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OTTAWA ONLINE 

HPS-35054 Seminar in World History I 
 

Course Description 
Examines a selection of readings and topics in world history. Common theme, assigned 
readings and individual projects required. 

Course role in the program/major: 
This course is part of the Bachelor of Arts in History. 

Prerequisites 
No prerequisites for this course. 

Course Objectives 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

• Explain the development of Greek systems and ideas, and calculate their importance for later 
world societies. 

• Assess the rise and fall of Rome, and calculate Rome’s impact on history.  
• Evaluate the emergence of Islam, its beliefs, culture, and military expansion.  Analyze its 

similarities and differences with the West. 
• Summarize the Eastern philosophies of Confucius and Daoism.  Explain the emergence of the 

Kingdom of China.  Analyze the similarities and differences with Islam and the West. 
• Explain the rise of Christianity and also Byzantium.  Analyze the continuities and breaks with Rome and 

Greece after 500 C.E. 
• Assess the rise and imperial histories of the Aztecs and Incas in the Western Hemisphere. 
• Evaluate the societies, economies, & politics of the Middle Ages and the Crusades. Analyze the 

similarities and differences of medieval philosophies with Islam, the East, and the Americas. 
• Explain the rise of the Renaissance and the Reformation in European society. Assess how this 

period did, or did not, represent a significant break towards modernity, away from the systems of 
East Asia, Islam, Americas, and the Medieval West. 

 

Required Text and Other Materials: 
McKay, et al. (2012) A history of world societies. Combined 9th ed.  Boston: Bedford St. 

Martins, ISBN: 978-0-312-66691-0 

Course Assignment Descriptions and Schedule At-A-Glance 
You will have several opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of 
the principles taught in this course. The primary means of evaluating your work will be 
through practical application of the material. In the event that you have difficulty 
completing any of the assignments for this course, please contact your instructor 
immediately. Please refer to the Weekly Materials section of the cyberclassroom for 
complete details regarding the activities and assignments for this course. The following 
is merely a summary. 
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Discussion contributions (160 points)  
(six postings per week @ 20 points per week) 

Initial Substantive Posts: Submit an initial response to each of the prompts 
provided each week by your instructor. Your initial post should be substantive 
(approximately ½ of a page in length) and must be posted by midnight, Central Time 
by Wednesday of each week. In your substantive post you are encouraged to use 
references (you may use your textbook); show evidence of critical thinking as it 
applies to the concepts or prompt and/or use examples of the application of the 
concepts to work and life.  Proper punctuation, grammar and correct spelling are 
expected. Please use the spell-check function.  
Required Replies: You must reply to at least two different peers per prompt.  Your 
replies should build on the concept discussed, offer a question to consider, or add a 
differing perspective, etc. Rather than responding with, "Good post," explain why the 
post is "good" (why it is important, useful, insightful, etc.). Or, if you disagree, 
respectfully share your alternative perspective. Just saying "I agree" or "Good idea" 
is not sufficient for the posts you would like graded. 
Posting Guidelines: Overall, postings must be submitted on at least two separate 
days of the week. It is strongly recommended you visit the discussion forum 
throughout the week to read and respond to your peers’ postings. You are 
encouraged to post more than the required number of replies. 
 
(Please review the Policies section of Blackboard for further details.)  
 

 
Week 1 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the course.  
• Chapter 5 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 

Assignment(s) Greek Ideas Analysis  
After reading the three documents this week- Thucydides, Peloponnesian War: 
"Pericles' Funeral Oration; Thucydides, "The Melian Dialogue"; and Aristotle, "The 
Politics" compose an analysis that establishes the Greek ideal treated (for each), 
and assess its importance for later world societies. Your analysis should consist of 
2-3 paragraphs for each document.  
Compose your assignment in APA format, double-spaced with a title page. Submit 
your assignment via the assignments tab in the course menu. Review the rubric 
below for grading criteria.  
Due: Sunday, Midnight CT  
Points Possible: 25  
 

 
Week 2 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the course.  
• Chapter 6 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 

Assignment(s) The Fall of Rome Timeline  
Using the Meyers Library, your text and the internet, research the numerous, 
contending historical arguments about "Why" and "When" Rome fell?  

