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OTTAWA ONLINE 

PHL-11023 Basic Issues in Philosophy 
  

Course Description 
Introduces nature and purpose of philosophical reflection. Emphasis on questions 
concerning metaphysics, epistemology, religion, ethics, and social/political philosophy. 
Students encouraged to develop their own ideas in dialogue with selected readings and 
other class members. 
This is a fully online, eight-week course.  We will not meet face-to-face at any time. 

Course Prerequisites 
None 

Course Objectives 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

• Explain major themes in the philosophy. 
• Articulate informed account of the complex relationship between reality, truth, 

goodness, beauty, knowledge, reason, and experience. 
• Apply the ideas of key philosophers, both ancient and modern, to current issues. 
• Articulate personal worldview while respectfully engaging and understanding the 

worldviews of others: theistic, non-theistic, atheistic religious, and non-religious. 
• Use various forms of written communication and discussion to articulate 

understanding and practical application of various aspects of philosophy. 
• Thoughtfully and respectfully engage those who hold a different philosophical 

worldview. 
• Describe, and assess how power and worldview impacts the ways people treat 

each other, including political oppression, discrimination, and fundamentalism. 

Required Text 
Stuart, D. (2013). Fundamentals of Philosophy (8th) New Jersey: Prentice Hall. 
ISBN: 9780205647620 

Course Assignment Descriptions and Schedule At-A-Glance 
You will have several opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of 
the principles taught in this course. The primary means of evaluating your work will be 
through practical application of the material. In the event that you have difficulty 
completing any of the assignments for this course, please contact your instructor 
immediately. Please refer to the Weekly Materials section of the cyberclassroom for 
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complete details regarding the activities and assignments for this course. The following 
is merely a summary. 
 
Discussion contributions (160 points)  
(three postings per week @ 20 points per week) 

Initial Substantive Posts: Submit an initial response to each of the prompts 
provided each week by your instructor. Your initial post should be substantive 
(approximately ½ of a page in length) and must be posted by midnight, Central Time 
by Wednesday of each week. In your substantive post you are encouraged to use 
references (you may use your textbook); show evidence of critical thinking as it 
applies to the concepts or prompt and/or use examples of the application of the 
concepts to work and life.  Proper punctuation, grammar and correct spelling are 
expected. Please use the spell-check function.  
Required Replies: You must reply to at least two different peers per prompt.  Your 
replies should build on the concept discussed, offer a question to consider, or add a 
differing perspective, etc. Rather than responding with, "Good post," explain why the 
post is "good" (why it is important, useful, insightful, etc.). Or, if you disagree, 
respectfully share your alternative perspective. Just saying "I agree" or "Good idea" 
is not sufficient for the posts you would like graded. 
Posting Guidelines: Overall, postings must be submitted on at least two separate 
days of the week. It is strongly recommended you visit the discussion forum 
throughout the week to read and respond to your peers’ postings. You are 
encouraged to post more than the required number of replies. 
 
(Please review the Policies section of Blackboard for further details.)  
 

 
Week 1 

Readings • All Online Content Associated with Week 1 
• Chapter 1: The Activity of Philosophy 
• Chapter 2: Philosophy's History 
• Chapter 3: Philosophy and the Examined Life 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Essay: Socrates and the Examined Life 

Socrates is one of the most recognized and respected philosophers in 
the world.  Write a 2-3 page essay arguing whether you find his 
arguments about the 'examined life' in the Apology 
(http://classics.mit.edu/Plato/apology.html) compelling.   If so, what 
about his arguments has convinced you?  If not, where do you think he 
goes wrong in his reasoning? 
Your paper should include: 
A synopsis about the Apology including the main characters involved in 
the discussion. 
A discussion of what the examined life is according to Socrates. 
An answer: Do you think that Socrates was innocent or guilty? 
At least 2 direct quotes from the Apology to support your position. 
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Due: Midnight, CT on Sunday 
Points Possible: 50 

 
Week 2 

Readings • All online material associated with Week 2 
• Chapter 4: The Life of Reason 
• Chapter 6: Induction and the Philosophy of Science 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Self-reflective Journal Entry: The Subject of Reason 

This week we have talked at length about the virtues of reason. 
However, there may be good reason not to trust reason all the time!   
Write a 2-3 page self-reflective journal entry on what you think the limits 
of reason might be. Specifically address: 
How reasonable people who are put in similar situations can come to 
different conclusions. 
Think about how your experience have changed the way that you think. 
How are life experiences connected to how you think about the world? 
What we should expect from reasonable people in society. 
You can address this issue from a broad perspective (reason in 
general) or more personally (your own reason). Whatever you choose, 
resist the urge to resort to name calling or dismissing people based on 
your differences of reason.   Instead, analyze why reasonable people 
might come to different conclusions in similar circumstances. Include 
concepts and ideas from the course material that we have covered up 
to this point.  
  
Due: Midnight, CT on Sunday 
Points Possible: 75 

 
Week 3 

Readings • All online material associated with Week 3 
• Chapter 5: Argument Forms 
• Chapter 7: Strategies for Philosophical Arguments 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Essay: Identifying Arguments in Contemporary Issues 

This week we have been examining argumentation and logic. 
Arguments are made tens, if not hundreds of times per day in print 
online and in newspapers in the form of opinion columns. Search for an 
opinion article where an argument is made about a current issue. The 
argument could be anything from political to ethical to religious in 
nature. 
Once you have found an argument, prepare a 2-3 page paper 
addressing the following items: 
Write a brief overview of the article including where you found the article 
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and why you chose it. 
Break the argument presented in the article down into premises and 
conclusions (there may be several). 
Examine whether you think that the argument is valid and/or sound. 
Address whether the author is making a deductive or inductive 
argument. 
Is the argument convincing? If so, describe why you find the argument 
compelling. If not, describe what you found to be a flaw in the argument. 
Due: Midnight, CT on Sunday 
Points Possible: 50 

 
Week 4 

Readings • All online material associated with Week 4 
• Chapter 8: Introduction to Metaphysics 
• Chapter 9: Dualism 
• Chapter 10: Materialism 
• Chapter 11: Idealism 
• Chapter 12: The Mind- Body Problem 
• Chapter 13: Freedom and Determinism 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Essay: Interpretation of Plato's Cave 

In our reading, Plato describes the condition we find ourselves in when 
trying to answer the question, "What is reality?"   In this scenario, there 
are numerous interesting elements that require some interpretation.   
Write a paper that explains the following elements: 
What does the cave symbolize? 
Who are the prisoners? 
Why are the shadows significant to the prisoners? 
What does the release of the prisoner into the sunlight represent? 
Why doesn't the released prisoner's explanation to the other prisoners 
help them understand the world outside of the cave? 
Your paper should include answers to each of these questions.  You 
may write your paper in essay format or in a Q&A format. 
Due: Midnight, CT on Sunday 
Points Possible: 50 

 
Week 5 

Readings • All online material associated with Week 5 
• Chapter 14: Introduction to Epistemology 
• Chapter 15: René Descartes: The Quest for Certainty 
• Chapter 16: David Hume: Trust Your Senses 
• Chapter 17: Immanuel Kant: A Compromise 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Essay: Commercial Analysis 
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We have looked at a number of cases where belief is tied to action, and 
that we can act without having knowledge of something.   The area of 
marketing is often aimed at getting the consumer to believe something 
without given them any knowledge.   This week, find 3 different 
commercials online (on YouTube, for example) that try to get you 
believe in their message (and hopefully act by buying the 
product/service) without giving you knowledge.   
 To successfully complete this assignment: 
Find three commercials online. 
Write a brief description of the message they are trying to get you to 
believe and whether you actually believe it.   Describe what about the 
commercial is effective and what is not effective in helping you believe 
in the product/services message.   
Please include the URL for each commercial that you are using. 
You will be graded on your ability to accurately capture the message of 
the commercial so be careful to describe the essence of the message.   
Finally, describe any themes that you see in advertising as it relates to 
knowledge or belief.   Do you notice any trends in marketing?   How 
does knowing the difference between belief and knowledge help you 
determine the validity of these commercials? 
Due: Sunday at midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 50 

 
Week 6 

Readings • All online content associated with Week 6 
• Chapter 19: Introduction to Ethical Reasoning 
• Chapter 20: Moral Skepticism 
• Chapter 21: Morality and Metaphysics 
• Chapter 22: Eudaemonism: The Morality of Self-Realization 
• Chapter 23: Utilitarianism: Morality Depends on the 

Consequences 
• Chapter 24: Deontology: Morality Depends on the Motives 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Self-reflection Journal Entry: Disciplines and Goodness 

If you are like most people, you go through the motions of everyday life 
without stopping to consider that becoming a good person is a process 
that, just like with any discipline, requires some training.   Write a self-
reflective journal entry around what kind of good you are already 
capable of and then pick 2 or 3 activities from the list below that you 
would be willing to commit to in order to build virtuous habits into your 
life.   
For example, let's say that you know how good it feels to have someone 
really listen to you, and so you want to become a good listener for other 
people. Perhaps one discipline you could work on is silence.  Silence 
doesn't necessarily mean "not talking" but may also mean not 
interrupting others when they are talking, or resisting the urge to 
contribute what you want to say to a conversation. That way, by building 



 

6 of 9 

silence into your life, you just naturally begin to listen better.   
For this assignment: 
Write a journal entry that is 2-3 pages in length. 
For your entry, pick 2 or 3 of the disciplines that you would like to 
engage in and explain why they matter to you 
In detail describe how you might consider incorporating them into your 
life. 
How might this change in your character affect those around you?   Do 
you think they will notice?   How do you think these changes will affect 
you? Do you think they will make your life easier or more difficult? 
Due: Sunday at midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 75 

 
Week 7 

Readings • All online material associated with Week 7 
• Chapter 25: Introduction to Philosophy of Religion 
• Chapter 26: Religion and Life's Meaning 
• Chapter 27: A Priori Arguments for God's Existence 
• Chapter 28: A Posteriori Arguments for God's Existence: 

Aquinas' Five Ways 
• Chapter 29: The Problem of Evil 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Essay: Argumentative Essay on the Existence of God 

Now that we have reviewed the arguments for and against the 
existence of God, your job will be to write an argumentative paper 
arguing for or against the existence of God. (Note: you may argue 
contrary to your own beliefs if you wish). Write you paper as if you were 
going to present it to an audience. Make the best case you can citing 
what you feel is the most convincing evidence. 
Your paper should include 3 - 5 points of evidence or reasons to 
support your position. 
Cite any books, articles or websites that you used in APA format. 
Keep your arguments logical and formal. Do not resort to name calling 
of the opposing side. 
Your paper should be 2 - 4 pages in length. 
Due: Sunday at midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 50 

 
Week 8 

Readings • All online material associated with Week 8 
• Chapter 34: Introduction to Social and Political Philosophy 
• Chapter 35: The Liberal, Secular State 
• Chapter 36: The Inividual and the State 
• Chapter 37: Human Rights 
• Chapter 38: Individual Happiness and Social Responsibility 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
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• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Saturday 

Assignment(s) Self-reflective Journal Entry: Your View of Social Justice 
After being exposed to a few different social justice theories, how would 
you define social justice?   Whose notion of justice do you feel is most 
accurate?   Write a reflective essay that encompasses your view of 
social justice.   You are free to create your own, or incorporate different 
aspect from a number of different views.   In your paper, you should 
address the following aspects: 
What is the role of the individual within their society? 
How should we define "Social Justice"? 
Who is most qualified to lead a society? 
What are some differences and similarities between the society you live 
in and your view of social justice? 
Your paper should be 3 - 4 pages in length.  
Due: Saturday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 75 

* All online weeks run from Monday to Sunday, except the last week, which ends on Saturday. 
** All assignments are due at midnight Central Time.  (All submissions to the Blackboard system are 
date/time stamped in Central Time). 

Assignments At-A-Glance 
Assignment/Activity Qty. Points Total Points 

Weeks 1-8: Discussion* - 20      
per week 160 

Essays 5 50 250 
Self-reflective Journal Entries 3 75 225 
TOTAL POINTS   635 
*Please refer to the Policies menu for more information about requirements for Discussions. 

Grading Scale 
Grade Percentage Points 

A 90 to 100% 572-635 
B 80 to 89% 508-571 
C 70 to 79% 445-507 
D 60 to 69% 381-444 
F < 60% < 380 

To access your scores, click on Grades in the Student Tools area in Blackboard. 

Important Policies 
All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out here in this syllabus.  
However, additional university policies are located in the Policies section of Blackboard.  
You are responsible for reading and understanding all of these policies.  All of them are 
important.  Failure to understand or abide by them could have negative consequences 
for your experience in this course. 

Editorial Format for Written Papers 
All written assignments are to follow the APA writing style guidelines for grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation.  This online course includes information regarding the APA 
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style under “Writing and Research Resources” in the Resource Room on the course 
menu in Blackboard. 

Ottawa Online Late Policy 
With instructor approval, assignments may be accepted for up to one week after the due 
date, but a minimum automatic deduction of 10% of the points will be assessed.  The 
instructor also has the option of increasing this deduction percentage up to a maximum 
of 20%. Extenuating circumstances may be determined on rare occasions and an 
extension allowed without a deduction, but only at the sole discretion of the instructor.  
  
Discussion board postings will not be accepted for credit when posted after the close of 
the discussion week. There are no exceptions to this rule; however, solely at the 
discretion of the instructor, the student may be allowed to submit an alternative 
assignment to make up for the points under extenuating circumstances. If granted, this 
should be an exception to the rule.  
  
No assignments will be accepted after the last day of the course (end of term) unless 
arrangements have been made and “approved” by the instructor at least one week in 
advance. 

Saving Work 
It is recommended that you save all of your work from this course on your own 
computer or flash drive. The capstone course you take at the end of your program may 
require you to have access to this work for culminating assignments and/or reflections. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated at any level on any assignment.  The 
reality of cyberspace has made academic dishonesty even more tempting for some, but 
be advised that technology can and will be used to help uncover those engaging in 
deception.  If you ever have a question about the legitimacy of a source or a procedure 
you are considering using, ask your instructor.  As the University Academic Council 
approved on May 29, 2003, “The penalty for plagiarism or any other form of academic 
dishonesty will be failure in the course in which the academic dishonesty occurred.  
Students who commit academic dishonesty can be dismissed from the university by the 
provost/director.”  
Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Policies section of the online course menu 
for important information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism and 
cheating, including examples and explanations of these issues. 
 
Student Handbook 
Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource 
Room on the course menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the 
student handbook online for your campus. 
 
Please see Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies. 

Blackboard Technical Support 
The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use 
Blackboard as well as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa 
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University offers technical support from 8 a.m. to midnight Central Time for all students, 
staff, and faculty at no cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact information. 
 
Ottawa University’s Mission 
The mission of Ottawa University is to provide the highest quality liberal arts and 
professional education in a caring, Christ-centered community of grace which integrates 
faith, learning and life. The University serves students of traditional age, adult learners 
and organizations through undergraduate and graduate programs. 
 


