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OTTAWA ONLINE 

HPS-35154 - Seminar in World History 2 
 
 

Course Description 
Examines selection of readings and topics on American history and government. 
Common theme, assigned readings and individual projects required. Inquire in advance 
for information on selected topics.  
 
This is a fully online, eight-week course.  We will not meet face-to-face at any time. 

Course role in the program/major: 
This course is part of the Bachelor of Arts in History 

Course Prerequisites 
None 

Course Objectives 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
•  Explain the development of Absolutism and Constitutionalism in Europe from 

c.1600 to c.1725, and differentiate the different forms of both in the West. 
•  Assess the emergence of the Scientific Revolution and the Enlightenment, and 

calculate their impact on world history. 
•  Evaluate the rise of the Asian empires after 1500, analyzing the differences 

between the Muslim, Chinese, and Japanese models. 
•  Analyze the causes and effects of the American and French Revolutions, and their 

ideas, and assess their consequences for world history after 1776 and 1789. 
•  Differentiate the main modern Western ideologies of Liberalism, Nationalism, and 

Socialism, and explain their relevance to today’s world. 
•  Explain the consequences of the Industrial Revolution and Europe’s imperialism 

that accompanied it. 
•  Identify causes and effects of the American Revolution, French Revolution, 

Russian Revolution and the Chinese Revolution. 
•  Analyze the development and influence of socialism, communism, nationalism, 

fascism, and Nazism on world events after 1917. 
•  Identify and explain causes and effects of global conflicts including World War I, 

World War II, and the Cold War. 
•  Explain the rise and consequences of anti-colonialism in the twentieth century.   
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Required Text 
Mckay, J. et al. (2012) History of World Societies.9th ed. Bedford St. Martins Press. 
ISBN 978-0-312-66691-0 
This book is used in both Seminar in World History 1 & 2 

Course Assignment Descriptions and Schedule At-A-Glance 
You will have several opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of 
the principles taught in this course. The primary means of evaluating your work will be 
through practical application of the material. In the event that you have difficulty 
completing any of the assignments for this course, please contact your instructor 
immediately. Please refer to the Weekly Materials section of the cyberclassroom for 
complete details regarding the activities and assignments for this course. The following 
is merely a summary. 
 
Discussion contributions (160 points)  
(six postings per week @ 20 points per week) 

Initial Substantive Posts: Submit an initial response to each of the prompts 
provided each week by your instructor. Your initial post should be substantive 
(approximately ½ of a page in length) and must be posted by midnight, Central Time 
by Wednesday of each week. In your substantive post you are encouraged to use 
references (you may use your textbook); show evidence of critical thinking as it 
applies to the concepts or prompt and/or use examples of the application of the 
concepts to work and life.  Proper punctuation, grammar and correct spelling are 
expected. Please use the spell-check function.  
Required Replies: You must reply to at least two different peers per prompt.  Your 
replies should build on the concept discussed, offer a question to consider, or add a 
differing perspective, etc. Rather than responding with, "Good post," explain why the 
post is "good" (why it is important, useful, insightful, etc.). Or, if you disagree, 
respectfully share your alternative perspective. Just saying "I agree" or "Good idea" 
is not sufficient for the posts you would like graded. 
Posting Guidelines: Overall, postings must be submitted on at least two separate 
days of the week. It is strongly recommended you visit the discussion forum 
throughout the week to read and respond to your peers’ postings. You are 
encouraged to post more than the required number of replies. 
 
(Please review the Policies section of Blackboard for further details.)  
 

 
Week 1 

Readings • Review all pages of Lesson and watch videos/complete activities as 
applicable.  

• Chapter 17 
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Assignment: Absolutism Essay  

Using readings from the textbook, the Myers Library, and especially the Three 
Absolutist Documents, write an essay of 350-500 words analyzing the idea of 
absolutist rule in the 1600s. Based on the writings of James I, Cardinal Richelieu, 
and Louis XIV what was the proper political system, and why? In retrospect, do they 
seem to be advocating that the King should have absolute power? 
Compose your paper in APA format with at least 3 references that support your 
opinion. Include a title page and references section.  
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To submit your assignment, click on the assignments tab on the course menu.  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
Points Possible: 25   
Assignment: Constitutionalism Essay  
Using readings from the textbook, the Myers Library, and especially the Three 
Constitutionalist Documents, write an essay of 300-450 words analyzing the idea of 
Constitutionalist rule in England and the Netherlands. How did Constitutionalists 
conceive the new political organization should differ from previous monarchies? 
Why? 
Compose your paper in APA format with at least 3 references. Include a title page 
and references section.  
To submit your assignment, click on the assignments tab on the course menu.  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
Points Possible: 25   
 

 
Week 2 

Readings • Review all pages of Lesson and watch videos/complete activities as 
applicable.  

• Chapter 18  
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 
Assignment(s)  Theoretical Change up to 1790  

This week, we enumerate the series of events and people that led to scientific and 
philosophical change leading to the modern world. Using either MS Word, Excel, 
PowerPoint, or design program of your choice (make sure to save in a readable 
format such as .doc, jpg, ppt, etc) prepare a detailed time line showing major 
developments between 1540 and 1789 which affected scientific and political 
thinking. Include at least 15 major developments for the time range with at least 1 
paragraph description for each entry. Add your own comments as appropriate; 
include references to articles or websites, pictures and/or video. Also include one 
final section/slide in which you answer:  

• Which do you think was more important in the long run, The Enlightenment 
or the Scientific Revolution? Why?  

To submit your assignment, click on the assignments tab on the course menu.  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
Points Possible: 50   
 

 
Week 3 

Readings • Review all pages of Lesson and watch videos/complete activities as 
applicable.  

• Chapters 20 & 21  
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Mapmaking: Empires in Asia to 1800  

This week, we will evaluate the importance of maps both as carriers and filters of 
information, applying it to the five Asian empires examined in these chapters. 
Usually, we think as maps as merely telling us the truth, but map makers also 
choose what information to include on the map, and what information to withhold. 
This chapter on the period of the Asian empires contains information on 1) how 
these five empires rose to power, 2) life during the empires, and 3) their interaction 
with the expanding West and trade. For this assignment, it is impossible (and 
illegible) to include all of the information from the chapter and its maps onto one 
map. You need to choose which elements from the chapter best explain these 
empires and their experience. First, download the following .pdf blank map of Asia 
(located in your course materials)  
 
Then, using a drawing program of your choice, or by hand, prepare a map of the 
Islamic and Asian empires 1400—1800 that includes the most important elements 
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from your readings. There should be at least fifteen regions, events, battles, or 
placement markings on your map. If you used a computer program to make the 
map in .pdf or other format, then submit it electronically. If you hand drew your map, 
then transfer it into an electronic version, many use a scanner or a digital camera, 
then submit it electronically.  
In addition to submitting the map, write a 2-3 paragraph explanation for your map, 
and why you included the entries that you did. Why does this map best represent 
the important trends occurring in these empires during these years (1400-1800)? 
You may include why the information you chose to include was more significant for 
the time period than other events or people. Also, create a numbered or lettered list 
of the items you included on the map Include location, date, and synopsis of the 
event for each entry. Include pictures and links if applicable.  
To submit your assignment, click on the assignments tab on the course menu.  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
Points Possible: 50   
 

 
Week 4 

Readings • Review all pages of Lesson and watch videos/complete activities as 
applicable.  

• Chapters 22 & 24  
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 
Assignment(s)  Liberalism, Nationalism, and Socialism in Action  

This week, evaluate the important developments of liberalism, nationalism, and 
socialism to 1914. Based on the readings from the textbook chapter, the Myers 
Library, and the Internet, create an essay or diagram using either MS Word, Excel, 
PowerPoint, or design program of your choice (make sure to save in a readable 
format such as .doc, jpg, ppt, etc) demonstrating how the ideas of liberalism, 
nationalism, and socialism interacted in the political developments of the West until 
1914. 
The elements and events that MUST be included in your essay/diagram are: 
liberalism, nationalism, socialism, laissez-faire, Karl Marx, Reform Bill of 1832, Ten 
Hours Act of 1847, Revolutions of 1848, the unification of Italy, and the unification of 
Germany. Compose your paper or diagram in APA format with at least 3 references 
and APA citations. Include a title page and references section.  
To submit your assignment, click on the assignments tab on the course menu.  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT  
Points Possible: 25  
 

 
Week 5 

Readings • Review all pages of Lesson and watch videos/complete activities as 
applicable.  

• Chapters 23 & 25  
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 
Assignment(s)  Court Case: How did Industrialization and Imperialism affect people around 

the world?  
 
The Industrial Revolution often creates images of increased human power and 
especially progress. However, the greatest changes produced by the Industrial 
Revolution revolved around people, and the creation of a new way of life, both in 
industrialized areas like Europe and eventual colonies like Africa and Asia. This 
assignment permits us to understand how different people in different parts of the 
world understood and responded to these significant processes.  
For this assignment, imagine that there is a large court assembled in the afterlife, 
and many different people from these chapters have assembled to pass judgment 
on the Industrial Revolution and European Imperialism to 1914. What testimony 
would its various participants provide to the court? How would they see the changes 
from these events? Positive? Negative? Based on 1) the readings from the textbook 
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2) the Myers Library, and 3) the internet, create an essay or diagram using either 
MS Word, Excel, PowerPoint, or a design program of your choice (make sure to 
save in a readable format such as .doc, .jpg, .ppt, etc) demonstrating the 
testimony of 8-9 different witnesses.  
The witnesses can be real (a specific person from your readings) or someone you 
create based on your readings (for example an Indian tea plantation worker). Each 
testimony must be at least one paragraph long, and must exhibit an understanding 
of how that person (or those persons) would see the reality that industrialization or 
imperialism created. You are not required to use the following, but they may provide 
some ideas on who you might include: factory owners, bourgeoisie, mine workers, 
factory workers, socialists, imperialists, Leopold II of Belgium, Afrikaners, black 
miners in South Africa, anti-imperialists, and so on. You will have to review the 
websites provided and review the personal reports.  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT 
Points Possible: 50  
 

 
Week 6 

Readings • Review all pages of Lesson and watch videos/complete activities as 
applicable.  

• Chapter 28  
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Russian Revolution  

Using readings from the textbook, the Myers Library, and the Internet write a 2-3 
page paper analyzing the Russian Revolution of 1917. Compare and contrast the 
French Revolution of 1789 with the Russian Revolution of 1917. Compose your 
paper in APA format with at least 3 references. Include a title page and references 
section.  
Due: Sunday, midnight CT 
Points Possible: 25  
 

 
Week 7 

Readings • Review all pages of Lesson and watch videos/complete activities as 
applicable.  

• Chapter 29 (Nationalism in East and Southeast Asia) & Chapter 30 
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Begin work on your paper, due in week 8.  
 

Week 8 
Readings • Review all pages of Lesson and watch videos/complete activities as 

applicable.  
• Chapters 29 (Towards Self Rule in India) 31, & 32 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT on Saturday 

Assignment(s) Rejection or Re-establishment of Modernity and the Enlightenment due in 
Week 8  
This week, begin working on the final paper for this course: Twentieth Century: 
Rejection or Re-establishment of Modernity and The Enlightenment? In this paper, 
you will assess the history, events, and ideas of the world after 1914 to 2000 (WWI, 
Age of Anxiety, Fascism, Communism, World War II, The Holocaust, The Cold War, 
Anti-colonialism, post-1989 Eastern Europe), and answer the following question: 

• Do the history, events, and ideas of the world after 1914 represent a 
rejection of Modernism (The Enlightenment, American/French Revolutions, 
and Progress), or do they suggest that Modernism was challenged, but 
ultimately proved more viable and supported as the world's main idea and 
experience?  

Compose a 4-5 page essay that addresses the question in detail with 3-5 cited 
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scholarly resources that back up your opinion. Your paper should be composed in 
APA format with a title page, introduction, conclusion and references cited in text 
and in a references section.  
Review the rubric in the weekly materials for complete grading criteria.  
 
 
Due: Saturday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 125 

* All online weeks run from Monday to Sunday, except the last week, which ends on Saturday. 
** All assignments are due at midnight Central Time.  (All submissions to the Blackboard system are 
date/time stamped in Central Time). 

Assignments At-A-Glance 
Assignment/Activity Qty. Points Total 

Points 
Week 1: Absolutism Short Essay 
 1 25   25 

Week 1: Constitutionalism Short Essay 
 1 25 25 

Week 2: Timeline: Theoretical Change up to 
1789 1 50 50 

Week 3:  
Mapmaking Assignment: Empires in Asia to 
1800 

1 50 50 

Week 4: Liberalism, Nationalism, and 
Socialism in Action 1 25 25 

Week 5: Court Case: How did Industrialization 
and Imperialism affect people around the 
world? 

1 50 50 

Week 6: Russian Revolution  
 1 25 25 

Week 8: Twentieth Century: Rejection or Re-
establishment of Modernity and The 
Enlightenment? 
 

1 125 125 

Discussion Forum Participation  8 20 160 
TOTAL POINTS   535 

 
Please refer to the Policies menu for more information about requirements for Discussions. 

Grading Scale 
Grade Percentage Points 

A 90 to 100% 481-535 
B 80 to 89% 426-480 
C 70 to 79% 371-425 
D 60 to 69% 316-370 
F < 60% < 315 

To access your scores, click on Grades in the Student Tools area in Blackboard. 
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Important Policies 
All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out here in this syllabus.  
However, additional university policies are located in the Policies section of Blackboard.  
You are responsible for reading and understanding all of these policies.  All of them are 
important.  Failure to understand or abide by them could have negative consequences 
for your experience in this course. 

Editorial Format for Written Papers 
All written assignments are to follow the APA writing style guidelines for grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation.  This online course includes information regarding the APA 
style under “Writing and Research Resources” in the Resource Room on the course 
menu in Blackboard. 

Ottawa Online Late Policy 
With instructor approval, assignments may be accepted for up to one week after the due 
date, but a minimum automatic deduction of 10% of the points will be assessed.  The 
instructor also has the option of increasing this deduction percentage up to a maximum 
of 20%. Extenuating circumstances may be determined on rare occasions and an 
extension allowed without a deduction, but only at the sole discretion of the instructor.  
  
Discussion board postings will not be accepted for credit when posted after the close of 
the discussion week. There are no exceptions to this rule; however, solely at the 
discretion of the instructor, the student may be allowed to submit an alternative 
assignment to make up for the points under extenuating circumstances. If granted, this 
should be an exception to the rule.  
  
No assignments will be accepted after the last day of the course (end of term) unless 
arrangements have been made and “approved” by the instructor at least one week in 
advance. 

Saving Work 
It is recommended that you save all of your work from this course on your own 
computer or flash drive. The capstone course you take at the end of your program may 
require you to have access to this work for culminating assignments and/or reflections. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated at any level on any assignment.  The 
reality of cyberspace has made academic dishonesty even more tempting for some, but 
be advised that technology can and will be used to help uncover those engaging in 
deception.  If you ever have a question about the legitimacy of a source or a procedure 
you are considering using, ask your instructor.  As the University Academic Council 
approved on May 29, 2003, “The penalty for plagiarism or any other form of academic 
dishonesty will be failure in the course in which the academic dishonesty occurred.  
Students who commit academic dishonesty can be dismissed from the university by the 
provost/director.”  
Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Policies section of the online course menu 
for important information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism and 
cheating, including examples and explanations of these issues. 
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Student Handbook 
Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource 
Room on the course menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the 
student handbook online for your campus. 
 
Please see Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies. 

Blackboard Technical Support 
The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use 
Blackboard as well as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa 
University offers technical support from 8 a.m. to midnight Central Time for all students, 
staff, and faculty at no cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ottawa University Mission Statement 
The mission of Ottawa University is to provide the highest quality liberal arts and professional education 
in a caring, Christ-centered community of grace, which integrates faith, learning and life. The University 
serves students of traditional age, adult learners and organizations through undergraduate and graduate 
programs. 