1. Create a timeline of the events that culminated in the fall of Rome. Make 
sure to include in your timeline at least ten events (the events could have 
occurred on a specific date or over a specific period) that ultimately led to 
the fall of Rome. Which of these events, if any, do you consider being the 
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official "Fall of Rome." Summarize these historical explanations of the fall of 
Rome in 2-4 sentences each.   

2. Additionally, compose a 1 page paper assessing which of these events and 
or theories you find most convincing, and why.  

Create a timeline in the software of your choosing, such as Word, Inspiration, 
PowerPoint or Excel. Do not copy a timeline from the internet; yet rather summarize 
each entry in your own words. Please be sure your timeline is saved in an 
uploadable and readable file format such as .doc or .jpg. Your timeline should 
include dates, 10+ entries and pictures or graphics. Your timeline should be 
designed to be suitable for presentation. All entries should be at least 2-3 
sentences, descriptive and have cited references from the textbook, article or 
websites. Submit your paper in APA format including a title page and introduction. 
An abstract is not necessary.  
The following links will take you to a few sample timelines.  

• Benjamin Franklin  
• Animated Atlas  
• Earth Evolution Timeline  

Due: Sunday, Midnight CT  
Points Possible: 50  
 

 
Week 3 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the course.  
• Chapter 9 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 

Assignment(s) Quiz  
By Sunday, midnight CT, complete the quiz by clicking on the assignments 
tab>Week 3 Quiz. This quiz is open book and covers week 1-3. There are 40 
questions and you will have the entire week to complete it. You may start and stop 
the quiz, but it must be complete by Sunday, midnight CT.  
Points Possible: 40  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
 
Essay- the Islamic World  
Choose one of the following topics:  

• The Origins of Islam (Bedouin Societies, Muhammad's rise as a religious 
leader, The Qur'an, the Tenets of Islam)  

• Military Challenges (Breakaway Territories, The Turks and Mongols)  
• Muslim Society (Social Hierarchy, Slavery, Women in Classical Islamic 

Society)  
• Cultural Developments of Islam (Folklore, Education, Mystical Traditions)  

Compose a 2-3 page essay that delves into your chosen topic. Research your topic 
and state the main ideas for the specific topic using your textbook, the Myers 
Library and the Internet. Explain and summarize your chosen topic with facts and 
identification of the key points. Support the ideas of your essay with 3-4 scholarly 
sources.  
Due: Sunday, Midnight CT  
Points Possible: 25  
 

 
Week 4 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the course.  
• Chapter 7 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 

Assignment(s) Confucius and the Tao  
Imagine that a follower of Confucianism and another follower of Taoism meet at the 
intersection of two rural paths, and sit down in the shade to eat lunch together. 
Based on the readings and the internet pages provided, create a conversation 
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between them (up to two pages long), which reveal your understanding of the main 
points of both philosophies. This conversation-exercise provides one with a chance 
to both be creative and explain the Eastern philosophies under study. APA 
formatting is not necessary, but solid writing skills are expected. Include a title page 
and a brief introduction to the scenario that leads up to the conversation.  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT 
Points Possible:30  
 

 
Week 5 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the course.  
• Chapter 8 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 

Assignment(s)       Late Antiquity Map Exercise  
This week, we evaluate the importance of maps both as carriers and filters of 
information, applying it to Late Antiquity (400 C.E.-850 C.E.). Usually, we think as 
maps as merely telling us the truth, but map makers also choose what information 
to include on the map, and what information to withhold. This chapter on the period 
between the Roman Empire and Medieval Europe contains different processes 
occurring somewhat at the same time  

• Mobile Barbarian Invasions (instability),  
• the rise of the Byzantine and Charlemagne Empires (stability),  
• and the Rise of Christianity (stability or instability?).  

For this assignment, it is impossible (and illegible) to include all of the information 
from the chapter and its maps onto one map. You need to choose which elements 
from the chapter best represent this time period.  

• First, download the following .pdf blank map of Europe and the 
Mediterranean.  

• Then, using a drawing program of your choice, or by hand, prepare a map 
of Europe and Western Asia from 350-800 that includes the most important 
elements that best represent the concepts presented this week.  

• You may choose to include information for your maps from Maps in your 
text.  

• You may also include information from the chapter itself.  
• There should be at least ten regions, events, invasions, or placement 

markings on your map.  
• If you used a computer program to make the map in .pdf or other format, 

then submit it electronically.  
• If you hand drew your map, then transfer it into an electronic version, using 

a scanner, then submit it electronically.  
In addition to submitting the map, write a 1 page explanation for your map, and why 
you included the entries that you did. Why does this map best represent the many 
contending trends occurring in Europe during these years (350-800)? You may 
include why the information you chose to include was more significant for the time 
period than other events or people. Include references from readings or the text if 
applicable. 
Submit all documents as attachments to the dropbox by the end of the week.  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT 
Points Possible: 50  
 

 
Week 6 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the course.  
• Chapter 11 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 

Assignment(s) Assignment: Quiz  
By Sunday, midnight CT, complete the quiz by clicking on the assignments 
tab>Week 6 Quiz. This quiz is open book and covers weeks 4-6. There are 40 
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questions and you will have the entire week to complete it. You may start and stop 
the quiz, but it must be completed by Sunday, midnight CT.  
Points Possible: 40  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
 

 
Week 7 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the course.  
• Chapter 14 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 

Assignment(s) Medieval Philosophy 
Saint Thomas Aquinas was the most prolific representative of the main group of 
medieval philosophers who for hundreds of years attempted to use both A) the 
"reason" of classic Greek philosophers and B) the "faith" of Christian thought and 
scripture to establish ways that mankind could find and identify all truth. His very 
long books, Summa Theologica and Summa Contra Gentiles, represented years of 
effort, and were considered by scholars and readers to be the strongest books of 
the era, and were very persuasive in the 13th century (1200s C.E.). After reading 
from Summa Contra Gentiles, Book I: Of God As He Is In Himself (Sections 1-13) 
and Summa Theologica (I, Q. 2, Art. 2) answer the following in 1-2 pages: Provide 
evidence from the original sources by Aquinas. How does Thomas Aquinas say that 
he, or anyone, can establish something as true (truth)? Compose your analysis in 
essay format.  
Points Possible: 25  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
 

 
Week 8 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the course.  
• Chapter 15 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Saturday 

Assignment(s)      Final Essay  
Step One: Using the provided documents by Picco della Mirandola and Niccolo 
Machiavelli, the Myers Library, and the internet, compose 1-2 paragraphs that 
establish the main philosophical ideas of the Renaissance and Reformation in the 
West. These will form one part of your Final Assignment.  
Step Two: Based on your work in the semester, especially the previous written 
assignments on philosophy and ideas in Greece, East Asia, Islam, medieval West, 
and Renaissance/Reformation West, complete the following cumulative assignment. 
In an essay of 4-5 pages, compare and contrast the main ideas of the Greek, 
Islamic, East Asian, Medieval, and Renaissance European civilizations studied in 
this course. 
The essay CAN USE parts of the paragraphs you have already constructed in 
earlier weeks however, this final essay IS NOT merely the combining (cutting and 
pasting) of those paragraphs. Instead, using them as a base and foundation, you 
should answer the prompt. Your essay should be 4-5 pages and include 5-7 
references, not including your text. Submit your paper in APA format including a title 
page and introduction. An abstract is not necessary.  
Points Possible: 80  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
 

* All online weeks run from Monday to Sunday, except the last week, which ends on Saturday. 
** All assignments are due at midnight Central Time.  (All submissions to the Blackboard system are 
date/time stamped in Central Time). 

Assignments At-A-Glance 
Assignment/Activity Qty. Points Total Points 

Weeks 1-8: Discussion* - 20      160 
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per week 
Week 1: Greek Ideas Analysis  
 1 25 25 
Week 2: The Fall of Rome Timeline  
 1 50 50 
Week 3 : The Islamic World 1 30 30 
Week 3:  Quiz 1 40 40 
Week 4: Confucius and the Tao  
 1 30 30 
Week 5: Late Antiquity Map Exercise 1 50 50 
Week 6: Quiz 1 40 40 
Week 7:  Medieval Philosophy 1 25 25 
Week 8: Final Essay 1 80 80 
Week 8: Quiz 20 1 20 20 
TOTAL POINTS   550 
*Please refer to the Policies menu for more information about requirements for Discussions. 

Grading Scale 
Grade Percentage Points 

A 90 to 100% 495-550 
B 80 to 89% 439-494 
C 70 to 79% 383-438 
D 60 to 69% 327-382 
F < 60% < 327 

To access your scores, click on Grades in the Student Tools area in Blackboard. 

Important Policies 
All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out here in this syllabus.  
However, additional university policies are located in the Policies section of Blackboard.  
You are responsible for reading and understanding all of these policies.  All of them are 
important.  Failure to understand or abide by them could have negative consequences 
for your experience in this course. 

Editorial Format for Written Papers 
All written assignments are to follow the APA writing style guidelines for grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation.  This online course includes information regarding the APA 
style under “Writing and Research Resources” in the Resource Room on the course 
menu in Blackboard. 

Ottawa Online Late Policy 
With instructor approval, assignments may be accepted for up to one week after the due 
date, but a minimum automatic deduction of 10% of the points will be assessed.  The 
instructor also has the option of increasing this deduction percentage up to a maximum 
of 20%. Extenuating circumstances may be determined on rare occasions and an 
extension allowed without a deduction, but only at the sole discretion of the instructor.  
  
Discussion board postings will not be accepted for credit when posted after the close of 
the discussion week. There are no exceptions to this rule; however, solely at the 
discretion of the instructor, the student may be allowed to submit an alternative 
assignment to make up for the points under extenuating circumstances. If granted, this 
should be an exception to the rule.  
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No assignments will be accepted after the last day of the course (end of term) unless 
arrangements have been made and “approved” by the instructor at least one week in 
advance. 

Saving Work 
It is recommended that you save all of your work from this course on your own 
computer or flash drive. The capstone course you take at the end of your program may 
require you to have access to this work for culminating assignments and/or reflections. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated at any level on any assignment.  The 
reality of cyberspace has made academic dishonesty even more tempting for some, but 
be advised that technology can and will be used to help uncover those engaging in 
deception.  If you ever have a question about the legitimacy of a source or a procedure 
you are considering using, ask your instructor.  As the University Academic Council 
approved on May 29, 2003, “The penalty for plagiarism or any other form of academic 
dishonesty will be failure in the course in which the academic dishonesty occurred.  
Students who commit academic dishonesty can be dismissed from the university by the 
provost/director.”  
Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Policies section of the online course menu 
for important information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism and 
cheating, including examples and explanations of these issues. 
 
Student Handbook 
Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource 
Room on the course menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the 
student handbook online for your campus. 
 
Please see Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies. 

Blackboard Technical Support 
The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use 
Blackboard as well as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa 
University offers technical support from 8 a.m. to midnight Central Time for all students, 
staff, and faculty at no cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ottawa University Mission Statement 
The mission of Ottawa University is to provide the highest quality liberal arts and professional education 
in a caring, Christ-centered community of grace, which integrates faith, learning and life. The University 
serves students of traditional age, adult learners and organizations through undergraduate and graduate 
programs. 


