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OTTAWA ONLINE 

REL-11123 Introduction to the Old Testament 
  

Course Description 
History of the Hebrew nation. Addresses Old Testament in light of the historical situation 
and prophetic literature in its relation to Christian tradition. 
This is a fully online, eight-week course.  We will not meet face-to-face at any time. 

Course Prerequisites 

None 

Course Objectives 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Identify key terms, people, and dates associated with the Old Testament.  
2. Reconstruct the likely process by which the Pentateuch reached its present form 

and to express a well-informed opinion concerning the Mosaic authorship of the 
Pentateuch. 

3. Formulate a theology of Genesis 1-11. 
4. Describe the covenant God made with Abraham and his descendants and how 

events in their lives threatened the fulfillment of the covenant. 
5. Explain how God formed the Hebrew people into a worshipping community. 
6. Analyze the positive roles of two women (Rahab and Deborah) during Israel’s 

conquest and settlement of Canaan.  
7. Evaluate the kingship of David. 
8. Assemble and describe a group of modern proverbs that reflect the teachings of 

the Bible’s book of Proverbs. 

Required Text 

Coogan, M. D. (2012). A brief introduction to the Old Testament: The Hebrew Bible in its 
context. (2nd ed.). New York: Oxford University Press.  

ISBN-13: 978-0195332728 

The Bible – You can use any version of the Bible that you may have, or you can use 
www.BibleGateway.com to access the entire Bible in many different versions online. 

Course Assignment Descriptions and Schedule At-A-Glance 
You will have several opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of 
the principles taught in this course. The primary means of evaluating your work will be 
through practical application of the material. In the event that you have difficulty 
completing any of the assignments for this course, please contact your instructor 
immediately. Please refer to the Weekly Materials section of the cyberclassroom for 



 2 of 11 

complete details regarding the activities and assignments for this course. The following 
is merely a summary. 
 
Discussion contributions (160 points)  
(three postings per week @ 20 points per week) 

Initial Substantive Posts: Submit an initial response to each of the prompts 
provided each week by your instructor. Your initial post should be substantive 
(approximately ½ of a page in length) and must be posted by midnight, Central Time 
by Wednesday of each week. In your substantive post you are encouraged to use 
references (you may use your textbook); show evidence of critical thinking as it 
applies to the concepts or prompt and/or use examples of the application of the 
concepts to work and life.  Proper punctuation, grammar and correct spelling are 
expected. Please use the spell-check function.  
Required Replies: You must reply to at least two different peers per prompt.  Your 
replies should build on the concept discussed, offer a question to consider, or add a 
differing perspective, etc. Rather than responding with, "Good post," explain why the 
post is "good" (why it is important, useful, insightful, etc.). Or, if you disagree, 
respectfully share your alternative perspective. Just saying "I agree" or "Good idea" 
is not sufficient for the posts you would like graded. 
Posting Guidelines: Overall, postings must be submitted on at least two separate 
days of the week. It is strongly recommended you visit the discussion forum 
throughout the week to read and respond to your peers’ postings. You are 
encouraged to post more than the required number of replies. 
 
(Please review the Policies section of Blackboard for further details.)  
 

Week 1 
Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the 

course.  
• Chapter 1: What is the Old Testament? 
• Chapter 2: The Promised Land: Geography, History, and 

Importance 
• Chapter 4: The Formulation of the Pentateuch and the 

Primeval History 
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s) Who Wrote the Pentateuch? 
Answer the questions in Parts 1 and 2. Be sure to use APA format 
when writing your answers. Remember to write in the third person 
(people, he, she, and they), not in the first or second person (I, you, 
we, our, and us).  
 
Part 1: Who wrote Ottawa University's Course Catalogue?  

• Look at Ottawa University's Course Catalogue. Go to 
http://www.ottawa.edu/. In the "Quick Links" section on the left 
side of the page, select "Course Catalog."  

