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OTTAWA ONLINE 

HPS 13353 American Government 

Course Description 

Introduces American government and the philosophy, structure and operation of it. 
Studies performance and problems of American government with emphasis on the 
question of the citizen’s knowledge, role and responsibility. 

Prerequisites 

None 

Course Objectives 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:  
 Identify the theories that define political science, government, politics and constitutional 

democracy as well as differentiate democracy from other forms of governments.  

 Discuss and analyze the most important arguments for and against the Ratification of the 
Constitution as posed by the Federalists and Anti-federalists.  

 Describe the basic structure and core principles of the Constitution of the United States of 
America and the Bill of Rights.  

 Identify the three branches of the federal government and interpret the concept of separation of 
powers.  

 Examine how the meaning the Constitution has evolved over time. 

 Explain the American form of federalism. 

 Describe the advantages and disadvantages of the American federal system of governance. 

 Identify how American federalism has changed since Ratification of the Constitution.  

 Describe the relationship between contemporary politics and trends in size and power of the 
national government. 

 Interpret political culture. 

 Identify the most important American political ideologies and analyze their importance in our 
democracy.  

 Identify the role political parties’ play in democracies and their primary functions. 

 Explain the role of interest groups and identify the different types of interest groups in American 
politics.  

 Define and analyze the formal powers of the bicameral legislature as granted in Article I of the 
Constitution of the United States of America. 

 Interpret the structure and powers of the contemporary Congress. 

 Identify the various steps and procedure which encompasses how a bill becomes law and the 
ways a bill can be stopped. 

 Explain how the legislative branch of the federal government is organized.  

 Explore the congressional election process and constitutional requirements to become members 
of the House of Senate and House of Representatives.  

 Define and analyze the formal powers of the Executive Branch as granted in Article II of the 
Constitution of the United States.Assess the informal powers of the president.  

 Identify how the Executive Branch is organized. 
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 Describe the constitutional requirements to become president and assess the most important 
qualities the electorate looks for in a president.  

 Analyze and assess the role of the president in contemporary American government. 

 Inspect the judicial Powers and jurisdiction of The Judicial Branch as granted in Article III of the 
Constitution of the United States 

 Define and assess the informal powers of the Judiciary and the organizational structure  

 Identify the constitutional requirements to become an Associate of the Supreme Court and judges 
in the inferior courts of the federal Judiciary.  

 Analyze and assess the role of the federal judicial system in contemporary American government. 

 Define the three types of public policy. 

 Evaluate the eight steps in making public policy. 

 Analyze the role the federal government plays in promoting social welfare in the United States.  

 Distinguish which Branch(s) of the federal government makes American foreign and defense 
policy and execution.  

 Examine five questions that shape positions on United States foreign policy and defense. 

 Assess what role public opinion plays in the shaping of American foreign and defense policy. 

 Distinguish instances of civil liberties and civil rights afforded those under American jurisdiction 

 Analyze the role the federal government plays in protecting the civil liberties and civil rights of 
individuals within American jurisdiction 

  Analyze how United States citizenship is acquired, retained, and the connected responsibilities 

 Compare and contrast different groups efforts to clarify and demand the tenets of equal protection 
of the law 

 Assess the constitutional tests applied to discriminatory laws in the United States.Outline and 
understand the rights of the accused  

 

Required Text and Other Materials: 

Magleby, D. & Light, P. (2011). Government by the people. Brief Edition.Longman 
Publishing ISBN-10: 0-205-80670-8 

Course Assignment Descriptions 

You will have several opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of 
the principles taught in this course. The primary means of evaluating your work will be 
through practical application of the material. In the event that you have difficulty 
completing any of the assignments for this course, please contact your instructor 
immediately. Please refer to the Course Materials section of the cyberclassroom for 
complete details regarding the activities and assignments for this course. The following 
is merely a summary. 
 
Discussion contributions   

Initial Substantive Posts: Submit an initial response to each of the prompts 
provided each week by your instructor. Your initial post should be substantive 
(approximately ½ of a page in length) and must be posted by midnight, Central Time 
by Wednesday of each week. In your substantive post you are encouraged to use 
references (you may use your textbook); show evidence of critical thinking as it 
applies to the concepts or prompt and/or use examples of the application of the 
concepts to work and life.  Proper punctuation, grammar and correct spelling are 
expected. Please use the spell-check function.  

Required Replies: You must reply to at least two different peers per prompt.  Your 
replies should build on the concept discussed, offer a question to consider, or add a 
differing perspective, etc. Rather than responding with, "Good post," explain why the 
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post is "good" (why it is important, useful, insightful, etc.). Or, if you disagree, 
respectfully share your alternative perspective. Just saying "I agree" or "Good idea" 
is not sufficient for the posts you would like graded. 

Posting Guidelines: Overall, postings must be submitted on at least two separate 
days of the week. It is strongly recommended you visit the discussion forum 
throughout the week to read and respond to your peers’ postings. You are 
encouraged to post more than the required number of replies. 
 
(Please review the Policies section of Blackboard for further details.)  
 

Constitution Analysis Essay 
Americans tend to focus on how well the basic constitutional concepts have survived 

since Ratification.  However, the Constitution was a “compromise” document drafted by 

Framers with conflicting beliefs. Compose a 1-2  page analysis of ONE the following 

less successful elements of The Constitution:  

A. The lack of a Bill of Rights  

B. Slaves were considered three-fifths of person a person in the Three-Fifths 

Compromise-Article 1-Section 2. 

C. The vice-president serves as the president of the Senate, a role that generally 

existed only on paper-Article 1-Section 3  

D. Senators were originally elected by their state legislatures-Article 1-Section 3. 

 

Federalism Reflection  
In a two page narrative address the following:  

1. Identify and analyze the major characteristics of federalism  
2. Can still be said that federalism increases liberty, encourages diversity, and 

promotes creative experimentation and responsive government? 
Use readings from your text and the Meyers library to compose your narrative in APA 
format. Include a title page, introduction and cite in text and in the references section.  
 
 
Interest Groups Matrix 
America is a nation of interests. Interest groups are categorized into the following broad 
types:  

 economic 
 single-issue 
 public interest  
 foreign policy 
 government itself  

 

Compose a matrix (in table format) with headings, rows and columns. Describe the 

characteristics of each group and evaluate their purpose and methods of each interest 

group. Has the group been successful? How do they influence public policy? How are 

they funded? What are their methods to achieve their aims? Cite sources and 

references within the body of the matrix. 
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Your U.S. Representative 
Identify your United States representative and compose an outline that describes  the 
following information:  

1. Name of the representative, brief biography and background. 
2. Address of district and Washington, DC offices, include telephone and email. 
3. Website and You Tube video  
4. Your personal perceptions of website and/or You Tube presentation.  
5. Committees serving on  
6. Bills introduced, sponsored, or co-sponsored  
7. Newsletter published and frequency  
8. Scheduled public meetings with constituents  
9. Recent radio and/or television appearances or reports  
10. PAC (Political Action Committee) and/or Interest Groups support in last election  

Re-election scheduled  
Your description can be in word or table format, including graphics if applicable. Include 
links to websites and supplementary resources. 
 
Presidential Analysis 
Using the Presidential Podcast Library or another source of audio or video, locate and 
listen to (or watch) a presidential speech. In a one - two page essay, analyze the 
context of the presidents speech.  

 Why did the president give this particular speech?  
 What was happening at the time politically and socially that caused the president 

to speak on the particular topic?  
 What policy changes or public expectations informed the speech? 

Compose your paper in APA format with references cited in text and in the references 
section. Include a link to the podcast or video you viewed, as well as a title page, 
introduction and conclusion. 
 
Who’s Who in the Supreme Court 
Investigate one of the current nine members of the Supreme Court.  
In a 1-2 page essay please discuss the following:  
 
1. What is his/her personal background and family information?  
2. What is his/her educational background?  
3. What is his/her work experience prior to their court appointment?  
4. Why do suppose this individual was nominated and later confirmed as a member of 
the court?  
5. What attitudes have characterized the Justices’ decisions on the court? 
 
Compose your paper in APA format with a title page, introduction, conclusion and 
references cited in text and in the references section. 
 
 
 
Neighbor Nations 
In a 5-10 slide PowerPoint presentation select one of our neighbor nations and identify 
the current United States foreign policy relations concerns as listed below. 

http://ottawaeval.blackboard.com/webapps/blackboard/content/contentWrapper.jsp?content_id=_216329_1&displayName=Presidential+Analysis&course_id=_4034_1&navItem=content&href=http%3A//www.archives.gov/presidential-libraries/research/podcasts.html
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Neighbor Nations 
1. Mexico  
2. Venezuela  
3. Nicaragua  
4. Colombia  
5. Ecuador  
6. Cuba  
 
The presentation should address these topics:  
1. Location of the nation  
2. A recent chronological sketch of major events involving the nation and the United 
States.  
3. Policies pursued by United States leaders  
4. Name and reaction of the nation’s leaders  
5. Success and/or failure of the American foreign policies 
Include graphics, video and links if applicable. Adhere to basic design principles 
(bullets, not too text heavy on slides, pleasing colors) and include slide notes where 
appropriate. 

Civil Liberties Research 

Select one of the listed contemporary Civil Liberties or Civil Rights cases.  
Choose one of the following recent Supreme Court Cases:   

1. Boumedine v. Bush (2008), 
2.  Lawrence v. Texas (2003),  
3. Dickerson v. United States (2000),  
4. Kelo v. City of New York (2005).     

All of the listed Supreme Cases are shared in the assigned readings.  You are 
encouraged to seek further case information. Summarize the following information 
about the case:  

1. Case name        
2. Case Citation  
3. Legal Issue  
4. Parties Involved (Plaintiff-Defendant),  
5. Facts of the Case (background)  
6. Court’s Decision (Rationale for the Ruling) 

Concurrently, complete a 2-3 page essay analyzing the historical implications of the 
case. What are your perceptions of the Court’s Ruling? What impact did it have on 
society as a whole, and what was the historical basis for the courts ruling? What civil 
liberties groups were involved, if any? What impact did they have on the case? 
Compose your essay in APA format with references cited in text and the references 
section.  
 
 
 

Course Schedule At-A-Glance* 
Please refer to the Term Calendar in our cyberclassroom for specifics regarding dates. 

Week Readings  
Assignments 

Due 
Date/Time 

Due** 
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Week 1 
  

 Chapter 1  Introduction 

 Discussion Forum 

 Constitution 
Analysis Essay 

 Wed/Sun midnight CT 

 Wed/Sun midnight CT 

 Sunday, midnight CT 

Week 2 
  

 Chapter 2  Discussion Forum 

 Federalism 
Reflection 

 Wed/Sun midnight CT 

 Sunday, midnight CT 

Week 3 
  

 Chapter 3 and 
5 

 Discussion Forum 

 Interest Groups 
Matrix 

 Wed/Sun midnight CT 

 Sunday, midnight CT 

Week 4 
  

 Chapter 7  Discussion Forum 

 Your US 
Representative 

 Wed/Sun midnight CT 

 Sunday, midnight CT 

Week 5 
  

 Chapter 8  Discussion Forum 

 Presidential 
Analysis 

 Wed/Sun midnight CT 

 Sunday, midnight CT 

Week 6 
  

 Chapter 10  Discussion Forum 

 Who’s Who in the 
Supreme Court 

 Wed/Sun midnight CT 

 Sunday, midnight CT 

Week 7 
  

 Chapter 13 & 
14 

 Discussion Forum 

 Neighbor Nations 

 Wed/Sun midnight CT 

 Sunday, midnight CT 

Week 8 
  

 Chapter 11 & 
12 

 Discussion Forum 

 Civil Liberties 
Research 

 Wed/Sun midnight CT 

 Saturday, midnight CT 

* All online weeks run from Monday to Sunday, except the last week, which ends on Saturday. 
** All assignments are due at midnight Central Time.  (All submissions to the Blackboard system are 
date/time stamped in Central Time). 

Assignments At-A-Glance 

Assignment/Activity Qty. Points Total 
Points 

Week 1: Constitution Analysis Essay 1 50 50 

Week 2: Federalism Reflection  1 50 50 

Week 3: Interest Groups Matrix 1 50 50 

Week 4: Your U.S. Representative 1 50 50 

Week 5: Presidential Analysis 1 50 50 

Week 6: Who’s Who in the Supreme Court 1 50 50 

Week 7: Neighbor Nations 1 75 75 

Week 8: Civil Liberties Research 1 100 100 

Weeks 1-8: Discussion Forum Participation  - 30 240 

TOTAL POINTS   715 
*Please refer to the Policies menu for more information about our Course Discussions. 

 

Grading Scale 

Grade Percentage Points 
A 90 to 100% 643-715 

B 80 to 89% 570-642 

C 70 to 79% 497-569 
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D 60 to 69% 424-496 

F  60% < 423 
To access your scores, click on My Grades in the My Tools area in Blackboard. 

Important Policies  

All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out here in this syllabus.  
However, additional university policies are located in the Policies section of Blackboard.  
You are responsible for reading and understanding all of these policies.  All of them are 
important.  Failure to understand or abide by them could have negative consequences 
for your experience in this course. 

Editorial Format for Written Papers 

All written assignments are to follow the APA writing style guidelines for grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation.  This online course includes information regarding the APA 
style under “Writing and Research Resources” in the Resource Room on the course 
menu in Blackboard. 

Ottawa Online Late Policy 

With instructor approval, assignments may be accepted for up to one week after the due 
date, but a minimum automatic deduction of 10% of the points will be assessed.  The 
instructor also has the option of increasing this deduction percentage up to a maximum 
of 20%. Extenuating circumstances may be determined on rare occasions and an 
extension allowed without a deduction, but only at the sole discretion of the instructor.  
  
Discussion board postings will not be accepted for credit when posted after the close of 
the discussion week. There are no exceptions to this rule; however, solely at the 
discretion of the instructor, the student may be allowed to submit an alternative 
assignment to make up for the points under extenuating circumstances. If granted, this 
should be an exception to the rule.  
  
No assignments will be accepted after the last day of the course (end of term) unless 
arrangements have been made and “approved” by the instructor at least one week in 
advance. 

Saving Work 

It is recommended that you save all of your work from this course on your own 
computer or flash drive. The capstone course you take at the end of your program may 
require you to have access to this work for culminating assignments and/or reflections. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated at any level on any assignment.  The 
reality of cyberspace has made academic dishonesty even more tempting for some, but 
be advised that technology can and will be used to help uncover those engaging in 
deception.  If you ever have a question about the legitimacy of a source or a procedure 
you are considering using, ask your instructor.  As the University Academic Council 
approved on May 29, 2003, “The penalty for plagiarism or any other form of academic 
dishonesty will be failure in the course in which the academic dishonesty occurred.  
Students who commit academic dishonesty can be dismissed from the university by the 
provost/director.”  
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Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Policies section of the online course menu 
for important information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism and 
cheating, including examples and explanations of these issues. 
 
Student Handbook 
Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource 
Room on the course menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the 
student handbook online for your campus. 
 
Please see Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies. 

Blackboard Technical Support 

The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use 
Blackboard as well as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa 
University offers technical support from 8 a.m. to midnight Central Time for all students, 
staff, and faculty at no cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact information. 
 

Ottawa University Mission Statement 
The mission of Ottawa University is to provide the highest quality liberal arts and professional 
education in a caring, Christ-centered community of grace which integrates faith, learning and 
life. The University serves students of traditional age, adult learners and organizations 
through undergraduate and graduate programs. 

 

http://www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp

