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HPS-11053 American Experience 1 

OTTAWA ONLINE 
 
 

Course Description 
Introduces the study of American history and its cultural, intellectual, political, economic, 
religious, racial, and diplomatic topics. Emphasis on development of the country from 
discovery through Reconstruction. 
 
This is a fully online, eight-week course.  We will not meet face-to-face at any time. 

Course Prerequisites 
None 

Course Objectives 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

• Identify why Puritans were an influential group in both Europe and American, and understand the cultural 
factors that made Puritan culture vulnerable to collapse.  

• Discern the key difference in the early development of English colonies in North America.  
• Understand the implications of the French-Indian War.  
• Identify the reasons many American colonists grew frustrated with the British Crown; and why just as 

many colonists strongly identified with Britain.  
• Identify the substantial differences between the British colonies.  
• Demonstrate understanding of the influence of the Enlightenment on political thinkers in the colonies.  
• Consider how geographic and cultural distance influenced the British Crown's economic policies toward 

the American colonies.  
• Understand how regional differences in the colonies were creating vastly different places from North to 

South and, to a lesser degree, East to West.  
• Recognize the enormous risks inherent in the colonies seeking independence from Britain.  
• Explain the reasons for support of Britain by some colonial loyalists.  
• Understand why creating a governing constitution following the war allowed long-simmering tensions 

between rival states to become apparent.  
• Note how a distinctive slave culture emerged across the South.  
• Comprehend the ways in which religious faith was used to defend and promote slavery.  
• Identify the ways in which Andrew Jackson forever altered the presidency.  
• Understand the territorial expansion inflamed pro-slave and abolitionist interests.  
• Explain how an independent Texas altered American history and Mexican history.  
• Discuss how the concept of "Manifest Destiny" influences the actions of the American government.  
• Explain how the Kansas-Nebraska Act created political chaos in Kansas during the 1850s. 
• Explain the complexities of the presidential election of 1860, as well as the electoral strategy of Abraham 

Lincoln. 
• Describe the ways in which the era of Reconstruction altered the social and economic landscape of the 

South, and recognize the areas of life left unchanged in this region.  
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Required Text 
Murrin, J.  et al( 2011) Liberty, Equality, Power: A History of the American People, 
Volume I: To 1877, Concise Edition, 5th Edition. Boston: MA. Wadsworth Cengage  

Course Assignment Descriptions and Schedule At-A-Glance 
You will have several opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of 
the principles taught in this course. The primary means of evaluating your work will be 
through practical application of the material. In the event that you have difficulty 
completing any of the assignments for this course, please contact your instructor 
immediately. Please refer to the Weekly Materials section of the cyberclassroom for 
complete details regarding the activities and assignments for this course. The following 
is merely a summary. 
 
Discussion contributions (160 points)  
(six postings per week @ 20 points per week) 

Initial Substantive Posts: Submit an initial response to each of the prompts 
provided each week by your instructor. Your initial post should be substantive 
(approximately ½ of a page in length) and must be posted by midnight, Central Time 
by Wednesday of each week. In your substantive post you are encouraged to use 
references (you may use your textbook); show evidence of critical thinking as it 
applies to the concepts or prompt and/or use examples of the application of the 
concepts to work and life.  Proper punctuation, grammar and correct spelling are 
expected. Please use the spell-check function.  
Required Replies: You must reply to at least two different peers per prompt.  Your 
replies should build on the concept discussed, offer a question to consider, or add a 
differing perspective, etc. Rather than responding with, "Good post," explain why the 
post is "good" (why it is important, useful, insightful, etc.). Or, if you disagree, 
respectfully share your alternative perspective. Just saying "I agree" or "Good idea" 
is not sufficient for the posts you would like graded. 
Posting Guidelines: Overall, postings must be submitted on at least two separate 
days of the week. It is strongly recommended you visit the discussion forum 
throughout the week to read and respond to your peers’ postings. You are 
encouraged to post more than the required number of replies. 
 
(Please review the Policies section of Blackboard for further details.)  
 

 
Week 1 

Readings • Chapter 1: When Old Worlds Collide: Contact, Conquest, Catastrophe  
• Chapter 2: The Challenge to Spain and the Settlement of North America.  

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 

Assignment(s) Timeline 12,000 BC - 1710 AD  
Using either MS Word, Excel, or a design program of your choice (make sure to 
save in a readable format such as .doc, jpg, or .pdf) prepare a timeline showing 
major developments, disputes and compromises between 12,000 BC and 1710 AD. 
Include at least fifteen major developments for the time range with at least one 
paragraph description for each entry. Add your own comments as appropriate; 
include at least 2 references to articles or websites and design your timeline with 
pictures and/or video that help the reader understand the context in which these 
events occurred.  It is important that you chronicle not only events but also the 
context of those events, which should be written in your own words (do not copy 
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and paste from websites).  
To submit your assignment, click on the assignments tab on the course menu.  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
Points Possible: 50   
 
 

 
Week 2 

Readings • Chapter 3: England Discovers Its Colonies: Empire, Liberty, and Expansion;  
• Chapter 4: Provincial America and the Struggle for a Continent  

