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OTTAWA ONLINE 

LAS 39014 The Individual in Society 

Course Description 
Reflects on the Social/Civic and Value/Meaning breadth areas. Begins to view these 
areas and places within society in critical vein. Relationships are made between values 
and ways one acts upon these values in society. Question rights and responsibilities of 
individual and how these conflict with rights and responsibilities to society. 
This is a fully online, eight-week course.  We will not meet face-to-face at any time. 

Course Prerequisites 
There are no prerequisites for this course. 

Course Objectives 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Articulate different views on the role and responsibility of the individual in the 
community 

2. Utilize written language skills in an effective manner writing analysis and 
reflection papers 

3. Analyze file and written resources through the context of the social/civic and 
value/meaning breadth area 

4. Clarify personal attitudes and values regarding individual rights and the rights of 
a society 

5. Discern differences between U.S. culture and the cultures of other peoples  

Course Materials 
 
Loeb, Paul. (2004). The Impossible Will Take a Little While: A Citizen’s Guide to Hope 
in a Time of Fear. New York, NY: Basic Books. ISBN: 9780465041664 
 
In addition, learners are required to obtain and view several films. Films may be rented 
online from Netflix, Blockbuster, Amazon on Demand, Vudu, or may be obtained from 
your local library or video rental store. Please see the Course Schedule At-A- Glance 
below for a list of titles and plan now to acquire these films. Please review weeks 1, 3, 
5, and 6 for information on what titles you will need to acquire.  

Course Assignment Descriptions and Schedule At-A-Glance 
You will have several opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of 
the principles taught in this course. The primary means of evaluating your work will be 
through practical application of the material. In the event that you have difficulty 
completing any of the assignments for this course, please contact your instructor 
immediately. Please refer to the Weekly Materials section of the cyberclassroom for 
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complete details regarding the activities and assignments for this course. The following 
is merely a summary. 
 
Discussion contributions (160 points)  
(six postings per week @ 20 points per week) 

Initial Substantive Posts: Submit an initial response to each of the prompts 
provided each week by your instructor. Your initial post should be substantive 
(approximately ½ of a page in length) and must be posted by midnight, Central Time 
by Wednesday of each week. In your substantive post you are encouraged to use 
references (you may use your textbook); show evidence of critical thinking as it 
applies to the concepts or prompt and/or use examples of the application of the 
concepts to work and life.  Proper punctuation, grammar and correct spelling are 
expected. Please use the spell-check function.  
Required Replies: You must reply to at least two different peers per prompt.  Your 
replies should build on the concept discussed, offer a question to consider, or add a 
differing perspective, etc. Rather than responding with, "Good post," explain why the 
post is "good" (why it is important, useful, insightful, etc.). Or, if you disagree, 
respectfully share your alternative perspective. Just saying "I agree" or "Good idea" 
is not sufficient for the posts you would like graded. 
Posting Guidelines: Overall, postings must be submitted on at least two separate 
days of the week. It is strongly recommended you visit the discussion forum 
throughout the week to read and respond to your peers’ postings. You are 
encouraged to post more than the required number of replies. 
 
(Please review the Policies section of Blackboard for further details.)  
 

 
Week 1 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the 
course.  

• The US Constitution and Bill of Rights (link in weekly lesson) 
• The U.S. Constitution Explained (link in weekly lesson) 
• In The Impossible Will Take a Little While: A Citizen’s Guide to 

Hope in a Time of Fear 
o Part 1: Diane Ackerman, Slender Thread, pg 22 
o Part 2: Nelson Mandela, The Dark Years, pg 73 
o Part 2: Vaclave Havel, An Orientation of the Heart, pg 82 

• Movie analysis: Choose a film/documentary of your choice that 
depicts the theme of the Individual and Society. You may 
choose a fictional or documentary style/factual movie, but you 
must be able to identify the theme of the Individual an Society in 
the film. Reflection due week 2 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Review requirements for Final Analysis – Due week 8 

Your final project for this course is to complete an analysis of a film 
OR novel and how it answers the essential question: Which is more 
important, the individual or the society? You may choose a fictional or 
documentary style/factual movie, or a novel, but you must be able to 
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identify the theme of the Individual versus Society within the medium. 
This must be different than any other story you have chosen through 
this course.  

 Expectations: 
• Papers are to be no less than 5 pages and no more than 7 

pages.  
• Synopsis of the story should be no longer than one page.  
• Paper must follow the rules of APA style throughout and should 

be supported by at least 3 different published sources. 

Please refer to the scoring rubric for more information on how your 
analysis will be graded. It is suggested that you begin working on this 
assignment now. Select the story you wish to analyze and view it in 
the next 3 weeks.  
Reflection Journal 1 
You will create a reflection journal response to your viewing of the 
movie of your choosing. The viewing of the movie should be 
completed by the end of week 1 and the reflection journal is due at 
the end of week 2. The questions below should be answered in your 
posting. Notice that step 1 should be done before you watch the film 
and step 2 should be done while you watch the film. Step 3 is done 
after you have viewed the film. Refer to the weekly materials for 
complete instructions  
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT of WEEK 2 
Points Possible: 50 

 
Week 2 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the 
course.  

• Leonard, E. (2011). Rhetorical Federalism: The role of state 
resistance in health care decision-making. Journal of Law, 
Medicine, & Ethics, 3973-76 (in weekly lesson) 

• In The Impossible Will Take a Little While: A Citizen’s Guide to 
Hope in a Time of Fear 

o Part 3: Scott Russell, Mountain Music, pg 99 
o Part 3: Parker Palmer, There is a Season, pg 116 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Essay 1: Utopia  

Your task is to describe your utopia, by discussing the laws, rules or 
policies that you would suggest for all of the following four areas:  

• Social life (marriage, family, and living arrangements)  
• Education  
• Work / Financial security    
• Religion / Spirituality  

Your essay should be 2-3 pages in length, not including the title page. 
Each of the four areas should be discussed in full. If necessary, cite 
outside resources (in APA format). Your reference page will not count 
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towards assignment length. Please view the scoring rubric for details 
on how your essay will be graded.  
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 25 
 
Reflection Journal 1 
Complete your reflection journal. See week 1 assignment instructions 
for full details.  
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 50 

 
Week 3 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the 
course.  

• In The Impossible Will Take a Little While: A Citizen’s Guide to 
Hope in a Time of Fear 

o Part 4: Eduardo Galeano, Celebration of the Human 
Voice, pg126 

o Part 4: Pablo Neruda, Childhood and Poverty, pg 132 
o Part 4: John Lewis, Walking with the Wind, pg 141 
o Part 4: Sherman Alexie, Do Not Go Gentle, pg 163 

• Movie Viewing: Choose a film/documentary of your choice that 
depicts the theme of the Technology and Society. You may 
choose a fictional or documentary style/factual movie, but you 
must be able to identify the theme of the Technology and Society 
in the film. 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Original Fiction  

Think back to this week's readings and select the reading with the 
theme that you identify with most. Construct a 1-2 page original work 
of fiction (or poem) exploring the same central theme as the piece you 
select from the readings. You can reflect on a personal experience or 
create something completely original, whichever you prefer. Reflect 
on the assigned readings and films, presented in this class, as a 
means of comparison; using those works to demonstrate how to 
create quality fiction, utilizing the necessary form and framework. You 
do not need to include any citations or references for this assignment 
because it is your own work. If it is discovered that any of your work 
came from another source, you will earn a zero for this assignment.  
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT  
Points Possible: 25  
 
Reflection Journal 2 
You will create a reflection journal response to your viewing of your 
film choice. The viewing of the movie should be completed by the end 
of week 3 and the reflection journal is due at the end of week 4. The 
questions below should be answered in your posting. Notice that step 
1 should be done before you watch the film and step 2 should be 
done while you watch the film. Step 3 is done after you have viewed 
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the film. Refer to the weekly materials for complete instructions  
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT of WEEK 4 
Points Possible: 50 

 
Week 4 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the 
course.  

• In The Impossible Will Take a Little While: A Citizen’s Guide to 
Hope in a Time of Fear 

o Part 5: Marge Piercy, To be of Use, pg 174 
o Part 5: Jim Hightower, Rebellion is what built America, pg 

198 
o Part 6: Mark Hertsgaard, The Green Dream, pg 254 
o Part 6: Bill McKibben, Curitiba, pg. 264 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Reflection Journal 2 

Complete your reflection journal. See week 3 assignment instructions 
for full details.  
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 50 
 
Essay 2: Political viewpoints 
Write an essay in which you discuss the strengths and weaknesses of 
the conservative and liberal viewpoints as described on the websites 
listed in the Handouts sidebar. Discuss how each political perspective 
supports the rights of the individual and or the society as being the 
more important consideration for lawmakers. 
Your essay should be 4-5 pages in length, not including the title page 
or reference page. Have a minimum of 3 scholarly references, with in-
text citations in APA format. Please view the scoring rubric for details 
on how your essay will be graded. 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 50 

 
Week 5 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the 
course.  

• In The Impossible Will Take a Little While: A Citizen’s Guide to 
Hope in a Time of Fear 

o Part 7: Paul Rogat Loeb, The Real Rosa Parks, pg 288 
o Part 8: Nasezhda Mandelstam, Hoping Against Hope, pg 

341 
• Movie Viewing: Choose a film/documentary of your choice that 

depicts the theme of the Relationships and Society. You may 
choose a fictional or documentary style/factual movie, but you 
must be able to identify the theme of the Relationships and 
Society in the film. 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
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on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Reflection Journal 3 

You will create a reflection journal response to your viewing of your 
film choice. The viewing of the movie should be completed by the end 
of week 5 and the reflection journal is due at the end of week 6. The 
questions below should be answered in your posting. Notice that step 
1 should be done before you watch the film and step 2 should be 
done while you watch the film. Step 3 is done after you have viewed 
the film. Refer to the weekly materials for complete instructions  
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT of WEEK 6 
Points Possible: 50 
 
Final Analysis Outline and Reference List  
Submit a draft of your reference page in APA format along with an 
outline for your paper. Your reference page should include at least 3 
potential sources. Please consult the scoring rubric for more detail 
about how your assignment will be graded.  
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT  
Points Possible: 30  

 
Week 6 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the 
course.  

• In The Impossible Will Take a Little While: A Citizen’s Guide to 
Hope in a Time of Fear 

o Part 9: Maya Angelou, Still I Rise, pg 354 
o Part 9: Desmond Tutu, No Future without Forgiveness, pg 

390 
• Movie viewings:  

o Waiting on Superman (2010) (required) 
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s) Reflection Journal 3 
Complete your reflection journal. See week 5 assignment instructions 
for full details.  
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 50 
 
Reflection Journal 4 
You will create a reflection journal response to your viewing of 
Waiting for Superman. The viewing of the movie should be 
completed by the end of week 6 and the reflection journal is due at 
the end of week 7. The questions below should be answered in your 
posting. Notice that step 1 should be done before you watch the film 
and step 2 should be done while you watch the film. Step 3 is done 
after you have viewed the film. Refer to the weekly materials for 
complete instructions  
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT of WEEK 7 
Points Possible: 50 
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Picture Analysis 
Review the Norman Rockwell painting "The Problem We All Live 
With" 1963. (in weekly materials)  
Step 1: Observation  

• Study the painting for 2 minutes. Form an overall impression of 
the painting and then examine individual items. Next, divide the 
photo into quadrants and study each section to see what new 
details become visible.  

• List people, objects, and activities in the painting.  
Step 2: Inference  

• Based on what you have observed above, list three thinks you 
might infer from this painting.  

Step 3: Questions  
• What questions does this painting raise in your mind?  

Review the scoring rubric below for more details on how your 
assignment will be graded.  
 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 25 

 
Week 7 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the 
course.  

• In The Impossible Will Take a Little While: A Citizen’s Guide to 
Hope in a Time of Fear 

o Part 1: Howard Zinn, The Optimism of Uncertainty, pg 63 
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s) Reflection Journal 4 
Complete your reflection journal. See week 6 assignment instructions 
for full details.  
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 50 

 
Week 8 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the 
course.  

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Saturday 
Assignment(s) Final Analysis 

Your final project for this course is to complete an analysis of a film or 
novel and how it answers the essential question: Which is more 
important, the individual or the society? You may choose a fictional 
or documentary style/factual movie, or a novel, but you must be able to 
identify the theme of the Individual and Society within the medium. This 
must be different than any other story you have chosen through this 
course. Additionally, please cite the individual readings you have 
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completed throughout this course to support your opinions.  
Expectations:  

• Papers are to be no less than 5 pages and no more than 7 
pages. The title page and reference page do not count for 
length requirement.  

• Synopsis of story should be no longer than one page.  
• Paper must follow the rules of APA style throughout and should 

be supported by at least 3 different published sources.  
Please refer to the scoring rubric for more information on how your 
analysis will be graded.  
Due: Saturday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 100 

* All online weeks run from Monday to Sunday, except the last week, which ends on Saturday. 
** All assignments are due at midnight Central Time.  (All submissions to the Blackboard system are 
date/time stamped in Central Time). 

Assignments At-A-Glance 
Assignment/Activity Qty. Points Total Points 

Weeks 1-8: Discussion* - 20      
per week 160 

Week 2, 4, 6, & 7: Reflection Journal 4 50 200 
Week 2: Utopia Essay 1 25 25 
Week 3: Original Fiction  1 25 25 
Week 4: Political Viewpoints Essay 1 50 50 
Week 5: Final Film Analysis Outline & References 1 30 30 
Week 6: Picture Analysis 1 25 25 
Week 8:  Final Film Analysis 1 100 100 
TOTAL POINTS   615 
*Please refer to the Policies menu for more information about requirements for Discussions. 

Grading Scale 
Grade Percentage Points 

A 90 to 100% 554 - 615 
B 80 to 89% 492 - 553 
C 70 to 79% 431 - 491 
D 60 to 69% 369 - 430 
F < 60% < 368 

To access your scores, click on Grades in the Student Tools area in Blackboard. 

Important Policies 
All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out here in this syllabus.  
However, additional university policies are located in the Policies section of Blackboard.  
You are responsible for reading and understanding all of these policies.  All of them are 
important.  Failure to understand or abide by them could have negative consequences 
for your experience in this course. 

Editorial Format for Written Papers 
All written assignments are to follow the APA writing style guidelines for grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation.  This online course includes information regarding the APA 
style under “Writing and Research Resources” in the Resource Room on the course 
menu in Blackboard. 
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Ottawa Online Late Policy 
With instructor approval, assignments may be accepted for up to one week after the due 
date, but a minimum automatic deduction of 10% of the points will be assessed.  The 
instructor also has the option of increasing this deduction percentage up to a maximum 
of 20%. Extenuating circumstances may be determined on rare occasions and an 
extension allowed without a deduction, but only at the sole discretion of the instructor.  
  
Discussion board postings will not be accepted for credit when posted after the close of 
the discussion week. There are no exceptions to this rule; however, solely at the 
discretion of the instructor, the student may be allowed to submit an alternative 
assignment to make up for the points under extenuating circumstances. If granted, this 
should be an exception to the rule.  
  
No assignments will be accepted after the last day of the course (end of term) unless 
arrangements have been made and “approved” by the instructor at least one week in 
advance. 

Saving Work 
It is recommended that you save all of your work from this course on your own 
computer or flash drive. The capstone course you take at the end of your program may 
require you to have access to this work for culminating assignments and/or reflections. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated at any level on any assignment.  The 
reality of cyberspace has made academic dishonesty even more tempting for some, but 
be advised that technology can and will be used to help uncover those engaging in 
deception.  If you ever have a question about the legitimacy of a source or a procedure 
you are considering using, ask your instructor.  As the University Academic Council 
approved on May 29, 2003, “The penalty for plagiarism or any other form of academic 
dishonesty will be failure in the course in which the academic dishonesty occurred.  
Students who commit academic dishonesty can be dismissed from the university by the 
provost/director.”  
Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Policies section of the online course menu 
for important information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism and 
cheating, including examples and explanations of these issues. 
 
Student Handbook 
Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource 
Room on the course menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the 
student handbook online for your campus. 
 
Please see Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies. 

Blackboard Technical Support 
The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use 
Blackboard as well as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa 
University offers technical support from 8 a.m. to midnight Central Time for all students, 
staff, and faculty at no cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact information. 
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Ottawa University Mission Statement 
The mission of Ottawa University is to provide the highest quality liberal arts and professional 
education in a caring, Christ-centered community of grace which integrates faith, learning and 
life. The University serves students of traditional age, adult learners and organizations 
through undergraduate and graduate programs. 
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