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OTTAWA ONLINE 

HPS-35556 The Early Republic 
 

Course Description 

Examines political, social, economic, and diplomatic development and westward 
expansion during formative period of American history including Washington, 
Jeffersonian and Jacksonian eras. 

Course role in the program/major: 

This course is a requirement for all undergraduate Bachelor of Arts in History majors.   

Prerequisites 

None 

Course Objectives 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:  
 

 Define the main causes of the American Revolution and the events that resulted 
in American independence from Great Britain. 

 Interpret the need for a new constitution and the main points and analyze the role 
George Washington played in putting those ideals into effect. 

 Interpret the presidency of Andrew Jackson and the dramatic issues and 
confrontations of this period 

 Understand the causes of the War of 1812 and why it is often referred to as “The 
Second War of Independence 

 Contrast Van Buren’s policies with those of Andrew Jackson and to evaluate the 
growing moral battle over slavery as it begins to affect issues and policies far and 
wide. 

 Analyze and understand religious and reform movements of the Jacksonian 
period. 

 Interpret the presidency of Andrew Jackson and the dramatic issues and 
confrontations of this period 

 Define and analyze the underlying motives for the westward movement, as well 
as the changing economic and social developments of the period from 1816 to 
1840. 

 
Required Text and Other Materials: 

Tindall, G. &Shi, D. (2010) America A Narrative History. 8thed.  WW Norton & Co. ISBN 
9780393934083 
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Course Assignment Descriptions:  

You will have several opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of 
the principles taught in this course.  The primary means of evaluating your work will be 
through practical application of the material.  In the event that you have difficulty 
completing any of the assignments for this course, please contact your instructor 
immediately. Please refer to the Course Materials section of the cyberclassroom for 
complete details regarding the activities and assignments for this course.  The following 
is merely a summary. 
 
Discussion Participation: Each week you must submit (post) a response to the weekly 
discussion topic(s). Then, after reading the postings made by other students, you must 
reply to a minimum of two of your coursemates.  
 

 Initial Substantive Posts: Submit an initial response to each of the prompts 
provided each week by your instructor. Your initial post should be substantive 
(approximately ½ of a page in length) and must be posted by midnight, Central 
Time by Wednesday of each week. In your substantive post you are encouraged 
to use references (you may use your textbook); show evidence of critical thinking 
as it applies to the concepts or prompt and/or use examples of the application of 
the concepts to work and life.  Proper punctuation, grammar and correct spelling 
are expected. Please use the spell-check function.  

 Required Replies:  You must reply to at least two different peers per prompt.  
Your replies should build on the concept discussed, offer a question to consider, 
or add a differing perspective, etc. Rather than responding with, "Good post," 
explain why the post is "good" (why it is important, useful, insightful, etc.). Or, if 
you disagree, respectfully share your alternative perspective. Just saying "I 
agree" or "Good idea" is not sufficient for the posts you would like graded. 

 Posting Guidelines:  Overall, postings must be submitted on at least two 
separate days of the week.  It is strongly recommended you visit the discussion 
forum throughout the week to read and respond to your peers’ postings.  You are 
encouraged to post more than the required number of replies.   

Please refer to the Policies section in Blackboard for further Discussion Participation 
details.       

Assignments  
 
Articles of Confederation Analysis 
Using readings from the text and the Meyers Library, compose a 1-2 page essay that analyzes the 
effectiveness of the Articles of Confederation in creating a unifying government for the 13 United States. 
What factors limited the effectiveness of Congress? Be sure to support your opinions with references 
cited in text and in the references section.  

 
Alexander Hamilton Timeline 
Using readings from the text and the Myers Library create a timeline that lists, summarizes and analyzes 
the contributions of Alexander Hamilton in moving the new government forward.  

 Some of the contributions you may consider are: funding the national debt (foreign, domestic, and 
veteran), the state debt, and the Bank of the United States.)  
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 Create a timeline in the software of your choosing, such as Word, Inspiration, PowerPoint or 
Excel. Please be sure your timeline is saved in an uploadable and readable file format such as 
.doc or .jpg. Your timeline should include dates, 10+ entries and pictures or graphics if applicable.  

 All entries should be descriptive and have cited references from the textbook, article or websites. 
Submit your paper in APA format including a title page and introduction. An abstract is not 
necessary.  

The following links will take you to some examples of timelines  
 Benjamin Franklin 

 Animated Atlas  

 CSM.org 

 Nickles.com 

 
 
Jefferson Analysis 
Using the readings from the textbook and the Myers Library compose a 1-2 page essay that analyzes 
Jefferson’s attempt to deal with Great Britain’s transgressions against American shipping by supporting 
the Embargo Act. Additionally, include a comparison chart that compares and contrasts the administration 
of John Adams and Thomas Jefferson. Cite references in text and in the references section. Submit your 
paper in APA format including a title page and introduction; an abstract is not required. 
 
Diplomatic Successes 
Using the readings from the textbook and the Myers Library compose a 5-7 slide PowerPoint 
Presentation that analyzes and summarizes the major diplomatic successes of the United States in the 
years following the War of 1812. Each diplomatic success should be contained on it’s own slide. Among 
these are the agreement of 1815, the treaty of 1818, the Rush-Bagot Agreement, and, of course, the 
Treaty of Ghent. Include graphics and good design principles. 
 
Technological Innovation Timeline 
Using readings from the textbook, the Myers Library, and suggested additional readings from websites, 
develop a timeline for the years 1800 to 1836 with special emphasis on the technological developments 
(the cotton gin, the steam engine, canal and road building) and their influence on the westward movement 
during those same years. Keep in mind that these developments mirrored the growth of slavery in those 
areas south of the Ohio River.  
Create a timeline in the software of your choosing, such as Word, Inspiration, Powerpoint or Excel. 
Please be sure your timeline is saved in an uploadable and readable file format such as .doc or .jpg. You 
timeline should include dates, 10+ entries and pictures or graphics if applicable. All entries should be 
descriptive and have cited references from the textbook, article or websites. Submit your paper in APA 
format including a title page and introduction. An abstract is not necessary. 
  
Andrew Jackson Perspective Essay 
Using readings from the textbook, the Myers Library, and websites write a 1-2 page perspective essay 
interpreting Andrew Jackson’s attitude toward the Bank of the United States and his battle with the Whigs 
and Henry Clay over rechartering the bank in 1832.  

 This essay should be written in first person (as you were Andrew Jackson, possibly preparing a 
speech on the subject).  

 Include opinions about Jackson’s frontier experience and the possible affect it had on the way he 
felt about the bank.  

 Be sure to include supporting statements explaining your point of view. 

 Include an introduction and a conclusion.  
 

Utopian Movement Essay 
Using readings from the textbook, the Myers Library, and the internet compose a 2-3 page essay that 
evaluates the “Utopian Movement” and what it hoped to achieve. Why did it fail? Did any of the ideas of 
the movement influence later thinking? Compose your essay in APA format with references cited in text 
and in the references section.  

 

http://bes.fayette.k12.il.us/excel/Timelines/create-a-timeline_files/Timeline-for-Benjamin-Franklin.gif
http://www.animatedatlas.com/timeline.html
http://www.csm.ornl.gov/SC98/history.jpg
http://www.nickles.com/history/images/timeline.gif
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1831 Slave Revolt 
Using the readings from the textbook, the Myers Library, and the Internet compose a 2-3 page essay 
which analyzes Nat Turner and the 1831 slave revolt in South Hampton County, Virginia. Include a brief 
biographical background of Nat Turner, and consider the social and political ramifications of the revolt. 
Considering the reprisals against slaves following the revolt do you think the uprising was ill advised? 
Compose your paper in APA format with references cited in text and in the references section. 
 

Course Schedule At-A-Glance* 
Please refer to the Term Calendar in our cyberclassroom for specifics regarding dates. 

Week Readings & Activities Assignments 
Due 

Date/Time 
Due** 

1  Chapter 5 & 6  Discussion Posts 

 Articles of 
Confederation 
Analysis  

 Wed/Sun midnight 
CT 

 Sunday, midnight 
CT 

2  Chapter 7 & 8  Discussion Posts 

 Alexander Hamilton 
Timeline 

 Wed/Sun midnight 
CT 

 Sunday, midnight 
CT 

3  Chapter 8 
Review 

 Chapter 9 

 Discussion Posts 

 Jefferson Analysis 

 Wed/Sun midnight 
CT 

 Sunday, midnight 
CT 

4  Chapter 10  Discussion Posts 

 Diplomatic 
Successes  

 Wed/Sun midnight 
CT 

 Sunday, midnight 
CT 

5  Chapter 10 
Review 

 Chapter 14 

 Discussion Posts 

 Technological 
Innovation Timeline 

 Wed/Sun midnight 
CT 

 Sunday, midnight 
CT 

6  Chapter 11 & 12  Discussion Posts 

 Perspective Essay 

 Wed/Sun midnight 
CT 

 Sunday, midnight 
CT 

7  Chapter 12 
Review 

 Chapter 13 

 Discussion Posts 

 Utopian Movement  

 Wed/Sun midnight 
CT 

 Sunday, midnight 
CT 

8  Review Chapter 
11 & 12 

 Discussion Posts 

 1831 Slave Revolt 

 Wed/Sun midnight 
CT 

 Sunday, midnight 
CT 

* All online weeks run from Monday to Sunday, except the last week, which ends on Saturday. 
** All assignments are due at midnight Central Time.  (All submissions to the Blackboard system are 
date/time stamped in Central Time). 

Assignments At-A-Glance 

Assignment/Activity Qty. Points Total 
Points 

Week 1: Articles of Confederation Analysis 1 25    25 

Week 2: Alexander Hamilton Timeline 1 25 25 

Week 3: Jefferson Analysis 1 50 50 

Week 4: Diplomatic Successes 1 25 25 
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Week 5: Technological Innovation Timeline 1 25 25 

Week 6:Andrew Jackson Perspective Essay 1 50 50 

Week 7: Utopian Movement Essay  1 25 25 

Week 8: 1831 Slave Revolt 1 50 50 

Discussion Participation - Responses to Prompt  16 5 80 

Discussion Participation- Replies to Peers (2 per 

topic) 
32 5 160 

TOTAL POINTS   515 
*Please refer to the Policies menu for more information about our Course Discussions. 

Grading Scale 

Grade Percentage Points 

A 90 to 100% 463-515 

B 80 to 89% 410-462 

C 70 to 79% 357-409 

D 60 to 69% 304-356 
F  60% <303 

To access your scores, click on Grades in the My Tools area in Blackboard. 

Important Policies 

All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out here in this syllabus.  
However, additional university policies are located in the Policies folder in the Info & 
Policies section of Blackboard.  You are responsible for reading and understanding all 
of these policies.  All of them are important.  Failure to understand or abide by them 
could have negative consequences for your experience in this course. 

Editorial Format for Written Papers 

All written assignments are to follow the APA writing style guidelines for grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation.  This online course includes information regarding the APA 
style under “Writing and Research Resources” in the Resource Room on the course 
menu in Blackboard. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated at any level on any assignment.  The 
reality of cyberspace has made academic dishonesty even more tempting for some, but 
be advised that technology can and will be used to help uncover those engaging in 
deception.  If you ever have a question about the legitimacy of a source or a procedure 
you are considering using, ask your instructor.  As the University Academic Council 
approved on May 29, 2003, “The penalty for plagiarism or any other form of academic 
dishonesty will be failure in the course in which the academic dishonesty occurred.  
Students who commit academic dishonesty can be dismissed from the university by the 
provost/director.”  
Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Policies section of the online course menu 
for important information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism and 
cheating, including examples and explanations of these issues. 
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Student Handbook 
Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource 
Room on the course menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the 
student handbook online for your campus. 
 
Please see Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies. 

Blackboard Technical Support 

The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use 
Blackboard as well as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa 
University offers technical support from 8 a.m. to midnight Central Time for all students, 
staff, and faculty at no cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact information. 
 

Ottawa University Mission Statement 
The mission of Ottawa University is to provide the highest quality liberal arts and professional 
education in a caring, Christ-centered community of grace which integrates faith, learning and 
life. The University serves students of traditional age, adult learners and organizations 
through undergraduate and graduate programs. 
 

http://www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp

