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OTTAWA ONLINE 

PLS-40000 Race, Crime, and Social Policy 
  

Course Description 

The course examines prejudice and discrimination and their effects on the police in a 
changing society. The significance of race, class and ethnicity to crime perpetration and 
criminal justice processing is examined. Special attention is paid to the role of racism in 
the treatment of minorities by the various components of the criminal justice system. 
Evolving public policy resulting from increases in immigration and the impact on law 
enforcement is analyzed. Hate crimes, laws enacted to combat them, and multi-
disciplinary approaches to enforcement are examined. 

This is a fully online, eight-week course.  We will not meet face-to-face at any time. 

Course Prerequisites 

None 

Course Objectives 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
1. Define prejudice, discrimination, and disparity, and explain how they are 

different. 
2. Analyze the relationship between crime and race, ethnicity, and class, in 

terms of both perpetrators and victims. 
3. Explore the issues surrounding hate crimes, including multi-disciplinary 

approaches to enforcement of laws against hate crimes. 
4. Analyze the relationship between race, ethnicity, and class and law 

enforcement.  
5. Analyze the relationship between race, ethnicity, and class and prosecution, 

sentencing, and incarceration. 
6. Examine public policy development regarding illegal drugs and increased 

immigration in terms of race, ethnicity, and class. 
7. Analyze the effect of different approaches to law enforcement (e.g. 

community-oriented policing, aggressive enforcement, etc.) in terms of race, 
class, and ethnicity. 

Required Texts 

 
Kennedy, R. (1997). Race, crime, and the law. New York, NY: Vintage Books. 
 
IBSN: 9780375701849 
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Walker, S., Spohn, C., & DeLone, M. (2007). The color of justice (4th ed.). Belmont, CA: 
Wadsworth/Cengage Learning.  

 
ISBN: 9780534624460 

Course Assignment Descriptions and Schedule At-A-Glance 

You will have several opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of 
the principles taught in this course. The primary means of evaluating your work will be 
through practical application of the material. In the event that you have difficulty 
completing any of the assignments for this course, please contact your instructor 
immediately. Please refer to the Weekly Materials section of the cyberclassroom for 
complete details regarding the activities and assignments for this course. The following 
is merely a summary. 
 
Discussion contributions (160 points)  
(six postings per week @ 20 points per week) 

Initial Substantive Posts: Submit an initial response to each of the prompts 
provided each week by your instructor. Your initial post should be substantive 
(approximately ½ of a page in length) and must be posted by midnight, Central Time 
by Wednesday of each week. In your substantive post you are encouraged to use 
references (you may use your textbook); show evidence of critical thinking as it 
applies to the concepts or prompt and/or use examples of the application of the 
concepts to work and life.  Proper punctuation, grammar and correct spelling are 
expected. Please use the spell-check function.  

Required Replies: You must reply to at least two different peers per prompt.  Your 
replies should build on the concept discussed, offer a question to consider, or add a 
differing perspective, etc. Rather than responding with, "Good post," explain why the 
post is "good" (why it is important, useful, insightful, etc.). Or, if you disagree, 
respectfully share your alternative perspective. Just saying "I agree" or "Good idea" 
is not sufficient for the posts you would like graded. 

Posting Guidelines: Overall, postings must be submitted on at least two separate 
days of the week. It is strongly recommended you visit the discussion forum 
throughout the week to read and respond to your peers’ postings. You are 
encouraged to post more than the required number of replies. 
 
(Please review the Policies section of Blackboard for further details.)  

 

Week 1 
Readings From Race, Crime, and the Law:  

 Chapter 1: The Race Question in Criminal Law: Changing the 
Politics of the Conflict  

 Chapter 2: History: Unequal Protection  
From The Color of Justice:  

 Chapter 1: Race, Ethnicity, and Crime: The Present Crisis  
 Chapter 2: Victims and Offenders: Myths and Realities About 

Crime 

(Additional article readings provided in the Weekly Materials)  
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Discussion  Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

 At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s)       Week 1 Assignment 
 
Choose two of the following questions to respond to for this 
assignment. Please clearly indicate which options you have chosen. 
Your response to each question should be approximately 350-500 
words and should include citations for all sources used, including this 
week's readings and/or your textbook, if applicable.  
 
Option 1: In the article Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack, author 
McIntosh talks about how whites are often oblivious of their unearned 
advantages in the society. A corollary is that most whites do not think 
of themselves primarily in racial terms, particularly when it comes to 
culture. It is fairly common to hear discussions of "African American 
culture" or "Hispanic culture" or "Native American culture," but 
extremely rare to hear of "white culture." How does this fit with the 
idea that race is a social, rather than biological construct?  
 
Option 2: In Race, Crime, and the Law, author Randall Kennedy 
discusses the reasons that some African Americans celebrated the 
acquittal of O.J. Simpson, even when they believed he was guilty (pp. 
25-27). Many whites found this response baffling. How does the 
notion that race is a social (rather than biological) construct help to 
explain the difference?  
 
Option 3: In the Town of Speedtrap (pop. 4430), 95% of the drivers 
who are convicted on speeding tickets live in other municipalities 
(some out of state), although 85% of the traffic flow in town is local 
residents. Does this disparity reflect discrimination? If not, what else 
could explain it? How could you find out whether officers were 
discriminating in issuing citations and/or the municipal judge was 
discriminating in convicting offenders?  
 
Your paper should include the following:  

 A title page in APA format  
 A short introduction paragraph indicating which options you 

have chosen and the main points you will discuss in your paper  

 Substantial answers to both questions  
 Citations and references in APA format for all sources used   

 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 40 

 

Week 2 
Readings From Race, Crime, and the Law:  

 None this week  
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From The Color of Justice:  

 Chapter 3: Race, Ethnicity, Social Structure, and Crime  

(Additional article readings provided in the Weekly Materials) 

Discussion  Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

 At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s)       Week 2 Assignment 
 
Choose one of the following options for this assignment. Please 
clearly indicate which option you have chosen. Your response should 
be approximately 750-1000 words and should include citations for all 
sources used, including this week's readings and/or your textbook, if 
applicable.  
 
Option 1: A number of states are abolishing traditional welfare 
programs, and substituting "workfare" programs, in which recipients of 
benefits have to have jobs or be enrolled in training programs in order 
to keep their benefits. Choose one such state and research what 
effect (if any) these programs have had. Consider changes in the 
number of people receiving assistance, unemployment rate, poverty 
rate, and so on. Does the available information indicate that these 
programs are helping people toward self-sufficiency or not?  
 
Option 2: Research and prepare a short case study of a problem-
solving effort between a law enforcement agency (or cooperating 
agencies) in a specific location and a particular immigrant group. (For 
example, you could write about how the police in Minneapolis have 
addressed issues with the local Hmong community, but writing about 
Asian immigrants in the Midwest, in general, would be too broad.) For 
example, you might examine how a police agency worked with 
community leaders in the immigrant group to educate people about 
domestic violence laws, and how they affected cultural traditions.  
Whatever group you choose, be sure to address the following 
questions:  

 What problem sparked the effort?  
 What language and cultural barriers had to be overcome?  
 What strategies were successful? Unsuccessful?  
 Did the relationship between law enforcement and the 

immigrant people change as a result? If so, how?  

   
Your paper should include the following:  

 A title page in APA format  
 A introduction paragraph including your thesis statement/main 

idea  
 Substantial answers to all questions posed in the assignment 

instructions for the option you have chosen  
 Demonstration of effective use of at least two outside sources 

(besides this lesson and your texts)  
 Citations and references in APA format for all sources used 
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(including this lesson and your text, if you choose to use them 
in addition to the other sources you have found)  

 A conclusion paragraph restating your thesis and summarizing 
the main points from your paper  

 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 40 

 
 

Week 3 
Readings From Race, Crime, and the Law:  

 Chapter 3: History: Unequal Enforcement  
 Chapter 4: Race, Law, and Suspicion: Using Color as a Proxy 

for Dangerousness  
From The Color of Justice:  

 Chapter 4: Justice on the Street: The Police and Minorities  
(Additional article readings provided in the Weekly Materials) 

Discussion  Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

 At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s)       Week 3 Assignment 
 
Choose one of the following options for this assignment. Please 
clearly indicate which option you have chosen. Your response should 
be approximately 750-1000 words and should include citations for all 
sources used, including this week's readings and/or your textbook, if 
applicable.  
 
Option 1: You are the executive assistant to the mayor of a medium-
sized city (200,000 people). Your city has a relatively small minority 
population (less than 15%), but recently complaints have been 
surfacing that the police are engaging in racial profiling. The mayor is 
getting a lot of heat from leaders in the minority community to "do 
something" about it. The police department has generally enjoyed a 
reputation as a progressive department that emphasizes diversity and 
community policing. The crime rate is lower than average for your 
city's size. The mayor and police department have had a good 
relationship so far. Write a memo advising the mayor on specific steps 
she should take to address the minority community's concerns, while 
not alienating the police.  
 
Option 2: You are the chief of police in a large city (about 2 million 
people) with a large minority population (45%) and a crime rate that is 
about average for that size city. Your department has targeted high-
crime neighborhoods for aggressive quality-of-life policing, with the 
result that the crime rate has dropped significantly in those 
neighborhoods. Your department has also participated with other 
agencies in active street-level drug interdiction operations. Both these 
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initiatives came out of complaints that minority communities were not 
receiving the attention and resources from the police that they 
deserved. Now your officers are being accused of using racial 
profiling to harass innocent citizens. Your police union president is 
demanding that you issue a statement supportive of officers. Write a 
statement to be released to the newspapers addressing these 
concerns and identifying specific strategies you intend to employ to 
(1) maintain the reduced crime rate (2) identify and eliminate any 
racial profiling being used.  
 
Option 3: Research efforts in at least two cities to collect data on 
whether police use racial profiling in traffic stops. Compare and 
contrast the approaches and identify the strengths and weaknesses of 
each approach.  
   
Your paper should include the following:  

 A title page in APA format  
 A introduction paragraph including your thesis statement/main 

idea  
 Substantial answers to all questions posed in the assignment 

instructions for the option you have chosen  
 Citations and references in APA format for all sources used 

(including this lesson and your text, if you choose to use them 
in addition to the other sources you have found)  

 A conclusion paragraph restating your thesis and summarizing 
the main points from your paper  

 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 40 

 
 

Week 4 
Readings From Race, Crime, and the Law:  

 Chapter 5: Race and the Composition of Juries: Setting the 
Ground Rules  

 Chapter 6: Race and the Composition of Juries: The 
Peremptory Challenge  

 Chapter 7: Race and the Composition of Juries: From 
Antidiscrimination  

 Chapter 8: Playing the Race Card in a Criminal Trial  
From The Color of Justice:  

 Chapter 5: The Courts: A Quest for Justice During the Pre-Trial 
Process  

 Chapter 6: Justice on the Bench? Trial and Adjudication in 
Adult and Juvenile Court  

Discussion  Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

 At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 
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Assignment(s)       Week 4 Assignment 
 
Choose one of the following options for this assignment. Please 
clearly indicate which option you have chosen. Your response should 
be approximately 750-1000 words and should include citations for all 
sources used, including this week's readings and/or your textbook, if 
applicable.  
 
Option 1: The U.S. Constitution guarantees the right of the accused to 
trial before an "impartial" jury. Attorneys use peremptory challenges to 
try to achieve a jury that is not impartial, but rather, sympathetic to 
their side. In addition, peremptory challenges have often been used to 
eliminate minorities from juries. Should peremptory challenges be 
banned? Writing as a staff member for a state Supreme Court justice, 
write a position paper arguing either for elimination of peremptory 
challenges or against it. If you argue in favor of eliminating 
peremptory challenges, explain how attorneys could prevent racially 
bigoted jurors from serving (assuming that the jurors would not admit 
their bigotry up front). If you argue in favor of keeping peremptory 
challenges, suggest a means to keep them from being used in a 
racially biased way.  
 
Option 2: Should juries be required to be representative of their 
districts in racial make-up? Argue in favor of mandated diversity or 
against it, addressing these points:  

a. The relationship between an "impartial jury" and "a jury of one's 
peers."  

b. What effect, if any, mandated diversity would have on the 
frequency with which a given individual (majority or minority 
race) would be called for jury duty. If there would be a 
differential impact, what do you think would be the long-term 
effect?  

c. Whether mandated diversity would provide more impartial or 
less impartial juries for majority-race and minority-race 
defendants.  

d. Whether race is the only characteristic that should be 
considered. Should gender, religion, sexual orientation, and so 
on also be characteristics in which juries represent the 
population (or not)?  

 

Option 3: Both systems of picking potential jurors now in use (public 
lists such as voter registration lists, driver's license lists, etc. and "key 
man" lists) tend to under-represent minorities. Writing as an aide to a 
state legislator who wishes to introduce legislation to change the jury 
selection process, propose a system that would provide a more 
representative jury pool. Outline your proposed system, explain why it 
would be better than the system now in use (pick one), and address 
possible objections.  
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Your paper should include the following:  
 A title page in APA format  
 A introduction paragraph including your thesis statement/main 

idea  
 Substantial answers to all questions posed in the assignment 

instructions for the option you have chosen  
 Citations and references in APA format for all sources used 

(including this lesson and your text, if you choose to use them 
in addition to the other sources you have found)  

 A conclusion paragraph restating your thesis and summarizing 
the main points from your paper  

 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 40 

 

Week 5 
Readings From Race, Crime, and the Law: 

 Chapter 9: Race, Law, and Punishment: The Death Penalty 
From The Color of Justice: 

 Chapter 7: Race and Sentencing: In Search of Fairness and 
Justice 

 Chapter 8: The Color of Death: Race and the Death Penalty 

Discussion  Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

 At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s)       Week 5 Assignment 
 

Choose one of the following options for this assignment. Please 
clearly indicate which option you have chosen. Your response should 
be approximately 800-1100 words and should include citations for all 
sources used, including this week's readings and/or your textbook, if 
applicable. 
  
Option 1: Review the case of a particular inmate who is presently on 
death row. (If your state has the death penalty, choose someone in 
your own state.) Write a case review in which you include the 
following: 
Briefly describe the facts of the case, including the race of the suspect 
and victim(s); Outline the progress of the case through the courts and 
note any appeals pending; If possible, review media coverage of the 
case; Identify any evidence that racial discrimination may have been a 
factor at any point in the proceedings. 
You can find a list of people awaiting execution, along with victims' 
names and other resources on this website: 
www.deathpenaltyinfo.org. 
  
Option 2: Research efforts in your state (or a neighboring one, if yours 
does not have capital punishment) to abolish the death penalty. 

http://www.deathpenaltyinfo.org/
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Address these issues: 
 Who are the stakeholders? 
 What political groups are on either side of the question? Why 

do they hold the position they do? 
 Is the question of racial disparities part of the discussion? 
 What do citizen polls indicate about public support for capital 

punishment? 
 Are there racial or economic differences? 
 Has any legislation been initiated to eliminate or limit 

application of the death penalty? What is its status? 
  
 Your paper should include the following: 

 A title page in APA format 
 A introduction paragraph including your thesis statement/main 

idea 
 Substantial answers to all questions posed in the assignment 

instructions for the option you have chosen 
 Citations and references in APA format for all sources used 

(including this lesson and your text, if you choose to use them 
in addition to the other sources you have found) 

 Citations and references for all sources that provided you with 
information about the case or state you have chosen 

 A conclusion paragraph restating your thesis and summarizing 
the main points from your paper 

 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 50 

 

Week 6 
Readings From Race, Crime, and the Law:  

 Chapter 10: Race, Law, and Punishment: The War on Drugs  
From The Color of Justice:  

 Chapter 9: Corrections: A Picture in Black and White  

Discussion  Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

 At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s)       Week 6 Assignment 
 
Choose one of the following options for this assignment. Please 
clearly indicate which option you have chosen. Your response should 
be approximately 750-1000 words and should include citations for all 
sources used, including this week's readings and/or your textbook, if 
applicable.  
 
Option 1: A retired police chief from a medium-sized city has said 
"…the police find themselves caught in the unenviable position of 
trying to win a war on illegal drugs without being able to affect either 
supply or demand." Writing as the Chief of Police in your jurisdiction, 
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draft a memo to the Mayor, describing specific strategies to address 
the problem of illegal drug use and sales in your community. Include 
estimates of required staff and equipment needs to implement the 
plan, and a timeline for implementation.  
 
Option 2: Imagine you are a policy advisor to the governor of your 
state, who will be running for re-election next year. He/she is looking 
at several alternatives for dealing with the large numbers of people 
(mostly minority) who are convicted of drug-related charges. The 
present state prison system is at capacity. Here are some of the ideas 
being put forth:  

 Legislation that would decriminalize possession of small 
amounts of illegal drugs (i.e., "personal use" amounts)  

 Using alternatives to incarceration (probation, in-home electric 
monitoring, half-way houses, etc.) for all first-time offenders  

 Building more prison capacity (probably in a rural area)  
 Redirecting law enforcement efforts to other areas (traffic 

enforcement, domestic abuse intervention, financial crimes, 
and so on)  

 
For each of these alternatives, outline for the governor what groups 
would benefit, either directly or indirectly, from the idea being put into 
practice, and explain what you think would be the long-term 
implications of each strategy, especially in terms of racial impact. 
Based on those projections, recommend to the governor what 
alternative(s) he/she should support.  
   
 Your paper should include the following:  

 A title page in APA format  
 A introduction paragraph introducing your main purpose to the 

intended audience  
 Substantial answers to all questions posed in the assignment 

instructions for the option you have chosen  
 Citations and references in APA format for all sources used 

(including this lesson and your text, if you choose to use them 
in addition to the other sources you have found)  

 A conclusion paragraph summarizing the main points for the 
intended audience  

 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 40 

 

Week 7 
Readings The following articles will be provided in the weekly lesson: 

 Understanding Community Policing: A Framework for Action 

 Zero Tolerance Policing Briefing Paper No 14/99 

 Zero Tolerance Policing 

Discussion  Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
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 At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s)       Week 7 Assignment 
 

This assignment does not include multiple options. Please respond to 
the instructions provided below. Your response should be 
approximately 1000-1500 words and should include citations for all 
sources used, including this week's readings and/or your textbook, if 
applicable.  
 
Imagine that you are an executive assistant to a new Chief of Police 
in a medium-to-large city in your area. The police department up to 
now has followed a traditional, reactive model. Officers patrol in squad 
cars and respond to radio calls. No real use has been made of 
statistical information. Certain neighborhoods are perceived as high-
crime areas, and these are largely minority. The police department 
has had a difficult relationship with minorities in the city, and the new 
Chief would like to change that. Currently, leaders of the minority 
community are complaining that the police do not take crime seriously 
unless it affects white neighborhoods, and are demanding action.  
 
Write a position paper, in which you:  

 Outline the main features of community policing and zero-
tolerance policing Identify what you see as their advantages 
and disadvantages in this particular situation (feel free to make 
up necessary details of the situation).  

 Recommend adoption of one or the other.  
 Describe the probable results in terms of the relationship 

between police and the minority community.  
 
Your paper should include the following:  

 A title page in APA format  
 A introduction paragraph introducing your main purpose to the 

intended audience  
 Thorough completion of all components described in the 

assignment instructions 
 Citations and references in APA format for all sources used 

(including this lesson and your text, if you choose to use them 
in addition to the other sources you have found)  

 A conclusion paragraph summarizing the main points for the 
intended audience  

 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 50 

 
 

Week 8 
Readings  No new required readings this week 
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Discussion  No required discussion this week 

Assignment(s)       Pilot Project Proposal 
 
Complete a written proposal for a pilot project to address a problem 
with both law-enforcement and racial/ethnic dimensions. Prepare a 
complete proposal that includes the following:  

 Problem background, including citations and references (in 
APA format) to show evidence for this being a problem  

 Proposed project description and justification  
 Details regarding any preparation needed before the project 

could be implemented  
 Guidelines for implementation of the pilot project  
 Description of how the effectiveness of the pilot project will be 

evaluated after it has been implemented  

 
Your paper should include the following:  

 Approximately 5-7 pages of text, not including the  
 A title page in APA format  
 A introduction section introducing your main purpose to the 

intended audience  
 Substantial details for each of the components included in the 

assignment instructions  
 Citations and references in APA format for all sources used  
 A conclusion section summarizing the main points for the 

intended audience  
 
Due: Saturday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 100 

* All online weeks run from Monday to Sunday, except the last week, which ends on Saturday. 
** All assignments are due at midnight Central Time.  (All submissions to the Blackboard system are 
date/time stamped in Central Time). 

Assignments At-A-Glance 

Assignment/Activity Qty. Points Total Points 

Weeks 1-7: Discussion* - 
20      

per week 
140 

Week 1 Assignment 1 40 40 
Week 2 Assignment 1 40 40 
Week 3 Assignment 1 40 40 
Week 4 Assignment 1 40 40 
Week 5 Assignment 1 50 50 
Week 6 Assignment 1 40 40 
Week 7 Assignment 1 50 50 
Week 8: Pilot Project Proposal 1 100 100 

TOTAL POINTS   540 
*Please refer to the Policies menu for more information about requirements for Discussions. 

Grading Scale 

Grade Percentage Points 
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A 90 to 100% 486-540 

B 80 to 89% 432-485 

C 70 to 79% 378-431 

D 60 to 69% 324-377 

F  60% < 323 
To access your scores, click on Grades in the Student Tools area in Blackboard. 

Important Policies 

All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out here in this syllabus.  
However, additional university policies are located in the Policies section of Blackboard.  
You are responsible for reading and understanding all of these policies.  All of them are 
important.  Failure to understand or abide by them could have negative consequences 
for your experience in this course. 

Editorial Format for Written Papers 

All written assignments are to follow the APA writing style guidelines for grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation.  This online course includes information regarding the APA 
style under “Writing and Research Resources” in the Resource Room on the course 
menu in Blackboard. 

Ottawa Online Late Policy 

With instructor approval, assignments may be accepted for up to one week after the due 
date, but a minimum automatic deduction of 10% of the points will be assessed.  The 
instructor also has the option of increasing this deduction percentage up to a maximum 
of 20%. Extenuating circumstances may be determined on rare occasions and an 
extension allowed without a deduction, but only at the sole discretion of the instructor.  
  
Discussion board postings will not be accepted for credit when posted after the close of 
the discussion week. There are no exceptions to this rule; however, solely at the 
discretion of the instructor, the student may be allowed to submit an alternative 
assignment to make up for the points under extenuating circumstances. If granted, this 
should be an exception to the rule.  
  
No assignments will be accepted after the last day of the course (end of term) unless 
arrangements have been made and “approved” by the instructor at least one week in 
advance. 

Saving Work 

It is recommended that you save all of your work from this course on your own 
computer or flash drive. The capstone course you take at the end of your program may 
require you to have access to this work for culminating assignments and/or reflections. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated at any level on any assignment.  The 
reality of cyberspace has made academic dishonesty even more tempting for some, but 
be advised that technology can and will be used to help uncover those engaging in 
deception.  If you ever have a question about the legitimacy of a source or a procedure 
you are considering using, ask your instructor.  As the University Academic Council 
approved on May 29, 2003, “The penalty for plagiarism or any other form of academic 
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dishonesty will be failure in the course in which the academic dishonesty occurred.  
Students who commit academic dishonesty can be dismissed from the university by the 
provost/director.”  
Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Policies section of the online course menu 
for important information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism and 
cheating, including examples and explanations of these issues. 
 
Student Handbook 
Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource 
Room on the course menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the 
student handbook online for your campus. 
 
Please see Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies. 

Blackboard Technical Support 

The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use 
Blackboard as well as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa 
University offers technical support from 8 a.m. to midnight Central Time for all students, 
staff, and faculty at no cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact information. 
 

Ottawa University Mission Statement 
The mission of Ottawa University is to provide the highest quality liberal arts and professional 
education in a caring, Christ-centered community of grace which integrates faith, learning and 
life. The University serves students of traditional age, adult learners and organizations 
through undergraduate and graduate programs. 

 

http://www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp

