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OTTAWA ONLINE 

EDU-20000 Technology for Educators 
  

Course Description 
Explore, and practice using, new and emerging technologies, applications, and devices to equip 
teacher-candidates with 21st Century Technology skills, knowledge, and tools for creating 
relevant, meaningful, and rigorous educational environments. This is not a basic computer 
applications course. Participants should have fundamental computer skills in word processing, 
file management, internet use, and email applications. If not comfortable with this level of 
proficiency, students should arrange for assistance prior to enrolling in the course. 
 
This is a fully online, eight -week course.  We will not meet face-to-face at any time. 

Course Prerequisites 
Should be taken after EDU-30731 The Teaching Profession I, and after or concurrently 
with EDU-30732 The Teaching Profession II, and EDU-20000 Technology for Educators 

Course Objectives 
Upon completion of this class, the student will be able to demonstrate aspects of the 
following ISTE Standards: 

1. ISTE Standard I: Facilitate and Inspire Student Learning and Creativity 
2. ISTE Standard II: Design and Develop Digital-Age Learning Experiences and 

Assessments 
3. ISTE Standard III: Model Digital-Age Work and Learning 
4. ISTE Standard IV: Promote and Model Digital Citizenship and Responsibility 
5. ISTE Standard V: Engage in Professional Growth and Leadership 

For full descriptions of the standards, use the following link: 
http://www.iste.org/standards/nets-for-teachers/nets-for-teachers-2008.aspx 
 
Course Goals: 
Upon completion of this class, the students will be able to: 

• Discuss emerging technology trends and describe how today's students use different 
technologies to communicate and access information. 

• Describe ways in which emerging technologies will impact the future classroom environment. 
• List terminology necessary for successful operation of current computer hardware and software 

components. 
• Identify assistive technology devices and a variety of instructional resources to ensure equitable 

technology access for all.  
• Identify and analyze how productivity software can be used for teaching and learning.  
• Determine necessary planning prior to establishing technology rich instruction.  
• Create plans for technology rich instruction  
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Outcomes for the Education Major 
Cognitive Learning Outcomes:  
To demonstrate Intellectual Growth and Competence through the Education major, 
students will:  
 
Acquire, comprehend, organize, and apply knowledge within the major area.  

d) Integrate innovative and creative instructional strategies and tools.  
 

Required Texts 
Bitter, G. & Pierson, M (2008). Using technology in the classroom. Allyn & Bacon 
ISBN:0205508944 
 
Education Standards 
 
Arizona Standards 
2 - The teacher creates and maintains a learning climate that supports the 
development of students’ abilities to meet Arizona’s academic standards. 
 
Kansas Professional Standards 
12 – The educator understands the role of technology in society and 
demonstrates skills using instructional tools and technology to gather, 
analyze, and present information, enhance instructional practices, 
facilitate professional productivity and communication, and help all 
students use instructional technology effectively. 
	  
KPIRC/PTA Parent and Community Standards 
2 – Communicating Effectively (Introducing) 
 
Education Mission Statements 
 
Teacher Education Mission: 
The Ottawa University Teacher Education Program’s mission is to be a learning 
community in which committed teachers are reflective inquirers with knowledge and 
skills to use best practices in order to provide every student a quality education.  
 
School of Education: 
The Ottawa University School of Education is committed to educating innovative, 
adaptable, and involved professionals in mind, body, and spirit. These individuals will 
promote holistic learning, global awareness, and cultural competency as responsible 
contributors to a diverse, pluralistic world. 
 
Observation Requirements 
This course does not have any required observation or practicum. 

Course Assignment Descriptions and Schedule At-A-Glance 
You will have several opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of 
the principles taught in this course. The primary means of evaluating your work will be 
through practical application of the material. In the event that you have difficulty 
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completing any of the assignments for this course, please contact your instructor 
immediately. Please refer to the Weekly Materials section of the cyberclassroom for 
complete details regarding the activities and assignments for this course. The following 
is merely a summary. 
 
