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OTTAWA ONLINE 

LAS-20010 Seminar I 
  

Course Description 

This first of two foundational LAS courses introduces the breadth areas of the liberal 
arts and examines the importance and meaning of a liberal arts education that 
integrates learning across the disciplines. The course engages students in adult 
learning methods and emphasizes skills of critical self reflection for learning, reading for 
comprehension and deeper understanding, effective class participation, and thinking 
and writing at the higher levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy. 

This is a fully online, eight-week course.  We will not meet face-to-face at any time. 

Course Prerequisites 

None 

Course Objectives 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
1. Strengthen skills in developing and writing essays. 
2. Demonstrate self-reflection in examining the impact of life experiences on one’s 

attitudes, behaviors, and perspectives. 
3. Discuss each of the four breadth areas, giving examples of the role and impact of 

each in one’s individual life and the place of each breadth area within the larger 
society. 

4. Demonstrate critical thinking in being able to examine one’s own perspectives 
and attitudes and those of others. 

5. Analyze the strengths one is bringing to a liberal arts education and the 
challenges for learning and growth. 

Required Text 

Hacker, D. (2011). A writer’s reference (7th ed.). Boston, MA: Bedford/St. Martin’s.  

ISBN: 978-0-312-60146-1 

Frankl, V. (2006). Man’s search for meaning. Boston, MA: Beacon Press.  

ISBN: 978-0807014271 
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Course Assignment Descriptions 

You will have several opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of 
the principles taught in this course. The primary means of evaluating your work will be 
through practical application of the material. In the event that you have difficulty 
completing any of the assignments for this course, please contact your instructor 
immediately. Please refer to the Weekly Materials section of the cyberclassroom for 
complete details regarding the activities and assignments for this course. The following 
is merely a summary. 
 
Discussion contributions (160 points)  
(six postings per week @ 20 points per week) 

Initial Substantive Posts: Submit an initial response to each of the prompts 
provided each week by your instructor. Your initial post should be substantive 
(approximately ½ of a page in length) and must be posted by midnight, Central Time 
by Wednesday of each week. In your substantive post you are encouraged to use 
references (you may use your textbook); show evidence of critical thinking as it 
applies to the concepts or prompt and/or use examples of the application of the 
concepts to work and life.  Proper punctuation, grammar and correct spelling are 
expected. Please use the spell-check function.  

Required Replies: You must reply to at least two different peers per prompt.  Your 
replies should build on the concept discussed, offer a question to consider, or add a 
differing perspective, etc. Rather than responding with, "Good post," explain why the 
post is "good" (why it is important, useful, insightful, etc.). Or, if you disagree, 
respectfully share your alternative perspective. Just saying "I agree" or "Good idea" 
is not sufficient for the posts you would like graded. 

Posting Guidelines: Overall, postings must be submitted on at least two separate 
days of the week. It is strongly recommended you visit the discussion forum 
throughout the week to read and respond to your peers’ postings. You are 
encouraged to post more than the required number of replies. 
 
(Please review the Policies section of Blackboard for further details.)  
 

Essay on Life Map (40 points) 
Review the reading in A Writer's Reference, the material in the web links and videos, 
and the sample story by Gates to guide you in writing and revising your essay. Use your 
drawing of your life map as your writing prompt. Review the Essay on Life Map 
Template provided in the Week 1 lesson for guidance on the format and structure.  

Your essay will be at least five paragraphs with paragraphs of introduction and 
conclusion and at least three well developed paragraphs for the body of your paper. 
Write a thesis statement that indicates the central idea of your paper. It might indicate 
what you learned about yourself from your life map and the key experience(s) you are 
writing about that led to that learning.  
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This essay and each of the coming essays in this course will contribute to a larger 
understanding of who you are and where you are going. Experiences in the past, 
learning style, interests, and values all contribute to who you are today. Your reflection 
on these shaping factors will help you understand your educational and career 
directions for the future. Since this essay is the telling of your own story, use the first 
person "I" throughout the essay.  

Use the following to guide you in writing:  

 Review your life map and choose one experience that had a significant impact on 
your learning and growth as a person. Reflect on the experience in depth.  

 Describe the experience and discuss the impact it had on you.  
 Did it change your perception of yourself and/or your direction in life?  
 What did you learn about yourself or others or about life?  
 How did you change or grow from the experience?  

The requirements for the paper are as follows:  

 Title page  
 Running head and page numbers  
 Double-space; check paragraph formatting to eliminate additional "points" 

spacing before or after paragraphs  
 1" margins on all sides—top, bottom, left and right margins  
 Times New Roman, 12 point font  
 2-3 pages in length  

 
Learning Styles and Careers (30 points) 
Review the readings, assessments, and videos to reflect on your interests and learning 
strengths.  
 
Choose a method of presentation that illustrates one or more of your top intelligences. 
Use that method to present your intelligences, the results of particular Focus2 
assessments, related career choices, and breadth areas in which you feel you will do 
well. For example, you might choose to write a paper or poem (language), write a song 
(musical), create a chart or series of images or pictures (spatial), or write a story or self-
reflective journal (intrapersonal).  
 
Your presentation will be evaluated on both the content that demonstrates your 
understanding of your intelligences and assessments and on the method that illustrates 
your intelligences. Since this is a presentation about you personally, you can write in 
first person (I, we, etc.). If you take quotes or ideas from outside sources, a reference 
list should be included.  
 
Essay on Art/Expression (40 points) 
Review the readings and the material in the web and video links to reflect on the 
meaning of art and its place in your life.  
 
Write a 2-3 page paper, not including the title page, reflecting on art and expression. 
The paper should have an introduction, a body that includes at least three well-
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developed paragraphs, and a conclusion. As you continue through the course, strive to 
write additional paragraphs that expand on the theme of the paper. Remember to write 
a thesis statement in your introduction and a topic sentence for each paragraph. Your 
topic sentences give shape to your paragraphs and keep your thoughts focused on the 
main point of the paragraph. Delete sentences, if needed, if they wander from the main 
point.  
 
Refer to at least two of the readings and provide citations in APA format within your 
paper. Also include a reference page at the end of your paper in APA format.  
Use the following questions to guide you in your reflection about the meaning of art and 
what role the arts play in your life. You do not need to answer each question, but use 
them to stimulate thinking.  

 Based on the material you have read or viewed, what is art?  
 Do you have a favorite artist or style of art? If so, what is it that draws you?  
 Do you consider yourself to be art savvy? Explain your answer.  
 Do you have artistic talents that you hope to develop?  
 What interests, experiences, and activities in the areas of Art/Expression do you 

currently participate in or plan for the future?  
 What challenges do you see for yourself in this breadth area?  

 
 The requirements for the paper are as follows:  

 Title page  
 Running head and page numbers            
 Double-space; check paragraph formatting to eliminate additional "points" 

spacing before or after paragraphs  
 1" margins on all sides—top, bottom, left and right margins  
 Times New Roman, 12 point font  
 2-3 pages in length  

 
Essay on Science/Description (40 points) 
Review the readings and the material in the web and video links to reflect on the 
meaning of science and its place in your life.  
 
Write a 2-3 page paper, not including the title page. The paper should have an 
introduction, a body that includes well-developed paragraphs, and a conclusion.  
Use the following questions to guide you in your reflection about science and the impact 
that scientific advances and research have had on your life. You do not need to answer 
each question, but use them to stimulate thinking.  

 How would you describe the meaning and significance of the breadth area of 
science/description?  

 What role does science play in your life and in the world around you?  
 What areas of science have held the most interest for you? What has been your 

experience in exploring that interest?  
 If you could conduct scientific research in one particular area, what would that 

be? What question would you like to find a scientific answer for?  
 Describe the steps of scientific method that you would use to go about answering 

the question you named above.  
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 Funding for research grants is always competitive. What areas of science would 
you give most funding to if you were giving grants? Which areas would you fund 
in smaller amounts? Explain and support your answer.  

 How have you used the scientific method as a strategy for problem solving? Give 
an example.  

 What strengths and challenges do you have in this breadth area?  
 
The requirements for the paper are as follows:  

 Title page  
 Running head and page numbers           
 Double-space; check paragraph formatting to eliminate additional "points" 

spacing before or after paragraphs  
 1" margins on all sides—top, bottom, left and right margins  
 Times New Roman, 12 point font  
 2-3 pages in length  

 
Clash of Science and Religion (40 points) 
Using information from the readings or your own research, write a 2-3 page paper that 
1) presents two scientific discoveries in the past that received opposition from the 
church. Discuss how each of the scientific discoveries changed perspectives of the 
world at that time and why the church was opposed to this new learning. What belief 
systems were threatened by the scientific discovery? And 2) present one current hot 
topic between science and religion. Discuss the reasons that this topic is an issue. What 
is the belief system behind the issue and what is the scientific evidence?  
 
The requirements for the paper are as follows:  

 Title page  
 Running head and page numbers            
 Double-space; check paragraph formatting to eliminate additional "points" 

spacing before or after paragraphs  
 1" margins on all sides—top, bottom, left and right margins  
 Times New Roman, 12 point font  
 2-3 pages in length  

 
Essay on Value/Meaning (40 points) 
Write a 2-3 page paper relating to value/meaning breadth area and how it applies to 
your life. The paper should have an introduction, a body that includes well-developed 
paragraphs, and a conclusion.  
 
Use the following questions to guide you in your reflection about the place of value and 
meaning in your life. You do not need to answer each question, but use them to 
stimulate thinking.  

 How do you describe what gives your life meaning?  
 What values guide your life? Give an example of some experiences by which you 

have made a decision based on that value.  
 When faced with a difficult decision, what leads you to choose one action or 

behavior over another? Give an example from your life.  
 Does religion plan an important part of your life? If so, how? Give an example of 

how your religious belief influences your action.  
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 If religion does not play a part in your life, how did you acquire your morals?  
 What guides your actions when relating to others? For example, when dealing 

with a business transaction or when in the classroom or when driving on the 
highway, what guides your behaviors and attitudes?  

 When asked about the purpose of your life, how would you respond?  
 If you could write your obituary, what would you say about yourself? What kind of 

person do you hope people would recall about you?  
 
The requirements for the paper are as follows:   

 Title page  
 Running head and page numbers            
 Double-space; check paragraph formatting to eliminate additional "points" 

spacing before or after paragraphs  
 1" margins on all sides—top, bottom, left and right margins  
 Times New Roman, 12 point font  
 2-3 pages in length  

 
Essay on Social/Civic (40 points) 
Write a 2-3 page paper relating to social/civic breadth area and how it applies to your 
life. The paper should have an introduction, a body that includes well-developed 
paragraphs, and a conclusion.  
 
Use the following questions to guide you in your reflection on how you see yourself and 
act within the social/civic sphere of society. You do not need to answer each question, 
but use them to stimulate thinking.  

 What are some crucial social and political incidents that you have experienced in 
your life? How have these incidents affected you, and what have you learned 
from those experiences?  

 How has society contributed to your beliefs, attitudes, and values?  
 What impact do you think you have in influencing social change? Why?  
 List three social/civic issues that you have become aware of within the last three 

years that have impacted you either positively or negatively. How have these 
issues affected our society in general?  

 What are your thoughts concerning individual freedom in our society? How is 
individual freedom balanced with the greater common good?  

 How have you been impacted through participation in the political process, 
through supporting or volunteering for non-profit organizations, through travel, 
through personal and cultural interactions that have been outside your previous 
experiences?  

  
The requirements for the paper are as follows:  

 Title page  
 Running head and page numbers           
 Double-space; check paragraph formatting to eliminate additional "points" 

spacing before or after paragraphs  
 1" margins on all sides—top, bottom, left and right margins  
 Times New Roman, 12 point font  
 2-3 pages in length  
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Presentation of Learning (60 points) 
The final project will be submitted as an assignment for grading and will also be shared 
with classmates as the content for discussion this week.  
 
The first step in the assignment is to choose a method to present your learning and 
reflection. This may be the same method that you chose in Week 2 or another method 
that is comfortable. Consider your intelligences identified in Week 2 and the ways of 
engaging that are characteristic of your intelligences. You may want to write a paper, 
create a PowerPoint presentation of images with music, write a poem, build something 
and take a picture of it to share, any method that is a fun expression for you.  
 
The second step is to create your presentation. Use the following points as a guideline 
for elements to include. Again, you do not need to include every element, but you 
should demonstrate your overall learning of the meaning of a liberal arts education and 
your understanding of the breadth areas. You do not need to address these elements in 
any order or address them separately. You will demonstrate your learning by bringing 
different points together in a way that is meaningful for you.  

 The meaning of a liberal arts education  
 Impact of your life experiences on your educational journey and your choice to be 

at Ottawa at this time  
 Reflection on your identified Multiple Intelligences and strengths in the Focus2 

assessments  
 Readings or discussions that were meaningful or significant  
 Meaning and significance of the arts/expression breadth area  
 Meaning and significance of the science/description breadth area  
 Meaning and significance of the value/meaning breadth area  
 Meaning and significance of the social/civic breadth area  
 Reflection on your learning and growth from this course  

 
The presentation will be evaluated on the content and the depth of reflection rather than 
on any length or particular method of presentation. This assignment is an opportunity to 
express your own creativity and individuality.  
 

Course Schedule At-A-Glance* 
Please refer to the Term Calendar in our cyberclassroom for specifics regarding dates. 

Week Readings & Activities Assignments 
Due 

Date/Time 
Due** 

 Week 1 In A Writer's Reference:  

 Drafting and Revising, 
pages 14-31 

In Man's Search for Meaning:  

 None this week  
Additional readings in weekly 
lesson 

 Course Discussion 
 

 Essay on Life Map 

  Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

 Sunday at midnight 

Week 2 

 

In A Writer's Reference:  

 Sentence Fragments and 
Run-on Sentences, 
pages 212-222 

In Man's Search for Meaning:  

 None this week 

 Course Discussion 
 

 Learning Styles and 
Careers 

We 

  Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

 Sunday at midnight 
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Additional readings in weekly 
lesson 

Week 3 In A Writer's Reference:  

 Writing Paragraphs, 
pages 32-44 

In Man's Search for Meaning:  

 None this week 
Additional readings in weekly 
lesson 

 Course Discussion 
 

 Essay on 
Art/Expression 

 

  Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

 Sunday at midnight 

 Week 4 In A Writer's Reference:  

 Subject-Verb Agreement 
and Verb Forms, Tenses, 
and Moods, pages 175-195 

In Man's Search for Meaning:  

 None this week 
Additional readings in weekly 
lesson 

  Course Discussion 
 

 Essay on 
Science/Description 

  Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

 Sunday at midnight 
  

Week 5 In A Writer's Reference:  

 Word Choice, pages 139-
172 

In Man's Search for Meaning:  

 Forward, Preface, and Part 
I: Experiences in a 
Concentration Camp 

Additional readings in weekly 
lesson 

 Course Discussion 
 

 Clash of Science and 
Religion 

  Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

 Sunday at midnight 

Week 6 In A Writer's Reference:  

 Punctuation, pages 259-305 
In Man's Search for Meaning:  

 Part II: Logotherapy in a 
Nutshell 

 Postscript and Afterward  
Additional readings in weekly 
lesson 

 Course Discussion 
 

 Essay on 
Value/Meaning 
 
 

  Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

 Sunday at midnight 

Week 7 In A Writer's Reference:  

 Constructing Reasonable 
Arguments, pages 78-91 

In Man's Search for Meaning:  

 None this week 
Additional readings in weekly 
lesson 

 Course Discussion 
 

 Essay on Social/Civic 

  Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

 Sunday at midnight 

Week 8  “Only Connect…” Goals of 
a Liberal Arts Education 
(provided in weekly lesson) 

 Course Discussion 
 

 Presentation of 
Learning 

  Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sat. 

 Saturday at 
midnight 

* All online weeks run from Monday to Sunday, except the last week, which ends on Saturday. 
** All assignments are due at midnight Central Time.  (All submissions to the Blackboard system are 
date/time stamped in Central Time). 

Assignments At-A-Glance 

Assignment/Activity Qty. Points Total Points 

Weeks 1-8: Discussion - 
20      

per week 
160 

Week 1: Essay on Life Map 1 40 40 
Week 2: Learning Styles and Careers 1 30 30 
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Week 3: Essay on Art/Expression 1 40 40 
Week 4: Essay on Science/Description 1 40 40 
Week 5: Clash of Science and Religion 1 40 40 
Week 6: Essay on Value/Meaning 1 40 40 
Week 7: Essay on Social/Civic 1 40 40 
Week 8: Presentation of Learning 1 60 60 

TOTAL POINTS   490 
*Please refer to the Policies menu for more information about our Course Discussions. 

Grading Scale 

Grade Percentage Points 

A 90 to 100% 441-490 

B 80 to 89% 392-440 

C 70 to 79% 343-391 

D 60 to 69% 294-342 

F  60% < 342 
To access your scores, click on Grades in the Student Tools area in Blackboard. 

Important Policies 

All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out here in this syllabus.  
However, additional university policies are located in the Policies section of Blackboard.  
You are responsible for reading and understanding all of these policies.  All of them are 
important.  Failure to understand or abide by them could have negative consequences 
for your experience in this course. 

Editorial Format for Written Papers 

All written assignments are to follow the APA writing style guidelines for grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation.  This online course includes information regarding the APA 
style under “Writing and Research Resources” in the Resource Room on the course 
menu in Blackboard. 

Ottawa Online Late Policy 

With instructor approval, assignments may be accepted for up to one week after the due 
date, but a minimum automatic deduction of 10% of the points will be assessed.  The 
instructor also has the option of increasing this deduction percentage up to a maximum 
of 20%. Extenuating circumstances may be determined on rare occasions and an 
extension allowed without a deduction, but only at the sole discretion of the instructor.  
  
Discussion board postings will not be accepted for credit when posted after the close of 
the discussion week. There are no exceptions to this rule; however, solely at the 
discretion of the instructor, the student may be allowed to submit an alternative 
assignment to make up for the points under extenuating circumstances. If granted, this 
should be an exception to the rule.  
  
No assignments will be accepted after the last day of the course (end of term) unless 
arrangements have been made and “approved” by the instructor at least one week in 
advance. 
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Saving Work 

It is recommended that you save all of your work from this course on your own 
computer or flash drive. The capstone course you take at the end of your program may 
require you to have access to this work for culminating assignments and/or reflections. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated at any level on any assignment.  The 
reality of cyberspace has made academic dishonesty even more tempting for some, but 
be advised that technology can and will be used to help uncover those engaging in 
deception.  If you ever have a question about the legitimacy of a source or a procedure 
you are considering using, ask your instructor.  As the University Academic Council 
approved on May 29, 2003, “The penalty for plagiarism or any other form of academic 
dishonesty will be failure in the course in which the academic dishonesty occurred.  
Students who commit academic dishonesty can be dismissed from the university by the 
provost/director.”  
Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Policies section of the online course menu 
for important information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism and 
cheating, including examples and explanations of these issues. 
 
Student Handbook 
Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource 
Room on the course menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the 
student handbook online for your campus. 
 
Please see Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies. 

Blackboard Technical Support 

The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use 
Blackboard as well as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa 
University offers technical support from 8 a.m. to midnight Central Time for all students, 
staff, and faculty at no cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact information. 
 

Ottawa University Mission Statement 
The mission of Ottawa University is to provide the highest quality liberal arts and professional 
education in a caring, Christ-centered community of grace which integrates faith, learning and 
life. The University serves students of traditional age, adult learners and organizations 
through undergraduate and graduate programs. 
 

http://www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp

