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OTTAWA ONLINE 

HPS- 45553 Contemporary America 
 

Course Description 
A study of political, social, intellectual, aspects of American History from 1945 to the 
present.  The impact of race, class and gender on national events will also be 
examined. 

Course role in the program/major: 
This course is part of the Bachelor of Arts in History 

Prerequisites 
No prerequisites for this course 

Course Objectives 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

• Evaluate the unsolved issues of World War II.  
• Analyze the development of post war antagonisms between the United States and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 

(U.S.S.R.).  
• Explain the decisions made by Harry S. Truman in dealing with Russian intransigence as the Cold War heightens.  
• Describe the U.S./Cuba confrontations that led to the Bay of Pigs and the outcome of that attempt to invade Cuba.  
• Evaluate the personalities of Kennedy and Kruschev (leader of the U.S.S.R.) and their leadership styles.  
• Analyze the Cuban missile crisis and its aftermath.  
• Analyze the significance of popular culture from 1950 to 1965 and assess the changing role of women in American society 

from 1945 to 1960. 
• Assess the Eisenhower Administration and its role in the development of America from 1953 to 1961. 
• Evaluate the Civil Rights Movement and the Black struggle for equality. 
• Analyze Kennedy’s plan for American involvement in Viet Nam and assess Johnson’s decision to escalate the war in 

Southeast Asia and to send in large numbers of ground troops. 
• Describe the political rebirth of Richard Nixon and his election to the Presidency in 1968. 
• Explain the Watergate controversy and resultant scandal. 
• Analyze the Reagan presidency.  
• Assess some of the major issues of the Reagan years: family values, the AIDS controversy, Star Wars anti-missile 

defense, abortion, etc 
• Assess the transfer of the presidency from Reagan to Bush.  
• Describe President George H.W. Bush's vision of a new world order  
• Inspect the Clinton administration  
• Analyze the impact of global terror on American society and policy.  
• Evaluate the war on Iraq and the reasons for American involvement.  
• Summarize the last decade and analyze the economic, political and social/cultural events that took place  

Required Text and Other Materials: 
Gillon, S. (2013) The American Paradox: A History of the United States Since 1945. 
Wadsworth, Cengage Learning. Boston: MA ISBN 978-1-133-30985-7 
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Course Assignment Descriptions:  
You will have several opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of 
the principles taught in this course.  The primary means of evaluating your work will be 
through practical application of the material.  In the event that you have difficulty 
completing any of the assignments for this course, please contact your instructor 
immediately. Please refer to the Course Materials section of the cyberclassroom for 
complete details regarding the activities and assignments for this course.  The following 
is merely a summary. 
 
Discussion Participation: Each week you must submit (post) a response to the weekly discussion 
topic(s). Then, after reading the postings made by other students, you must reply to a minimum of two of your 
coursemates.  
 

• Initial Substantive Posts: Submit an initial response to each of the prompts provided each week 
by your instructor. Your initial post should be substantive (approximately ½ of a page in length) 
and must be posted by midnight, Central Time by Wednesday of each week. In your substantive 
post you are encouraged to use references (you may use your textbook); show evidence of 
critical thinking as it applies to the concepts or prompt and/or use examples of the application of 
the concepts to work and life.  Proper punctuation, grammar and correct spelling are expected. 
Please use the spell-check function.  

• Required Replies:  You must reply to at least two different peers per prompt.  Your replies should 
build on the concept discussed, offer a question to consider, or add a differing perspective, 
etc. Rather than responding with, "Good post," explain why the post is "good" (why it is important, 
useful, insightful, etc.). Or, if you disagree, respectfully share your alternative perspective. Just 
saying "I agree" or "Good idea" is not sufficient for the posts you would like graded. 

• Posting Guidelines:  Overall, postings must be submitted on at least two separate days of the 
week.  It is strongly recommended you visit the discussion forum throughout the week to read and 
respond to your peers’ postings.  You are encouraged to post more than the required number of 
replies.   

Please refer to the Policies section in Blackboard for further Discussion Participation details.       

Assignments  
 
Truman Doctrine 
In a 1-2 page essay, briefly analyze the Truman Doctrine, the Marshall Plan, and the concept of the policy of Containment. 
Additionally, summarize the dispute between President Truman and General Douglas MacArthur over the conduct of the war in 
Korea. Do you think Truman was right to dismiss MacArthur? What were the strong points of MacArthur's position? Compose your 
essay in APA format with 1-2 scholarly references (beyond your text) cited in text and in the references section. 
 
Social and Political Timeline  
Develop a timeline for the years 1945-1965. Your timeline can be developed in Word, Excel or PowerPoint and must include:  

• 20-30 entries that span the entire time  
• a 2-3 sentence description for each entry (do not copy and paste from websites- the descriptions should be written in your 

own words)  
• A series of images that correlate with your entries  

In your timeline, include social and cultural aspects of the time as well as political movements. Popular songs and/or television 
shows, the Civil right movement and legislation, the political administration and women in American society are a few examples that 
should be included in your timeline. Your overall presentation should address aspects significant in the time period and how they 
reflect the culture of the era.  
 
President Kennedy Essay 
Compose a 2-3 page essay that briefly summarizes and analyzes President Kennedy's impact in the following areas:  

• The United States and the Soviet Union came within a hairsbreadth of falling into the abyss of nuclear war over the 
Russians' placement of offensive missiles in Cuba in October 1962. Analyze President Kennedy's strategy to have the 
missiles removed and avoid a nuclear holocaust.  

• President John F. Kennedy was assassinated on November 22, 1963 in Dallas, Texas. Assess the impact of his death 
upon the country and America's policy in Southeast Asia.  

Compose your essay in APA format with 1-2 scholarly references cited in text and in the references section.  
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Watergate Scandal Research Paper  
Compose an analysis of the events that led to President Nixon's downfall resulting from the Watergate Scandal. You will have 
options for gathering and presenting the material. Choose one of the following options:  

1. Conduct factual research on the Watergate scandal. Compose a 3-4 page research paper by analyzes the facts 
surrounding the scandal and President Nixon's downfall OR  

2. If you have personal recollection of the time period during the Watergate scandal (as an adult or teenager), compose a 2-
3 page personal experience essay reflecting on the times and the results of the scandal, including research of the era to 
support your personal opinions OR  

3. Interview someone who was an adult at the time of the Watergate scandal and compose a 3-4 page report of their views 
of the time, along with research of the era to support your findings.  

Whatever form of report you choose, be sure to answer the following questions in your analysis. In all options, you must include 2-3 
scholarly references to back up your findings:  

• What was Watergate?  
• Why was the scandal called Watergate?  
• What precipitated the scandal?  
• Who were the primary people involved in the event?  
• Who broke the story to the American public?  
• Who was "Deep Throat"?  
• What evidence existed that Nixon was guilty?  
• What was the most incriminating aspect of the White House tapes?  
• How did Watergate change how the public viewed the US government?  
• What were the overall opinions of the President before and after the scandal?  
• Did the scandal alter the morale of the American people? In what ways?  

Compose your essay in APA format with 2-3 scholarly references cited in text and in the references section. You will have two 
weeks to work on this project. This essay is due in Week 5.  
 
80’s Comparison Chart 
Complete a comparison chart that analyzes the social and political aspects of the early 80's to today. In the comparison chart, 
describe the following and compare the events of the 80's to society as it stands today. How have things changed in these 
categories?  

• Ronald Reagan and the administration compared to the Presidency of today?  
• The Cold War and the Arms Race compared to the conflicts of today? 
• Culture, Consumerism and Technology – how have they evolved? 
• Family Values 
• Gay Rights 
• Popular Culture  

Your chart can be created in Word, Excel or a graphic design program of your choice (be sure to save in a universally readable 
format such as .doc or .jpg) In your chart, include names, dates and detailed explanations of the event or happening. You chart 
should analyze the changes of the times and the significance of those changes. Cite references in text and include a reference 
section. While there is no set pages or number of entries, your chart should comprehensively cover the categories listed. You may 
choose to add graphics or links as necessary to enhance the visual appeal of your chart.  
 
Contemporary America Research Paper  
For your final paper, compose a 3-5 page research paper that describes, analyzes and evaulates the events of the last 3 decades in 
an area of your choice. Choose one of the following topics and research the events of the three decades:  

• Politics: The Clinton, G.W. Bush and Obama Administration  
• Technology: The Birth of the World Wide Web and the technological advances of the last 3 decades  
• Conflicts: War and Terrorism  
• Society: Race, gender, laws, etc  
• Popular Culture: Music, Film and Society in the last 3 decades  

If there is a topic that is not listed that you would like to focus on please contact your instructor for approval. Your research paper 
should analyze your subject in a scholarly manner with 5-7 references that support your ideas (note that this is NOT an opinion 
paper- all personal viewpoints must be supported with evidence from your research). This paper is due in week 8.  
 

Course Schedule At-A-Glance* 
Please refer to the Term Calendar in our cyberclassroom for specifics regarding dates. 

Week Readings & Activities Assignments 
Due 

Date/Time 
Due** 

1 • Chapter  1, 2, 3  • Discussion Forum 
• Truman Doctrine Essay 

• Wed/Sun, midnight 
CT 

• Sunday, midnight CT 
2 • Chapter 4,5,6 • Discussion Forum 

• Social and Political 
Timeline 

• Wed/Sun, midnight 
CT 

• Sunday, midnight CT 
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3 • Chapter 7,8 • Discussion Forum 
• President Kennedy 

essay 

• Wed/Sun, midnight 
CT 

• Sunday, midnight CT 
4 • Chapter 9,10 • Discussion Forum 

 
• Wed/Sun, midnight 

CT 
• Sunday, midnight CT 

5 • Chapter 11,12 • Discussion Forum 
• Watergate Scandal 

Research Paper 

• Wed/Sun, midnight 
CT 

• Sunday, midnight CT 
6 • Chapter 13,14 • Discussion Forum 

• 80’s Comparison Chart 
• Wed/Sun, midnight 

CT 
• Sunday, midnight CT 

7 • Chapter 15,16 • Discussion Forum 
 

• Wed/Sun, midnight 
CT 
 

8 • Chapter 17 • Discussion Forum 
• Contemporary America 

Final Research Paper  

• Wed/Sun, midnight 
CT 

• Saturday, midnight 
CT 

* All online weeks run from Monday to Sunday, except the last week, which ends on Saturday. 
** All assignments are due at midnight Central Time.  (All submissions to the Blackboard system are 
date/time stamped in Central Time). 

Assignments At-A-Glance 
Assignment/Activity Qty. Points Total 

Points 
Week 1: Truman Doctrine Essay 1 25    25 
Week 2: Social And Political Timeline 1 50 50 
Week 3: President Kennedy Essay 1 25 25 
Week 5: Watergate Scandal Research Paper 1 100 100 
Week 6:1980’s Comparison Chart 1 50 50 
Week 8: Contemporary America Final 
Research Paper 1 200 200 

Discussion Forum Participation  8 20 160 
TOTAL POINTS   610 
*Please refer to the Policies menu for more information about our Course Discussions. 
 

***It is highly recommended that you save all of your work from this course on your own computer 
or flash drive. The capstone course you take at the end of your program may require you to have 
access to this work for culminating assignments and/or reflections. 

Grading Scale 
Grade Percentage Points 

A 90 to 100% 549-610 
B 80 to 89% 488-548 
C 70 to 79% 427-487 
D 60 to 69% 366-426 
F < 60% <365 

To access your scores, click on Grades in the My Tools area in Blackboard. 
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Important Policies 
All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out in this syllabus.  However, 
additional university policies are located in the Policies folder in the Info & Policies 
section of Blackboard.  You are responsible for reading and understanding all of these 
policies.  All of them are important.  Failure to understand or abide by them could have 
negative consequences for your experience in this course. 
 
Ottawa Online Late Policy 
 
With instructor approval, assignments may be accepted for up to one week after the due 
date, but a minimum automatic deduction of 10% of the points will be assessed.  The 
instructor also has the option of increasing this deduction percentage up to a maximum 
of 20%. Extenuating circumstances may be determined on rare occasions and an 
extension allowed without a deduction, but only at the sole discretion of the instructor.  
  
Discussion board postings will not be accepted for credit when posted after the close of 
the discussion week. There are no exceptions to this rule; however, solely at the 
discretion of the instructor, the student may be allowed to submit an alternative 
assignment to make up for the points under extenuating circumstances. If granted, this 
should be an exception to the rule.  
  
No assignments will be accepted after the last day of the course (end of term) unless 
arrangements have been made and “approved” by the instructor at least one week in 
advance. 
 

Editorial Format for Written Papers 
All written assignments are to follow the APA writing style guidelines for grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation.  This online course includes information regarding the APA 
style under “Writing and Research Resources” in the Resource Room on the course 
menu in Blackboard. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated at any level on any assignment.  The 
reality of cyberspace has made academic dishonesty even more tempting for some, but 
be advised that technology can and will be used to help uncover those engaging in 
deception.  If you ever have a question about the legitimacy of a source or a procedure 
you are considering using, ask your instructor.  As the University Academic Council 
approved on May 29, 2003, “The penalty for plagiarism or any other form of academic 
dishonesty will be failure in the course in which the academic dishonesty occurred.  
Students who commit academic dishonesty can be dismissed from the university by the 
provost/director.”  
Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Policies section of the online course menu 
for important information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism and 
cheating, including examples and explanations of these issues. 
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Student Handbook 
Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource 
Room on the course menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the 
student handbook online for your campus. 
 
Please see Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies. 

Blackboard Technical Support 
The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use 
Blackboard as well as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa 
University offers technical support from 8 a.m. to midnight Central Time for all students, 
staff, and faculty at no cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact information. 
 
Ottawa University Mission Statement 
The mission of Ottawa University is to provide the highest quality liberal arts and professional 
education in a caring, Christ-centered community of grace which integrates faith, learning and 
life. The University serves students of traditional age, adult learners and organizations 
through undergraduate and graduate programs. 
 
 

 


