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OTTAWA ONLINE 
ENG-31723 Multicultural Literature 

 
  

Course Description 
Study of works by African-American, Hispanic, Native American, female, and other 
historically marginalized authors, specifically to address issues of culture, value and 
self-development. Literature poses critical issues that arise in increasingly diverse 
societies of our shrinking world.  
This is a fully online, eight-week course.  We will not meet face-to-face at any time. 
Coursework for accelerated courses requires 12-15 hours of independent work each 
week. Some students may complete coursework in fewer hours and some students may 
require additional hours beyond the estimate.  Careful consideration should be given to 
this estimate when planning your personal schedule.   
 

Course Prerequisites 
None 

Course Objectives 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Discuss broad themes, common threads, and rich diversity to be found in 
literature reflecting multicultural experience in America. 

2. Assess the influence of social and political factors such as power and class in 
regards to various cultures. 

3. Analyze the language and symbols employed to represent multicultural 
perspectives. 

4. Analyze contemporary issues confronting members of multicultural communities 
in the context of current social issues, historical experience, and professional and 
intellectual lives. 

5. Evaluate the influence of American multicultural literature on the major issues 
and directions in political and social life in America. 

6. Articulate individual cultural identity, beliefs, and attitudes, and discuss the inter-
relatedness of the human experience. 
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Required Text 
Gillespie, S., Fonseca, T., & Pipolo, A.P. (2009, MLA Update). Literature across cultures 

(5th ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson. 

ISBN: 978-0-205-18468-2 

Course Assignment Descriptions 
You will have several opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of 
the principles taught in this course. The primary means of evaluating your work will be 
through practical application of the material. In the event that you have difficulty 
completing any of the assignments for this course, please contact your instructor 
immediately. Please refer to the Course Materials section of the cyberclassroom for 
complete details regarding the activities and assignments for this course. The following 
is merely a summary. 
 
Discussion contributions (160 points)  

Initial Substantive Posts: Submit an initial response to each of the prompts 
provided each week by your instructor. Your initial post should be substantive 
(approximately ½ of a page in length) and must be posted by midnight, Central Time 
by Wednesday of each week. In your substantive post you are encouraged to use 
references (you may use your textbook); show evidence of critical thinking as it 
applies to the concepts or prompt and/or use examples of the application of the 
concepts to work and life.  Proper punctuation, grammar and correct spelling are 
expected. Please use the spell-check function.  
Required Replies: You must reply to at least two different peers per prompt.  Your 
replies should build on the concept discussed, offer a question to consider, or add a 
differing perspective, etc. Rather than responding with, "Good post," explain why the 
post is "good" (why it is important, useful, insightful, etc.). Or, if you disagree, 
respectfully share your alternative perspective. Just saying "I agree" or "Good idea" 
is not sufficient for the posts you would like graded. 
Posting Guidelines: Overall, postings must be submitted on at least two separate 
days of the week. It is strongly recommended you visit the discussion forum 
throughout the week to read and respond to your peers’ postings. You are 
encouraged to post more than the required number of replies. 
 
(Please review the Policies section of Blackboard for further details.)  
 

 
Gender Equality Research Essay (100 points)  

For this assignment, you will research historical events which aided in women’s 
liberation.  Choose one of the following historical events to research: Mary 
Wollstonecraft’s A Vindication of the Rights of Women (1790), Olympe de Gourges’s 
Declaration of the Rights of Women and Female Citizens (1791), the American 
feminists’ movement of the 1970s, or the African American women’s movement 
(1970s to present). The research essay should be 2-3 pages and should only 
include scholarly sources from Ottawa University’s online library databases (a link is 
provided in the Resource Room). 
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Cultural Criticism Essay (50 points) 

For this assignment, you will construct a cultural criticism concerning one of the 
assigned course readings. The cultural criticism should be 2-3 pages and focus on a 
connection between the literature and society or the literature and a cultural group.  
Students should refer to the Week 4 Lecture: Examining War and Violence in 
Literature – Cultural Criticism, for further information regarding this essay. 

 
 
Race in the Media (50 points) 

Construct a 2-3 page analysis regarding the portrayal of race in the media. To 
complete this analysis, you must include at least two references from your reading 
and at least one reference to a video clip; you may also include personal 
experiences. You should analyze the positive and negative portrayals, as well as 
discuss the effects of these portrayals on the race(s) and society. 

 
Individualism Analysis Essay (50 points) 

For this assignment, you will analyze individualism within multicultural literature by 
discussing at least two of the works from this week’s readings in a 2-3 page analysis 
essay. Analyze, discuss, and evaluate the theme of individualism found within the 
works. The analysis essay should focus on the importance of individualism within 
culture through the discussion of the works and personal experience. 

 
Multiculturalism Perspective Assignment (100 points) 

For this assignment, you will be creating a 3-4 page researched analysis essay 
discussing the role of multiculturalism throughout society. Please use at least two 
scholarly sources, from Ottawa University’s Online Library Databases (link found in 
the Resource Room) and at least two textual references, from the assigned course 
readings. You may also incorporate additional sources, such as video clips and 
website information presented throughout this course, if you would like.   
 
In the essay you should evaluate the role of multiculturalism and its importance 
within society. Consider using a few of the following questions to direct your essay 
(you do not have to respond to all of these questions, however): 

• How do multicultural literature, media, and images mirror society? 
• How do multicultural literature, media, and images address social concerns 

and conflicts? 
• How do multicultural literature, media, and images provide resolutions for 

social concerns and conflicts? 
• How do multicultural literature, media, and images facilitate connections 

between various cultural groups? 
• How do multicultural literature, media, and images facilitate learning about 

various cultural groups? 
• How do multicultural literature, media, and images facilitate understanding 

and acceptance between various cultural groups?   

Course Schedule At-A-Glance* 
Please refer to the Term Calendar in our cyberclassroom for specifics regarding dates. 
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Week Readings & Activities Assignments 
Due 

Date/Time 
Due** 

 Week 1 • “Father and I” – Pär Lagerkvist 
(pages 49-52) 

• “I Get Born” – Zora Neal Hurston 
(pages 77-79) 

• “My Grandmother’s Hands” – Maria 
Mazziotti Gillan (pages 96-97) 

• “The Gift” – Li-Young Lee (page 100) 
• Lecture: Multicultural Framework 

• Course Discussion 
 

•  Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

Week 2 

 

•  “The Unforgetting” – Lan Samantha 
Chang (pages 29-39) 

• “The Nobel Lecture in Literature” --- 
Toni Morrison (pages 60-65) 

•  “Breaking Tradition” – Janice 
Mirikitani (pages 90-91) 

• “Frederick Douglass” – Robert 
Hayden (page 103) 

• Lecture: Writing an Analysis 

• Course Discussion 
 

•  Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

 

Week 3 •  “On Seeing the 100% Perfect Girl 
One Beautiful April Morning” – Haruki 
Murakami (pages 285-287) 

• “The Yellow Wallpaper” – Charlotte 
Perkins Gilman (pages 296-308) 

• “An Amateur Marriage” – Steve 
Tesich (pages 330-332) 

• “For My Lover, Returning to His Wife” 
– Anne Sexton (pages 349-350) 

• “AIDS” – May Sarton (pages 369-
370) 

• Course Discussion 
 
• Gender Equality 

Research Essay 
 

•  Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

• Sunday at midnight 

 Week 4 •  “Silence” -- Tadeusz Borowski 
(pages 477-478) 

• “The Curse” – André Dubus (pages 
479-483) 

• “Like a Winding Sheet” – Ann Petry 
(pages 497-504) 

•  “Not Just the Inner City: Well-to-Do 
Join Gangs” – Seth Mydans (pages 
514-516) 

• “Disabled” – Wilfred Owen (pages 
530-531) 

• Lecture: Examining War and 
Violence in Literature – Cultural 
Criticism 

•  Course Discussion 
 
• Cultural Criticism 

Essay 

•  Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

• Sunday at midnight 
  

Week 5 •  “Puertoricanness” – Aurora Levins 
Morales (pages 596-598) 

•  “Silent Dancing” – Judith Ortiz Cofer 
(pages 616-622) 

• “How I Learned to Read and Write” – 
Frederick Douglass (pages 623-626) 

•  “The Weary Blues” – Langston 
Hughes (page 646) 

•  “Legal Alien” – Pat Mora (pages 
656-657) 

• Course Discussion 
 
• Race in the Media 

Assignment 

•  Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

• Sunday at midnight 

Week 6 • “The Moment Before the Gun Went 
Off” – Nadine Gordimer (pages 583-
586) 

• Course Discussion 
 

 

•  Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 
 



 

5 of 7 

•  “Black Hair” – Gary Soto (pages 627-
632) 

• “I Hear America Singing” – Walt 
Whitman (page 641) 

• “On the Subway” – Sharon Olds 
(page 650) 

• “Latero Story” – Tato Laviera (pages 
653-655) 

• Lecture: Examining Economic 
Inequality and Power in Literature – 
Marxist Criticism 

 

Week 7 •  “The Rewards of Living a Solitary 
Life” – May Sarton (pages 836-837) 

•  “Constantly Risking Absurdity” – 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti (page 862) 

• “Antigone” – Sophocles (pages 868-
896) 

• Lecture: Sophocles and Antigone 

• Course Discussion 
 
• Individualism 

Analysis Essay 

•  Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

• Sunday at midnight 

Week 8 • “Eveline” – James Joyce (pages 812-
815) 

• “A Red Sweater” – Fae Myenne Ng 
(pages 816-822) 

•  “People” – Yevgeny Yevtushenko 
(page 856) 

• “What the Gossips Saw” – Leo 
Romero (pages 860-861) 

• Course Discussion 
 
• Multicultural 

Perspective 
Assignment  

 

 

•  Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sat. 

• Saturday at 
midnight 
 

* All online weeks run from Monday to Sunday, except the last week, which ends on Saturday. 
** All assignments are due at midnight Central Time.  (All submissions to the Blackboard system are 
date/time stamped in Central Time). 

Assignments At-A-Glance 
Assignment/Activity Qty. Points Total Points 

Weeks 1-8: Discussion - 20      
per week 160 

Week 3: Gender Equality Research Essay 1 100 100 
Week 4: Cultural Criticism Essay 1 50 50 
Week 5: Race in the Media Assignment 1 50 50 
Week 7: Individualism Analysis Essay 1 50 50 
Week 8: Multicultural Perspective Assignment 1 100 100 
TOTAL POINTS   510 
*Please refer to the Policies menu for more information about our Course Discussions. 

Grading Scale 
Grade Percentage Points 

A 90 to 100% 459 - 510  
B 80 to 89% 408 – 458  
C 70 to 79% 357 - 407 
D 60 to 69% 306 -356 
F < 60% < 305 

To access your scores, click on Grades in the Student Tools area in Blackboard. 
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Important Policies 
All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out here in this syllabus.  
However, additional university policies are located in the Policies section of Blackboard.  
You are responsible for reading and understanding all of these policies.  All of them are 
important.  Failure to understand or abide by them could have negative consequences 
for your experience in this course. 

Editorial Format for Written Papers 
All written assignments are to follow the MLA writing style guidelines for grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation for all English (ENG) courses.  This online course includes 
information regarding the MLA style under “Writing and Research Resources” in the 
Resource Room on the course menu in Blackboard and in the Weekly Materials 
section of the course.  

Ottawa Online Late Policy 
With instructor approval, assignments may be accepted for up to one week after the due 
date, but a minimum automatic deduction of 10% of the points will be assessed.  The 
instructor also has the option of increasing this deduction percentage up to a maximum 
of 20%. Extenuating circumstances may be determined on rare occasions and an 
extension allowed without a deduction, but only at the sole discretion of the instructor.  
  
Discussion board postings will not be accepted for credit when posted after the close of 
the discussion week. There are no exceptions to this rule; however, solely at the 
discretion of the instructor, the student may be allowed to submit an alternative 
assignment to make up for the points under extenuating circumstances. If granted, this 
should be an exception to the rule.  
  
No assignments will be accepted after the last day of the course (end of term) unless 
arrangements have been made and “approved” by the instructor at least one week in 
advance. 

Saving Work 
It is recommended that you save all of your work from this course on your own 
computer or flash drive. The capstone course you take at the end of your program may 
require you to have access to this work for culminating assignments and/or reflections. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated at any level on any assignment.  The 
reality of cyberspace has made academic dishonesty even more tempting for some, but 
be advised that technology can and will be used to help uncover those engaging in 
deception.  If you ever have a question about the legitimacy of a source or a procedure 
you are considering using, ask your instructor.  As the University Academic Council 
approved on May 29, 2003, “The penalty for plagiarism or any other form of academic 
dishonesty will be failure in the course in which the academic dishonesty occurred.  
Students who commit academic dishonesty can be dismissed from the university by the 
provost/director.”  
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Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Policies section of the online course menu 
for important information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism and 
cheating, including examples and explanations of these issues. 
 
Student Handbook 
Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource 
Room on the course menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the 
student handbook online for your campus. 
 
Please see Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies. 

Blackboard Technical Support 
The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use 
Blackboard as well as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa 
University offers technical support 24 hours/day for all students, staff, and faculty at no 
cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact information. 
 
Ottawa University Mission Statement 
The mission of Ottawa University is to provide the highest quality liberal arts and 
professional education in a caring, Christ-centered community of grace which integrates 
faith, learning and life. The University serves students of traditional age, adult learners 
and organizations through undergraduate and graduate programs. 
 


