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OTTAWA ONLINE 

HPS 10153 – World Regional Geography 

Course Description 
Survey of the developed and developing regions of the world, emphasizing regional 
differentiation, as well as concepts of location, place, human environment interaction, 
and cultural diffusion. This is a fully online, 8 week course.  We will not meet face-to-
face at any time.  

Course Prerequisites 
There are no prerequisites for this course. 

Course Objectives 
Course objectives:  

1. Demonstrate an understanding and respect for the origin and development of 
world cultures and religions; 

2. Compare and contrast civilizations, ethnic groups, cultural, and geographic 
regions; 

3. Enhance cartographic skills, including map reading and interpretation; 
4. Analyze the interaction of physical, economic, historical, political, religious and 

social forces in the shaping of civilizations; 
5. Analyze value systems and ethics across cultures, time periods, and regions  

Course Materials 
Rowentree, L. , Lewis, M., Price, M. , Wyckoff, W. (2011). Globalization and Diversity: 

Geography of a changing world. Boston, MA: Prentice Hall.  
ISBN: 9780321651525 

 
Google Earth: There are several assignments in this course that will require the use of 
Google Earth. This is a free program that you can download directly to your computer. 
You will be able to share screenshots from your virtual explorations and view seamless 
imagery of geographic landscapes all over the world. This week, you should download 
the program and become familiar with it. Feel free to play around and have fun. Further 
instructions will accompany the assignments in which this program is required. You can 
access the free download directly from Google at this web address: 
http://www.google.com/earth/download/ge/agree.html 

Course Assignment Descriptions and Schedule At-A-Glance 
You will have several opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of 
the principles taught in this course. The primary means of evaluating your work will be 
through practical application of the material. In the event that you have difficulty 
completing any of the assignments for this course, please contact your instructor 
immediately. Please refer to the Weekly Materials section of the cyberclassroom for 
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complete details regarding the activities and assignments for this course. The following 
is merely a summary. 
 
Discussion contributions (160 points)  
(six postings per week @ 20 points per week) 

Initial Substantive Posts: Submit an initial response to each of the prompts 
provided each week by your instructor. Your initial post should be substantive 
(approximately ½ of a page in length) and must be posted by midnight, Central Time 
by Wednesday of each week. In your substantive post you are encouraged to use 
references (you may use your textbook); show evidence of critical thinking as it 
applies to the concepts or prompt and/or use examples of the application of the 
concepts to work and life.  Proper punctuation, grammar and correct spelling are 
expected. Please use the spell-check function.  
Required Replies: You must reply to at least two different peers per prompt.  Your 
replies should build on the concept discussed, offer a question to consider, or add a 
differing perspective, etc. Rather than responding with, "Good post," explain why the 
post is "good" (why it is important, useful, insightful, etc.). Or, if you disagree, 
respectfully share your alternative perspective. Just saying "I agree" or "Good idea" 
is not sufficient for the posts you would like graded. 
Posting Guidelines: Overall, postings must be submitted on at least two separate 
days of the week. It is strongly recommended you visit the discussion forum 
throughout the week to read and respond to your peers’ postings. You are 
encouraged to post more than the required number of replies. 
 
(Please review the Policies section of Blackboard for further details.)  
 

Introduction to Research Paper 
 
In completion of this course, you will construct a research paper. This assignment will 
have multiple pieces due throughout the term. Please review the assignment 
instructions below in order to begin planning for your research paper. 
Congratulations! You are now a geographer! You can think and analyze like a 
geographer. Here is your task: 
 
Select any country on the earth. In 6-7 page paper, address the following as they relate 
to the country you have selected: 
 

• Spatial Theme: mapping, spatial processes and patterns, analysis; this includes 
such themes as population and settlement;     

• Areal Studies/Regional Theme: describing regions on the earth in terms of 
cultural, economic, and other features; this includes cultural coherence and 
diversity , economic and social development, and geopolitics. 

• Human/Environment or Man/Land Theme: nature's impact on humans; human 
impact on nature; environmental perceptions, cultural use of the landscape. This 
includes themes such as cultural coherence and diversity ;                   

• Environmental Geography: understanding how water, air, soil, rock, and 
vegetation interact in both process and form on the earth; also commonly 
referred to as physical geography; includes how humans impact the physical 
environment. 
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Your paper should provide a "snapshot" of the country. On reading your paper, anybody 
should be able to feel as though they have visited the country and can learn a great 
deal about the geography of that nation. Your paper should have a minimum of 5 
scholarly references and be 6-7 pages in length. Your paper should include a title and 
reference page in APA format (these will not count towards your length requirement). 
Be sure to review the scoring rubrics for each portion for more detail on how your work 
will be assessed. 
 
Please be aware of the following deadlines for your research paper project: 

• Week 2: Topic Proposal (10 points) 
• Week 4: Outline and Reference List (30 points) 
• Week 8: Research Paper (100 points) 

 
Week 1 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the 
course.  

• Chapter 1 - Globalization and Diversity 
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s) The Most Relevant Geographic Theme Essay 
This week, you will construct a 3-4 page essay to answer the 
following question: 

• Which of the four world geography themes is most relevant in 
today's society? 

Base your answer on a case study which you may locate using any of 
the reference materials (readings, websites, videos) assigned for the 
week. You should utilize 3-4 scholarly references for your paper. 
Describe this case study with all necessary and relevant geographic 
information. Be sure to consider the following: 

• Why does this study justify your selection of that particular 
geographical theme as being most important in today's 
society? (This should be the largest section of your paper.) 

Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 50 

 
Week 2 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the 
course.  

• Chapter 2 - The Changing Global Environment 
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s) Research Paper Topic Proposal 
This week, you will submit your topic proposal for your research paper 
project that was introduced in week 1. You should have 1-2 
paragraphs identifying the country you have selected to research and 
rationale as to why you made this selection. You should include 
potential topics you will address in your paper, as per the 
expectations given in the overview in week 1. If you need to reference 
the guidelines, please refer to the syllabus or to the week 1 lesson. 
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Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 10 
 
Global Warming Report 
This week, you will prepare a 10 page report (5 pages text, 5 pages 
images) in an investigation of the impact of global warming. Your task 
is as follows: 

• Locate 5 (five) areas around the world that will experience 
significant impacts as a result of global warming. You can use 
your textbook or any references in order to locate areas that 
are going to be impacted by global warming. For instance, it is 
thought that sea level rise due to warming temperatures will 
affect the coastlines of many countries, prompting flooding of 
many homes and cities. Consequently, you might wish to 
locate Florida, Southeast Asia, or another coastal area. 

• For each of the 5 (five) areas, take a screenshot of the image 
(if you do not know how to take a screenshot, please contact 
your instructor or review the help section provided by Google 
Earth). Paste the screenshot onto a page in your Word 
Document. For each of the 5 (five) areas, explain the following: 

*where is this screenshot from; 
*what is supposed to happen, or what you speculate 
will happen, should global warming fully impact this 
area; 
*how different the area will look when/if the above 
happens. 

• Each explanation should be roughly 1 page in length (double 
spaced). Feel free to use your textbook, or other resources, 
that will help you locate and explain what you speculate will 
happen to these areas. Your report should utilize a minimum of 
2 scholarly resources in support of your findings. 

Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 50 

 
Week 3 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the 
course.  

• Chapter 3 - North America 
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s) "Where in the world am I from?" Essay 
Research the history of your family as far back as you can. Determine 
at what point your family moved to the United States and for what 
reasons (which is hallmark of cultural geography). Include the 
following: 

• When did your family originally arrive in the United States 
(Canada)? 

• Where did they settle? 
• What reasons do you know or think that they settled for? 
• What social processes from your ancestors home country (e.g., 
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unemployment, religious persecution) drove them to the United 
States? 

This essay should be 4-5 pages, not including title and reference 
page in APA format. You should use at least 2 scholarly resources to 
support your research. Please see the scoring rubric more details on 
how your paper will be assessed. 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 50 

 
Week 4 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the 
course.  

• Chapter 4 - Latin America 
• Chapter 5 - The Caribbean 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Research Paper Outline and Reference List  

This week, you will submit your research paper outline and reference 
list in APA format for your research paper project introduced in week 
1. When preparing your outline, keep in mind the assignment 
requirements and expectations. You can review the project guidelines 
in the syllabus or in the week 1 lesson. Please consult the scoring 
rubric for specific information on how your assignment will be 
assessed. 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 30 
 
United Nations Commission on Economic Development 
Brochure  
This week, you will prepare a full color brochure (front/back) based on 
the following scenario: 

• You are the Secretary of Tourism and Economic Development 
for a Caribbean Island. You are preparing to deliver a 
presentation to the United Nations Commission on Economic 
Development in the Caribbean Region. Your goal is to drum up 
financial support and resources to allow your island nation to 
receive grant money and tourism contracts in order to spur 
economic growth in your country. 

• Prior to your speech in from of the UN Commission, you have 
the opportunity to "mingle" with the visiting delegates, and you 
plan on handing out high quality, professional brochures that 
clearly indicate why your island nation is the island nation to 
financially support. 

• Your brochure must clearly discuss all important geographic 
ideas that support economic development in your nation (e.g., 
safe harbor, deep water port, strong and willing labor force) 
which you feel are important. Use at least 2 scholarly 
references to support your statements. 

• A simple Google search for trifold brochure templates will 
provide you with many different brochure options; be creative! 
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Please review the scoring rubric for more information on how your 
assignment will be assessed. 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 50 

 
Week 5 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the 
course.  

• Chapter 6 - Africa 
• Chapter 7 – The Middle East 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Solving the Arab-Israeli Conflict PowerPoint Presentation  

This week, you will prepare a graphically-rich and informative 15-slide 
PowerPoint Presentation based on the following scenario: 

• You are the President of the United States, and are mediating 
the Arab-Israeli Conflict. The leaders of both nations have 
come to the United States and are spending the entire week 
with you at Camp David, the Presidential Retreat. Your goal: to 
solve the Arab-Israeli Conflict, once and for all. 

• The leaders of Israel and Palestine are both willing to concede 
anything; however, Israel will not secede any land beyond what 
they already have; the land they current hold is theirs to keep. 

• Prepare the PowerPoint presentation that you and your 
Cabinet would present to these two world leaders. In your 
PowerPoint, you should include: 

*At least 3 viable options to solve the Arab-Israeli 
Conflict; be sure to clearly describe the main points of 
each viable option 
*One option which you feel will solve the Conflict, and 
reasons for such. 
*Clearly outline any concessions, steps, mandates or 
other things that each country must do in order to solve 
the Conflict. 
*How the option/agreement would be enforced; 
*In your presentation, be sure to briefly highlight some of 
the key historical events that have shaped the Conflict. 
*In the notes section of your PowerPoint, be sure to 
include your scripted information (what you would 
actually say, as if you were giving the presentation). 

Be sure to use a minimum of 4 scholarly sources to support your 
positions and research. Include a reference slide in APA format (does 
not count toward 15 slide requirement). Please review the scoring 
rubric for more information on how your assignment will be assessed. 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 50 

 
Week 6 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the 
course.  
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• Chapter 8 - Europe 
• Chapter 9 – Russia 
• Chapter 10 – Central Asia 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) "The Former Soviet Republics - Better Off Today, Or Not?" Essay 

Beginning in 1989 and continuing through 1991, the Soviet Union 
broke up. The Former Soviet Republics, as they are known today, 
immediately initiated social change and democratic free market 
economies. Nearby nations that were also under Soviet influence also 
took advantage of the offer of freedom, and opened up democratic 
reforms. A partial list of those countries is shown below: 

• Hungary; 
• Czech Republic; 
• Slovakia; 
• Poland, 
• Romania; 
• Latvia; 
• Lithuania; 
• Estonia; 
• Ukraine; 
• Belarus; 
• Armenia; 
• Georgia; 
• Belarus. 

Select one of those countries and provide a 3-4 page assessment of 
the following question: Is this country better off today than it was while 
under Soviet rule? Consider such factors as economic prosperity, the 
health and welfare of the people, and the overall health of the country. 
Your essay should include a minimum of 3 scholarly references to 
support your findings. Your paper should include a title and reference 
page in APA format and these do not count towards your length 
requirement. Please review the scoring rubric for more information on 
how your assignment will be assessed. 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 50 

 
Week 7 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the 
course.  

• Chapter 11 – East Asia (China, North and South Korea, Japan, 
Taiwan) 

• Chapter 12 – South Asia (India) 
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s) Chinese Environmental Concerns Essay  
Rowntree, Lewis, Price, and Wyckoff (2011) list major environmental 
concerns in China resulting from massive industrialization projects 
that have been occurring in the last 30 or so years. You can refer to 
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the map on page 312 of your text for an explanation of where these 
concerns lie. Some of these environmental concerns include: 

• deforestation; 
• desertification; 
• severe soil erosion; 
• coastal pollution; 
• increased flooding risk zones; and 
• poor water and air quality. 

Select of one the environmental issues from the map on page 312 
and provide a detailed explanation of the environmental problem: 

1. Where is the problem happening? For how long? 
2. What is the major concern with the environmental problem? 
3. Are people affected? 
4. Provide a solution using your knowledge of how the United 

States deals with environmental problems. 
5. Locate pictures as well as a GoogleEarth screenshot of the 

environmental problem you are focusing on. 
Compose a 3-4 page essay addressing the above questions. You 
should utilize a minimum of 2 scholarly references in your essay to 
support your findings. Your paper should include a title and reference 
page in APA format and these do not count towards your length 
requirement. Please review the scoring rubric for more information on 
how your assignment will be assessed. 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 50 

 
Week 8 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the 
course.  

• Chapter 13 – Southeast Asia 
• Chapter 14 – Australia/Oceania 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Saturday 
Assignment(s) Research Paper 

This week, you will submit your research paper. See the requirements 
and exceptions above in this syllabus or in the weekly lesson. Please 
consult the scoring rubric in the weekly materials for more detail about 
how your assignment will be graded. 
Due: Saturday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 100 

* All online weeks run from Monday to Sunday, except the last week, which ends on 
Saturday. 
** All assignments are due at midnight Central Time.  (All submissions to the 
Blackboard system are date/time stamped in Central Time). 
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Assignments At-A-Glance 
Assignment/Activity Qty. Points Total Points 

Weeks 1-8: Discussion* - 
20      
per 

week 
160 

Week 1, 3, 6, and 7: Essay 4 50 200 
Week 2: Report 1 50 50 
Week 4: Brochure 1 50 50 
Week 5: PowerPoint Presentation 1 50 50 
    
Week 2: Term Paper Topic Proposal 1 10 10 
Week 4: Research Paper Outline & 
References 1 30 30 

Week 8:  Research Paper 1 100 100 
TOTAL POINTS   650 
*Please refer to the Policies menu for more information about requirements for 
Discussions. 

Grading Scale 
Grade Percentage Points 

A 90 to 100% 585 - 650 
B 80 to 89% 520 - 584 
C 70 to 79% 455 - 519 
D 60 to 69% 390 - 454 
F < 60% < 389 

To access your scores, click on Grades in the Student Tools area in Blackboard. 

Important Policies 
All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out here in this syllabus.  
However, additional university policies are located in the Policies section of Blackboard.  
You are responsible for reading and understanding all of these policies.  All of them are 
important.  Failure to understand or abide by them could have negative consequences 
for your experience in this course. 

Editorial Format for Written Papers 
All written assignments are to follow the APA writing style guidelines for grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation.  This online course includes information regarding the APA 
style under “Writing and Research Resources” in the Resource Room on the course 
menu in Blackboard. 

Ottawa Online Late Policy 
With instructor approval, assignments may be accepted for up to one week after the due 
date, but a minimum automatic deduction of 10% of the points will be assessed.  The 
instructor also has the option of increasing this deduction percentage up to a maximum 
of 20%. Extenuating circumstances may be determined on rare occasions and an 
extension allowed without a deduction, but only at the sole discretion of the instructor.  
  
Discussion board postings will not be accepted for credit when posted after the close of 



 10 of 11 

the discussion week. There are no exceptions to this rule; however, solely at the 
discretion of the instructor, the student may be allowed to submit an alternative 
assignment to make up for the points under extenuating circumstances. If granted, this 
should be an exception to the rule.  
  
No assignments will be accepted after the last day of the course (end of term) unless 
arrangements have been made and “approved” by the instructor at least one week in 
advance. 

Saving Work 
It is recommended that you save all of your work from this course on your own 
computer or flash drive. The capstone course you take at the end of your program may 
require you to have access to this work for culminating assignments and/or reflections. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated at any level on any assignment.  The 
reality of cyberspace has made academic dishonesty even more tempting for some, but 
be advised that technology can and will be used to help uncover those engaging in 
deception.  If you ever have a question about the legitimacy of a source or a procedure 
you are considering using, ask your instructor.  As the University Academic Council 
approved on May 29, 2003, “The penalty for plagiarism or any other form of academic 
dishonesty will be failure in the course in which the academic dishonesty occurred.  
Students who commit academic dishonesty can be dismissed from the university by the 
provost/director.”  
Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Policies section of the online course menu 
for important information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism and 
cheating, including examples and explanations of these issues. 
 
Student Handbook 
Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource 
Room on the course menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the 
student handbook online for your campus. 
 
Please see Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies. 

Blackboard Technical Support 
The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use 
Blackboard as well as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa 
University offers technical support from 8 a.m. to midnight Central Time for all students, 
staff, and faculty at no cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact information. 
 
Ottawa University Mission Statement 
The mission of Ottawa University is to provide the highest quality liberal arts and 
professional education in a caring, Christ-centered community of grace which integrates 
faith, learning and life. The University serves students of traditional age, adult learners 
and organizations through undergraduate and graduate programs. 
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