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OTTAWA ONLINE 

PLS-30000 Exam of the Criminal Justice System 
 

Course Description 

Analysis of the facets of the criminal justice system, sub-system, and how they 
interrelate (police, defense, and prosecuting attorneys, courts, institutional corrections, 
community-based corrections, and the juvenile justice system). Emphasis is placed on 
the criminal justice system as a whole and the necessity that its elements be integrated. 
The roles and interrelationships of local, county state and federal law enforcement 
agencies are also examined. 

This is a fully online, eight-week course.  We will not meet face-to-face at any time. 

Course Prerequisites 

None 

Course Competencies and Performance Objectives 

1. Summarize how the criminal justice system is integrated.  
2. Analyze the function of law enforcement within the criminal justice system.  
3. Analyze the function of attorneys within the criminal justice system as it 

relates to law enforcement.  
4. Analyze the function of the courts within the criminal justice system as it 

relates to law enforcement.  
5. Analyze the function of corrections within the criminal justice system as it 

relates to law enforcement.  
6. Analyze the function of the juvenile justice system within the criminal justice 

system as it relates to law enforcement.  
7. Evaluate the criminal justice sub-systems and how they are interrelated.  
8. Analyze the function of federal law enforcement agencies within the criminal 

justice system.  
9. Analyze the function of state law enforcement agencies within the criminal 

justice system.  
10. Analyze the function of county law enforcement agencies within the criminal 

justice system.  
11. Analyze the function of local law enforcement agencies within the criminal 

justice system.  
12. Summarize the interrelationships of local, county, state, and federal law 

enforcement agencies.  
13. Assess the relationship and role of the law enforcement officer with the 

various criminal justice sub-systems.  
14. Critique the integration of the criminal justice system as a whole.  
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15. Assess the strengths and weaknesses of the criminal justice system as it 
exists today in relationship to law enforcement.  

16. Evaluate the barriers and challenges to successful law enforcement within 
the criminal justice system.  

17. Critique the role and impact of law enforcement in the larger criminal justice 
system. 

Required Text 

No text required 

Course Assignment Descriptions 

You will have several opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of 
the principles taught in this course. The primary means of evaluating your work will be 
through practical application of the material. In the event that you have difficulty 
completing any of the assignments for this course, please contact your instructor 
immediately. Please refer to the Weekly Materials section of the cyberclassroom for 
complete details regarding the activities and assignments for this course. The following 
is merely a summary. 
 
Discussion contributions (160 points)  
(three postings per week @ 20 points per week) 

Initial Substantive Posts: Submit an initial response to each of the prompts 
provided each week by your instructor. Your initial post should be substantive 
(approximately ½ of a page in length) and must be posted by midnight, Central Time 
by Wednesday of each week. In your substantive post you are encouraged to use 
references (you may use your textbook); show evidence of critical thinking as it 
applies to the concepts or prompt and/or use examples of the application of the 
concepts to work and life.  Proper punctuation, grammar and correct spelling are 
expected. Please use the spell-check function.  

Required Replies: You must reply to at least two different peers per prompt.  Your 
replies should build on the concept discussed, offer a question to consider, or add a 
differing perspective, etc. Rather than responding with, "Good post," explain why the 
post is "good" (why it is important, useful, insightful, etc.). Or, if you disagree, 
respectfully share your alternative perspective. Just saying "I agree" or "Good idea" 
is not sufficient for the posts you would like graded. 

Posting Guidelines: Overall, postings must be submitted on at least two separate 
days of the week. It is strongly recommended you visit the discussion forum 
throughout the week to read and respond to your peers’ postings. You are 
encouraged to post more than the required number of replies. 
 
(Please review the Policies section of Blackboard for further details.)  
 

Self-Check Quizzes (2 @ 10 points each = 20 points) 
Throughout this course, you will complete some short self-check quizzes to 
demonstrate your understanding of the concepts explored in the lesson and readings for 
the given week. These quizzes must be completed by the close of the week to which 
they correspond. 
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Week 3 Essay (40 points) 
Write an essay responding to one of the following options provided below. Your essay 
should be 2-3 pages in length and include references and citations in APA format for all 
outside sources used, including the readings provided in this lesson. See the resources 
in the Resource Room in Blackboard for assistance with APA. Be sure to clearly denote 
which option you have chosen.  

 Option 1: Describe the process of plea bargaining. Include why it is necessary in 
our CJ system, the advantages and disadvantages to the defense and the 
prosecution, and the possible impact on victims and next of kin.  

 Option 2: What does the term 'pattern and practice' mean and what are the 
implications to a police agency that is subject to a pattern and practice 
investigation? Include in your answer ways that such an investigation is initiated.  

 

Week 4 Essay (40 points) 
Write an essay responding to one of the following options provided below. Your essay 
should be 2-3 pages in length and include references and citations in APA format for all 
outside sources used, including the readings provided in this lesson. Be sure to clearly 
denote which option you have chosen.  

 Option 1: Explain how the individual officer can influence the outcome of a 
criminal trial.  

 Option 2: Explain the legal concept of double jeopardy and differentiate it from 
the practice of being tried for the same incident at the state and federal level. 
Give at least two examples in your answer.  

 
Week 6 Essay (40 points) 
Write an essay responding to one of the following options provided below. Your essay 
should be 2-3 pages in length and include references and citations in APA format for all 
outside sources used, including the readings provided in this lesson. Be sure to clearly 
denote which option you have chosen. 

 Option 1: There is a trend in this country to 'get tough on crime' for adults as well 
as juveniles. At the same time, legislatures and advocates are exploring the 
expansion of alternatives to incarcerating individuals. Explain in detail why both 
these paths in the corrections field are being pursued. 

 Option 2: Persons arrested who are under the age of 18 are treated differently 
than adults. Explain the differences between adult and juvenile criminal 
procedures. Include in your answer a.) the circumstances under which a juvenile 
is transferred to adult court and how he/she is handled after that transfer takes 
place, and b.) the prevailing philosophy of treating juveniles who are not sent to 
adult court. 

 
Week 7 Operation Rave Reflection (20 points) 
Write a 1-2 page reflection on what you have learned through reviewing each video and 
text description of the Operation Rave case study explored throughout this course. You 
do not need to summarize the case in your reflection. Instead, describe what you have 
learned from it and how you could use that knowledge in a practical setting as a law 
enforcement officer. Also describe whether you think case studies like this one are 
valuable to students learning about law enforcement or police science. Provide a 
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rationale for your opinion. You are not required to cite outside sources for this reflection, 
however, if you choose to use any material from outside sources, it must be 
appropriately cited and referenced in APA format to avoid plagiarism. 
 
Week 8 Essay (40 points) 
Write an essay responding to one of the following options provided below. Your essay 
should be 2-3 pages in length and include references and citations in APA format for all 
outside sources used, including the readings provided in this lesson. Be sure to clearly 
denote which option you have chosen. 

 Option 1: Technology has a tremendous impact on the CJ system and it grows 
and changes almost daily. Write an essay that describes three specific ways that 
technology can improve an officer's effectiveness either in their patrol car, in 
processing a crime scene (which includes gathering and processing evidence), 
or in the courtroom. 

 Option 2: Historically, police corruption (as well as corruption by prosecutors and 
prison staff) has been a major problem for the CJ system. In recent history there 
have been a number of high profile corruption investigations of police agencies, 
large and small. Explain how police corruption can negatively impact a 
community; give examples of outright corruption as well as subtle misconduct 
that can be construed as corruption. Include in your response how agencies can 
combat such corruption. 

Course Schedule At-A-Glance* 
Please refer to the Term Calendar in our cyberclassroom for specifics regarding dates. 

Week Readings & Activities 
Assignments 

Due 
Date/Time 

Due** 

 Week 1  Why Things Go Wrong in 
Police Work 

 The Posse Comitatus Act 

 The Community Policing 
Umbrella 

 Immigration Enforcement 
Fuels Rise in U.S. Cases 

 Immigration Officials Arrest 
300 in California 

 Parents or Prisons 

 Public Relations for Tactical 
Teams 

 Freedom of Information Act 

 Course Discussion 
 

  Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

Week 2 

 

 Community Policing: 
Exploring the Philosophy 

 The End of Community 
Policing 

 New Technology and Old 
Police Work Solve Cold Sex 
Crimes 

 License to Loot? 

 Careers in Homeland 
Security 

 Local, County, State and 
Federal Law Enforcement 
Agencies 

 Course Discussion 
 

 Week 2 Self-Check 
Quiz 

  Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

 Sunday at midnight 
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Week 3  Surprise Officer Kept Job 
Despite Violations 

 A Prosecutor’s Role 

 Justice Department Seeks 
Reform in Inglewood 

 Color of Law Abuses 

 The Case Against Plea 
Bargaining 

 In Defense of Plea 
Bargaining 

 Course Discussion 
 

 Week 3 Essay 
 

  Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

 Sunday at midnight 

 Week 4  Police Officer Truthfulness 
and the Brady Decision 

 Drug Courts Successful for 
Few Who Get In 

 SME and the Dallas 
Morning News Publish 
Study of Juries 

 Wired Justice 

 Fred Lederer Brings 
Innovation, Technology to 
Courtroom and Classroom 

 Courtroom Technology: For 
Trial Lawyers, the Future is 
Now 

 The Road to the Virtual 
Courtroom? 

 Double Exposure 

 The Jury Consultant Bazaar 

 Trial by Jury Consultant 

  Course Discussion 
 

 Week 4 Essay 

  Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

 Sunday at midnight 
  

Week 5  Economic Rehabilitation 

 U.S. Department of Justice: 
Reentry in the Spotlight 

 The Practical Limitations 
and Positive Potential of 
Electronic Monitoring 

 Employment and Crime 

 Community Corrections and 
Community Policing 

 After Release: The 
Challenge of Successful 
Reentry 

 Course Discussion 
 

 Week 5 Self-Check 
Quiz 

  Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

 Sunday at midnight 

Week 6  Youth Prison System 
Unsafe, Unhealthful, 
Reports Find 

 A Daily Lesson in Violence 
and Despair 

 State Prisons’ Revolving 
Door 

 Juvenile Sentencing Too 
Harsh 

 Violence Rising Among 
Young Gang Members 

 Effective Truancy 
Intervention 

 Street-Gang Mentality  

 Course Discussion 
 

 Week 6 Essay 
 
 

  Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

 Sunday at midnight 

Week 7  DNA Leads to Suspect in 
Decades-Old Kansas City 

 Course Discussion 
 

  Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 
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Slayings 

 In a Lab: An Ever-Growing 
Database of DNA Profiles 

 Getting More Face Time 

 From Lindbergh to Laci: A 
Growing Forensics Fancy 

 Obtaining Admissible 
Evidence from Computers 
and Internet Search 
Providers 

 Week 7 Operation 
Rave Reflection 

 Sunday at midnight 

Week 8  5th Circuit: Sweep of 
Property is Okay to Ensure 
Safety 

 Justices Widen Search 
Power in Active Term 

 Department of Homeland 
Security: Cybersecurity 

 Kaupp v. Texas 

 Shocking the Conscience: 
Beyond Routine Illegality of 
Police Searches 

 Suspect Searches: 
Assessing Police Behavior 
Under the U.S. Constitution 

 The Patriot Act is Back 

 Course Discussion 
 

 Week 8 Essay 
 

 

  Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sat. 

 Saturday at 
midnight 

* All online weeks run from Monday to Sunday, except the last week, which ends on Saturday. 
** All assignments are due at midnight Central Time.  (All submissions to the Blackboard system are 
date/time stamped in Central Time). 

Assignments At-A-Glance 

Assignment/Activity Qty. Points Total Points 

Weeks 1-8: Discussion - 
20 

 per week 
160 

Week 2 Self-Check Quiz 1 10 10 
Week 3 Essay 1 40 40 
Week 4 Essay 1 40 40 
Week 5 Self-Check Quiz 1 10 10 
Week 6 Essay 1 40 40 
Week 7 Operation Rave Reflection 1 20 20 
Week 8 Essay 1 40 40 

TOTAL POINTS   360 
*Please refer to the Policies menu for more information about our Course Discussions. 

Grading Scale 

Grade Percentage Points 

A 90 to 100% 324-360 

B 80 to 89% 288-323 

C 70 to 79% 252-287 

D 60 to 69% 216-251 

F  60% < 216 
To access your scores, click on Grades in the Student Tools area in Blackboard. 
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Important Policies 

All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out here in this syllabus.  
However, additional university policies are located in the Policies section of Blackboard.  
You are responsible for reading and understanding all of these policies.  All of them are 
important.  Failure to understand or abide by them could have negative consequences 
for your experience in this course. 

Editorial Format for Written Papers 

All written assignments are to follow the APA writing style guidelines for grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation.  This online course includes information regarding the APA 
style under “Writing and Research Resources” in the Resource Room on the course 
menu in Blackboard. 

Ottawa Online Late Policy 

With instructor approval, assignments may be accepted for up to one week after the due 
date, but a minimum automatic deduction of 10% of the points will be assessed.  The 
instructor also has the option of increasing this deduction percentage up to a maximum 
of 20%. Extenuating circumstances may be determined on rare occasions and an 
extension allowed without a deduction, but only at the sole discretion of the instructor.  
  
Discussion board postings will not be accepted for credit when posted after the close of 
the discussion week. There are no exceptions to this rule; however, solely at the 
discretion of the instructor, the student may be allowed to submit an alternative 
assignment to make up for the points under extenuating circumstances. If granted, this 
should be an exception to the rule.  
  
No assignments will be accepted after the last day of the course (end of term) unless 
arrangements have been made and “approved” by the instructor at least one week in 
advance. 

Saving Work 

It is recommended that you save all of your work from this course on your own 
computer or flash drive. The capstone course you take at the end of your program may 
require you to have access to this work for culminating assignments and/or reflections. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated at any level on any assignment.  The 
reality of cyberspace has made academic dishonesty even more tempting for some, but 
be advised that technology can and will be used to help uncover those engaging in 
deception.  If you ever have a question about the legitimacy of a source or a procedure 
you are considering using, ask your instructor.  As the University Academic Council 
approved on May 29, 2003, “The penalty for plagiarism or any other form of academic 
dishonesty will be failure in the course in which the academic dishonesty occurred.  
Students who commit academic dishonesty can be dismissed from the university by the 
provost/director.”  
Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Policies section of the online course menu 
for important information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism and 
cheating, including examples and explanations of these issues. 
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Student Handbook 
Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource 
Room on the course menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the 
student handbook online for your campus. 
 
Please see Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies. 

Blackboard Technical Support 

The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use 
Blackboard as well as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa 
University offers technical support from 8 a.m. to midnight Central Time for all students, 
staff, and faculty at no cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact information. 
 

Ottawa University Mission Statement 
The mission of Ottawa University is to provide the highest quality liberal arts and professional 
education in a caring, Christ-centered community of grace which integrates faith, learning and 
life. The University serves students of traditional age, adult learners and organizations 
through undergraduate and graduate programs. 

 

http://www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp

