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OTTAWA ONLINE 

EDC 7299 – Curriculum Design and Content Standards 

Course Description 
Course explores the integration of current theories of curriculum design with state 
content standards in the planning of mathematics, language arts, science, and social 
studies instruction in the classroom. (This is a fully online, 8-week course.  We will not 
meet face-to-face at any time.) 

Course role in the program/major: 
This course is part of the Curriculum and Instruction concentration for the Master of Arts 
in Education. The Curriculum and Instruction concentration is designed to help 
educators learn more about curriculum design, instructional techniques, and 
assessment, along with other related topics. 

Course Prerequisites 
No prerequisites for this course 

Course Objectives 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Compare and contrast philosophies of curriculum. 
2. Synthesize the various theories of curriculum. 
3. Create a Needs Assessment using various resources. 
4. Evaluate Bloom’s Taxonomy and design objectives to drive classroom 

instruction. 
5. Analyze information regarding effective curriculum design and how it relates to 

you personally as an educator. 
6. Discuss a systematic process for instructional design in educational curriculum. 
7. Discuss controversial curriculum issues and state opinions of each. 
8. Create and teach a lesson, and reflect on how you could improve your lesson to 

make positive changes in curriculum for your class or school. 

Course Materials 
Oliva, P., F. (2013). Developing the curriculum. (8th ed.). Boston: Allyn and Bacon  
ISBN: 978-0-13-262751-1 

Course Assignment Descriptions and Schedule At-A-Glance 
You will have several opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of 
the principles taught in this course. The primary means of evaluating your work will be 
through practical application of the material. In the event that you have difficulty 
completing any of the assignments for this course, please contact your instructor 
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immediately. Please refer to the Weekly Materials section of the cyberclassroom for 
complete details regarding the activities and assignments for this course. The following 
is merely a summary. 
 
Discussion contributions (160 points)  
(six postings per week @ 20 points per week) 

Initial Substantive Posts: Submit an initial response to each of the prompts 
provided each week by your instructor. Your initial post should be substantive 
(approximately ½ of a page in length) and must be posted by midnight, Central Time 
by Wednesday of each week. In your substantive post you are encouraged to use 
references (you may use your textbook); show evidence of critical thinking as it 
applies to the concepts or prompt and/or use examples of the application of the 
concepts to work and life.  Proper punctuation, grammar and correct spelling are 
expected. Please use the spell-check function.  
Required Replies: You must reply to at least two different peers per prompt.  Your 
replies should build on the concept discussed, offer a question to consider, or add a 
differing perspective, etc. Rather than responding with, "Good post," explain why the 
post is "good" (why it is important, useful, insightful, etc.). Or, if you disagree, 
respectfully share your alternative perspective. Just saying "I agree" or "Good idea" 
is not sufficient for the posts you would like graded. 
Posting Guidelines: Overall, postings must be submitted on at least two separate 
days of the week. It is strongly recommended you visit the discussion forum 
throughout the week to read and respond to your peers’ postings. You are 
encouraged to post more than the required number of replies. 
 
(Please review the Policies section of Blackboard for further details.)  
 

Introduction to Unit Plan 
Your field experience for this course will consist of designing and teaching a unit along 
with reflecting on what you have learned from that lesson and how it relates to 
curriculum. Read the instructions and expectations below as you begin working on the 
first step of this project. 
 
Instructions 
Create at least 5 lesson plans for the subject and grade you teach or will teach. This 
unit should be approximately 1-2 weeks in length. You will then need to teach the unit to 
a class or small group of students. 
 
After teaching the unit, write a 3-5 page self-reflection describing how your lesson went 
and what you would do differently the next time you teach it. In your reflection, also 
include how what you have learned from teaching this unit relates to what you have 
learned in this course regarding curriculum design and content standards. Consider how 
these lessons fit into the overall curriculum of the course/grade level. Discuss how 
changes in this unit could improve its effectiveness in terms of the curriculum of the unit, 
course, or grade level in which it fits. In other words, how could you improve this lesson 
to assist students in being better prepared for what they will encounter later in the 
curriculum of this course/grade level or in future courses/grades? Your self-reflection 
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should include at least 3 references in APA format (your textbook can be one of your 
references if you like). All references must be current (within the last 4 years). 
 
Unit Plan Guidelines 
The lessons can be designed in a format of your choosing, but must include at least the 
following sections: 

• Learner Overview - Age/grade level of students, subject area 
• Prerequisite skills - What do students need to know or be able to do before 

completing this lesson? 
• Objectives - What will students be able to do after completing this lesson? 

(Remember that objectives need to be observable or measurable and should 
utilize various levels of Bloom's Taxonomy) 

• Materials - What will you need? What will students need? 
• Procedures - Step-by-step description of what will occur in the lesson (you do not 

need to describe word for word what you will say, however) 
• Conclusion or Closure Activity - How will you end the lesson? 
• Assessment - How will you determine whether students met the learning 

objectives? Will your assessment be formal or informal? Formative or 
summative? 

•  
Completion of this assignment will take place in the following steps: 

• Week 2: Unit Plan Proposal – Write a 1-2 paragraph description of what ideas 
you currently have for your lesson. Be sure to include the age/grade level of the 
learners and the subject area for the lesson. (15 points) 

• Week 4: Unit Plan – Submit your actual lesson plans using the guidelines 
provided above. (85 points) 

• Week 8: Field Experience Reflection Paper – By this time you must have 
completed your field experience by teaching your lesson to a class or small 
group of students. Submit your reflection paper based on the guidelines provided 
above. (100 points) 

 
 

Week 1 
Readings • Chapter 1: Curriculum and Instruction Defined 

• Chapter 2: Principles of Curriculum Development 
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

 
Week 2 

Readings • Chapter 3: Curriculum Planning: A Multilevel, Multisector Process 
• Chapter 4: Curriculum Planning: The Human Dimension 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Levels of Planning Reflection 

Consider the levels and sectors of curriculum planning described in your 
text. Write a 2-3 page reflection discussing your experience regarding 
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who makes most of the curriculum decisions or plans and how close or 
far they are from the students themselves. Also discuss how 
assessments fit into these levels. Consider who designs various types of 
assessments and where those individuals are in relation to the students. 
Include your opinion on whether the curriculum and assessment 
decisions made at these different levels/sectors seem to be effective in 
promoting student learning and preparing students for the "real world" or 
if you think some changes should be made. Your opinions may differ 
based on your personal experiences in schools with which you have 
been involved either now or in the past. 
 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 50 
 
Unit Plan Proposal  
This week, you will be submitting your unit plan proposal. You will write 
1-2 paragraph description of what ideas you currently have for your 
lesson. Be sure to include the age/grade level of the learners and the 
subject area for the lesson. 
 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 15 

 
Week 3 

Readings • Chapter 5: Models for Curriculum Development 
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s) Models of Curriculum Essay 
Write a 3-4 page paper describing the relationship between curriculum 
and instruction using models of curriculum such as: dualistic model, 
interlocking model, concentric model, cyclical model. After describing 
the relationship using these models, create your own curriculum model 
using the text example. Discuss why you think your model would be 
particularly effective in the classroom. Include references in APA format 
for any sources used. 
 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 50 

 
Week 4 

Readings • Chapter 6: Philosophy and Aims of Education 
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s) Unit Plan 
This week, you will submit your completed unit plan that was introduced 
in week 1 and your proposal was submitted in week 2. You should 
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create at least 5 lesson plans for the subject and grade you teach or will 
teach. This unit should be approximately 1-2 weeks in length. You will 
then need to teach the unit to a class or small group of students for your 
reflection paper due in week 8. Please review the requirements for the 
unit plan in your weekly lesson or above in this syllabus.  
 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 85 
 
Philosophies of Curriculum Presentation  
Imagine you are a curriculum supervisor for your school or district. 
Create a Power Point presentation that could be presented to faculty 
discussing the major beliefs of the following schools of philosophy and 
draw implications for the curriculum: naturalism, idealism, realism, 
pragmatism, existentialism, scholasticism. Also consider how aspects of 
these philosophies can work together in designing effective curriculum 
to improve student learning. In addition to valid information, your 
presentation should be appealing and engaging. Include a 2-3 page 
summary in a word document of your presentation. 
 
Requirements: Please ensure you have the following as part of the 
presentation: 

• Slide transitions: At least two different slide transitions. 
• Design templates: Used a design template different than the 

default one presented. 
•  Layouts: Used at least two different slide layouts. 
•  At least 10 Slides. 
•  Describes the six schools of philosophy: naturalism, idealism, 

realism, pragmatism, existentialism, scholasticism. 
•  Connects philosophies to supporting curriculum and student 

growth. 
•  Must include a reference slide in APA format. 

 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 50 

 
Week 5 

Readings • Chapter 7: Needs Assessment 
• Chapter 8: Curriculum Goals and Objectives 
• Chapter 9: Organizing and Implementing the Curriculum 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Needs Assessment 

Explain how you would go about identifying needs of students.  Create a 
needs assessment that you could use in order to identify the strengths 
and challenges of an individual student or an entire class.  You may use 
various resources including your textbook and fellow teachers to identify 
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the needs of the student/class. 
 
Along with your needs assessment, also submit a 1-2 page paper 
discussing how you would use the needs assessment to determine the 
strengths and challenges of an individual student or class and what you 
would do with the results of the assessment in order to improve the 
situation. Also discuss how utilizing such needs assessment supports 
design and revision of curriculum in your classroom or school. 
 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 50 

 
Week 6 

Readings • Chapter 10: Evaluating Instruction 
• Chapter 11: Selecting and Implementing Strategies of 

Instruction 
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s)  Objectives and Bloom's Taxonomy Activity 
Write three instructional objectives for each of the six major 
categories of Bloom's Taxonomy of the cognitive domain. Your 
objectives can be for any age group or subject area, and you can 
utilize different grade levels and subject areas in the various 
objectives. Please provide some detail as to the types of learners 
each objective is designed for (elementary, middle school, high 
school, higher education, etc.). You may provide more detailed 
information about the types of learners if you wish. 
 
Requirements: 

• You may submit a list or a chart if you would like, as opposed 
to full paragraphs. 

• Designate in which category of Bloom's Taxonomy each 
objective fits. 

• Utilize different verbs for each objective. 
• Be sure that each objective is specific and observable or 

measurable. 
 

Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 50 

 
Week 7 

Readings • Chapter 12: Evaluating Instruction 
• Chapter 13: Evaluating the Curriculum 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
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Assignment(s)  Curriculum Evaluation 
Determine and provide evidence as to whether curriculum evaluation in 
a school system you know well suffers from any of the eight symptoms 
listed by the Phi Delta Kappa National Study Committee on Evaluation. 
Discuss suggestions you would provide to improve upon these areas of 
need. Write a 2-4 page paper briefly describing the school system you 
are reviewing (without including any identifying names or locations) and 
discussing any of the "eight symptoms" being exhibited by the school in 
terms of curriculum evaluation. Be sure to provide possible solutions or 
positive steps that could be taken to resolve the problems you describe. 
Include any references in APA format. 
 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 50 

 
Week 8 

Readings • Chapter 14: Digital Curriculum 
• Chapter 15: Current Curriculum Issues 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Saturday 
Assignment(s)  Field Experience Reflection Paper 

After teaching the unit you wrote and submitted in week 4, write a 3-5 
page self-reflection describing how your lesson went and what you 
would do differently the next time you teach it. In your reflection, also 
include how what you have learned from teaching this unit relates to 
what you have learned in this course regarding curriculum design and 
content standards. Consider how these lessons fit into the overall 
curriculum of the course/grade level. Discuss how changes in this unit 
could improve its effectiveness in terms of the curriculum of the unit, 
course, or grade level in which it fits. In other words, how could you 
improve this lesson to assist students in being better prepared for what 
they will encounter later in the curriculum of this course/grade level or in 
future courses/grades? Your self-reflection should include at least 3 
references in APA format (your textbook can be one of your references 
if you like). All references must be current (within the last 4 years). 
 
Due: Saturday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 100 

* All online weeks run from Monday to Sunday, except the last week, which ends on 
Saturday. 
** All assignments are due at midnight Central Time.  (All submissions to the 
Blackboard system are date/time stamped in Central Time). 
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Assignments At-A-Glance 

Assignment/Activity Qty. Points Total Points 

Weeks 1-8: Discussion* - 
20      
per 

week 
160 

Week 2: Levels of Planning Reflection 1 50 50 
Week 2: Unit Plan Proposal  1 15 15 
Week 3: Models of Curriculum Essay 1 50 50 
Week 4: Philosophies of Curriculum 
Presentation 1 50 50 

Week 4: Unit Plan 1 85 85 
Week 5: Needs Assessment 1 50 50 
Week 6: Objectives and Bloom’s 
Taxonomy Activity 1 50 50 

Week 7: Curriculum Evaluation Essay 1 50 50 
Week 8: Field Experience Reflection 
Paper 1 100 100 

TOTAL POINTS   660 
*Please refer to the Policies menu for more information about requirements for 
Discussions. 

Grading Scale 
Grade Percentage Points 

A 90 to 100% 594-660 
B 80 to 89% 528-593 
C 70 to 79% 462-527 
D 60 to 69% 396-461 
F < 60% < 395 

To access your scores, click on Grades in the Student Tools area in Blackboard. 

Important Policies 
All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out here in this syllabus.  
However, additional university policies are located in the Policies section of Blackboard.  
You are responsible for reading and understanding all of these policies.  All of them are 
important.  Failure to understand or abide by them could have negative consequences 
for your experience in this course. 

Editorial Format for Written Papers 
All written assignments are to follow the APA writing style guidelines for grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation.  This online course includes information regarding the APA 
style under “Writing and Research Resources” in the Resource Room on the course 
menu in Blackboard. 
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Ottawa Online Late Policy 
With instructor approval, assignments may be accepted for up to one week after the due 
date, but a minimum automatic deduction of 10% of the points will be assessed.  The 
instructor also has the option of increasing this deduction percentage up to a maximum 
of 20%. Extenuating circumstances may be determined on rare occasions and an 
extension allowed without a deduction, but only at the sole discretion of the instructor.  
  
Discussion board postings will not be accepted for credit when posted after the close of 
the discussion week. There are no exceptions to this rule; however, solely at the 
discretion of the instructor, the student may be allowed to submit an alternative 
assignment to make up for the points under extenuating circumstances. If granted, this 
should be an exception to the rule.  
  
No assignments will be accepted after the last day of the course (end of term) unless 
arrangements have been made and “approved” by the instructor at least one week in 
advance. 

Saving Work 
It is recommended that you save all of your work from this course on your own 
computer or flash drive. The capstone course you take at the end of your program may 
require you to have access to this work for culminating assignments and/or reflections. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated at any level on any assignment.  The 
reality of cyberspace has made academic dishonesty even more tempting for some, but 
be advised that technology can and will be used to help uncover those engaging in 
deception.  If you ever have a question about the legitimacy of a source or a procedure 
you are considering using, ask your instructor.  As the University Academic Council 
approved on May 29, 2003, “The penalty for plagiarism or any other form of academic 
dishonesty will be failure in the course in which the academic dishonesty occurred.  
Students who commit academic dishonesty can be dismissed from the university by the 
provost/director.”  
Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Policies section of the online course menu 
for important information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism and 
cheating, including examples and explanations of these issues. 
 
Student Handbook 
Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource 
Room on the course menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the 
student handbook online for your campus. 
 
Please see Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies. 

Blackboard Technical Support 
The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use 
Blackboard as well as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa 
University offers technical support from 8 a.m. to midnight Central Time for all students, 
staff, and faculty at no cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact information. 
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Ottawa University Mission Statement 
The mission of Ottawa University is to provide the highest quality liberal arts and professional 
education in a caring, Christ-centered community of grace which integrates faith, learning and 
life. The University serves students of traditional age, adult learners and organizations 
through undergraduate and graduate programs. 