 
 

Discussion Contributions 
 
Initial Substantive Posts: Submit an initial response to each of the prompts provided each week by your 
instructor. Your initial post should be substantive (approximately ½ of a page in length) and must be 
posted by midnight, Central Time by Wednesday of each week. In your substantive post you are 
encouraged to use references (you may use your textbook); show evidence of critical thinking as it 
applies to the concepts or prompt and/or use examples of the application of the concepts to work and life.  
Proper punctuation, grammar and correct spelling are expected. Please use the spell-check function.  

Required Replies: You must reply to at least two different peers per prompt.  Your replies should build 
on the concept discussed, offer a question to consider, or add a differing perspective, etc. Rather than 
responding with, "Good post," explain why the post is "good" (why it is important, useful, insightful, 
etc.). Or, if you disagree, respectfully share your alternative perspective. Just saying "I agree" or "Good 
idea" is not sufficient for the posts you would like graded. 

Posting Guidelines: Overall, postings must be submitted on at least two separate days of the week. It is 
strongly recommended you visit the discussion forum throughout the week to read and respond to your 
peers’ postings. You are encouraged to post more than the required number of replies. 

 
(Please review the Policies section of Blackboard for further details.)  

 
 
 
 

Weeks 1 & 2 
Readings • Review all pages of Lesson and watch videos/complete activities as 

applicable.  
• Chapter 1 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday of Week 1 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday of 

week 2. 
Assignment(s) Emerging Trends Screencast 

This week, you will be creating a screencast presentation of emerging trends in 
educational technology. A screencast is a digital recording of your computer screen 
that contains narration. You will compose a presentation in PowerPoint (or other 
similar software), then set up an account at the following website: www.screenr.com. 
Set up a free account, which will allow you up to 5 minutes of screen record time.  
Using the Myers Library and the Internet, research 3-5 emerging trends in educational 
technology. Analyze, compare and report on technological advances as well as 
innovative assistive technologies you may have found that are geared toward 
education. Some trends of interest may include, but are not limited to:  

• Gaming in the classroom  
• Virtual Worlds in the classroom  
• Streaming video and podcasts  
• Text to speech advancements  
• Open source curriculum  
• Social Networking in Schools  

Compile a slideshow, images, bullet points and overall presentation of the 3-5 
emerging trends in educational technology. Create a script based on your research. A 
five-minute screencast should yield a 2-3 page script. Include ideas about how you 
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would use these technologies in the classroom, their benefits, weaknesses and/or 
limitations. Support your findings with 1-2 scholarly references beyond your text that 
are included in your screencast on a reference slide (be sure to cite your sources, and 
do not reiterate product descriptions from websites- make sure your analysis is in your 
own words).  
Record your screencast using the Screenr website. When your screencast is complete 
and published, you will copy the URL to the site and submit it into the assignment 
dropbox, along with your written script. Please include the link to your screencast in 
your script as well.  
 
Your script should be written as a narrative in APA format. Include a title page and link 
to screencast, citing references in the references section. Please review the rubric for 
grading criteria. Next week, you will post the link to your screencast in the discussion 
forum for peer review.  
To submit your assignment, click on the assignments tab on the course menu.  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
Points Possible: 75  
Click on the rubric for a printable version  
 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT of week 2 
Points Possible: 75 

 
Weeks 3 & 4 

Readings • Review all pages of Lesson and watch videos/complete activities as 
applicable.  

• Chapters 2, 3, 4 & 5  
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday of Week 3 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday of 
week 4. 

Assignment(s) Tools in The Classroom  
Visit the Myers Library and your readings, complete the template ( in the course 
materials) and outline the productivity tools you would use in the classroom and how 
you would integrate them in an appropriate manner for the grade level you wish to 
teach. Write your outline in complete sentences. Include a brief explanation of how you 
could modify the activities you listed for educationally challenged students.  
Additionally, below your chart, include a 750-1000 word synopsis that analyzes the 
impact that technology productivity and social networking tools have on the classroom 
and the privacy issues that must be considered when using web based productivity or 
social networking tools. How can the tools you have listed address different learning 
styles and goals?  
Support your findings with 1-2 scholarly references beyond your text. Include a title 
page, introduction, conclusion and titles where appropriate. Cite references in text and 
in the references section. Review the rubric for grading criteria.  
 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT of week 4 
Points Possible: 100 

 
Weeks 5 & 6 

Readings • Review all pages of Lesson and watch videos/complete activities as 
applicable.  

• Chapters 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 & 14  
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday of Week 5 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday of 
week 6. 

Assignment(s)  Lesson Planning for a Webquest  
What is a webquest? A webquest is a classroom-based lesson where most of the 
information that students explore comes from the Internet. Webquests can be a single 
lesson or a month long unit. Webquests can involve multimedia resources and group 
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work, but most importantly, webquests are created by teachers so the students spend 
the time using the resources presented, NOT searching for resources.  
This week, you will use the lesson plan template (located in the week 3 course 
materials) to construct the outline for a web quest. After you complete the 
organizational lesson plan, you will construct the webquest using www.zunal.com You 
will need to sign up for a free account. Peruse the webquests that have already been 
created to get a good idea of the formatting and the expectations of a webquest.  
Choose a subject and grade level you wish to gear your lesson plan towards. Make 
sure your lesson aligns with a state standard(s) for that grade level. Download the 
lesson plan template, which includes directions for each section of your webquest.  
After you have outlined the content for your webquest, visit the zunal.com page you 
created and build your webquest. Include the completed lesson plan on the teacher’s 
page of the webquest. Review the rubric for grading criteria. In Blackboard, submit the 
link to your webquest as well as the organizational template you used to plan your 
lesson. The completed project is due at the end of week 3.  
To submit your assignment, click on the assignments tab on the course menu.  
 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT of week 6 
Points Possible: 100 

 
Weeks 7 & 8 

Readings • Review all pages of Lesson and watch videos/complete activities as 
applicable.  

• Chapters 11, 12, 13, 15, 16 
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday of Week 7 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday of 
week 8. 

Assignment(s) Delivery and Assessment using Technology- Signature Assignment  
This week, you will create a lesson plan that is geared toward delivery and assessment 
of the students using technology tools in the classroom. On your own, use the TIP 
model to help organize your thoughts. Your lesson will showcase the integration of 
technology. For example, one might write a lesson plan on the topic of rocks and 
minerals for third grade. The teacher will present all components of the lesson to the 
student, integrating technology as much as possible, and the students will be assessed 
using a modern technology tool. Compare the examples listed in the course 
materials.   
Some of the technologies you may want to consider in your lesson are as follows. 
Please note that you will not implement this lesson, therefore you may assume that 
your classroom has all the technology you need!  

• Kidspiration/Inspiration  
• Word Processing  
• Excel  
• Digital Cameras/Video  
• Webquest  
• Smartboard  
• PowerPoint  
• Internet/Websites  
• MS Paint or similar Drawing Program  
• Mobile Learning/Ipads  
• Clickers/Personal Response Systems  
• Podcasts  
• Moodle/online lesson  
• Wikis  
• Blogs  

This list is not inclusive- any technology may be used in your lesson.  
The template (found in the course materials) can be used to create your lesson. 
Please make sure the use of technology is clearly defined, explained and rationalized 
in your lesson. Choose a grade level and subject based on your state standards. 
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Please note that you do not have to include technology in every part of your 
lesson, but it should be infused with technology throughout.  
You will also need to include a rubric for assessing your students final project, similar 
to the ones used to score your projects. An outline for a rubric is at the bottom of the 
template.  
This lesson plan will be your signature assignment. Do not copy a lesson found on 
the internet; the lesson must be original. You will need to save this lesson on your 
computer, flash drive, or an application such as Dropbox. You will hold onto this and 
submit this assignment before you begin your student teaching as well as submitting it 
this week for a grade. You will submit this assignment to the week 4 dropbox by 
Saturday of week 4.  
Please view the complete materials and rubric in the Week 4 course materials.  
 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT of week 7 
Points Possible: 150 

 
* All online weeks run from Monday to Sunday, except the last week, which ends on Saturday. 
** All assignments are due at midnight Central Time.  (All submissions to the Blackboard system are 
date/time stamped in Central Time). 

Assignments At-A-Glance 
Assignment/Activity Qty. Points Total Points 

Weeks 1-8: Discussion* - 

Varies per 
week, 
please 

see 
course 

materials 

120 

Week 2: Emerging Trends Screencast 1 75 75 
Week 4: Tools in the Classroom 1 100 100 
Week 6: Lesson Planning for a Webquest 1 100 100 
Week 8: Delivery and Assessment using 
Technology- Signature Assignment  1 150 150 

TOTAL POINTS   545 
*Please refer to the Policies menu for more information about requirements for Discussions. 

Grading Scale 
Grade Percentage Points 

A 90 to 100% 545-490 
B 80 to 89% 434-489 
C 70 to 79% 378-433 
D 60 to 69% 322-377 
F < 60% < 321 

To access your scores, click on Grades in the Student Tools area in Blackboard. 

Important Policies 
All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out here in this syllabus.  
However, additional university policies are located in the Policies section of Blackboard.  
You are responsible for reading and understanding all of these policies.  All of them are 
important.  Failure to understand or abide by them could have negative consequences 
for your experience in this course. 
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Editorial Format for Written Papers 
All written assignments are to follow the APA writing style guidelines for grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation.  This online course includes information regarding the APA 
style under “Writing and Research Resources” in the Resource Room on the course 
menu in Blackboard. 

Ottawa Online Late Policy 
With instructor approval, assignments may be accepted for up to one week after the due 
date, but a minimum automatic deduction of 10% of the points will be assessed.  The 
instructor also has the option of increasing this deduction percentage up to a maximum 
of 20%. Extenuating circumstances may be determined on rare occasions and an 
extension allowed without a deduction, but only at the sole discretion of the instructor.  
  
Discussion board postings will not be accepted for credit when posted after the close of 
the discussion week. There are no exceptions to this rule; however, solely at the 
discretion of the instructor, the student may be allowed to submit an alternative 
assignment to make up for the points under extenuating circumstances. If granted, this 
should be an exception to the rule.  
  
No assignments will be accepted after the last day of the course (end of term) unless 
arrangements have been made and “approved” by the instructor at least one week in 
advance. 

Saving Work 
It is recommended that you save all of your work from this course on your own 
computer or flash drive. The capstone course you take at the end of your program may 
require you to have access to this work for culminating assignments and/or reflections. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated at any level on any assignment.  The 
reality of cyberspace has made academic dishonesty even more tempting for some, but 
be advised that technology can and will be used to help uncover those engaging in 
deception.  If you ever have a question about the legitimacy of a source or a procedure 
you are considering using, ask your instructor.  As the University Academic Council 
approved on May 29, 2003, “The penalty for plagiarism or any other form of academic 
dishonesty will be failure in the course in which the academic dishonesty occurred.  
Students who commit academic dishonesty can be dismissed from the university by the 
provost/director.”  
Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Policies section of the online course menu 
for important information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism and 
cheating, including examples and explanations of these issues. 
 
Student Handbook 
Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource 
Room on the course menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the 
student handbook online for your campus. 
 
Please see Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies. 
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Blackboard Technical Support 
The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use 
Blackboard as well as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa 
University offers technical support from 8 a.m. to midnight Central Time for all students, 
staff, and faculty at no cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact information. 

 
 

Ottawa	  University	  Mission	  Statement	  
The	  mission	   of	   Ottawa	   University	   is	   to	   provide	   the	   highest	   quality	   liberal	   arts	   and	   professional	   education	   in	   a	  
caring,	  Christ-‐centered	  community	  of	  grace	  which	  integrates	  faith,	  learning	  and	  life.	  The	  University	  serves	  students	  
of	  traditional	  age,	  adult	  learners	  and	  organizations	  through	  undergraduate	  and	  graduate	  programs.	  