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 

Assignment(s) French Indian War  
Using the text readings, the library, and suggested websites, write a 2-3 page paper 
analyzing the implications of the French-Indian War.  Explore the political, cultural, 
and economic conflicts between France and Britain that led to the conflict.   Analyze 
the role of Native Americans in the struggle.   Consider the long-term implications of 
the British victory and speculate how life in North America would have been 
different if the French had prevailed.   Include at least three scholarly sources in the 
paper, using APA-style citations. Include a title page, introduction, headings, 
conclusion and reference page in APA format.    
To submit your assignment, click on the assignments tab on the course menu.  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
Points Possible: 50   
 

 
Week 3 

Readings • Chapter 5: Reform, Resistance, Revolution  
• Chapter 6: The Revolutionary Republic  

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 

Assignment(s)  Framers of the Constitution  
Using the text readings, online library resources, and suggested websites, write a 2-
3 page paper analyzing why the framers of the U.S. Constitution were torn between 
creating a governmental system with a strong central government and building a 
system where most of the power would be positioned in the individual states. 
Validity can be found in either governmental orientation, so in your paper, fairly and 
adequately describe both sides.   While this conflict continues today in our political 
discourse, focus your paper on the late eighteenth century - and this holds true for 
your examples in your paper.   Give concrete examples from the eighteenth century, 
not the twenty-first. Include at least three scholarly sources in the paper, using APA-
style citations. Include a title page, introduction, conclusion and references in APA 
format.  
To submit your assignment, click on the assignments tab on the course menu.  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
Points Possible: 50   
 

 
Week 4 

Readings • Chapter 7: Completing the Revolution, 1789-1815  
• Chapter 8: Northern Transformations, 1790-1850  

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 

Assignment(s) 1815 Settlement  
It is 1815 and the United States completed the Louisiana Purchase a bit over a 
decade ago.  However, it will remain a largely unorganized territory for several more 
decades.  The land east of the Mississippi River, however, has largely been 
organized into states, and some of the states contain fairly large cities.  
All of this matters because the assignment this week is to construct a PowerPoint 
presentation of at least twenty slides built around the following: If you had the ability 



 4 of 7 

to settle anywhere in the United States in 1815, where would you choose to live?   
Include in your PowerPoint your rationale for selection and what life would be like in 
your chosen locale.  Maps, images, web site links, audio, and video, may all be 
used within your presentation to help support your reasoning for the settlement area 
you have chosen.   Your presentation must consist of more than merely a series of 
bullet points to earn full credit. Additionally, include speaker notes that explain each 
slide as if you were presenting onsite.  
Your presentation must include at least three substantive sources, and you need to 
include a reference to each source directly on the slide on which that resource is 
used (in the form of an in-text APA-style citation).  Also, include a full works cited 
slide as the final one in the presentation.    
To submit your assignment, click on the assignments tab on the course menu.  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
Points Possible: 75  
 

 
Week 5 

Readings • Chapter 9: A Balance Sheet: The Plantation and Southern Growth  
• Chapter 10: Toward an American Culture  
• Chapter 11: Democrats and Whigs  

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 

Assignment(s)  Andrew Jackson  
Few would question the notion that Andrew Jackson was the most controversial 
U.S. president during the nineteenth century.   Some was position him as the most 
inflammatory president in American history.   The task this week is to construct a 2-
3 page essay that addresses the following: How did Andrew Jackson influence 
American history?   Whether before he became the occupant of the Oval Office or 
during his time in the White House, Andrew Jackson worked hard at making himself 
a famous figure.   Explore at least two episodes where Jackson clearly shaped 
American history.    
Include at least three scholarly sources in the paper, using APA-style citations. 
Include a title page, introduction, conclusion and references in APA format.  
 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 50 

 
Week 6 

Readings • Chapter 12: Whigs, Democrats, and the Shaping of Society  
• Chapter 13: Manifest Destiny: An Empire for Liberty – or Slavery?  

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 

Assignment(s)  U.S. War with Mexico  
Texas.   New Mexico. Arizona. Nevada. California. All these fell into American 
hands following the Mexican-American War. In an essay of 2-3 pages, detail how 
the U.S. war with Mexico (of 1846-47) altered American history.   In the paper 
consider the territorial gains made by the U.S. and how these gains changed the 
country.   For example, imagine U.S. history since the late 1840s without an 
American California.  
Include at least three scholarly sources in the paper, using APA-style citations. 
Include a title page, introduction, conclusion and references in APA format.  
 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 50 

 
Week 7 

Readings • Chapter 14: The Gathering Tempest, 1852-1860  
• Chapter 15: Secession and Civil War, 1860-1862  

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 
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Assignment(s) Abraham Lincoln  
Abraham Lincoln is elected President in November of 1860 and takes office the 
following spring.   In a 2-3 page paper, create a scenario in which the new President 
could have avoided war with the South.   For example, seriously consider how 
Lincoln could forge a relationship with a newly independent Confederate States of 
America.  
Include at least three scholarly sources in the paper, using APA-style citations. 
Include a title page, introduction, conclusion and references in APA format.  
 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 50 

 
Week 8 

Readings • Chapter 16: A New Birth of Freedom, 1862-1865  
• Chapter 17: Reconstruction, 1863-1877  

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Saturday 

Assignment(s)  A Changed America  
America was forever changed by what took place from 1861 through 1865. The 
assignment for the final week of the course is to construct a PowerPoint 
presentation of at least twenty slides built around the following idea: What are five 
most important events in American life during the years of the Civil War (1861-65)?   
Include in your PowerPoint your rationale for selection, and keep in mind that event 
outside the battlefield should be included.   Consider, for example, the lasting 
importance of Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation. Maps, images, web site links, 
audio, and video, may all be used within your presentation to help support your 
case you make for these five events.   Your presentation must consist of more than 
merely a series of bullet points to earn full credit. Provide slide notes to further 
clarify your topics.  
Your presentation must include at least three substantive sources, and you need to 
include a reference to each source directly on the slide on which that resource is 
used (in the form of an in-text APA-style citation).   Also, include a full works cited 
slide as the final one in the presentation  
 
Due: Saturday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 75 

* All online weeks run from Monday to Sunday, except the last week, which ends on Saturday. 
** All assignments are due at midnight Central Time.  (All submissions to the Blackboard system are 
date/time stamped in Central Time). 

Assignments At-A-Glance 
Assignment/Activity Qty. Points Total Points 

Weeks 1-8: Discussion* - 20      
per week 160 

Week 1: Timeline 1 50 50 
Week 2: French Indian War  
 1 50 50 
Week 3: Framers of the Constitution 1 50 50 
Week 4: 1815 Settlement  
 1 75 75 
Week 5: Andrew Jackson 1 50 50 
Week 6: U.S. War with Mexico 1 50 50 
Week 7:  Abraham Lincoln 1 50 50 
Week 8:  A Changed America 1 75 75 
TOTAL POINTS   610 
*Please refer to the Policies menu for more information about requirements for Discussions. 
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Grading Scale 
Grade Percentage Points 

A 90 to 100% 549-610 
B 80 to 89% 487-548 
C 70 to 79% 425-486 
D 60 to 69% 363-424 
F < 60% < 362 

To access your scores, click on Grades in the Student Tools area in Blackboard. 

Important Policies 
All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out here in this syllabus.  
However, additional university policies are located in the Policies section of Blackboard.  
You are responsible for reading and understanding all of these policies.  All of them are 
important.  Failure to understand or abide by them could have negative consequences 
for your experience in this course. 

Editorial Format for Written Papers 
All written assignments are to follow the APA writing style guidelines for grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation.  This online course includes information regarding the APA 
style under “Writing and Research Resources” in the Resource Room on the course 
menu in Blackboard. 

Ottawa Online Late Policy 
With instructor approval, assignments may be accepted for up to one week after the due 
date, but a minimum automatic deduction of 10% of the points will be assessed.  The 
instructor also has the option of increasing this deduction percentage up to a maximum 
of 20%. Extenuating circumstances may be determined on rare occasions and an 
extension allowed without a deduction, but only at the sole discretion of the instructor.  
  
Discussion board postings will not be accepted for credit when posted after the close of 
the discussion week. There are no exceptions to this rule; however, solely at the 
discretion of the instructor, the student may be allowed to submit an alternative 
assignment to make up for the points under extenuating circumstances. If granted, this 
should be an exception to the rule.  
  
No assignments will be accepted after the last day of the course (end of term) unless 
arrangements have been made and “approved” by the instructor at least one week in 
advance. 

Saving Work 
It is recommended that you save all of your work from this course on your own 
computer or flash drive. The capstone course you take at the end of your program may 
require you to have access to this work for culminating assignments and/or reflections. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated at any level on any assignment.  The 
reality of cyberspace has made academic dishonesty even more tempting for some, but 
be advised that technology can and will be used to help uncover those engaging in 
deception.  If you ever have a question about the legitimacy of a source or a procedure 
you are considering using, ask your instructor.  As the University Academic Council 
approved on May 29, 2003, “The penalty for plagiarism or any other form of academic 
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dishonesty will be failure in the course in which the academic dishonesty occurred.  
Students who commit academic dishonesty can be dismissed from the university by the 
provost/director.”  
Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Policies section of the online course menu 
for important information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism and 
cheating, including examples and explanations of these issues. 
 
Student Handbook 
Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource 
Room on the course menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the 
student handbook online for your campus. 
 
Please see Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies. 

Blackboard Technical Support 
The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use 
Blackboard as well as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa 
University offers technical support from 8 a.m. to midnight Central Time for all students, 
staff, and faculty at no cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ottawa University Mission Statement 
The mission of Ottawa University is to provide the highest quality liberal arts and professional education 
in a caring, Christ-centered community of grace, which integrates faith, learning and life. The University 
serves students of traditional age, adult learners and organizations through undergraduate and graduate 
programs. 


