
 

 

 
OTTAWA ONLINE 

EDC-7703 – School and Community Resources for Education Intervention 
  

Course Description 

Examines networks, directories and guides for the identification and utilization of 
intervention resources found within school systems and in the community at large. 
This is a fully online, eleven week course.  We will not meet face-to-face at any time. 

Course Prerequisites 

No prerequisites for this course 

Course role in the program/major: 

This course is part of the Education Intervention concentration for the Master of Arts in 
Education.  

Course Objectives 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:  
1. Access and use school and community resources to meet the needs of students 

who are at-risk in the educational system.  
2. Describe the basic goals, services, and populations served by a variety of 

community services.  
3. Describe school funding systems, as well as types of funding used by community 

agencies, organizations, and programs.  
4. Locate and describe local, community-based agencies to which low-income 

students/families in need, could be referred for some of the following: food, shelter, 
clothing, GED/ESL, job training, substance abuse treatment, gang involvement, 
teen pregnancy, etc.  

5. Examine the strategies and techniques for educating students living in poverty. 
 

Course Materials 
Barr, D. & Parrett, W. (2001). Hope fulfilled for at-risk and violent youth: K-12 programs 

that work (2nd ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Publishers. ISBN 0-205-30886-4 
 
No later than the beginning of Week 3, you will need access to the motion picture film The 
Pursuit of Happyness (2006). This film is available through www.netflix.com, 
www.blockbuster.com, and Amazon Video on Demand from www.amazon.com, as well as 
some local video rental stores.   

http://www.netflix.com/
http://www.blockbuster.com/
http://www.amazon.com/


 

 

Overview of the Course 

Readings, Activities, and Assignments 
For this course, students will be reading the textbook, participating in online discussions, 
conducting interviews with community workers, watching and responding to a movie, 
volunteering in their communities, discovering community resources for at-risk students, 
and writing short papers.  
 
Participation: 
In fully online courses, student participation takes place in the text-based, asynchronous 
discussion forum. Participation is crucial in enhancing the learning environment within an 
online course. All students are expected to be active participants in group discussions at 
least 3 times per week. More information is available in the Competency Assessment section 
below as well as in the Participation Policies and Expectations portion of the Info & Policies 
section of our cyberclassroom in Blackboard. 
 

Competency Assessment 

You will have several opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of 
the principles taught in this course.  The primary means of evaluating your work will be 
through practical application of the material.  In the event that you have difficulty completing 
any of the assignments for this course, please contact me immediately. Please refer to the 
Course Materials section of the cyber classroom for complete details regarding the 
activities and assignments for this course.  The following is merely a summary. 
 

Discussion contributions --- 160 points 
Discussion policies, guidelines, & expectations 

Initial Substantive Posts: Submit an initial response to each of the prompts provided 
each week by your instructor. Your initial post should be substantive (approximately ½ of 
a page in length) and must be posted by midnight, Central Time by Wednesday of each 
week. In your substantive post you are encouraged to use references (you may use your 
textbook); show evidence of critical thinking as it applies to the concepts or prompt 
and/or use examples of the application of the concepts to work and life.  Proper 
punctuation, grammar and correct spelling are expected. Please use the spell-check 
function.  
Required Replies:  You must reply to at least two different peers per prompt.  Your 
replies should build on the concept discussed, offer a question to consider, or add a 
differing perspective, etc. Rather than responding with, "Good post," explain why the post 
is "good" (why it is important, useful, insightful, etc.). Or, if you disagree, respectfully 
share your alternative perspective. Just saying "I agree" or "Good idea" is not sufficient 
for the posts you would like graded. 
Posting Guidelines:  Overall, postings must be submitted on at least two separate days 
of the week.  It is strongly recommended you visit the discussion forum throughout the 
week to read and respond to your peers’ postings.  You are encouraged to post more 
than the required number of replies.        
All sources must be cited.  
If you are using information in your postings from other sources (textbook, journal 
articles, professional texts, etc.) you must cite your sources just like you would in a 



 

 

research paper. You are required to do this to avoid plagiarism. Please review the 
plagiarism guidelines provided in this course. 
Personal Experiences: Your posts should reflect the information covered in the material 
of the week, however, your school and personal experiences are also welcome if they 
move the conversation into meaningful areas, or add pertinent information.  Keep in 
mind, this is a public, academic forum, so please do not share anything you would not be 
comfortable sharing in a business setting 
 

Local Poverty Issues Paper (30 points) 
Write a 2-3 page paper in APA style discussing local poverty issues in your state or 
county. Explore statistics on the U.S. Census Bureau website and other sources to learn 
more about poverty issues in your area. Discuss what some of the problems are in your 
state/local community along with some possible ways that schools could improve the 
situation. Include at least 3 sources referenced in APA format.  
 

Resource Agency Interview (30 points) 
Interview a case worker from a comprehensive resource agency, such as the Salvation 
Army or other shelters or rehabilitation facilities. Write a 2-3 page reflection paper 
discussing what you have learned from your interview. Ask questions that will help you to 
learn more about how these agencies can help students like those you might work with 
and their families. Include an APA reference for the interview along with references for 
any other sources used in writing the reflection paper.   

 
Film Reflection (30 points) 

Watch the motion picture film, The Pursuit of Happyness. Write a reflection that answers 
the questions provided below. Respond with at least 2-3 paragraphs for each question. 
Include references in APA format for any sources used in answering the questions, along 
with a reference for the movie itself. 

 
1. Do you think it is true that most people who live in poverty don't work hard and 

choose not to apply themselves? 
2. How is the version of homelessness in the movie different than what the 

homeless really experience? 
3. If you were one of the day care teachers in the movie, what steps could you have 

taken to help Chris Garner’s family?  
4. What agencies in your local community that would have provided a support 

system for Chris Garner’s family? Discuss who some of the agencies are and 
how they help those living in poverty. 

5. There some developed countries in which there are fewer homeless people than 
in the U.S. Why do you think are there so many homeless people in the U.S.? 
Please include the use of at least one outside source other than your textbook to 
assist you in answering this question. 

 
Survivor Activity (20 points) 

You will participate in an activity that tests your knowledge of local resources and will 
expand your list of local support systems you can share with your school. Read through 
the slideshow provided, and answer each of the 10 questions in the slideshow. Use your 
current knowledge of local resources and explore to find more possible options for 



 

 

families in your school district who are going through difficult times. Provides a brief 
description of the resource(s) you have found to answer each question. When applicable, 
provide links to websites containing further information about these resources. 

 
Substance Abuse Representative Interview (30 points) 

Conduct an interview of a representative from a Behavioral Health or Substance Abuse 
Agency. Write a 2-3 page summary/reflection of the interview. Consider questions such 
as: What is the most common addiction/disorder they treat? Approximately how many 
people do they treat a year? What types of services do they provide? How do they 
acquire funding for the program? You can also include other questions that you think 
would expand your understanding of how such agencies could help your students or their 
families. In your reflection, include what you have learned from the agency 
representative, along with a description of how you could use this information to help 
your students, their families, or your school guidance department to provide more 
information to families. 

 
Delinquency Prevention Paper (30 points) 

Write a 2-3 page paper in APA style discussing gang and juvenile delinquency 
prevention resources in your community or state. Describe what the resources are, what 
they do to prevent delinquency issues, and some information about how someone could 
learn more about the program/agency. Provide a website address if possible. Include at 
least 3 references in APA format that are not provided in this course. 

 
Challenges of Poverty Paper (30 points) 

Research and write a 2-4 page paper in APA format on "The challenges of educating 
children living in poverty." Locate at least 3 scholarly resources beyond your textbook 
that discuss some of these challenges and provide some possible ways to improve the 
educational process for the child. Include a reference page in APA format for your 
resources. 

 
Alternative School Educator Interview (30 points) 

Interview an educator who works at some type of alternative school. Consider asking 
questions to learn more about the programs and initiatives this alternative school has for 
students who are at-risk along with meeting other specific student needs. Also ask 
questions to learn about how this school differs from the traditional school system. Write 
a 2-3 page reflection on your interview, discussing what you have learned about 
alternatives schools (the school where your interviewee works in particular). Compare 
and contrast the school where you work (or schools with which you have previously been 
affiliated) with this alternative school.    
  

Community Service Presentation (70 points) 
Your major project for this course involves completing at least 4 hours of community 
service and creating a presentation reflecting on your experience. Review the 
instructions below so you can begin planning your volunteer location and times. 
 
Community Service Presentation (70 points) 



 

 

You are required to complete a minimum of 4 hours of community service at a local service 
agency that serves children and families. Submit the verification form provided in Course 
Material along with a letter on agency letterhead to verify that you have completed these 
hours. You will submit these forms by scanning them and uploading them into Blackboard. 
(If you do not have access to a scanner, another option will be provided for you in Course 
Material.) 
Once you have completed your community service, you will create a PowerPoint 
presentation demonstrating what the organization does and how they benefit children and 
families. Imagine you are creating a 10-15 minute slideshow to present to fellow educators 
during in-service or some other type of professional development training. Include general 
information about what the organization does as well as information regarding your 
personal experience participating in community service there. You may want to discuss 
opportunities educators or students could have to volunteer for the organization, as well. 
Be sure to focus on how this organization could be helpful for students and families in your 
school or community. Do not include the specific names of any individuals in your 
presentation (due to permission and privacy issues). If you would like to refer to individuals 
who work for the organization, please refer to them by title instead of by name. 
This project is due Wednesday of Week 8. You will be posting your project to the 
assignment dropbox and to the Discussion Forum for peer review.  
 
Community Service Presentation Discussion Forum (30 points) 
During Week 8, you will post you community service presentation as an attachment in this 
forum. You will need to respond to at least 3 of your peers' presentations before midnight, 
CT on Saturday of Week 8. Be sure that your posts are substantial, just like all other 
discussion replies in throughout the course. 

 

Course Schedule At-A-Glance* 

Week Readings 
(Please include chapter 

number and title) 

Activities & 
Assignments Due This 

Week 
(Please include Course 

Discussion as one of the 
assignments in applicable 

weeks) 

Date/Time 
Due** 

1  Chapter 1: The Crisis of At-
Risk Children and Youth 

 Chapter 2: Who Are the At-
Risk and Why? 

 Required Articles/Web 
Exploration 

 Course Discussion  
 
 

 Weekly at midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

 Sunday at midnight, CT 

2  Chapter 4: How Schools Fail 
At-Risk Youth  

 Required Articles/Web 
Exploration 

 

 Course Discussion 
 

 Weekly at midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

 Sunday at midnight, CT 

3  Required Articles/Web 
Exploration 

 Course Discussion 

 Local Poverty Issues Paper 

 Film Reflection 

 Weekly at midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

 Sunday at midnight, CT 
 



 

 

4  Required Articles/Web 
Exploration 

 Course Discussion 

 Assignment Survivor Activity 

 Resource Agency Interview 

 Weekly at midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

 Sunday at midnight, CT 
 

5  Required Articles/Web 
Exploration 

 Course Discussion 

 Substance Abuse 
Representative Interview 

 

 Weekly at midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

 Sunday at midnight, CT 
 

6  Chapter 3: Violent and 
Violence Prone Students: A 
National Crisis Escalates 

 Required Articles/Web 
Exploration 

 Course Discussion 

 Delinquency Prevention 
Paper 

 Alternative School Educator 
Interview 

 Weekly at midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

 Sunday at midnight, CT 

7  Chapter 5: What We Know 
About Effective Programs 

 Chapter 6: Programs that 
Work: Early Childhood and 
Elementary Schools 

 Chapter 7: Programs that 
Work: Middle 
Schools/Junior High 
Schools 

 Chapter 8: Programs that 
Work: High School 
Programs 

 Required Articles/Web 
Exploration 

 Course Discussion 

 Challenges of Educating 
those Living in Poverty 
Paper 

 

 Weekly at midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

 Sunday at midnight, CT 
 

8  Chapter 9: Restructuring 
Public Education for At-
Risk Youth: Three 
Approaches that Work 

 Chapter 10: Creating the 
Will to Educate All 
Students Required 
Articles/Web Exploration 

 

 Course Discussion 

 Community Service 
Presentation  

 Community Service 
Presentation Discussion 
Forum  

 Weekly at midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

 Saturday at midnight, CT 
 

 
* All online weeks run from Monday to Sunday, except the last week, which ends on Saturday. 
** All assignments are due at midnight Central Time.  (All submissions to the Blackboard system are 
date/time stamped in Central Time). 
 
 
 

Assignments At-A-Glance 

Assignment Qty. Points Total 
Points 

Discussion Forums 8 20 160 

Local Poverty Issues Paper 1 30 30 

Resource Agency Interview  1 30 30 

Film Reflection 1 30 30 

Survivor Activity 1 20 20 

Substance Abuse Representative Interview 1 30 30 



 

 

Delinquency Prevention Paper 1 30 30 

Challenges of Poverty Paper 1 30 30 

Alternative School Educator Interview 1 30 30 

Community Service Presentation 1 70 70 

Community Service Discussion Forum 1 30 30 

TOTAL POINTS   490 
*Please refer to the Info & Policies menu for more information about our Course Discussions. 

Grading Scale 

Grade Percentage Points 

A 90 to 100% 441-490 

B 80 to 89% 392-440 

C 70 to 79% 343-391 
D 60 to 69% 294-342 

F  60 < 293 

To access your scores, click on Grades in the Student Tools area in Blackboard. 

Important Policies 

All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out here in this syllabus.  However, 
additional university policies are located in the Policies folder in the Info & Policies section 
of Blackboard.  You are responsible for reading and understanding all of these policies.  All 
of them are important.  Failure to understand or abide by them could have negative 
consequences for your experience in this course. 

Ottawa Online Late Policy 
 
With instructor approval, assignments may be accepted for up to one week after the due 
date, but a minimum automatic deduction of 10% of the points will be assessed.  The 
instructor also has the option of increasing this deduction percentage up to a maximum of 
20%. Extenuating circumstances may be determined on rare occasions and an extension 
allowed without a deduction, but only at the sole discretion of the instructor. Editorial 
Format for Written Papers 

 
All written assignments are to follow the APA writing style guidelines for grammar, spelling, 
and punctuation.  This online course includes information regarding the APA style under 
“Writing and Research Resources” in the Resource Room on the course menu in 
Blackboard. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Info & Policies section of the online course 
menu for important information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism and 
cheating, including examples and explanations of these issues. 
 

Student Handbook 
Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource Room 
on the course menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the student 
handbook online for your campus. 



 

 

Please see Info & Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies. 

Blackboard Technical Support 

The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use 
Blackboard as well as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa 
University offers technical support from 8 a.m. to midnight Central Time for all students, 
staff, and faculty at no cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact information. 
 

Ottawa University Mission Statement 
The mission of Ottawa University is to provide the highest quality liberal arts and professional 
education in a caring, Christ-centered community of grace which integrates faith, learning and 
life. The University serves students of traditional age, adult learners and organizations through 
undergraduate and graduate programs. 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp

