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OTTAWA ONLINE 

REL-21024 Christian Thought I 
 

Course Description 

Introduces basic theological categories traditionally included within Christian systematic 
theologies. Examines revelation, God, Christology (doctrine of Christ), and Ecclesiology 
(doctrine of the Church). Categories approached from historical and contemporary 
perspectives. 

This is a fully online, eight-week course.  We will not meet face-to-face at any time. 

Course Prerequisites 

None 

Course Objectives 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
1. Identify the key persons, events and movements in the development of     

Christianity. 
2. Explain the meaning of “Theology” and analyze the use of reason in 

assessing its contents.  
3. Analyze the mysterious concept that God is both personal and Triune (three 

persons yet one God). 
4. Analyze and assess the crucial discussion of the truthfulness of the picture of 

Jesus Christ as found in the canonical gospels. 
5. Recognize and interpret the major issues in the development of the 

understanding of who Jesus Christ is. 
6. Categorize and compare the different views on the significance of Jesus’ 

death on the cross.  
7. Identify and discuss the twin issues of sin and grace and their application to 

human nature.  
8. Organize and support personal beliefs about the important issues addressed 

in this course. 

Required Text 

McGrath, A.E. (2011). Christian theology: An introduction. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley-
Blackwell.  

 
ISBN: 9781444335149 
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Course Assignment Descriptions and Schedule At-A-Glance 

You will have several opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of 
the principles taught in this course. The primary means of evaluating your work will be 
through practical application of the material. In the event that you have difficulty 
completing any of the assignments for this course, please contact your instructor 
immediately. Please refer to the Weekly Materials section of the cyberclassroom for 
complete details regarding the activities and assignments for this course. The following 
is merely a summary. 
 
Discussion contributions (160 points)  
(six postings per week @ 20 points per week) 

Initial Substantive Posts: Submit an initial response to each of the prompts 
provided each week by your instructor. Your initial post should be substantive 
(approximately ½ of a page in length) and must be posted by midnight, Central Time 
by Wednesday of each week. In your substantive post you are encouraged to use 
references (you may use your textbook); show evidence of critical thinking as it 
applies to the concepts or prompt and/or use examples of the application of the 
concepts to work and life.  Proper punctuation, grammar and correct spelling are 
expected. Please use the spell-check function.  

Required Replies: You must reply to at least two different peers per prompt.  Your 
replies should build on the concept discussed, offer a question to consider, or add a 
differing perspective, etc. Rather than responding with, "Good post," explain why the 
post is "good" (why it is important, useful, insightful, etc.). Or, if you disagree, 
respectfully share your alternative perspective. Just saying "I agree" or "Good idea" 
is not sufficient for the posts you would like graded. 

Posting Guidelines: Overall, postings must be submitted on at least two separate 
days of the week. It is strongly recommended you visit the discussion forum 
throughout the week to read and respond to your peers’ postings. You are 
encouraged to post more than the required number of replies. 
 
(Please review the Policies section of Blackboard for further details.)  
 

 

Week 1 
Readings  Chapter 1: The Patristic Period (c.100-c.700)  

 Chapter 2: The Middle Ages and the Renaissance (c.700-
c.1500)  

Discussion  Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

 At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s)  Christian History: The First 1500 Years  
 
The goal of this assignment is to isolate a few of the major points 
needed to develop a basic understanding of the context in which 
Christian belief developed. McGrath has done a good job of 
highlighting only the most pertinent points for describing the major 
trends of Church history and due to time constraints this course can 
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only focus on a small number of his points.  
 
For this assignment, you will write a 3-4 page paper discussing the 
first 1500 years of Christian history. The first part of the content in the 
main body of the paper (100-700 CE) should focus on Constantine's 
conversion and the subsequent development of specific doctrines and 
the New Testament canon; the second part (700-1500 CE) should 
examine the influence that humanism and scholasticism exerted on 
the Church during this period. When the paper is completed 
successfully, you will have some of the needed tools to assess the 
importance and place of Christian theology.  
 
Specific details regarding the expectations for this paper are provided 
in the Week 1 lesson. 
 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 40 

 

Week 2 
Readings  Chapter 3: The Age of Reformation (c.1500-c.1700)  

 Chapter 4: The Modern Period (c.1750-present)  

Discussion  Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

 At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s)       Christian Doctrine for Today's World  
 
The assignment for this week is to write a 3-4 page paper discussing 
how the place of Christianity in today's world is both similar and 
different than the days of early Christianity. What this will accomplish 
for you is to tie basic Christian thought with a world that contains 
many different voices competing for one's allegiance.  
 
Specific details regarding the expectations for this paper are provided 
in the Week 2 lesson. 
 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 40 

 

Week 3 
Readings  Chapter 5: Getting Started: Preliminaries  

 Chapter 6: The Sources of Theology  

 Chapter 8: Philosophy and Theology: Dialogue and Debate  

Discussion  Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

 At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s)       The Relevance of Christian Theology  
 
The assignment for this week is to write a 2-3 page paper that 
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articulates your understanding of the nature and importance of 
theology, the sources for theology and the need for one's belief 
system to be reasonable.  
 
Once this paper is completed, you should have the "basic jargon" 
down and be prepared to utilize it throughout the remainder of the 
course. You are expected to demonstrate your understanding of 
theological concepts in a thoughtful and organized manner. It is 
always a challenge to articulate faith statements (whatever one 
believes), but the more effort put into such an articulation the greater 
opportunity for growth and insight.  
 

Specific details regarding the expectations for this paper are provided 
in the Week 3 lesson. 
 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 40 

 

Week 4 
Readings  Chapter 7: Knowledge of God: Natural and Revealed  

 Chapter 9: The Doctrine of God  

Discussion  Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

 At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s)       What We Can Know About God 
 
The assignment for this week is to write a 3-4 page paper. The goal of 
this paper is twofold: When this paper is completed you will have 
expressed beliefs about what one can "know about" God and, in fact, 
if one can "know God"; moreover, you will have shared what that 
knowledge entails, especially regarding God as Creator and God's 
involvement with His creation.  
 
Specific details regarding the expectations for this paper are provided 
in the Week 4 lesson. 
 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 50 

 

Week 5 
Readings  Chapter 10: The Doctrine of the Trinity 

Discussion  Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

 At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s)       The Doctrine of the Trinity 
 
The assignment for this week is to write a 3-4 page paper in which 
you define Trinity, provide a brief history of the development of this 
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doctrine (see the article by Ritchie), the issues involved, and the 
arguments for and against the teaching. This last point can be 
gleaned from Ediger's article and the websites and videos. The 
thought of opposition lies within Christianity as well as outside of it.  
 
Throughout the paper the concepts of faith and reason should be 
apparent as the crux of this discussion is whether or not reason leads 
one to simply discard such a belief or examine how such a belief is 
the only "reasonable" explanation of what is found in the Bible.  
 
Keep in mind that this is a very short paper for the amount of 
discussion that could go into the topic of the Trinity. Consider the 
main points you want to make while still understanding that you will 
not be able to address all components of this topic.  
 
Additional specific details regarding the expectations for this paper 
are provided in the Week 5 lesson. 
 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 50 

 

Week 6 
Readings  Chapter 11: The Doctrine of the Person of Jesus Christ  

 Chapter 12: Faith and History: The Christological Agenda of 
Modernity  

Discussion  Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

 At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s)       Christology 
 

The assignment for this week is to write a 2-3 page paper. The 
purpose of this assignment is twofold: (1) to demonstrate an 
awareness of the development of Christology and its accompanying 
issues, and (2) articulate a personal position on the person of Jesus 
Christ.  
 
Additional specific details regarding the expectations for this paper 
are provided in the Week 5 lesson. 
 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 40 

 

Week 7 
Readings  Chapter 13: The Doctrine of Salvation  

 Chapter 14: The Doctrines of Human Nature, Sin and Grace  

Discussion  Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

 At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 
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Assignment(s)       The Cross  
 
The assignment for this week is to write a 2-3 page paper discussing 
Jesus' death on the cross. In your paper, answer the following 
questions:  

 Was it necessary?  
 How does one's view of human nature and sin inform one's 

answer regarding the title of this lesson?  
 Are the subjective and objective aspects of atonement 

complementary or antithetical?  
 Why is there so much discussion on Christ's death?  
 Does Christ's death really make a difference in one's personal 

life?  
 
Additional specific details regarding the expectations for this paper 
are provided in the Week 6 lesson. 
 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 40 

 

Week 8 
Readings  Chapter 17: Christianity and the World Religions  

Discussion  Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

 At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Saturday 

Assignment(s)       Position Paper on Good and Evil  
 
The assignment for this week is to write a 4-5 page paper presenting 
your position/beliefs of much of the content we have explored in this 
course. However, rather than simply regurgitate previous material for 
an overall credo (a statement of one's theological beliefs), the task 
before you in this assignment is to articulate your position as 
formulated around a particular topic, namely good and evil. Moreover, 
you should exhibit a strategy for sharing your position in a society that 
is suspicious of faith based answers to life's most troubling questions. 
These two areas comprise the content of this paper.  
 
What the paper to be written is about is on the line of a case study. 
The following quote is from the 20th century English novelist Dorothy 
Sayers. If one is unfamiliar with the crucifixion story it would prove 
well to read a version of it from Matthew, chapters 26-28. The quote 
of Sayers is as follows:  
 
"When Judas sinned, Jesus paid; He brought good out of evil, He led 
out triumph from the gates of hell and brought all mankind out with 
Him; but the suffering of Jesus and the sin of Judas remain a reality. 
God did not abolish the fact of evil: He transformed it. He did not stop 
the crucifixion: He rose from the dead."  
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Reference: Sayers, D. (1938). The greatest drama ever staged. 
London: Hodder and Stoughton.  
 
Your goal for this paper is to incorporate much of what was explored 
in Weeks 4-8 into developing a response to this quote (and the 
lessons on Church history and reliable sources may also prove 
valuable to one's argument).The question of good and evil was 
addressed in Week 4. Week 6 discussed who Christ is and whether 
the gospels (such as Matthew) can be trusted. Week 7 examined the 
twin ideas of salvation and human nature. And sprinkled throughout 
the first part of the content section of the paper should be references 
to the Trinity (Week 5).  
 
The issue to address about this quote is whether you agree with it or 
not. The manner in which to answer that question is to relate what has 
been discovered by you in your readings, thinking and writings for this 
course up to this point. In others words, does it take revelation from 
God to agree with this thought of this quote? How does the trilemma 
cited earlier help your understanding (see Week 4)? What aspects of 
atonement figure in your answer? What does your reaction to this 
quote say about your personal worldview? These questions are 
important for shaping this paper. The goal of this exercise is to apply 
one's thinking to everyday life. You should define evil and, if 
appropriate, relate an evil situation you have encountered or 
seen/read about to this paper.  
 
The second part of the content section would focus on how to share 
one's beliefs with an opposing view. This is expected of students 
regardless if one is a Christian or not. You should strive to offer a 
strategy of how to persuade rather than attack the opponent(s). This 
in no way says trying to say another's opinion is wrong; rather it 
simply notes that you recognize (or at least consider) civility in the 
public square to be a noble goal.  
   
Your paper should include the following parts:  

 Introduction- The paper should begin with a good 
introduction, which consists of an interesting lead-in, a purpose 
statement and a brief outline of the paper. A good lead-in is like 
a "teaser" at the beginning of a newscast or a preview for a 
movie; it should attract the interest of the reader. The purpose 
statement should clearly state what the paper is about, as well 
as continue the thought of the lead-in. One of the main ways to 
discourage someone from reading your paper is to omit a 
purpose statement. If you keep your readers guessing as to (1) 
what you are writing about; or (2) what they are reading, it will 
frustrate them and prevent them from understanding the 
subject. A brief outline of the paper is reader friendly, as are 
accompanying section headings in the paper.  

 Body- This section of your paper should clearly address the 
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topics described in the instructions above with appropriate 
citations and references for scholarly sources to support your 
ideas.  

 Conclusion- With the introduction and main body completed, 
your paper should have a conclusion focusing on summarizing 
the main points you have discussed and restating your thesis.  

 
For both parts of body of your paper, remember to cite your sources 
in APA format. You should have at least 8 sources on your reference 
page. Please double-space your paper in 12-point font, and include a 
title page.  
 
Due: Saturday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 100 

* All online weeks run from Monday to Sunday, except the last week, which ends on Saturday. 
** All assignments are due at midnight Central Time.  (All submissions to the Blackboard system are 
date/time stamped in Central Time). 

Assignments At-A-Glance 

Assignment/Activity Qty. Points Total Points 

Weeks 1-8: Discussion* - 
20      

per week 
160 

Week 1: Christian History: The First 1500 Years 1 40 40 
Week 2: Christian Doctrine in Today’s World 1 40 40 
Week 3: The Relevance of Christian Theology 1 40 40 
Week 4: What We Can Know About God 1 50 50 
Week 5: The Doctrine of the Trinity 1 50 50 
Week 6: Christology 1 40 40 
Week 7: The Cross 1 40 40 
Week 8: Position Paper on Good and Evil 1 100 100 

TOTAL POINTS   560 
*Please refer to the Policies menu for more information about requirements for Discussions. 

Grading Scale 

Grade Percentage Points 

A 90 to 100% 504-560 

B 80 to 89% 448-503 

C 70 to 79% 392-447 

D 60 to 69% 336-391 

F  60% < 336 
To access your scores, click on Grades in the Student Tools area in Blackboard. 

Important Policies 

All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out here in this syllabus.  
However, additional university policies are located in the Policies section of Blackboard.  
You are responsible for reading and understanding all of these policies.  All of them are 
important.  Failure to understand or abide by them could have negative consequences 
for your experience in this course. 
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Editorial Format for Written Papers 

All written assignments are to follow the APA writing style guidelines for grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation.  This online course includes information regarding the APA 
style under “Writing and Research Resources” in the Resource Room on the course 
menu in Blackboard. 

Ottawa Online Late Policy 

With instructor approval, assignments may be accepted for up to one week after the due 
date, but a minimum automatic deduction of 10% of the points will be assessed.  The 
instructor also has the option of increasing this deduction percentage up to a maximum 
of 20%. Extenuating circumstances may be determined on rare occasions and an 
extension allowed without a deduction, but only at the sole discretion of the instructor.  
  
Discussion board postings will not be accepted for credit when posted after the close of 
the discussion week. There are no exceptions to this rule; however, solely at the 
discretion of the instructor, the student may be allowed to submit an alternative 
assignment to make up for the points under extenuating circumstances. If granted, this 
should be an exception to the rule.  
  
No assignments will be accepted after the last day of the course (end of term) unless 
arrangements have been made and “approved” by the instructor at least one week in 
advance. 

Saving Work 

It is recommended that you save all of your work from this course on your own 
computer or flash drive. The capstone course you take at the end of your program may 
require you to have access to this work for culminating assignments and/or reflections. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated at any level on any assignment.  The 
reality of cyberspace has made academic dishonesty even more tempting for some, but 
be advised that technology can and will be used to help uncover those engaging in 
deception.  If you ever have a question about the legitimacy of a source or a procedure 
you are considering using, ask your instructor.  As the University Academic Council 
approved on May 29, 2003, “The penalty for plagiarism or any other form of academic 
dishonesty will be failure in the course in which the academic dishonesty occurred.  
Students who commit academic dishonesty can be dismissed from the university by the 
provost/director.”  
Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Policies section of the online course menu 
for important information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism and 
cheating, including examples and explanations of these issues. 
 
Student Handbook 
Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource 
Room on the course menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the 
student handbook online for your campus. 
 
Please see Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies. 
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Blackboard Technical Support 

The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use 
Blackboard as well as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa 
University offers technical support from 8 a.m. to midnight Central Time for all students, 
staff, and faculty at no cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact information. 
 
 

Ottawa University Mission Statement 

The mission of Ottawa University is to provide the highest quality liberal arts and professional 
education in a caring, Christ-centered community of grace which integrates faith, learning and 
life. The University serves students of traditional age, adult learners and organizations 
through undergraduate and graduate programs. 

http://www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp

