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OTTAWA ONLINE 

HPS-13053 American Experience 2 
 
 

Course Description 
 
Uses principle theme of the development of United States since reconstruction. 
Examines political, economic, social, and cultural development. 
 
This is a fully online, eight-week course.  We will not meet face-to-face at any time. 

Course Prerequisites 

None 

Course Objectives 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

• Explain the political and economic issues underpinning the attempts to reconstruct the South and 
bring the two sections together again.  

• Interpret the reasons behind the impeachment of President Andrew Johnson and the potential 
political disaster that might have befallen the nation had he not been acquitted.  

• Assess the administration of U.S. Grant.  
• Interpret the difficulties faced by the American farmer in the years following the Civil War and the 

attempts to improve their lives (the Grange, the Farmers' Alliances), and the coming of the 
Populist Party.  

• Deconstruct America's rise to world power and its new position in dealing with the major powers 
of the world.  

• Analyze the significance of the Progressive Movement in the first decade of the 20th Century.  
• Examine the issues and motivations of the immigration era and how the great influx of immigrants 

from Europe and Asia aided the explosion of industrial and economic growth following the Civil 
War.  

• Explain the social and economic impact on America before, during and following World War I.  
• Understand the significance of the Paris Peace Conference and the treaty it produced.  
• Explain the unique issues that led to the Great Depression in this country.  
• Analyze World War 2 and the decision to use the atomic bomb against Japan.  
• Analyze the Marshall Plan, it's background and ramifications.  
• Describe the Bay of Pigs and Cuban missile crises of 1961 and 1962.  
• Understand how America was drawn into to a deeper war in Vietnam through escalation.  
• Analyze the Watergate affair and the downfall of President Nixon.  
• Analyze the issues of equality that motivated various segments of American society.  
• Analyze the primary social and economic changes of the late 1990s and early 2000s. 

 



 2 of 8 

Required Text 
Murrin,J., Johnson,P., Mcpherson, J., Fahs,A., Gerstle,G., Rosenberg, E., Rosenberg, 
N. (2012). Liberty, Equality and Power. Volume 2. 6th Ed. Boston, MA:  Wadsworth 
Cengage.  
 

Course Assignment Descriptions and Schedule At-A-Glance 
You will have several opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of 
the principles taught in this course. The primary means of evaluating your work will be 
through practical application of the material. In the event that you have difficulty 
completing any of the assignments for this course, please contact your instructor 
immediately. Please refer to the Weekly Materials section of the cyberclassroom for 
complete details regarding the activities and assignments for this course. The following 
is merely a summary. 
 
Discussion contributions (160 points)  
(six postings per week @ 20 points per week) 

Initial Substantive Posts: Submit an initial response to each of the prompts 
provided each week by your instructor. Your initial post should be substantive 
(approximately ½ of a page in length) and must be posted by midnight, Central Time 
by Wednesday of each week. In your substantive post you are encouraged to use 
references (you may use your textbook); show evidence of critical thinking as it 
applies to the concepts or prompt and/or use examples of the application of the 
concepts to work and life.  Proper punctuation, grammar and correct spelling are 
expected. Please use the spell-check function.  

Required Replies: You must reply to at least two different peers per prompt.  Your 
replies should build on the concept discussed, offer a question to consider, or add a 
differing perspective, etc. Rather than responding with, "Good post," explain why the 
post is "good" (why it is important, useful, insightful, etc.). Or, if you disagree, 
respectfully share your alternative perspective. Just saying "I agree" or "Good idea" 
is not sufficient for the posts you would like graded. 

Posting Guidelines: Overall, postings must be submitted on at least two separate 
days of the week. It is strongly recommended you visit the discussion forum 
throughout the week to read and respond to your peers’ postings. You are 
encouraged to post more than the required number of replies. 
 
(Please review the Policies section of Blackboard for further details.)  
 

 
Week 1 

Readings • Chapter 17: Reconstruction, 1863-1877  
• Chapter 18: A Transformed Nation: The West and New South, 1865-1900  

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 

Assignment(s) The Grant Administration  
In a 2-page essay, assess U.S. Grant's two terms as president. What did he 
accomplish? What were his failures? Why was his administration considered one of 
the most corrupt in history, and why has this perception prevailed over the years? 
Compose your essay in APA format, and include a title page, introduction, 
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conclusion and references cited in text and in a references section. Include 2-3 
scholarly sources that support your opinions.  
To submit your assignment, click on the assignments tab on the course menu.  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
Points Possible: 50  
 

 
Week 2 

Readings • Chapter 19: The Rise of Corporate America 1865-1914  
• Chapter 20: Cities, Peoples, Cultures, 1890-1920  

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 

Assignment(s) Special Discussion: American Farmer 

Put your self in the shoes of an American farmer in the 1870s. Write to your local 
newspaper to vent your frustrations with the problems you face. You can get as 
personal as you want (feeding and clothing your family, finding the money to pay 
the freight rates charged by the railroad, the lack of social contact, government 
regulation of the railroads). Remember that you are writing to a newspaper of the 
1870s, so your language and prose should be time period specific.  Your letter 
should be about one page in length. Post your letter to the discussion (Don't forget 
to add your signature). 
Comment to at least two of your peers as a politician, business executive, or a 
railroad executive reading the letter from the American farmer. Answer the farmers 
concerns based on the historical events of the time.  Your letter must be posted to 
the discussion by Wednesday, midnight CT. Your responses to your peers should 
occur between Thursday and Sunday.  

Assignment: Labor Unions Comparison  

Using the template (located in the course materials) compare and contrast the 
major characteristics of the following labor unions of the Post Civil War period:  

• The National Labor Union  
• The Knights of Labor  
• The American Federation of Labor (AF of L)  

Additionally, compose a brief 5-6 paragraph summary that answers the following:  

• What similarities so you find?  
• What differences?  
• Why did some fail while the other succeeded?  

Include a brief introduction and conclusion in your summary. Be sure to provide 
enough detail (in complete sentences) in order to perform a complete comparison. 
Review the rubric for grading criteria. Your summary should be presented in APA 
format. Include 1-2 references to support your opinions. To submit your assignment, 
click on the assignments tab on the course menu.  

Due: Sunday, midnight CT  

Points Possible: 35 
 

Week 3 
Readings • Chapter 21: Progressivism  

• Chapter 22: Becoming a World Power, 1898-1917  
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 
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Assignment(s) United States as a World Power Timeline  

Using PowerPoint, prepare an annotated timeline of the events that resulted in the 
emergence of United States as a World Power. The timeline should be 
encompassed in 10-15 slides, with images and a 1-2 paragraph description for each 
entry. Sources you may consult are the textbook, the Meyers library and general 
research from the Internet. Cite all sources in APA format in text and on a reference 
slide. When using images from the internet, you may use a free image site such as 
Wikimedia Commons.  

Do not copy timeline events from the internet- your explanations should be written in 
your own words with cited references when applicable.  

To submit your assignment, click on the assignments tab on the course menu.  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
Points Possible: 50   
 

 
Week 4 

Readings • Chapter 23: War and Society 1914-1920  
• Chapter 24: The 1920s  

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 

Assignment(s)  America and World War 1  

In a 2-3 page paper, briefly examine the reasons for American entry into the First 
World War. Note both long-term trends and immediate catalysts. Address the the 
performance of the army and the navy in the war and describe the ways in which 
the United States financed, directed, organized, supplied, and supervised the war 
effort. Include a brief analysis of the impact of World War I on the home front. Note 
its impact on workers, blacks, Mexican Americans, and women through the 
immediate postwar years.  
Your paper should be organized in APA format with a title page, introduction, 
conclusion and 2-3 scholarly references cited in text and in the references section. 
Review the rubric for grading criteria.  
To submit your assignment, click on the assignments tab on the course menu.  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
Points Possible: 50  
 

 
Week 5 

Readings • Chapter 25: The Great Depression and the New Deal, 1929-1939  
• Chapter 26: America During the Second World War  
 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 

Assignment(s)  World War 2  

In a 2-3 page essay, describe the course of events in the Pacific war from Pearl 
Harbor to the Japanese surrender. Additionally, discuss the impact of World War 2 
on the American home front. Note the war's impact on women, blacks, Mexican 
Americans, workers, farmers, Native Americans, and Japanese Americans. 
Conclude your analysis with an explanation of the use of the atomic bomb against 
Japan and the repercussions of that decision. Your paper should be organized in 
APA format with a title page, introduction, conclusion and 2-3 scholarly references 
cited in text and in the references section. Review the rubric for grading criteria.  
To submit your assignment, click on the assignments tab on the course menu.  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
Points Possible: 50  
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Week 6 

Readings • Chapter 27: The Age of Containment, 1946-1953  
• Chapter 28: Affluence and its Discontents, 1953-1963  
•  

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 

Assignment(s) Cuban Missile Crisis  
Using your textbook, the Internet, the resources of the Myers Library and other 
sources, write a two-three page research paper on the Cuban Missile Crisis of 
October 1962. What led to the confrontation between the United States and the 
Soviet Union/Cuba? How was the crisis resolved?  
Your paper should be organized in APA format with a title page, introduction, 
conclusion and 2-3 scholarly references cited in text and in the references section. 
Review the rubric for grading criteria.  
To submit your assignment, click on the assignments tab on the course menu.  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
Points Possible: 50  
 

 
Week 7 

Readings • Chapter 29: America During its Longest War, 1963-1974  
• Chapter 30: Uncertain Times, 1974-1992  

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 

Assignment(s)  Essay (Student Choice)  

Choose one of the following topics, and compose a 2-3 page essay that analyzes 
the importance of the events/person during their respective time period. Define what 
made this event/person crucial to this time and or the movements during this time.  

• Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Civil Rights Movement  
• Richard Nixon and Watergate  
• The Major Events of the Vietnam War  
• The assassination of John F. Kennedy  
• The easing of Cold War Tensions  

Your paper should be organized in APA format with a title page, introduction, 
conclusion and 2-3 scholarly references cited in text and in the references section. 
Review the rubric for grading criteria.  
To submit your assignment, click on the assignments tab on the course menu.  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
Points Possible: 50  
 

 
Week 8 

Readings • Chapter 31: Economic, Social, and Cultural Change in the Late 20th 
Century  

• Chapter 32: A Time of Hope and Fear  
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Saturday 
Assignment(s) Provocative Events 1983-2001  

The report that investigated the radical Islamist attacks on New York and 
Washington, D.C. on September 11, 2001, stated that America was perhaps 
unprepared because the U.S. did not understand the determination of the enemy to 
strike Americans. "We were not at war with them," the report stated, "but they were 
at war with us." Beginning with the bombing of the U.S. Marine barracks in Lebanon 
in 1983, create an annotated time line in essay format of provocative attacks 
against American interests around the world which led up to the destruction of the 
twin World Trade Center towers in New York and part of the Pentagon building in 
Washington, D.C. in 2001. Explain each entry in your timeline in detail ( 1-2 
paragraphs per entry) and be sure to effectively describe if one even had an effect 
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on another.  
Your paper should be organized in APA format with a title page, introduction, 
conclusion and 2-3 scholarly references cited in text and in the references section. 
Review the rubric for grading criteria.  
To submit your assignment, click on the assignments tab on the course menu.  
Due: Saturday, midnight CT  
Points Possible: 50  
 

* All online weeks run from Monday to Sunday, except the last week, which ends on Saturday. 
** All assignments are due at midnight Central Time.  (All submissions to the Blackboard system are 
date/time stamped in Central Time). 

Assignments At-A-Glance 
Assignment/Activity Qty. Points Total Points 

Weeks 1-8: Discussion* - 20      
per week 160 

Week 1: The Grant Administration 1 50 50 
Week 2: Special Discussion: The American Farmer 1 20 20 
Week 2: Labor Unions Comparison 1 35 35 
Week 3:  United States as a World Power Timeline 1 50 50 
Week 4:  America and WW1 1 50 50 
Week 5: World War II 1 50 50 
Week 6: Cuban Missile Crisis 1 50 50 
Week 7:  Essay (Student Choice) 1 50 50 
Week 8:  Provocative Events 1983-2001 1 50 50 
TOTAL POINTS   565 
*Please refer to the Policies menu for more information about requirements for Discussions. 

Grading Scale 
Grade Percentage Points 

A 90 to 100% 508-565 
B 80 to 89% 450-507 
C 70 to 79% 392-449 
D 60 to 69% 334-381 
F < 60% < 333 

To access your scores, click on Grades in the Student Tools area in Blackboard. 

Important Policies 
All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out here in this syllabus.  
However, additional university policies are located in the Policies section of Blackboard.  
You are responsible for reading and understanding all of these policies.  All of them are 
important.  Failure to understand or abide by them could have negative consequences 
for your experience in this course. 

Editorial Format for Written Papers 
All written assignments are to follow the APA writing style guidelines for grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation.  This online course includes information regarding the APA 
style under “Writing and Research Resources” in the Resource Room on the course 
menu in Blackboard. 
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Ottawa Online Late Policy 
With instructor approval, assignments may be accepted for up to one week after the due 
date, but a minimum automatic deduction of 10% of the points will be assessed.  The 
instructor also has the option of increasing this deduction percentage up to a maximum 
of 20%. Extenuating circumstances may be determined on rare occasions and an 
extension allowed without a deduction, but only at the sole discretion of the instructor.  
  
Discussion board postings will not be accepted for credit when posted after the close of 
the discussion week. There are no exceptions to this rule; however, solely at the 
discretion of the instructor, the student may be allowed to submit an alternative 
assignment to make up for the points under extenuating circumstances. If granted, this 
should be an exception to the rule.  
  
No assignments will be accepted after the last day of the course (end of term) unless 
arrangements have been made and “approved” by the instructor at least one week in 
advance. 

Saving Work 
It is recommended that you save all of your work from this course on your own 
computer or flash drive. The capstone course you take at the end of your program may 
require you to have access to this work for culminating assignments and/or reflections. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated at any level on any assignment.  The 
reality of cyberspace has made academic dishonesty even more tempting for some, but 
be advised that technology can and will be used to help uncover those engaging in 
deception.  If you ever have a question about the legitimacy of a source or a procedure 
you are considering using, ask your instructor.  As the University Academic Council 
approved on May 29, 2003, “The penalty for plagiarism or any other form of academic 
dishonesty will be failure in the course in which the academic dishonesty occurred.  
Students who commit academic dishonesty can be dismissed from the university by the 
provost/director.”  
Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Policies section of the online course menu 
for important information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism and 
cheating, including examples and explanations of these issues. 
 
Student Handbook 
Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource 
Room on the course menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the 
student handbook online for your campus. 
 
Please see Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies. 

Blackboard Technical Support 
The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use 
Blackboard as well as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa 
University offers technical support from 8 a.m. to midnight Central Time for all students, 
staff, and faculty at no cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact information. 
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Ottawa University Mission Statement 
The mission of Ottawa University is to provide the highest quality liberal arts and professional education 
in a caring, Christ-centered community of grace, which integrates faith, learning and life. The University 
serves students of traditional age, adult learners and organizations through undergraduate and graduate 
programs. 