• Briefly describe the kinds of materials you found in the 
catalogue. Do you think one person wrote the catalogue? 
Explain your answer. (40-50 words)  
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• Reconstruct a likely process by which the catalog traveled to 
publication (i.e., from its inception to print). (40-50 words)  

 
Part 2: Who wrote the Pentateuch?   

• Look at the following sections of the Pentateuch: Ex. 15; 20; 
and 23; Lev. 23; Num. 1 and 16; Deut. 6:4-9; and 26:5-9. 
Briefly describe the different kinds of material you found in 
these sections of the Pentateuch. (40-50 words)  

• Read the following Bible verses and answer the questions:  
o Read Gen. 1:1-2 and Gen. 2:4. Briefly describe the 

differences in these verses. (Three to four sentences will 
suffice.)  

o Read Gen. 6:18-20 and Gen. 7:1-3. How many of each 
species of animal and bird was Noah told to take into 
the ark? Do the texts give conflicting evidence? (40-50 
words)  

o Read Ex. 17:14; Num. 33:1-2; and Deut. 31:19. What 
evidence do these passages provide concerning Moses' 
authorship of the Pentateuch? (One or two sentences 
will suffice.)  

o Read Num. 12:3. How does this verse relate to the 
question of Moses' authorship of the Pentateuch? (One 
sentence will suffice.)  

o Read Josh. 1:7-8. What, if anything, do these verses 
say about Moses' authorship of the Pentateuch? (One 
sentence will suffice.)  

o Read John 5:46-47 and Rom. 10:5. What, if anything, do 
these verses say about Moses' authorship of the 
Pentateuch? (One sentence will suffice.)  

o Read Deut. 34:1-12. Read this passage carefully. Do 
you think that it was written shortly after Moses' death or 
at a time considerably later? Explain the choice you 
made. (40-50 words)  

• Answer these questions: Do you think one person wrote the 
Pentateuch? Do you think Moses had any part in its creation? 
Explain your answer. Reference two scholarly sources (one of 
which may be your text). (200-250 words)  

• Briefly reconstruct a likely process by which the Pentateuch 
traveled from its origin to its present form. How is this process 
similar or dissimilar to the publication of Ottawa's Course 
Catalogue? (40-50 words)  

DUE: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
POINTS POSSIBLE: 30 

 
Week 2 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the 
course.  

• Chapter 3: Creations 
• Chapter 4: The Formulation of the Pentateuch and the 

Primeval History 
• Genesis 1-11 
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Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Formulating a Theology of Genesis 1-11  

Using at least one scholarly source, write a 650-800 word essay on 
the theology of Genesis 1-11. Include a title page, in-text citations, 
and references in APA format. Please also include an introduction 
and conclusion. Consider the questions below for each section of your 
paper.  
 

• Part 1: God as creator  
o A question you might consider is this: (1) What do 

chapters 1 and 2 reveal about the nature and 
implications of God's creating the world and humanity?  

• Part 2: The spread of sin and God's judgment  
o Questions you might consider are these: (1) What is the 

nature of the sins described in the chapters? (2) How 
does God react to the sins committed in the chapters?  

• Part 3: God's sustaining grace  
o Questions you might consider are these: (1) If 

applicable, how do the chapters describe God's 
bestowal of grace on the people who sinned? (2) What 
do the chapters reveal about God's attitude and actions 
toward sinners?  
 

Remember to write in the third person (people, he, she, and they), not 
in the first or second person (I, you, we, our, and us).  
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 30 

 
Week 3 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the 
course.  

• Chapter 5: The Ancestors of Israel 
• Genesis 12-50 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) The Covenant Made and Threatened Eventline  

Using at least one scholarly source and Genesis chapters 12 through 
35, create an eventline (like a timeline) of the major events related to 
God's covenant with Abraham and his descendents. The events 
should include the event that initiated the covenant and those that 
either strengthened it or threatened its fulfillment and how God 
overcame the threats.  
 

• The word count for this assignment is 600-850 words.  
• You must have a minimum of ten events and no more than 

fifteen.  
• You do not need an introduction or a conclusion.  
• Include a reference page at the end of the assignment with 



 5 of 11 

references in APA format.  
• Remember to write in the third person (people, he, she, and 

they), not in the first or second person (I, you, we, our, and us).  
 

The eventline should look something like this:  
Ex. 1:1-22  After the Hebrew people lived peacefully in Egypt for 

several centuries, a pharaoh antagonistic toward the 
Hebrews came to power. Feeling threatened by the 
increasing number of Hebrews in his land, pharaoh 
enslaved them, which only increased their numbers. He 
then decreed that all male Hebrew infants were to be 
killed.  

Ex. 2:1-10  Defying pharaoh's decree, a Hebrew woman placed her 
infant son in a basket and had it placed in the Nile. A 
daughter of pharaoh found the boy and took him under her 
care. The boy's mother became the boy's nurse and 
named him Moses.  

 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 30 

 
Week 4 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the 
course.  

• Chapter 6: Escape from Egypt  
• Chapter 7: From Egypt to Sinai  
• Chapter 8: Law, Ritual, and Holiness  
• Chapter 9: In the Wilderness  
• Chapter 10: The End of the Journey to the Promised Land  
• Exodus 1-14; 19-30; 40:34-38  
• Deuteronomy 6:1-9 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Pictorial Presentation  

Create a commentary and picture presentation in which you recount 
how God molded the Hebrews into a worshiping community through 
the institution of the tabernacle.  
Your presentation must include:  

• an introduction and a conclusion  
• the headings listed below  
• pictures depicting the topics of the headings (Be very careful 

about the permissions and copyright regulations on sites that 
you are using. Some sites will not allow you to use pictures 
from their pages. One site you can use is Wikimedia 
Commons, which contains freely usable media files such as 
images. You can also use sites such as Flikr to search for 
images.)  

• 850 to 1000 words of commentary total (the word count may 
include the introduction and conclusion) on the pictures chosen 
for the presentation (you may use more than one picture under 
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any of the headings)  
• the use of APA style, which includes in-text citations (For the 

pictures, just place the information on your sources in 
parentheses like the example below. Do not include source 
information in your word count. For any sources used in your 
commentary, you must include in-text citations along with a 
reference list.)  

   
Headings for your presentation:  

• The Tabernacle  
• The Gate  
• The Brazen Altar  
• The Laver (basin)  
• The Menorah (lampstand)  
• The Table of Showbread  
• The Golden Altar of Incense  
• The Holy of Holies  
• The Ark of the Covenant  

DUE: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
POINTS POSSIBLE: 30 

 
Week 5 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the 
course.  

• Chapter 11: Joshua and the Conquest of the Land of Canaan  
• Chapter 12: The Emergence of Israel in the Land of Canaan 
• Joshua 1-13  
• Judges 1-5 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Role of Women in the OT  

For this assignment, create a conversation between you and a friend 
on the role of women in the Old Testament. Your friend has the 
attitude that women in the Old Testament are always portrayed badly. 
(For the role of women in the Old Testament, see the index of your 
textbook, or use another source if you so choose.) Using Rahab and 
Deborah, show your friend that some women are portrayed positively 
and played an important role the early history of the Israelite nation.  
 
Format your conversation like this:  

Friend: Your friend makes a well-informed point or asks a well-
informed question.  
You: You respond to this point or answer the question.  
Friend: Your friend makes a well-informed point or asks a well-
informed question.  
You: You respond to this second point or answer the question.  

 
You must use biblical references, your textbook, and at least one 
other scholarly source. When citing the Bible, use short quotations, 
not lengthy quotes. The conversation should be between 650 and 750 
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words. Include a reference section and in-text citations in APA format 
for all sources used. If you indicate the chapter and verse for biblical 
references in your narrative, you do not need to include additional 
citations for them. You may use the first person (I, we, our) when 
doing this assignment.  
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 30 

 
Week 6 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the 
course.  

• Chapter 13: The Establishment of the Monarchy  
• Chapter 14: The Reign of David  
• Chapter 15: The Reign of Solomon  
• Chapter 16: The Divided Kingdoms of Israel and Judah from 

the Late Tenth to the Early Eighth Centuries BCE  
• Chapter 17: The Northern Kingdom of Israel in the Eighth 

Century BCE  
• Chapter 18: The Kingdom of Judah in the Eighth and Early 

Seventh Centuries BCE 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 1 Kings 1-11, 
Amos, Hosea, Isaiah 1-9 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) An Evaluation of King David  

Write a 650-800 word speech in which you evaluate the kingship of 
King David, which is described in 2 Samuel. In the speech highlight 
the positive and negative aspects of his kingship. In what ways did he 
succeed? In what ways did he fail? 
  
Your speech must have an introduction and conclusion. You must use 
biblical references, your textbook, and at least one other scholarly 
source. When citing the Bible, use short quotations, not lengthy 
quotes. You may use the first person (I, we, our) when doing this 
assignment. Include a reference section and in-text citations in APA 
format.  
DUE: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
POINTS POSSIBLE: 30 

 
Week 7 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the 
course.  

• Chapter 19: Judah in the Seventh and Early Sixth Centuries 
BCE: The End of Assyrian Domination and the Fall of 
Jerusalem  

• Chapter 20: After the Fall: Jews in Judah and Babylon  
• Chapter 23: The Consolidation of Traditions  
• 2 Kings 17; 24:17-25:30  
• Jer. 1; 20:7-18; 25-31  
• Ez. 1-4; 36-37  
• Psalms 23; 74; 79; 137; 139; 150  
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• Prov. 1; 4; 8-9; 25; 30-31 
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s) Words of Wisdom  
For this week's assignment you will compile and comment on ten 
"proverbs" that you think illustrate biblical truths. From sources other 
than the Bible, gather ten sayings, verses of poetry, or quotes. Give 
each "proverb" a title and justify your choice. What biblical truth does 
your choice teach? Include a reference section with all of the sources 
you used.  
Each entry should look like this.  

• (A title) A proverb for (living wisely; taking care of your family; 
avoiding bad company, etc.)  

• (A "proverb")   "We're all like the cleaning woman. We come to 
dust" (Peter De Vries, as cited in Verhey, 2003, p. 304). 
[Please note that you must cite your source here in APA 
format.]  

• (A commentary) In 50 to 60 words, justify your choice for a title 
and explain what biblical truth this proverb teaches. Include at 
least one biblical verse pertaining to this biblical truth.  

•  
Please remember:  

• Use APA guidelines. Include citations for each saying and one 
reference list at the end of the paper.  

• Do not use a source or an author more than three times.  
 
Write in the third person (people, he, she, and they), not in the first or 
second person (I, you, we, our, and us).  
 
[Reference for the example used above: Verhey, A. (2003). Reading 
the Bible in the strange world of medicine. Grand Rapids, MI: William 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.]  
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT  
Points Possible: 30 

 
Week 8 

Readings • Review the weekly lesson, videos and readings provided in the 
course.  

• Chapter 21: Return from Exile  
• Chapter 22: The Restoration: Judah in the Late Sixth and Fifth 

Centuries BCE  
• Chapter 24: Dissidents, Lovers, and Heroes  
• Ezra 1-3  
• Nehemiah 8-13  
• Haggai  
• Isaiah 24-27; 42:1-4; 49:1-6; 50:4-11; 52:14-53:12 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Saturday 
Assignment(s) Final Exam  
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Your final assignment consists of an open book, fifty-question final 
exam. The exam consists of multiple choice and true/false questions, 
and each question is worth 2 points. Many of the key terms and dates 
that have been emphasized throughout the course are on the exam, 
along with some other questions about key people. You will have up 
to three hours to complete the exam, and you must complete it once 
you begin. You will not be able to pause or restart after opening the 
exam.  
 
This exam will be available in the Assignments section of Blackboard 
and must be completed by midnight, CT on Saturday of Week 8, the 
final day of class. The link to access the exam will become available 
in the Assignments section in Blackboard at the beginning of this 
week.  
DUE: Saturday at Midnight, CT 
POINTS POSSIBLE: 100 

* All online weeks run from Monday to Sunday, except the last week, which ends on 
Saturday. 
** All assignments are due at midnight Central Time.  (All submissions to the 
Blackboard system are date/time stamped in Central Time). 
 
 

Assignments At-A-Glance 
Assignment/Activity Qty. Points Total Points 

Weeks 1-8: Discussion - 20      
per week 160 

Week 1: Who Wrote the Pentateuch? 1 30 30 
Week 2: Formulating a Theology of Genesis 1-11 1 30 30 
Week 3: The Covenant Made and Threatened Eventline 1 30 30 
Week 4: Pictorial Presentation 1 30 30 
Week 5: Role of Women in the OT 1 30 30 
Week 6: An Evaluation of King David 1 30 30 
Week 7: Words of Wisdom 1 30 30 
Week 8: Final Exam 1 100 100 
TOTAL POINTS   470 

*Please refer to the Policies menu for more information about requirements for 
Discussions. 

Grading Scale 
Grade Percentage Points 

A 90 to 100% 423-470 
B 80 to 89% 376-422 
C 70 to 79% 329-375 
D 60 to 69% 282-328 
F < 60% < 282 

To access your scores, click on Grades in the Student Tools area in Blackboard. 
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Important Policies 
All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out here in this syllabus.  
However, additional university policies are located in the Policies section of Blackboard.  
You are responsible for reading and understanding all of these policies.  All of them are 
important.  Failure to understand or abide by them could have negative consequences 
for your experience in this course. 

Editorial Format for Written Papers 
All written assignments are to follow the APA writing style guidelines for grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation.  This online course includes information regarding the APA 
style under “Writing and Research Resources” in the Resource Room on the course 
menu in Blackboard. 

Ottawa Online Late Policy 
With instructor approval, assignments may be accepted for up to one week after the due 
date, but a minimum automatic deduction of 10% of the points will be assessed.  The 
instructor also has the option of increasing this deduction percentage up to a maximum 
of 20%. Extenuating circumstances may be determined on rare occasions and an 
extension allowed without a deduction, but only at the sole discretion of the instructor.  
  
Discussion board postings will not be accepted for credit when posted after the close of 
the discussion week. There are no exceptions to this rule; however, solely at the 
discretion of the instructor, the student may be allowed to submit an alternative 
assignment to make up for the points under extenuating circumstances. If granted, this 
should be an exception to the rule.  
  
No assignments will be accepted after the last day of the course (end of term) unless 
arrangements have been made and “approved” by the instructor at least one week in 
advance. 

Saving Work 
It is recommended that you save all of your work from this course on your own 
computer or flash drive. The capstone course you take at the end of your program may 
require you to have access to this work for culminating assignments and/or reflections. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated at any level on any assignment.  The 
reality of cyberspace has made academic dishonesty even more tempting for some, but 
be advised that technology can and will be used to help uncover those engaging in 
deception.  If you ever have a question about the legitimacy of a source or a procedure 
you are considering using, ask your instructor.  As the University Academic Council 
approved on May 29, 2003, “The penalty for plagiarism or any other form of academic 
dishonesty will be failure in the course in which the academic dishonesty occurred.  
Students who commit academic dishonesty can be dismissed from the university by the 
provost/director.”  
Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Policies section of the online course menu 
for important information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism and 
cheating, including examples and explanations of these issues. 
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Student Handbook 
Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource 
Room on the course menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the 
student handbook online for your campus. 
 
Please see Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies. 

Blackboard Technical Support 
The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use 
Blackboard as well as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa 
University offers technical support from 8 a.m. to midnight Central Time for all students, 
staff, and faculty at no cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact information. 
 
Ottawa University Mission Statement 
The mission of Ottawa University is to provide the highest quality liberal arts and 
professional education in a caring, Christ-centered community of grace which integrates 
faith, learning and life. The University serves students of traditional age, adult learners 
and organizations through undergraduate and graduate programs. 
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