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OTTAWA ONLINE 

LAS 30012 Writing and Critical Thinking in the Liberal Arts  
 

Course Description 
	  
Engages students in exploring and understanding different ways of knowing through 
activities, readings, and discussion in four breadth areas. Students strengthen skills in 
reflective and critical thinking, written and oral communication, problem-solving, 
information literacy, and research writing as they explore knowledge and values in the 
interdisciplinary context of the liberal arts. Students apply new and experiential 
knowledge in everyday life as they learn to examine multiple points of view and evaluate 
sources. 
 
This is a fully online, eight-week course.  We will not meet face-to-face at any time. 

Course Prerequisites 
None 

Course Objectives 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will: 

1. Demonstrate autobiographical reflection on the place and nature of one’s 
learning both formal and experiential, in the four breadth areas. 

2. Strengthen skills in written communication. 
3. Demonstrate critical thinking skills focusing on the higher cognitive operations of 

analysis, synthesis and evaluation through reaction and research papers.  

Required Text 
Course materials are provided in the course. No additional textbook is required for this 
course. 

Course Assignment Descriptions 
You will have several opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of 
the principles taught in this course. The primary means of evaluating your work will be 
through practical application of the material. In the event that you have difficulty 
completing any of the assignments for this course, please contact your instructor 
immediately. Please refer to the Course Materials section of the cyberclassroom for 
complete details regarding the activities and assignments for this course. The following 
is merely a summary. 
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Discussion contributions (160 points)  
(three postings per week @ 20 points per week) 

Initial Substantive Posts: Submit an initial response to each of the prompts 
provided each week by your instructor. Your initial post should be substantive 
(approximately ½ of a page in length) and must be posted by midnight, Central Time 
by Wednesday of each week. In your substantive post you are encouraged to use 
references (you may use your textbook); show evidence of critical thinking as it 
applies to the concepts or prompt and/or use examples of the application of the 
concepts to work and life.  Proper punctuation, grammar and correct spelling are 
expected. Please use the spell-check function.  
Required Replies: You must reply to at least two different peers per prompt.  Your 
replies should build on the concept discussed, offer a question to consider, or add a 
differing perspective, etc. Rather than responding with, "Good post," explain why the 
post is "good" (why it is important, useful, insightful, etc.). Or, if you disagree, 
respectfully share your alternative perspective. Just saying "I agree" or "Good idea" 
is not sufficient for the posts you would like graded. 
Posting Guidelines: Overall, postings must be submitted on at least two separate 
days of the week. It is strongly recommended you visit the discussion forum 
throughout the week to read and respond to your peers’ postings. You are 
encouraged to post more than the required number of replies. 
 
(Please review the Policies section of Blackboard for further details.)  
 

Trial Assignment (5 points) 
This brief assignment gives you the opportunity to try submitting an assignment to 
make sure you are able to attach a document and submit it in Blackboard for 
grading. In a Word document (.doc or .docx), write a brief statement about why you 
are pursuing a college degree (one or two sentences is fine - you are not being 
graded on content here). Then click on the Assignments tab in the menu on the left 
side of the screen in Blackboard. Inside this tab you can see a list of all of the 
assignments you will be submitting for the course. Click on the title for this 
assignment "Week 1: Trial Assignment" to access the submission area. Then type a 
brief message to the instructor in the Comment Box, if you would like. Then click 
"Browse" to search for your file. Once you find your file, you must click Attach in 
order for the assignment submission to go through. If you browse and choose the file 
but do not click Attach, your paper will not be submitted. Once you have clicked 
Attach, click "Submit" to turn your assignment in. Once your instructor grades the 
assignment, you will be able to access your grade and feedback in the "My Tools" 
tab in Blackboard under "My Grades."  

 
Learning Autobiography Essays (3 @ 50 points each = 150 points) 

The Learning Autobiography (LAB) consists of three written essays based on 
various topics, including the Liberal Arts breadth areas. Each essay will be at least 4 
pages in length and also include a title page and reference page (these two pages 
will not count toward the 4 page requirement). Essays will adhere to APA style 
guidelines, and specific instructions for the content of each one will be provided in 
the weekly lessons. 
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The topics for each essay are as follows: 
• Week 1  LAB 1: Formal/Informal Learning Essay 
• Week 3  LAB 2: Significant People and Events 
• Week 5  LAB 3: Philosophy and Goals 

 
Research Paper (285 points total for proposal, outline, references, final paper) 
The final paper for this course will be a research paper where you will conduct a review 
of the literature on a topic of your choice. The instructions for the paper are as follows: 
 

Research Paper Instructions 
 

The research paper will consist of an objective examination of a topic in your major(s) or 
a topic in which you are interested. The paper will be a literature review of the topic and 
should be related to one or more of Ottawa’s liberal arts breadth areas. Steps included 
in the research process are: 

 Choosing a topic and formulating a research question 
 Conducting a preliminary review of available literature 
 Doing a complete review of the literature  
 Creating a proposal and outline of the paper 
 Writing the paper in APA style 

 
The length of the paper will vary from student to student, but in general, the paper 
should be between 6-8 pages of text, as well as a title page and reference page (total of 
8-10 pages). For this paper, an abstract is optional. The sample paper provided for you 
contains an abstract for you to use as an example if you choose to include one. 
 
The paper must cite at least 8 different references (no more than 7 years old), at least 5 
of which need to be peer-reviewed articles from scholarly journals.  
 
The final version must include acceptable spelling and grammar, and be written in APA 
format in Times New Roman 12 point font and 1” margins. The paper must include a 
running header and page numbers in APA format, as well. 
 
Citing Sources   
One thing that characterizes academic research papers is the citing of sources of 
information used within the paper. Failure to cite sources is considered plagiarism, or 
stealing the intellectual property of a writer. Plagiarism can result in serious 
consequences – anything from an “F” on the paper to an “F” in the course, to expulsion 
from college. You should cite your source when: 
 

• You are making an important statement or using a unique idea from something 
you read. The citation should include the author(s) and year of publication. 

• You are using direct quote, in which case you also cite the page number(s). 
• You are citing specific statistics, dates, or numbers (also cite page numbers). 
 
The particular mechanics of citing your sources within the paper are explained 
in the APA Writing Style Guide in the Resource Room. It is absolutely 
essential that you use this guide to help you. 
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This paper will be completed in the following steps: 
• Week 2: Proposal (25 points) 
• Week 4: Outline (30 points) 
• Week 6: Reference List (30 points) 
• Week 7: Final Paper (200 points) 

Additional details will be provided for each of these steps, as well as scoring rubrics will 
be provided in the weekly lessons. 

Course Schedule At-A-Glance* 
Please refer to the Term Calendar in our cyberclassroom for specifics regarding dates. 

Week Readings & Activities Assignments 
Due 

Date/Time 
Due** 

 Week 1 • Learning Outcomes for the Liberal Arts 
Studies Program 

• The Basics: Punctuation, Capitalization, 
and Numbers in Academic Writing 

• The Learning Autobiography 
• OU History, Mission, and Vision 

• Course Discussion 
 

• Trial Assignment 
 

• LAB 1: Formal/ 
Informal Learning 
Essay 

• Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

• Sunday at 
midnight, CT 

• Sunday at 
midnight, CT 

 

Week 2 

 

• Critical Thinking: What It Is and Why It 
Counts 

• Research Paper and Citation 
Methodology 

• Research Paper Preparation Skills 

• Course Discussion 
 

• Research Paper 
Proposal 

•  Midnight CT 
on Weds/Sun. 

• Sunday at 
midnight, CT 

Week 3 • Henry Thoreau and Civil Disobedience 
• Letter from Birmingham Jail 
• Excerpts from Long Walk to Freedom 

• Course Discussion 
 

• LAB 2: Significant 
People and Events 

• Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

• Sunday at 
midnight, CT 

 Week 4 • New Science New Vision 
• What is the Scientific Method? 
• Steps of the Scientific Method 

 

• Course Discussion 
 

• Research Paper 
Outline 

• Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

• Sunday at 
midnight, CT 

Week 5 • The Hero’s Journey 
• Three Days to See 
• This is the Life 

 

• Course Discussion 
 

• LAB 3: Philosophy 
and Goals 

• Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

• Sunday at 
midnight, CT 

Week 6 • What is Art? (Excerpts from Tolstoy) 
• Creativity as Lifepath 

•  

•  Course Discussion 
 

• Reference List 

• Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

• Sunday at 
midnight, CT 

Week 7 • Research Paper Skills 
• Longman’s Avoiding Plagiarism  
 
 

• Course Discussion 
 

• Research Paper 

• Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

• Sunday at 
midnight, CT 

Week 8 • Bloom’s Taxonomy 
• The Road Not Taken 

•    Course Discussion • Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sat. 

* All online weeks run from Monday to Sunday, except the last week, which ends on Saturday. 
** All assignments are due at midnight Central Time.  (All submissions to the Blackboard system are 
date/time stamped in Central Time). 
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Assignments At-A-Glance 
Assignment/Activity Qty. Points Total Points 

Weeks 1-8: Discussion - 20      
per week 160 

Week 1: Trial Assignment 1 5 5 
Week 1: LAB 1 1 50 50 
Week 2: Research Paper Proposal 1 25 25 
Week 3: LAB 2 1 50 50 
Week 4: Research Paper Outline 1 30 30 
Week 5: LAB 3 1 50 50 
Week 6: Reference List 1 30 30 
Week 7: Research Paper 1 200 200 
TOTAL POINTS   600 
*Please refer to the Policies menu for more information about our Course Discussions. 

Grading Scale 
Grade Percentage Points 

A 90 to 100% 540-600 
B 80 to 89% 480-539 
C 70 to 79% 420-479 
D 60 to 69% 360-419 
F < 60% < 360 

To access your scores, click on Grades in the Student Tools area in Blackboard. 
 

Important Policies 
All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out here in this syllabus.  
However, additional university policies are located in the Policies section of Blackboard.  
You are responsible for reading and understanding all of these policies.  All of them are 
important.  Failure to understand or abide by them could have negative consequences 
for your experience in this course. 

Editorial Format for Written Papers 
Ottawa University requires the use of APA style writing in all disciplines with the 
exception of English (ENG) courses. In this course, you will use APA format for your 
written assignments. However, please be aware that if you take an English course 
(ENG prefix) in the future, you will be required to use MLA formatting. 

Ottawa Online Late Policy 
With instructor approval, assignments may be accepted for up to one week after the due 
date, but a minimum automatic deduction of 10% of the points will be assessed.  The 
instructor also has the option of increasing this deduction percentage up to a maximum 
of 20%. Extenuating circumstances may be determined on rare occasions and an 
extension allowed without a deduction, but only at the sole discretion of the instructor.  
  
Discussion board postings will not be accepted for credit when posted after the close of 
the discussion week. There are no exceptions to this rule; however, solely at the 
discretion of the instructor, the student may be allowed to submit an alternative 



 

6 of 6 

assignment to make up for the points under extenuating circumstances. If granted, this 
should be an exception to the rule.  
  
No assignments will be accepted after the last day of the course (end of term) unless 
arrangements have been made and “approved” by the instructor at least one week in 
advance. 

Saving Work 
It is recommended that you save all of your work from this course on your own 
computer or flash drive. The capstone course you take at the end of your program may 
require you to have access to this work for culminating assignments and/or reflections. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated at any level on any assignment.  The 
reality of cyberspace has made academic dishonesty even more tempting for some, but 
be advised that technology can and will be used to help uncover those engaging in 
deception.  If you ever have a question about the legitimacy of a source or a procedure 
you are considering using, ask your instructor.  As the University Academic Council 
approved on May 29, 2003, “The penalty for plagiarism or any other form of academic 
dishonesty will be failure in the course in which the academic dishonesty occurred.  
Students who commit academic dishonesty can be dismissed from the university by the 
provost/director.”  
Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Policies section of the online course menu 
for important information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism and 
cheating, including examples and explanations of these issues. 
 
Student Handbook 
Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource 
Room on the course menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the 
student handbook online for your campus. 
 
Please see Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies. 

Blackboard Technical Support 
The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use 
Blackboard as well as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa 
University offers technical support from 8 a.m. to midnight Central Time for all students, 
staff, and faculty at no cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact information. 
 


