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OTTAWA ONLINE 

PSY-32153 Social Psychology 

Course Description 

Examines social influences on human behavior including attitude formation and change, 
influence and persuasion, social attraction, theories of aggression, conformity, cultural 
impact, leadership styles, power and status, social roles, and environmental influences. 
This is a fully online, eight -week course.  We will not meet face-to-face at any time. 

Course role in the program/major: 

This course is an elective for the undergraduate major in psychology.  

Course Prerequisites 

PSY 12053 Principles of Psychology or equivalent  

Course Objectives 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

 define what social psychology is and to identify the main events that influenced 
its development. 

 describe the research methods used in social psychology. 

 learn about the main theoretical orientations, concepts, researchers and 
subfields in social psychology. 

 establish an understanding of social thinking, social influence, and social 
relations. 

 identify applications of social psychology. 

 attain a global understanding of human behavior, including one’s own social 
universe and processes that modulate it. 

Course Materials 

Myers, D. (2010).  Social Psychology (10th ed.).  New York: McGraw Hill. ISBN; 
9780073370668 

Overview of the Course 

Readings, Activities, and Assignments 
This course consists of weekly readings from our textbook, assignments, a research 
paper, and weekly text-based discussions. 
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Participation 

Each week you must submit (post) a response to the weekly discussion topic(s). Then, after reading the 
postings made by other students, you must reply to a minimum of two of your coursemates.  
 

 Initial Substantive Posts: Submit an initial response to each of the prompts provided each week 
by your instructor. Your initial post should be substantive (approximately ½ of a page in length) 
and must be posted by midnight, Central Time by Wednesday of each week. In your substantive 
post you are encouraged to use references (you may use your textbook); show evidence of 
critical thinking as it applies to the concepts or prompt and/or use examples of the application of 
the concepts to work and life.  Proper punctuation, grammar and correct spelling are expected. 
Please use the spell-check function.  

 Required Replies:  You must reply to at least two different peers per prompt.  Your replies should 
build on the concept discussed, offer a question to consider, or add a differing perspective, 
etc. Rather than responding with, "Good post," explain why the post is "good" (why it is important, 
useful, insightful, etc.). Or, if you disagree, respectfully share your alternative perspective. Just 
saying "I agree" or "Good idea" is not sufficient for the posts you would like graded. 

 Posting Guidelines:  Overall, postings must be submitted on at least two separate days of the 
week.  It is strongly recommended you visit the discussion forum throughout the week to read and 
respond to your peers’ postings.  You are encouraged to post more than the required number of 
replies.   

Please refer to the Policies section in Blackboard for further Discussion Participation details.       

Competency Assessment 

Please refer to the Course Materials section of the cyberclassroom for complete details 
regarding the activities and assignments for this course.  The following is merely a 
summary. 
 
Social Psychology Network Study  

The Social Psychology Network website has links to well over 100 web-based experiments and surveys 
in which you can participate: http://www.socialpsychology.org/expts.htm#pperception   

Select one of the experiments or surveys listed on the page and participate in the study. Submit a 1-2 
page paper describing the purpose of the study in which you participated, what it was like to be a 
participant in the study, what methods of data collection the researcher used and the anticipated outcome 
of the study, to the best of your knowledge.  

Compose your paper in APA format with a title page, introduction, conclusion and 1-2 scholalry 
references that support your findings.  
 

Reflection Paper 1  

Choose someone you know or a well-known public figure, who has a belief you consider ridiculous or at 
least false. In a 1-2 page paper, indicate how the belief may have been formed, how it has been 
reinforced and how it might be changed in the future. Include your personal opinions, as well as 1-2 
references that support your opinion. All sources must be referenced and cited in APA format. Visit the 
Resource Room for assistance with APA.  
 
Reflection Paper 2  

Do you think people should obey laws even if they do not think they are right? Do you think they should 
obey an order from a superior even if the order goes against their own morals and values? (Pay particular 
attention to Milgram's findings on obedience and authority versus conscience.)  

Write a 1-2 page paper reflecting on the concepts described above. Include your personal opinions, as 
well as factual information backed up by 1-2 scholarly resources. All sources must be referenced and 
cited in APA format. Visit the Resource Room for assistance with APA.  

http://www.socialpsychology.org/expts.htm#pperception
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Reflection Paper 3  

Find an example of a persuasive advertisement in the media (television, radio, magazine, newspaper or 
Internet). In a 1-2 page paper, discuss what persuasive principles the advertisement employs and what 
message the advertisement presents. What effect do you think the creators of the advertisement were 
going for? Do you think the advertisement is successful? Why?  

Write a 1-2 page paper reflecting on the concepts described above. Include your personal opinions, as 
well as factual information backed up by 1-2 scholarly resources. All sources must be referenced and 
cited in APA format. Visit the Resource Room for assistance with APA.  
 
Reflection Paper 4 

Select a television show or film in which aggression and/or violence is depicted. In a 1 to 2-page 
paper, discuss which theory of aggression you believe best explains the reason for the 
characters' violence and why.  
Write a 1-2 page paper reflecting on the concepts described above. Include your personal opinions, as 
well as factual information backed up by 1-2 scholarly resources. All sources must be referenced and 
cited in APA format. Visit the Resource Room for assistance with APA.  

 
Portfolio 

So much of what we discuss in the field of social psychology is easily applicable to your everyday life.  To 
encourage this, you will be asked to collect examples of everyday situations and apply social 
psychological explanations to them. You can use stories from your own life, newspaper articles, editorials, 
advertisements, advice columns, photographs, and cartoons. Each write-up should provide (1) a short 
description of the event which illustrates or exemplifies one of the social psychological phenomena 
covered in class lecture or the text; (2) a brief explanation of the relevant theory or research, and (3) an 
application of the research or theory to your event.  A detailed description for portfolio is below.  

Requirements:  

 Portfolio must contain write-ups of 5 real-life events  

 The write-up of each event should be in the form of a concise, 1-2 page essay  

 For each write-up...  
o Describe the event  
o Describe a social psychology theory of concept that could be used to explain the event  

o Explain how and why the theory applies to this event  

 No more than 2 of the events can be drawn from personal experience  

 Include a complete reference for the article, editorial, cartoon, etc. for each write-up  

 Be sure to include a complete reference (in APA format) for the sources used in discussing the 
theory applied to each event. The reference should be for a scholarly journal article, book, or 
chapter detailing the theory or phenomenon. (Although you may use the textbook for some of 
your events, make sure to use other scholarly references in at least 3 of your write-ups.)  

 Write-up should exemplify college-level writing (e.g., complete sentences, free from spelling and 
grammatical errors, APA style where appropriate)  

Your portfolio will be presented in an online, web based format using one of the free web builders below.  
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Completion of your portfolio will take place in the following steps:  

 Week 1: Determine which webpage builder you will use (20points)  

 Week 3: Possible Event List – Submit a brief description of at least 5-7 possible ideas you could 
use for some of the events in your portfolio. Provide a brief description of each event (2-3 
sentences each). (25 points)  

 Week 6: Rough Draft – Submit a rough draft of your portfolio. Include all of the portfolio 
requirements for each event in your draft. Submitting the rough draft will give you an opportunity 
to receive feedback before completing the rest of your portfolio. (50 points)  

 Week 8: Portfolio – Submit the link to your completed portfolio (200 points)  

Course Schedule At-A-Glance* 
Please refer to the Term Calendar in our cyberclassroom for specifics regarding dates. 

Week Readings & Activities Assignments 
Due 

Date/Time 
Due** 

1 Chapter 1: Introducing Social 
Psychology 
Chapter 2: The Self in a Social 
World 

 Discussion forum postings 

 Social Psychology Network 
Study  
 

 Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

 Sun at midnight. 

2 
 

Chapter 3: Social Beliefs and 
Judgments 
Chapter 4: Behavior and Attitudes  

 Discussion forum postings 
 

 Reflection Paper 1 
 

 Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

 Sun at midnight. 
 

3 
 

Chapter 5: Genes, Culture, and 
Gender 
Chapter 6: Conformity and 
Obedience 

 Discussion forum postings 
 

 Reflection Paper 2 

 Research Paper Topic  
 

 Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

 Sun at midnight. 

 Sun at midnight. 

4 
 

Chapter 7: Persuasion 
Chapter 8: Group Influence 

 Discussion forum postings 
 

 Reflection 3 
 

 Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

 Sun at midnight. 
 

5 
 

Chapter 9: Prejudice 
Chapter 10: Aggression 

 Discussion forum postings 
 

 Reflection 4 

 Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

 Sun at midnight. 

 Sun at midnight. 

6 
 

Chapter 11: Attraction and Intimacy 
Chapter 12: Helping 

 Discussion forum postings 
 

 Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 
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  Portfolio draft 
 

 Sun at midnight. 
 

7 
 

Chapter 13: Conflict and 
Peacemaking 
Chapter 14: In the Clinic 

 Discussion forum postings 
 

 

 Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sun. 

 Sun at midnight. 
 

8 
 
 

Chapter 15: In the Court 
Chapter 16: The Sustainable Future 

 Discussion forum postings 
 

 Portfolio 

 Midnight CT on 
Weds/Sat. 

 Sat at midnight. 

* All online weeks run from Monday to Sunday, except the last week, which ends on Saturday. 
** All assignments are due at midnight Central Time.  (All submissions to the Blackboard system are 
date/time stamped in Central Time). 

Assignments At-A-Glance 

Assignment/Activity Qty. Points Total Points 

Week 1: Social Psychology 
Network Study  
 

1 25 25 

Week 1: Webpage Submission  
(Discussion Board)  

1 20 20 

Week 2: Reflection Paper 1 1 25 25 

Week 3: Research Paper 2 1 25 25 

Week 3 Portfolio Event List 1 25 25 

Week 4: Reflection Paper 3 1 25 25 

Week 5: Reflection Paper 4 1 25 25 

Week 6: Portfolio Draft 1 50 50 

Week 8: Portfolio 1 200 200 

Discussion Forums 8 20 160 

TOTAL POINTS   580 
*Please refer to the Info & Policies menu for more information about our Course Discussions. 

Grading Scale 

Grade Percentage Points 

A 90 to 100% 522-580 

B 80 to 89% 463-521 

C 70 to 79% 404-462 

D 60 to 69% 345-403 

F  60% <344 

To access your scores, click on Grades in the Student Tools area in Blackboard. 

Important Policies 

All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out here in this syllabus.  
However, additional university policies are located in the Policies folder in the Info & 
Policies section of Blackboard.  You are responsible for reading and understanding all 
of these policies.  All of them are important.  Failure to understand or abide by them 
could have negative consequences for your experience in this course. 
 
Ottawa Online Late Policy 
With instructor approval, assignments may be accepted for up to one week after the due 
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date, but a minimum automatic deduction of 10% of the points will be assessed.  The 
instructor also has the option of increasing this deduction percentage up to a maximum 
of 20%. Extenuating circumstances may be determined on rare occasions and an 
extension allowed without a deduction, but only at the sole discretion of the instructor.  
  
Discussion board postings will not be accepted for credit when posted after the close of 
the discussion week. There are no exceptions to this rule; however, solely at the 
discretion of the instructor, the student may be allowed to submit an alternative 
assignment to make up for the points under extenuating circumstances. If granted, this 
should be an exception to the rule.  
  
No assignments will be accepted after the last day of the course (end of term) unless 
arrangements have been made and “approved” by the instructor at least one week in 
advance. 

Editorial Format for Written Papers 

All written assignments are to follow the APA writing style guidelines for grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation.  This online course includes information regarding the APA 
style under “Writing and Research Resources” in the Resource Room on the course 
menu in Blackboard. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated at any level on any assignment.  The 
reality of cyberspace has made academic dishonesty even more tempting for some, but 
be advised that technology can and will be used to help uncover those engaging in 
deception.  If you ever have a question about the legitimacy of a source or a procedure 
you are considering using, ask your instructor.  As the University Academic Council 
approved on May 29, 2003, “The penalty for plagiarism or any other form of academic 
dishonesty will be failure in the course in which the academic dishonesty occurred.  
Students who commit academic dishonesty can be dismissed from the university by the 
provost/director.”  
Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Info & Policies section of the online course 
menu for important information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism 
and cheating, including examples and explanations of these issues. 
 
Academic dishonesty also includes turning in work submitted for a grade in another 
course.  For example, it would be considered academic dishonesty to turn in a paper 
that you wrote for English 101 as if you had written it for Philosophy 202.  In addition, 
turning in a paper that you constructed by simply cutting and pasting sections from a 
paper you wrote previously, is also considered academic dishonesty.  Although the 
consequences of plagiarism and/or academic dishonesty may vary, depending on the 
nature of the violation, the Ottawa University Student Handbook states, “The penalty for 
plagiarism or any other form of academic dishonesty will be failure in the course in 
which the academic dishonesty occurred” (p. 35).   
 
Student Handbook 
Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource 
Room on the course menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the 
student handbook online for your campus. 
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Please see Info & Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies. 

Blackboard Technical Support 

The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use 
Blackboard as well as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa 
University offers technical support from 8 a.m. to midnight Central Time for all students, 
staff, and faculty at no cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact information. 
 

Ottawa University Mission Statement 
The mission of Ottawa University is to provide the highest quality liberal arts and professional 
education in a caring, Christ-centered community of grace which integrates faith, learning and 
life. The University serves students of traditional age, adult learners and organizations 
through undergraduate and graduate programs. 

 

http://www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp

