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OTTAWA ONLINE 

ENG 26023 From Homer to Herrick 
 

Course Description 
Engages in primary analysis and response to significant literature from antiquity through 
the Renaissance. 
This is a fully online, eight-week course.  We will not meet face-to-face at any time. 

Course Prerequisites 
None 

Course Objectives 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

• Analyze literature by focusing on genre, content, language and symbols. 

• Formulate thorough analysis of literature by constructing writing supported with 
textual evidence. 

• Discuss the literature’s relationship to its own time and place; to the writer; to the 
genre; to the social, historical and literary environment surrounding its 
composition. 

• Analyze literature employing a variety of critical approaches to broaden 
understanding. 

• Evaluate the relationship to literary and social history after its time; i.e., the 
literature’s capacity to influence the reading, writing, and thinking of later 
generations. 

Required Text 
Foster, B., & Mitchell, S. (2006). The norton anthology of western literature: The ancient 
world through the renaissance. (8 ed., Vol. 1). New York: W W Norton 
ISBN: 978-0-393-92572-2 

Course Assignment Descriptions and Schedule At-A-Glance 
You will have several opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of 
the principles taught in this course. The primary means of evaluating your work will be 
through practical application of the material. In the event that you have difficulty 
completing any of the assignments for this course, please contact your instructor 



2 of 9 

immediately. Please refer to the Weekly Materials section of the cyberclassroom for 
complete details regarding the activities and assignments for this course. The following 
is merely a summary. 
 
Discussion contributions (160 points)  
(three postings per week @ 20 points per week) 

Initial Substantive Posts: Submit an initial response to each of the prompts 
provided each week by your instructor. Your initial post should be substantive 
(approximately ½ of a page in length) and must be posted by midnight, Central Time 
by Wednesday of each week. In your substantive post you are encouraged to use 
references (you may use your textbook); show evidence of critical thinking as it 
applies to the concepts or prompt and/or use examples of the application of the 
concepts to work and life.  Proper punctuation, grammar and correct spelling are 
expected. Please use the spell-check function.  
Required Replies: You must reply to at least two different peers per prompt.  Your 
replies should build on the concept discussed, offer a question to consider, or add a 
differing perspective, etc. Rather than responding with, "Good post," explain why the 
post is "good" (why it is important, useful, insightful, etc.). Or, if you disagree, 
respectfully share your alternative perspective. Just saying "I agree" or "Good idea" 
is not sufficient for the posts you would like graded. 
Posting Guidelines: Overall, postings must be submitted on at least two separate 
days of the week. It is strongly recommended you visit the discussion forum 
throughout the week to read and respond to your peers’ postings. You are 
encouraged to post more than the required number of replies. 
 
(Please review the Policies section of Blackboard for further details.)  
 

 
Week 1 

Readings • All Online Content Associated with Week 1 
• Ancient World Introduction and Timeline - pages 1-14 
• Gilgamesh - pages 15-34 
• The Hebrew Bible - pages 34-100 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Presentation: Ancient World 

We will be focusing on works created during the Ancient World, 800 
BCE to 400 CE, throughout weeks 1 through 3.  For this assignment, 
you will need to choose one selection not already assigned from the 
Ancient World and create a 10-20 slide PowerPoint presentation 
covering it.  The presentation will provide a summary of the work, 
information about the author, as well as a connection to the themes 
presented during the Ancient World period.  Please utilize various 
creative strategies (animation, color, images, audio and video links, 
etc.) to create an informative and visually appealing presentation. 
 Utilize the notes section of the presentation to ensure you only have 
"talking points" on your slides, rather than full paragraphs.  Use 2-3 
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sources to support your analysis of the work, and ensure all sources are 
cited using proper formatting. 
Due: midnight, CT on Sunday 
Points Possible: 25 

 
Week 2 

Readings • Homer - The Iliad -- pages 100-205 
• Homer - The Odyssey - pages 206-495 
• All online content associated with Week 2 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Create an Epic 

The Iliad and The Odyssey are considered great epics.  Consider what 
constitutes an epic piece of literature.  What must be present within the 
writing?  Construct an original two page "epic" work of literature.  Your 
epic will focus on either your life or the world around you. Make sure 
your epic adheres to the criteria of epic characteristics, as well as 
provides clear themes concerning the world around you.  Have fun with 
this; you do not have to construct the next Odyssey, you simply need to 
construct an original piece of writing showcasing your understanding of 
epic characteristics and standards. 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 25 

 
Week 3 

Readings • Sophocles - Oedipus the King - pages 607-652 
• Virgil - From The Aeneid -- pages 926-930, 995-1014 
• Ovid - From Metamorphoses -- pages 1023-1038 
• Augustine - From Confessions -pages 1113-1114, 1124-1127 
• All online content associated with Week 3 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Ancient World Timeline 

Week 3 concludes our exploration of the Ancient World.  To 
demonstrate your understanding of the time period, construct a timeline 
detailing the most significant works of literature, according to you , 
created during this period.  Your timeline should include a minimum of 
five works.  These works can come from the works read in class, or 
works you read supplementally.  Include a picture and a 1-2 paragraph 
explanation detailing why these works were so influential.  Utilize a 
minimum of two sources to validate and support your reasoning. 
 Timelines can be constructed within a Word document or a PowerPoint 
presentation.  You can also use timeline software or a web-based 
presentation, such as TimeRime.  Please feel free to be as creative as 
you wish with this assignment. 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
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Points Possible: 25 
 

Week 4 
Readings • Introduction and Timeline -- pages 1143-1147 

• The Koran -- pages 1148-1173 
• Beowulf -- pages 1174-1247 
• Theophrastus - From On Marriage - pages 1850-1851 
• The Trial of Joan of Arc - pages 1868-1882 
• Medieval Women - pages 1843-1847 (optional) 
• All online content associated with Week 4 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Reaction Essay 

Throughout this course we have read three different religious texts: 
Gilgamesh, The Hebrew Bible and The Koran.  Construct a 2 page 
reaction to these works. To construct your reaction essay, consider the 
following questions: 
Were you familiar with these works prior to this course?   
What were your preconceptions, if any?   
How did your preconceptions change, or not?   
Did you notice any similarities between the texts? 
Did you notice major differences? 
Did you enjoy reading the different accounts? 
What surprised you the most, the least? 
How would you describe these works as works of literature solely? 
Please ensure you support all reactions with textual support.  While you 
are not required to use additional research, you may do so in order to 
add further support. 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 25 

 
Week 5 

Readings • Dante Alighieri - The Divine Comedy - pages 1456-1597 
• Sir Gawain and the Green Knight - pages 1642-1695 
• Anonymous - The Ruin - pages 1388-1389 
• The Archpoet - His Confession - pages 1395-1398 
• Walther Von Der Vogelweide - Dancing Girl - page 1407 
• Alexander the Wild - Strawberry Picking - pages 1415-1416 
• Geoffrey Chaucer - The Canterbury Tales - pages 1696-1768 

(optional) 
• The Thousand and One Nights - pages 1769-1820 (optional) 
• All online content associated with Week 5 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Analysis Essay 

Construct a 3 page analysis essay regarding Dante Alighieri's work, The 
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Divine Comedy.  Your analysis can focus on the work as a whole, or 
you may concentrate on one of the sections of the literature (Inferno, 
Purgatory, Paradise).  The analysis should provide a thorough 
discussion of the work concentrating on themes, symbolism and other 
literary devices, purpose and significance.  Please remember this is not 
a summary, it is an analysis.  Keep in mind your reader has read and 
understands the text, so a summary is not necessary. 
 Your analysis should demonstrate your understanding of the literature 
and ability to make connections, assertions and critiques of the work.  In 
order to add validity and scope to your analysis, please utilize at least 
two references (aside from your textbook) to support your analysis. 
 Make sure all sources are cited using proper MLA formatting. 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 40 

 
Week 6 

Readings • Introduction and TImeline - pages 1883-1893 
• Francis Petrarch - Sonnets 1 and 3 - page 1903 
• Edmund Spenser - From Amoretti - page 1916 
• Sir Philip Sydney - From Astrophil and Stella - page 1917 
• Christopher Marlowe - The Passionate Shepard to His Love - 

page 2046 
• John Donne - The Flea - page 2050-2051 
• Ben Jonson - [Drink to me, only, with thine eyes] - page 2052 
• Robert Herrick - To the Virgins, to Make Much of Time and 

Delight in Disorder - pages 2053-2054 
• All online content associated with Week 6 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Biography Presentation 

After reading the lyric poetry for this week, choose an author and 
construct a biography presentation.  Your textbook did not include 
biographies for many of the authors read this week (Spenser, Sidney, 
Donne, Jonson, Herrick and Marlowe), so you will need to construct a 
10 slide PowerPoint presentation detailing the life and work of these 
authors. Understanding an authors background helps a reader to 
construct a detailed analysis of the work and time period.   
Your presentation should include ample pictures, animation and use of 
the notes section for detailed explanation of the information and pictures 
presented on the slides.  You may also include audio and video clips to 
provide further information to your presentation.  Utilize at least two 
sources in presentation, and ensure all sources are cited using proper 
MLA formatting.  Be sure to provide biography information, connections 
to works constructed by the author and the impact of the author within 
the literary world (particularly during the Renaissance Period). 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 25 
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Week 7 
Readings • Christopher Columbus - Letter Concerning the First Voyage - 

pages 2504-2509 
• Hernan Cortes - From the Second Letter - pages 2509-2520 
• Hans Staden - From the Captivity of Hans Staden - pages 2525-

2527 
• Captain John Smith - The Story of Pocahontas - pages 2533-

2536 
• All online content associated with Week 7 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Travel Log 

Consider a time in which you traveled to a destination unfamiliar to you. 
 This destination can be a different country, city, or even an unfamiliar 
building.  Consider what you "discovered", for example:  what did you 
see/ hear/ smell, etc., what was different and/or similar about your prior 
perceptions, what did you learn, what made you uncomfortable or even 
frightened, what made you comfortable?   
Construct a 2 page travel log concerning this exploration.  Your travel 
log should read similar to either a journal entry or a letter home to your 
family or boss (it is your choice).  Be as descriptive as possible and 
reference the elements included within the literature read this week.  
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 25 

 
Week 8 

Readings • John Milton - Paradise Lost - pages 2550-2631 
• All online content associated with Week 8 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Saturday 
Assignment(s) Analysis Essay: Paradise Lost 

Construct a 3 page analysis essay regarding Milton's work, Paradise 
Lost. The analysis should provide a thorough discussion of the work 
concentrating on themes, symbolism and other literary devices, purpose 
and significance.  Please remember this is not a summary, it is an 
analysis.  Keep in mind your reader has read and understands the text, 
so a summary is not necessary. 
Your analysis should demonstrate your understanding of the literature 
and ability to make connections, assertions and critiques of the work.  In 
order to add validity and scope to your analysis, please utilize at least 
two references (aside from your textbook) to support your analysis. 
Make sure all sources are cited using proper MLA formatting. 
Due: Saturday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 40 

* All online weeks run from Monday to Sunday, except the last week, which ends on Saturday. 
** All assignments are due at midnight Central Time.  (All submissions to the Blackboard system are 
date/time stamped in Central Time). 
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Assignments At-A-Glance 
Assignment/Activity Qty. Points Total Points 

Weeks 1-8: Discussion* - 20      
per week 160 

Week 1: Presentation: Ancient World 1 25 25 
Week 2: Create an Epic 1 25 25 
Week 3:  Ancient World Timeline 1 25 25 
Week 4:  Reaction Essay 1 25 25 
Week 5: Analysis Essay: The Divine Comedy 1 40 40 
Week 6: Biography Presentation 1 25 25 
Week 7: Travel Log 1 25 25 
Week 8:  Analysis Essay: Paradise Lost 1 40 40 
TOTAL POINTS   390 
*Please refer to the Policies menu for more information about requirements for Discussions. 

Grading Scale 
Grade Percentage Points 

A 90 to 100% 351-390 
B 80 to 89% 312-350 
C 70 to 79% 273-311 
D 60 to 69% 234-272 
F < 60% < 233 

To access your scores, click on Grades in the Student Tools area in Blackboard. 

Important Policies 
All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out here in this syllabus.  
However, additional university policies are located in the Policies section of Blackboard.  
You are responsible for reading and understanding all of these policies.  All of them are 
important.  Failure to understand or abide by them could have negative consequences 
for your experience in this course. 

Editorial Format for Written Papers 
MLA Writing Style  
Ottawa University requires the use of APA style writing in all disciplines with the 
exception of English (ENG) courses. For this course you will be asked to conform to the 
MLA style of writing. Please visit the following links to learn more about MLA style:  

• Ottawa University MLA tutorial 
<http://onl.ottawa.edu/training/MLA_Tutorial/MLATutorial2.htm>  

• The OWL at Purdue MLA Formatting and Style Guide 
<http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/>  

• Modern Language Association (MLA) website <http://www.mla.org/>  (you can 
purchase a handbook here)  

Additionally, please take advantage of the writing resources available through the Myers 
Library. 
<https://myottawa.ottawa.edu/ics/Resources/Myers_Library_Online/Myers_Library_Onli
ne_Writing_Center.jnz>  
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Ottawa Online Late Policy 
With instructor approval, assignments may be accepted for up to one week after the due 
date, but a minimum automatic deduction of 10% of the points will be assessed.  The 
instructor also has the option of increasing this deduction percentage up to a maximum 
of 20%. Extenuating circumstances may be determined on rare occasions and an 
extension allowed without a deduction, but only at the sole discretion of the instructor.  
  
Discussion board postings will not be accepted for credit when posted after the close of 
the discussion week. There are no exceptions to this rule; however, solely at the 
discretion of the instructor, the student may be allowed to submit an alternative 
assignment to make up for the points under extenuating circumstances. If granted, this 
should be an exception to the rule.  
  
No assignments will be accepted after the last day of the course (end of term) unless 
arrangements have been made and “approved” by the instructor at least one week in 
advance. 

Saving Work 
It is recommended that you save all of your work from this course on your own 
computer or flash drive. The capstone course you take at the end of your program may 
require you to have access to this work for culminating assignments and/or reflections. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated at any level on any assignment.  The 
reality of cyberspace has made academic dishonesty even more tempting for some, but 
be advised that technology can and will be used to help uncover those engaging in 
deception.  If you ever have a question about the legitimacy of a source or a procedure 
you are considering using, ask your instructor.  As the University Academic Council 
approved on May 29, 2003, “The penalty for plagiarism or any other form of academic 
dishonesty will be failure in the course in which the academic dishonesty occurred.  
Students who commit academic dishonesty can be dismissed from the university by the 
provost/director.”  
Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Policies section of the online course menu 
for important information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism and 
cheating, including examples and explanations of these issues. 
 
Student Handbook 
Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource 
Room on the course menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the 
student handbook online for your campus. 
 
Please see Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies. 

Blackboard Technical Support 
The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use 
Blackboard as well as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa 
University offers technical support from 8 a.m. to midnight Central Time for all students, 
staff, and faculty at no cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact information. 
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Ottawa University’s Mission 
The mission of Ottawa University is to provide the highest quality liberal arts and 
professional education in a caring, Christ-centered community of grace which integrates 
faith, learning and life. The University serves students of traditional age, adult learners 
and organizations through undergraduate and graduate programs. 
 


