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OTTAWA ONLINE 

EDF-7203 Diverse Community of Learners 
 

Course Description 

In-depth study of variability among students in schools and other educational settings 
from preschool to adult learning. Special focus on the identification of and programming 
for at-risk students.  

This is a fully online, eight-week course.  We will not meet face-to-face at any time. 

Course Prerequisites 

No prerequisites for this course.  

Course Objectives 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

Goal/Objective Teaching Standard 

1.  Identify the socioeconomic trends and the social 
trends and the social class structure and the 
subgroups that make up school groups. 

APTS:  4, 5, 6, 7, 8 
INTASC: 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9 
NCATE: 1,3,4,5,6 
 

2.  Compare and contrast the risk factors of children 
and youth in differing social class environments. 

APTS: 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8 
INTASC: 1,2,3,4,5,6 
NCATE: 1, 3, 4 
 

3.  List and discuss the cultural factors that affect 
classroom performance and cognitive development. 

APTS: 3, 6, 7, 8 
INTASC: 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9 
NCATE:  1,2,3,4 
 

4. Define social class and how it affects school 
performance. 

APTS:  3, 6, 7, 8 
INTASC: 1,2,3,4,5,6 
NCATE: 1,2,3,4 
 

5. Compare and contrast school reform and its 
effectiveness on improving curriculum and student 
achievement. 

APTS: 1, 3, 6, 7, 8 
INTASC: 6,7,8,9 
NCATE: 1,3,4 
 

6.  Identify locations in the community and visit 
culturally diverse places. 

APTS: 1, 3, 6, 7, 8 
INTASC: 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9 
NCATE: 1, 3, 4,5 
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Master of Arts in Education Learning Outcomes 

This course addresses the following program outcomes: 
 
1.     Analyze, integrate and apply theories, research, and techniques to plan and serve 

effectively within one’s professional field of study. 

a. Appraise major theories currently driving the field of Education from empirical, 
historical, philosophical and conceptual perspectives;  

b. Interpret best practices research in order to effectively plan and serve diverse 
student populations. 

c. Construct a wide array of inclusive educational strategies to encourage all learners or 

educational communities to reach high standards of individual growth and academic 

performance. 

4.     Demonstrate an understanding of the value of continued personal and professional 
knowledge. 

 c. Evaluate the effects of one’s choices and actions on others (students, 
parents, colleagues, and the community), and actively seek opportunities to 
grow professionally through training. 

5. Model Ottawa University values and culture by practicing mutual respect, 
encouragement, and support within the learning community.  

 
a. Value communities which prepare students for participation in a 

social/political democracy and in a diverse, global society.  
b. Justify ethical decision-making by implementing caring and equitable 

practices and by embracing diverse populations. 

Required Text 

Cushner, K., McClelland, A., & Safford, P. (2012). Human diversity in education: An 
integrative approach (7th ed.). New York: McGraw-Hill. 

 
ISBN: 9780078110276 

Course Assignment Descriptions 

You will have several opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of 
the principles taught in this course. The primary means of evaluating your work will be 
through practical application of the material. In the event that you have difficulty 
completing any of the assignments for this course, please contact your instructor 
immediately. Please refer to the Weekly Materials section of the cyberclassroom for 
complete details regarding the activities and assignments for this course. The following 
is merely a summary. 
 
Discussion contributions (160 points)  
(six postings per week @ 20 points per week) 



 

3 of 12 

Initial Substantive Posts: Submit an initial response to each of the prompts 
provided each week by your instructor. Your initial post should be substantive 
(approximately ½ of a page in length) and must be posted by midnight, Central Time 
by Wednesday of each week. In your substantive post you are encouraged to use 
references (you may use your textbook); show evidence of critical thinking as it 
applies to the concepts or prompt and/or use examples of the application of the 
concepts to work and life.  Proper punctuation, grammar and correct spelling are 
expected. Please use the spell-check function.  

Required Replies: You must reply to at least two different peers per prompt.  Your 
replies should build on the concept discussed, offer a question to consider, or add a 
differing perspective, etc. Rather than responding with, "Good post," explain why the 
post is "good" (why it is important, useful, insightful, etc.). Or, if you disagree, 
respectfully share your alternative perspective. Just saying "I agree" or "Good idea" 
is not sufficient for the posts you would like graded. 

Posting Guidelines: Overall, postings must be submitted on at least two separate 
days of the week. It is strongly recommended you visit the discussion forum 
throughout the week to read and respond to your peers’ postings. You are 
encouraged to post more than the required number of replies. 
 
(Please review the Policies section of Blackboard for further details.)  
 
 

 

Week 1 
Readings  Chapter 1: Education in a Changing Society 

 Chapter 2: Multicultural Education: Historical and Theoretical 
Perspectives 

Discussion  Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

 At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s)       Cultural Factors and Multicultural Education 
 
Write a 3-4 page paper describing cultural factors that affect 
classroom performance, as well as social and cognitive development, 
as well as how multicultural education addresses these factors. Be 
sure to discuss culture, not necessarily social class or socioeconomic 
status, unless you are describing them in relation to culture.  
 
Consider the following questions in your response:  

 What are some components of a student's culture that could 
impact academic performance? Describe specific examples of 
how the student's academic work could be impacted by those 
cultural components.  

 How can culture impact students socially in their 
communication and interaction with teachers and other 
students? What are some possible inaccurate assumptions 
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teachers could make that are due to a student's cultural 
background and behaviors or mannerisms based on culture? 
Describe how teachers could avoid these misconceptions.  

 How can culture, including language considerations, affect 
students' cognitive development at various ages or grade 
levels?  

 How does multicultural education address these different 
issues relating to academic performance, social development 
and interaction, and cognitive development? Include some of 
the advantages and disadvantages of multicultural and 
bilingual education in relation to these components of learning 
and development.  

 
Include the following in your paper:  

 A title page, reference page, and in-text citations in APA format 
for at least two scholarly sources (aim for sources that are fairly 
recent, preferably within the last five years)  

 3-4 pages of text, not including the title page and reference 
page  

 An introduction describing the main idea of your paper and 
providing a brief summary of the points to be discussed  

 A conclusion reviewing the main ideas and bringing the paper 
to a close  

 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT  
Points Possible: 40  

 

Week 2 
Readings  Chapter 3: Culture and the Culture-Learning Process  

 Article: Why Does the Gap Persist? by Paul E. Barton 

Discussion  Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

 At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s)       Article Review and Reaction 1 
 

Read the article Why Does the Gap Persist? provided in the Week 2 
lesson. Write a review and reaction paper. Your paper should include a 
summary of the article, as well as your reaction to it. Consider aspects 
of the article that you agree with as well as those that you disagree 
with. Describe anything that you found particularly surprising or 
interesting, as well. Your review or summary of the article should be 
no more than one page in length so that you can focus on your 
reaction more so than just describing the article. 
 
Your paper should include the following: 

 A title page and reference page in APA format (an abstract is 
not necessary) 

 3-4 pages of text (double-spaced) in addition to the title page 
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and reference page 

 In-text citations for the article in review as well as at least one 
other scholarly source 

 An introduction describing the main idea of your paper and 
providing a brief summary of the points to be discussed  

 A conclusion reviewing the main ideas and bringing the paper 
to a close 

 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 30 

 

Week 3 
Readings  Chapter 4: Classrooms and Schools as Cultural Crossroads 

 Chapter 5: Intercultural Development: Considering the Growth of 
Self and Others 

Discussion  Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

 At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s)       Literature Review Proposal 
 
The final project for this course is to write a literature review relating to 
working with diverse groups of learners. The specific instructions for 
this assignment are provided in the Learning Content section of this 
lesson so that you can begin preparing for your paper.  
 
This week you need to review the instructions for the assignment 
and submit a brief description of the topic you would like to use for 
your paper, as well as why you have chosen that topic. Include the 
following in your proposal:  

 The specific topic you would like to investigate (1-2 sentences)  
 A description of how that topic relates to the content of this 

course (3-5 sentences)  
 An explanation of why you have chosen this topic and how it 

relates to your current or potential future work in education (5-7 
sentences)  

 Your thesis question(s) - What question(s) do you want to 
answer through your review of current literature on this topic? 
Your question(s) should be very specific.  

 A thesis statement that comes from the thesis question(s).  
 A reference list in APA format of at least four current (typically 

not more than 4-5 years old), scholarly sources that you could 
possibly use in your paper. You will need at least five sources 
for your paper, but only four are required as possible sources 
for your proposal. Your reference list may change as you 
continue working on the paper, however.  

 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT  
Points Possible: 20  
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Week 4 
Readings  Chapter 6: Creating Classrooms that Address Race and Ethnicity 

 Chapter 7: The Classroom as a Global Community: Nationality 
and Region 

 Article: Beyond Brown: The New Wave of Desegregation 
Litigation 

Discussion  Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

 At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s)       Essay on Race and Ethnicity in Education 
 
After reviewing this week's readings on issues of race and ethnicity in 
the educational setting, write a 2-3 page essay describing what some 
of the most prevalent issues are relating to these topics. To do this, 
choose a specific age range or grade level range, anywhere from 
preschool through adults in higher education. Consider the following 
ideas for your essay (you do not necessarily have to address each 
one, however):  

 What difficulties might students in the chosen age group have 
that relate to race or ethnicity?  

 If the age group you are describing is children, not adults, what 
concerns might parents have about race and ethnicity in 
schools?  

 How should teachers of this age group deal with examples of 
prejudice or racism that appear in their classrooms? How can 
teachers reduce prejudice in their students?  

 What are some strategies for teachers to deal with instances 
where students or their parents think they are being treated 
unfairly in school because of their race or ethnicity?  

 
Find at least two peer-reviewed, scholarly sources in addition to your 
textbook to support your ideas.  
 
Your paper should include the following:  

 A title page and reference page in APA format (an abstract is 
not necessary)  

 2-3 pages of text (double-spaced) in addition to the title page 
and reference page  

 In-text citations for at least two peer-reviewed, scholarly 
sources in addition to your textbook, if you choose to use it as 
a source  

 An introduction describing the main idea of your paper and 
providing a brief summary of the points to be discussed  

 A clear thesis or main idea statement that all of your points 
support  

 A conclusion reviewing the main ideas and bringing the paper 
to a close  
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Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 30 

 

Week 5 
Readings  Chapter 8: Developing Learning Communities: Language and 

Learning Style 

 Chapter 11: Creating Developmentally Appropriate 
Classrooms: The Importance of Age and Developmental Status 

Discussion  Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

 At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s)  Essay on School Reform  

 
For this essay, you will be reviewing some information on school 
reform efforts that relate to the topics of this course. The phrase 
"school reform" can refer to many different types of initiatives that 
have been or are being implemented in school systems in order to 
improve the educational situation for all students or certain groups of 
students. This week you will choose one specific school reform 
initiative and write a 2-3 page paper describing how it relates to 
diverse learners. The initiative you choose may relate to many 
different types of diverse learners, or it may be designed for just one. 
Not more than one page of your essay should be just describing what 
the initiative is. The main focus needs to be on how it meets the 
needs of specific diverse learners.  
 
Find at least two peer-reviewed, scholarly sources in addition to your 
textbook to support your ideas. You may need to cite and reference 
websites that describe the initiative, as well, however at least two 
scholarly sources must be used to back up your ideas regarding how 
the school reform initiative chosen supports specific learners.  
Consider how the reform effort could assist students from various 
social classes, cultures, socioeconomic groups, races, ethnicities, 
nationalities, as well as English Language Learners. The resources 
provided in this week's Learning Content section will assist you in 
finding some examples of school reform to consider writing about.  
 
Your paper should include the following:  

 A title page and reference page in APA format (an abstract is 
not necessary)  

 2-3 pages of text (double-spaced) in addition to the title page 
and reference page  

 In-text citations for at least two peer-reviewed, scholarly 
sources in addition to your textbook, if you choose to use it as 
a source  

 An introduction describing the main idea of your paper and 
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providing a brief summary of the points to be discussed  
 A clear thesis or main idea statement that all of your points 

support  
 A conclusion reviewing the main ideas and bringing the paper 

to a close  
 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 30 

 

Week 6 
Readings  Chapter 9: Religious Pluralism in Secular Classrooms 

 Chapter 10: Developing a Collaborative Classroom: Gender 
and Sexual Orientation  

Discussion  Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

 At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s)  Literature Review Outline and Reference List  

 

Submit an outline of your research paper. Please also include a 
reference list in APA format of at least five sources you plan on using.  

An example Outline Template has been provided in the Week 6 
lesson to give you some ideas as to what should be included in your 
outline. You do not have to follow this outline template if you would 
like to use your own format, or you can modify the template to suit 
your needs. However, you do need to include a sufficient amount of 
detail in your outline. Merely providing a list of topics without specific 
details will not earn full credit for this assignment.  

 

Please submit your outline and reference list in ONE document, not 
two separate documents.  

 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 20 

 

Week 7 
Readings  Chapter 12: Creating Inclusive Classrooms: The 

Ability/Disability Continuum and the Health Dimension  

 Article: Making Differences Ordinary in Inclusive Classrooms 

Discussion  Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

 At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 
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Assignment(s)  Article Review and Reaction 2  

 
Read the article Making Differences Ordinary in Inclusive Classrooms 
provided in the Readings section of this lesson. Write a review and 
reaction paper. Your paper should include a summary of the article, 
as well as your reaction to it. Consider aspects of the article that you 
agree with as well as those that you disagree with. Describe anything 
that you found particularly surprising or interesting, as well. Your 
review or summary of the article should be no more than one page in 
length so that you can focus on your reaction more so than just 
describing the article.  
 
Your paper should include the following:  

 A title page and reference page in APA format (an abstract is 
not necessary)  

 3-4 pages of text (double-spaced) in addition to the title page 
and reference page  

 In-text citations for the article in review as well as at least one 
other scholarly source  

 An introduction describing the main idea of your paper and 
providing a brief summary of the points to be discussed  

 A conclusion reviewing the main ideas and bringing the paper 
to a close  

 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 30 

 

Week 8 
Readings  Chapter 13: Improving Schools for all Children: The Role of 

Social Class and Social Status in Teaching and Learning 

 Article: Creating New Inequalities 

Discussion  Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

 At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Saturday 

Assignment(s)  Literature Review  

 
The final project for this course is to write a literature review relating to 
working with diverse groups of learners.  
 
Possible topics might include: teen pregnancy, teen suicide, abuse of 
any kind, social class, dysfunctional families, anti-bias programs, 
discipline or character issues or programs (Character Counts, 
Assertive Discipline, Love and Logic, etc.), issues or programs 
involving race or ethnicity, programs that address substance abuse 
(DARE, 12 step programs, etc), racial or ethnic issues, immigration, 
compensatory programs (Head Start, Job Corps, GED programs etc.)  
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You may choose a topic other than those listed here, however. These 
are just suggestions to get you thinking.  
 
Your paper should include:  

 A title page and reference page in APA format  
 An abstract in APA format  
 8-12 pages of text (double-spaced) in addition to the title page, 

abstract, and reference page  
 In-text citations in APA format for at least five current (typically 

not more than 4-5 years old), scholarly sources  
 An introduction describing the main idea of your paper and 

providing a brief summary of the points to be discussed  
 A conclusion reviewing the main ideas and bringing the paper 

to a close  
 
Due: Saturday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 120 

* All online weeks run from Monday to Sunday, except the last week, which ends on Saturday. 
** All assignments are due at midnight Central Time.  (All submissions to the Blackboard system are 
date/time stamped in Central Time). 

Assignments At-A-Glance 

Assignment/Activity Qty. Points Total Points 

Weeks 1-8: Discussion  - 
20      

per week 
160 

Week 1: Cultural Factors and Multicultural Education 1 40 40 
Week 2: Article Review and Reaction 1 1 30 30 
Week 3: Literature Review Proposal 1 20 20 
Week 4: Essay on Race and Ethnicity in Education 1 30 30 
Week 5: Essay on School Reform 1 30 30 
Week 6: Literature Review Outline and Reference List 1 20 20 
Week 7: Article Review and Reaction 2 1 30 30 
Week 8: Literature Review 1 120 120 

TOTAL POINTS   480 
*Please refer to the Policies menu for more information about our Course Discussions. 

Grading Scale 

Grade Percentage Points 

A 90 to 100% 432-480 

B 80 to 89% 384-431 

C 70 to 79% 336-383 

D 60 to 69% 288-335 

F  60% < 288 
To access your scores, click on Grades in the Student Tools area in Blackboard. 
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Important Policies 

All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out here in this syllabus.  
However, additional university policies are located in the Policies section of Blackboard.  
You are responsible for reading and understanding all of these policies.  All of them are 
important.  Failure to understand or abide by them could have negative consequences 
for your experience in this course. 

Editorial Format for Written Papers 

All written assignments are to follow the APA writing style guidelines for grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation.  This online course includes information regarding the APA 
style under “Writing and Research Resources” in the Resource Room on the course 
menu in Blackboard. 

Ottawa Online Late Policy 

With instructor approval, assignments may be accepted for up to one week after the due 
date, but a minimum automatic deduction of 10% of the points will be assessed.  The 
instructor also has the option of increasing this deduction percentage up to a maximum 
of 20%. Extenuating circumstances may be determined on rare occasions and an 
extension allowed without a deduction, but only at the sole discretion of the instructor.  
  
Discussion board postings will not be accepted for credit when posted after the close of 
the discussion week. There are no exceptions to this rule; however, solely at the 
discretion of the instructor, the student may be allowed to submit an alternative 
assignment to make up for the points under extenuating circumstances. If granted, this 
should be an exception to the rule.  
  
No assignments will be accepted after the last day of the course (end of term) unless 
arrangements have been made and “approved” by the instructor at least one week in 
advance. 

Saving Work 

It is recommended that you save all of your work from this course on your own 
computer or flash drive. The capstone course you take at the end of your program may 
require you to have access to this work for culminating assignments and/or reflections. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated at any level on any assignment.  The 
reality of cyberspace has made academic dishonesty even more tempting for some, but 
be advised that technology can and will be used to help uncover those engaging in 
deception.  If you ever have a question about the legitimacy of a source or a procedure 
you are considering using, ask your instructor.  As the University Academic Council 
approved on May 29, 2003, “The penalty for plagiarism or any other form of academic 
dishonesty will be failure in the course in which the academic dishonesty occurred.  
Students who commit academic dishonesty can be dismissed from the university by the 
provost/director.”  
Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Policies section of the online course menu 
for important information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism and 
cheating, including examples and explanations of these issues. 
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Student Handbook 
Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource 
Room on the course menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the 
student handbook online for your campus. 
 
Please see Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies. 

Blackboard Technical Support 

The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use 
Blackboard as well as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa 
University offers technical support from 8 a.m. to midnight Central Time for all students, 
staff, and faculty at no cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact information. 
 

Ottawa University Mission Statement 
The mission of Ottawa University is to provide the highest quality liberal arts and professional 
education in a caring, Christ-centered community of grace which integrates faith, learning and 
life. The University serves students of traditional age, adult learners and organizations 
through undergraduate and graduate programs. 
 

http://www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp

