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OTTAWA ONLINE 

HPS-35555 History of America 
 

Course Description 

Examines selection of readings and topics in American history and government. Covers 
American’s westward expansion, Civil War, reconstruction and industrial and economic 
growth during this period. 

Course role in the program/major: 

This course is part of the Bachelors of Arts in History 

Prerequisites 

No prerequisites for this course 

Course Objectives 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
 

 evaluate the issues underlying America’s westward expansion during and following Jackson’s 
administration and the politics that drove Manifest Destiny and the War with Mexico. 

 enumerate and evaluate the major disputes and compromises in the decade or so leading up to 
the dissolution of the Union in 1861. 

 analyze the Dred Scott affair and the historic decision of the Taney Supreme Court that for the 
first time recognized legally that slaves were property. 

 evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of both sides on the eve of the Civil War. 

 analyze the significance of July 1863 and the twin Confederate losses of Gettysburg and 
Vicksburg. 

 assess the impact of Lincoln’s assassination on the task of peacemaking following the Civil War. 

 evaluate the breakdown of Constitutional order that led to the chaos of the Reconstruction Era. 

 analyze the attempts of the Radicals to remove President Johnson from office. 

 analyze the reaction in the South to Federal Reconstruction plans. 

 examine the “Compromise of 1877” which brought Rutherford B. Hayes to the Presidency. 

 list the reasons for the great western migration following the Civil War. 

 analyze the clash of cultures between the U.S. Government and the Indian tribes in the path of 
western expansion. 

 explain the significance of the building and completion of the transcontinental railroad. 

 examine the great open range cattle industry and deduce what brought it to a close in the late 
19

th
 century. 

 propose reasons for the industrial growth of the United States following the Civil War. 

 examine the policies of the U.S. government that encouraged the great industrial growth and 
economic revolution of the U.S. between 1865 and 1890. 

 inspect the power of the “neuveau riche” in American society from 1865 and 1890. 

 evaluate the contributions of the captains of industry (often called the “Robber Barrons”) to the 
growth and development of American industry and the economic revolution of the post Civil War 
era. 
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 evaluate the impact of Social Darwinism on American society. 

 deduce the meaning of the “Gospel of Wealth.” 

 examine the early attempts at unionization. 

 list the early attempts at social reform. 

 analyze the significance and growth of political machines. 

 examine the culture of the “Gilded Age.” 

 survey the problems faced by American farmers following the Civil War. 

 examine the way the railroads exercised their power to take advantage of the farmers. 

 analyze ways the farm revolt led to government intervention and regulation. 

 Summarize the rise of the Populists and the ways they changed American politics 
 

Required Text and Other Materials: 

Tindalle, G. &Shi,D. (2009) America, A Narrative History, Volume 1. W.W. Norton Press 
ISBN 978-0-393-93405-2 
 
In this class, it is highly suggested that you download Google Earth as a supplement 
to your readings. Google Earth is a free application that allows the user to view satellite 
maps and geographical content. To download Google Earth, click here: 
http://earth.google.com/index.html 
 
The folder in the weekly materials sections contains tutorials and resources to assist 
you in your exploration of Google Earth. 

Course Assignment Descriptions:  

You will have several opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of 
the principles taught in this course.  The primary means of evaluating your work will be 
through practical application of the material.  In the event that you have difficulty 
completing any of the assignments for this course, please contact your instructor 
immediately. Please refer to the Course Materials section of the cyberclassroom for 
complete details regarding the activities and assignments for this course.  The following 
is merely a summary. 
 
Discussion Participation: Each week you must submit (post) a response to the weekly 
discussion topic(s). Then, after reading the postings made by other students, you must 
reply to a minimum of two of your coursemates.  

 Initial Substantive Posts: Submit an initial response to each of the prompts provided each week 
by your instructor. Your initial post should be substantive (approximately ½ of a page in length) 
and must be posted by midnight, Central Time by Wednesday of each week. In your substantive 
post you are encouraged to use references (you may use your textbook); show evidence of 
critical thinking as it applies to the concepts or prompt and/or use examples of the application of 
the concepts to work and life.  Proper punctuation, grammar and correct spelling are expected. 
Please use the spell-check function.  

 Required Replies:  You must reply to at least two different peers per prompt.  Your replies should 
build on the concept discussed, offer a question to consider, or add a differing perspective, 
etc. Rather than responding with, "Good post," explain why the post is "good" (why it is important, 
useful, insightful, etc.). Or, if you disagree, respectfully share your alternative perspective. Just 
saying "I agree" or "Good idea" is not sufficient for the posts you would like graded. 

 Posting Guidelines:  Overall, postings must be submitted on at least two separate days of the 
week.  It is strongly recommended you visit the discussion forum throughout the week to read and 
respond to your peers’ postings.  You are encouraged to post more than the required number of 
replies.   

http://ottawaeval.blackboard.com/webapps/blackboard/content/contentWrapper.jsp?content_id=_228138_1&displayName=Google+Earth+Information&course_id=_4198_1&navItem=content&href=http%3A//earth.google.com/index.html
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Please refer to the Policies section in Blackboard for further Discussion Participation 
details.       

Assignments  
 
James Polk Essay 
Using readings from the textbook, the Myers Library, and the Internet write a 2-3 page paper analyzing 
the presidency of James Knox Polk. Was he unduly aggressive in his actions toward Mexico in the 
months leading up to war between the two nations? Compose your paper in APA format with at least 3 
references. Include a title page and references section. 

 
Timeline Analysis 1848-1860 
Using either MS Word, Excel, PowerPoint, or design program of your choice (make sure to save in a 
readable format such as .doc, jpg, ppt, etc) prepare a detailed time line showing major developments, 
disputes and compromises between 1848 and 1860. Include at least 15 major developments for the time 
range with at least 1 paragraph description for each entry. Add your own comments as appropriate; 
include references to articles or websites, pictures and/or video. Review the timeline resources listed in 
the week overview for layout ideas. 

 
Civil War Battles 
Using Word, PowerPoint or a drawing program of your choice,prepare a layout or map of the Civil War 
battles (a minimum of five) you consider to be the most significant of the War. Use some of the following 
websites to assist you with your layout: 

 http://americancivilwar.com/statepic/index.html  

 http://www.civilwar.org/maps/blank-maps/blank-map-civil-war-states.jpg 

 http://www.civilwar.org/battlefields/ 
Write a 1 paragraph statement for each entry explaining the individual battle's importance to the outcome 
of the war. Explain why these battles are among the most significant. Include location,date, and synopsis 
of the event for each entry. Include pictures and links if applicable. 

 
Impeaching a President 
Using the text readings, the library, and suggested websites to write a 2-3 page paper analyzing the 
constitutional power of the Congress to impeach the President of the United States. Given the politically 
charged atmosphere of Johnson’s impeachment trial, do you think Congress would ever impeach any 
President except on political grounds? What examples can you find to support your theory?  Your paper 
should include 3-5 scholarly references and be composed in APA format with a title page and reference 

section. 
 
Chief Joseph Speech Analysis 
Read the speech "I Will Fight No More"  In a 2-3 page analysis, answer the following questions: 

 Who was Chief Joseph? What role did he play during this era? 

 For what audience was the speech written for? What does this speech tell you about life in this 
culture at the time it was written?  

 Why was this speech written? Is there a particular phrase or section that you find particularly 
meaningful or surprising? Why? 

Compose your analysis in APA format. Include a title page and reference section (if applicable). 

 
Post Civil War Presentation  
Choose 1 of the following topics and compose a PowerPoint presentation organizing the role your 
chosen subject played in America's post Civil War Era. Your presentation should consist of 10-15 slides 
with graphics and analysis of the major points. Include references to sources within the slides and make 
sure your presentation has a clear introduction and conclusion. 
Choose 1 of the following topics:  

 The growth of the railroads and the Pacific Railway Act (1862)  

http://americancivilwar.com/statepic/index.html
http://www.civilwar.org/maps/blank-maps/blank-map-civil-war-states.jpg
http://www.civilwar.org/battlefields/
http://ottawaeval.blackboard.com/sessions/3/7/8/5/6/2/session/be3cced105a640a1a31a5c334e731360/Chief%20Joseph%20was%20the%20heroic%20leader%20of%20a%20large%20band%20of%20Nez%20Perc%C3%A9.docx
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o Include the role the federal government played in making the railway possible 
o Chinese labor 
o The Union Pacific and Central Pacific Railroad 
o The role of the robber barons 

 Andrew Carnegie 
o Carnegie and steel 
o Early ventures 
o "The Gospel of Wealth" 

 Labor Unions 
o Worker conditions 
o Child Labor 
o Worker Protests and Strikes 
o The rise of the unions in 1850's and 1860's 

 
Final Exam 
In week 8 you will take a final exam that covers the readings and assignments in this course.  

Course Schedule At-A-Glance* 
Please refer to the Term Calendar in our cyberclassroom for specifics regarding dates. 

Week Readings & Activities Assignments 
Due 

Date/Time 
Due** 

1  Chapter 14 

 Week 1 Lecture 

 Discussion 
Postings 

 James Polk Essay 

 Wed/Sun midnight CT 

 Sunday, midnight CT 

2  Chapter 15 and 16 
 

 Discussion 
Postings 

 Timeline Analysis 

 Wed/Sun midnight CT 

 Sunday, midnight CT 

3  Chapter 17 

 Google Earth Civil 
War Virtual Tour 

 Discussion 
Postings 

 Civil War Battles 

 Wed/Sun midnight CT 

 Sunday, midnight CT 

4  Chapter 18 and 19  Discussion 
Postings 

 Impeaching a 
President 

 Wed/Sun midnight CT 

 Sunday, midnight CT 

5  Chapter 19 

 Chief Joseph’s 
Speech “ I will Fight 
No More”  

 Discussion 
Postings 

 Speech Analysis 

 Wed/Sun midnight CT 

 Sunday, midnight CT 

6  Chapter 20  Discussion 
Postings 
 

 Wed/Sun midnight CT 

 Sunday, midnight CT 

7  Chapter 21  Discussion 
Postings 

 Post Civil War 
Presentation  

 Wed/Sun midnight CT 

 Sunday, midnight CT 

8  Chapter 22  Discussion 
Postings 

 Final Exam 

 Wed/Sun midnight CT 

 Saturday, midnight 
CT 

* All online weeks run from Monday to Sunday, except the last week, which ends on Saturday. 
** All assignments are due at midnight Central Time.  (All submissions to the Blackboard system are 
date/time stamped in Central Time). 
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Assignments At-A-Glance 

Assignment/Activity Qty. Points Total 
Points 

Week 1: James Polk Essay  1 25 25 

Week 2: Timeline Analysis 1848-1860 1 50 50 

Week 3: Civil War Battles 1 25 25 

Week 4: Impeaching a President Essay 1 25 25 

Week 5: Chief Joseph Speech Analysis 1 50 50 

Week 7: Post Civil War Presentation 1 150 150 

Week 8: Final Exam 1 100 100 

Discussion Forums 8 20 160 

TOTAL POINTS   585 
*Please refer to the Policies menu for more information about our Course Discussions. 

 
***It is highly recommended that you save all of your work from this course on your own computer 
or flash drive. The capstone course you take at the end of your program may require you to have 
access to this work for culminating assignments and/or reflections. 

Grading Scale 

Grade Percentage Points 

A 90 to 100% 527-585 

B 80 to 89% 468-526 

C 70 to 79% 409-467 

D 60 to 69% 350-408 

F  60% <349 

To access your scores, click on Grades in the My Tools area in Blackboard. 

Important Policies 

All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out here in this syllabus.  
However, additional university policies are located in the Policies folder in the Info & 
Policies section of Blackboard.  You are responsible for reading and understanding all 
of these policies.  All of them are important.  Failure to understand or abide by them 
could have negative consequences for your experience in this course. 
 
Ottawa Online Late Policy  
 
With instructor approval, assignments may be accepted for up to one week  
after the due date, but a minimum automatic deduction of 10% of the points  
will be assessed.  The instructor also has the option of increasing this  
deduction percentage up to a maximum of 20%. Extenuating circumstances may  
be determined on rare occasions and an extension allowed without a  
deduction, but only at the sole discretion of the instructor.  
  
Discussion board postings will not be accepted for credit when posted after  
the close of the discussion week. There are no exceptions to this rule;  
however, solely at the discretion of the instructor, the student may be  



 

6 of 6 

allowed to submit an alternative assignment to make up for the points under  
extenuating circumstances. If granted, this should be an exception to the  
rule.  
  
No assignments will be accepted after the last day of the course (end of  
term) unless arrangements have been made and “approved” by the instructor at  
least one week in advance. 
 

Editorial Format for Written Papers 

All written assignments are to follow the APA writing style guidelines for grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation.  This online course includes information regarding the APA 
style under “Writing and Research Resources” in the Resource Room on the course 
menu in Blackboard. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated at any level on any assignment.  The 
reality of cyberspace has made academic dishonesty even more tempting for some, but 
be advised that technology can and will be used to help uncover those engaging in 
deception.  If you ever have a question about the legitimacy of a source or a procedure 
you are considering using, ask your instructor.  As the University Academic Council 
approved on May 29, 2003, “The penalty for plagiarism or any other form of academic 
dishonesty will be failure in the course in which the academic dishonesty occurred.  
Students who commit academic dishonesty can be dismissed from the university by the 
provost/director.”  
Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Policies section of the online course menu 
for important information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism and 
cheating, including examples and explanations of these issues. 
 
Student Handbook 
Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource 
Room on the course menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the 
student handbook online for your campus. 
 
Please see Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies. 

Blackboard Technical Support 

The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use 
Blackboard as well as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa 
University offers technical support from 8 a.m. to midnight Central Time for all students, 
staff, and faculty at no cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact information. 
 

Ottawa University Mission Statement 
The mission of Ottawa University is to provide the highest quality liberal arts and professional 
education in a caring, Christ-centered community of grace which integrates faith, learning and 
life. The University serves students of traditional age, adult learners and organizations 
through undergraduate and graduate programs. 

http://www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp

