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OTTAWA ONLINE 

REL/LAS 41523 Issues in Science and Religion 
 

Course Description 
Explores scientific methodology, religious methodology and the relationship between 
these domains of inquiry. Brief survey of the historical relationship between science and 
religion (e.g., Christianity and the rise of western scientific method, the Galileo affair, 
etc.) and contemporary controversial issues such as Big Bang and evolution. 
 
This is a fully online, eight-week course.  We will not meet face-to-face at any time. 

Course Prerequisites 
None 

Course Objectives 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Identify and interpret the disciplines of science and religion and what they are 
equipped to accomplish. 

2. Examine and assess the importance of authority for understanding the debate 
between science and religion. 

3. Discuss and explain the concept of evolution and how it contributes to the topic 
of issues in science and religion. 

4. Discuss and explain the concept of creationism and how it contributes to the 
topic of issues in science and religion. 

5. Discuss and explain the concepts of theistic evolution and intelligent design and 
how they contribute to the topic of issues in science and religion. 

6. Identity and analyze the ethical dimension(s) of the relationship between science 
and religion. 

7. Appraise the need for interdependence between science and religion in today’s 
world. 

8. Apply the lessons learned in this course in addressing the issues of today’s 
world. 

Required Text 
McGrath, A.E. (2010). Science and religion: a new introduction, (2nd ed.) Hoboken, NJ: 

Wiley-Blackwell. 

ISBN: 978-1-4051-8791-6 
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Course Assignment Descriptions and Schedule At-A-Glance 
You will have several opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of 
the principles taught in this course. The primary means of evaluating your work will be 
through practical application of the material. In the event that you have difficulty 
completing any of the assignments for this course, please contact your instructor 
immediately. Please refer to the Weekly Materials section of the cyberclassroom for 
complete details regarding the activities and assignments for this course. The following 
is merely a summary. 
 
Discussion contributions (20 points per week = 160 points total)  

Initial Substantive Posts: Submit an initial response to each of the prompts 
provided each week by your instructor. Your initial post should be substantive 
(approximately ½ of a page in length) and must be posted by midnight, Central Time 
by Wednesday of each week. In your substantive post you are encouraged to use 
references (you may use your textbook); show evidence of critical thinking as it 
applies to the concepts or prompt and/or use examples of the application of the 
concepts to work and life.  Proper punctuation, grammar and correct spelling are 
expected. Please use the spell-check function.  
Required Replies: You must reply to at least two different peers per prompt.  Your 
replies should build on the concept discussed, offer a question to consider, or add a 
differing perspective, etc. Rather than responding with, "Good post," explain why the 
post is "good" (why it is important, useful, insightful, etc.). Or, if you disagree, 
respectfully share your alternative perspective. Just saying "I agree" or "Good idea" 
is not sufficient for the posts you would like graded. 
Posting Guidelines: Overall, postings must be submitted on at least two separate 
days of the week. It is strongly recommended you visit the discussion forum 
throughout the week to read and respond to your peers’ postings. You are 
encouraged to post more than the required number of replies. 
 
(Please review the Policies section of Blackboard for further details.)  

 
Exploration Essays (6 @ 70 points each = 420 points) 
For these essays, you will compose a response to an issue presented in the weekly 
materials.  You will take a look at the realms of science and religion and become familiar 
with ways in which each are opposed to one another, as well as ways in which each 
support one another. For each, you will undoubtedly interpret positions that suit your 
particular worldview, but you should stay focused on the issue at hand and support your 
claims with examples and outside resources. Each essay should be 2-3 pages long (not 
including title and reference page) and conform to APA standards, including 1-2 outside 
resources.  
Creationism Slideshow (50 points) 
For this assignment, you will create a PowerPoint presentation that explains what 
creationism is all about. Identify the main components of creationism and isolate the main 
areas for disagreement. Is creationism simply and always a religious issue, or is it also 
applicable to scientific topics? 
When you've completed the PowerPoint, you should have a basic understanding of 
creationism and what it is and is not capable of explaining. No doubt you will interpret and 
support positions that suit your particular worldview. 
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Your presentation should be 10-15 slides long. Use images and other graphics, such as 
charts or timelines, to help illustrate your points. Use the notes section to add any details 
you would verbally add when presenting your slides. Your PowerPoint should conform to 
APA standards and include a title and reference slide. 
 
Scripted Debate (125 points) 
The goal of this assignment is for you to look at this issue from different angles and weigh 
what is at stake for both sides. Even if you are firmly set in your own opinion, this provides 
you the opportunity to see the issues from the other side of the cause. 
For this assignment you will script a debate between two characters - one who supports 
the side of science, the other who supports the side of religion - on the topic of embryonic 
stem cell research. 
This debate should cover the major issues involved as seen from each viewpoint. You 
should construct questions and statements of inquiry that help to facilitate the debate 
between your characters. These questions should either be delivered by a moderator or 
presented as a heading in your script.  
The script should be 3-6 pages in length. The debate should highlight major points of 
contention, areas of agreement, and opportunities for compromise. Arguments on both 
sides should be fair and grounded with evidence and research. 
At the conclusion of your debate script, include a 3-5 paragraph summary of the 
assignment. In this summary you may include your personal take on this issue, how 
you've incorporated it into this assignment, and what you've learned about the other side 
of the debate. You should also include citations and a reference page for any resources 
that you use, either in the summary or in the debate itself. 
 
 

Week 1 
Readings • Textbook: 

- How to Use this Book  
- Chapter 1: Introducing the Dialogue Between Science and 
Religion  
- Chapter 7: Science, Religion and the Explanation of Things.   

• Articles as assigned 
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s)       Exploration Essay 1: Issues of the Debate 
For this essay, describe, in your own words, what you believe science 
and religion are all about? Isolate the areas each realm is constructed 
to address as well as the areas each realm is not equipped to 
adequately address. Your essay should include responses to the 
following questions:  

• Are both disciplines necessary for the good of humanity?  
• Should they "get along"? Why don't they?  
• Where has your prior understanding of the two realms come 

from? Media? Religious leaders? Peers? Somewhere else?  
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 70 
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Week 2 
Readings • Textbook  

- Chapter 2: Why Study History?  
- Chapter 3: Debate: Copernicus, Galileo, and the Solar 
System  
- Chapter 4: Debate: Newton, the Mechanical Universe, and 
Deism  
- Chapter 5: Debate: Darwin and the Biological Origins of 
Humanity  

• Articles as assigned 
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s)     Exploration Essay 2: Science, Religion, and Authority 
For this assignment, describe what the word authority means in relation 
to the debate between science and religion and how it is applied to the 
debate. How has this debate played out in the public forum? What are 
some arguments both for and against each realm? Gather insight from 
this week's material as well as your own research. Examine what is at 
stake for either realm and whether the debate is worth it. Who gains? 
Who suffers? Once you've completed this paper, you should have a 
basic understanding of what each realm is "fighting for." 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 70 

 
Week 3 

Readings • Textbook  
- Chapter 8: Science, Religion and Proof God's Existence.  
- Chapter 18: Richard Dawkins and Scientific Atheism: Does 
Science Deny God?  

• Articles as assigned 
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s)       Exploration Essay 3: Evolution 
For this assignment, you should define evolution and describe what it 
is all about with regard to science and religion. Identify the main 
components of evolution and isolate the main areas for disagreement 
between the two sides. In addition, your paper should address the 
following questions:  

• Is the heated debate between science and religion on the topic 
of evolution really necessary, or are people making too much 
of it?  

• Is evolution simply and always a scientific issue or is it also 
applicable to religious and/or spiritual topics?   

Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 70 
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Week 4 
Readings • Textbook:  

- Chapter 11: The Doctrine of Creation and the Natural 
Sciences  

• Articles as assigned 
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s)       Creationism Slideshow 
Create a PowerPoint presentation that explains what creationism is all 
about. Identify the main components of creationism and isolate the 
main areas for disagreement. Is creationism simply and always a 
religious issue, or is it also applicable to scientific topics?  
 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 50 

 
Week 5 

Readings • Textbook  
- Chapter 14: Natural Science and Natural Theology  

• Week 5 Lecture Notes  
• Articles 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s)       Exploration Essay 4: Theistic Evolution and Intelligent Design 

For this assignment you will define theistic evolution and intelligent 
design. In addition, your essay should address the following 
questions:  

• Are theistic evolution and intelligent design simply even 
treatments of the science and religion issue, or does one (or 
both) favor one realm over another?  

• Do these two positions help clarify the debate issue, or do they 
make it even more confusing?  

Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 70 

 
Week 6 

Readings • Textbook:  
- Chapter 15: Theoretical Anomalies in Science and Religion  

• Articles as assigned 
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s)       Exploration Essay 5: Ethics and Science – The Final Say 
For this assignment, you will explain ethics with regard to science and 
religion. Identify the main components of each position and isolate the 
main areas for disagreement. In addition, your paper should address 
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the following questions:  
• Are the ethical issues - such as stem cell research - topics for 

science, religion, or both? Who decides in the end? Should the 
battle become a political one?  

• Do science and religion help clarify ethical debates, or do they 
make them even more confusing?  

Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 70 

 
Week 7 

Readings • Textbook  
- Chapter 23: The Psychology of Religion: Exploring Religious 
Experience  
- Chapter 24: The Cognitive Science of Religion: Is Religion 
"Natural"?  

• Articles as assigned 
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Sunday 

Assignment(s)       Exploration Essay 6: The Galileo Affair – What can we learn? 
Reflect on the article for this week (Galileo Revisited) and compose a 
2-3 page essay on what lessons can be learned from the Galileo 
affair. Your paper should address the following questions:  

• Is the welfare of this world - either physical or spiritual - a topic 
for science or religion, or both?  

• Who decides in the end? Should the battle become a political 
one?  

• What are some current issues that could benefit from the 
lessons of the Galileo affair?  

Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 70 

 
Week 8 

Readings • Articles as assigned 
Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 

• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 
on Saturday 

Assignment(s)       Debate Script 
Using the case study and articles from this week, as well as any 
independent research the corresponding questions, script a debate 
between two characters - one who supports the side of science, the 
other who supports the side of religion - on the topic of embryonic 
stem cell research.  
Due: Saturday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 125 

* All online weeks run from Monday to Sunday, except the last week, which ends on Saturday. 
** All assignments are due at midnight Central Time.  (All submissions to the Blackboard system are 
date/time stamped in Central Time). 
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Assignments At-A-Glance 
Assignment/Activity Qty. Points Total Points 

Weeks 1-8: Discussion* - 20      
per week 160 

Week 1: Exploration Essay 1 1 70 70 
Week 2: Exploration Essay 2 1 70 70 
Week 3: Exploration Essay 3 1 70 70 
Week 4: Creationism Slideshow 1 50 50 
Week 5: Exploration Essay 4 1 70 70 
Week 6: Exploration Essay 5 1 70 70 
Week 7: Exploration Essay 6 1 70 70 
Week 8:  Debate Script 1 125 125 
TOTAL POINTS   755 
*Please refer to the Policies menu for more information about requirements for Discussions. 

Grading Scale 
Grade Percentage Points 

A 90 to 100% 680-755 
B 80 to 89% 604-679 
C 70 to 79% 529-608 
D 60 to 69% 453-528 
F < 60% < 452 

To access your scores, click on Grades in the Student Tools area in Blackboard. 

Important Policies 
All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out here in this syllabus.  
However, additional university policies are located in the Policies section of Blackboard.  
You are responsible for reading and understanding all of these policies.  All of them are 
important.  Failure to understand or abide by them could have negative consequences 
for your experience in this course. 

Editorial Format for Written Papers 
All written assignments are to follow the APA writing style guidelines for grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation.  This online course includes information regarding the APA 
style under “Writing and Research Resources” in the Resource Room on the course 
menu in Blackboard. 

Ottawa Online Late Policy 
With instructor approval, assignments may be accepted for up to one week after the due 
date, but a minimum automatic deduction of 10% of the points will be assessed.  The 
instructor also has the option of increasing this deduction percentage up to a maximum 
of 20%. Extenuating circumstances may be determined on rare occasions and an 
extension allowed without a deduction, but only at the sole discretion of the instructor.  
  
Discussion board postings will not be accepted for credit when posted after the close of 
the discussion week. There are no exceptions to this rule; however, solely at the 
discretion of the instructor, the student may be allowed to submit an alternative 
assignment to make up for the points under extenuating circumstances. If granted, this 
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should be an exception to the rule.  
  
No assignments will be accepted after the last day of the course (end of term) unless 
arrangements have been made and “approved” by the instructor at least one week in 
advance. 

Saving Work 
It is recommended that you save all of your work from this course on your own 
computer or flash drive. The capstone course you take at the end of your program may 
require you to have access to this work for culminating assignments and/or reflections. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated at any level on any assignment.  The 
reality of cyberspace has made academic dishonesty even more tempting for some, but 
be advised that technology can and will be used to help uncover those engaging in 
deception.  If you ever have a question about the legitimacy of a source or a procedure 
you are considering using, ask your instructor.  As the University Academic Council 
approved on May 29, 2003, “The penalty for plagiarism or any other form of academic 
dishonesty will be failure in the course in which the academic dishonesty occurred.  
Students who commit academic dishonesty can be dismissed from the university by the 
provost/director.”  
Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Policies section of the online course menu 
for important information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism and 
cheating, including examples and explanations of these issues. 
 
Student Handbook 
Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource 
Room on the course menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the 
student handbook online for your campus. 
 
Please see Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies. 

Blackboard Technical Support 
The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use 
Blackboard as well as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa 
University offers technical support from 8 a.m. to midnight Central Time for all students, 
staff, and faculty at no cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact information. 
 
Ottawa University’s Mission 
The mission of Ottawa University is to provide the highest quality liberal arts and 
professional education in a caring, Christ-centered community of grace which integrates 
faith, learning and life. The University serves students of traditional age, adult learners 
and organizations through undergraduate and graduate programs. 
 


