty occurred.  
Students who commit academic dishonesty can be dismissed from the university by the 
provost/director.”  
Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Policies section of the online course menu 
for important information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism and 
cheating, including examples and explanations of these issues. 
 
Student Handbook 
Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource 
Room on the course menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the 
student handbook online for your campus. 
 
Please see Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies. 

Blackboard Technical Support 
The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use 
Blackboard as well as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa 
University offers technical support from 8 a.m. to midnight Central Time for all students, 
staff, and faculty at no cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact information. 
 
Ottawa University Mission Statement 
The mission of Ottawa University is to provide the highest quality liberal arts and professional 
education in a caring, Christ-centered community of grace which integrates faith, learning and 
life. The University serves students of traditional age, adult learners and organizations 
through undergraduate and graduate programs. 
 


