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OTTAWA ONLINE 

REL-44823 The Life and Thought of Paul 
 

Course Description 
Examines the life of Paul in relation to his career and his epistles. 
This is a fully online, eight-week course.  We will not meet face-to-face at any time. 

Course Prerequisites 
None 

Course Objectives 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Compare and contrast the life of Paul before and after conversion. 
2. Record a historical survey of the character, journey, and letters of Paul. 
3. Survey the Apostle's methods of missionary work. 
4. Illustrate Paul’s major theological themes found in his New Testament 

epistles. 
5. Evaluate the ways in which Paul was instrumental in spreading the gospel. 
6. Interpret how the doctrines of Paul should be utilized today. 

Required Text 
Horrell, D.G. (2006). An introduction to the study of Paul (2nd ed.). New York, NY: T&T 

Clark International. 
 
ISBN: 9780567040831 

Course Assignment Descriptions and Schedule At-A-Glance 
You will have several opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of 
the principles taught in this course. The primary means of evaluating your work will be 
through practical application of the material. In the event that you have difficulty 
completing any of the assignments for this course, please contact your instructor 
immediately. Please refer to the Weekly Materials section of the cyberclassroom for 
complete details regarding the activities and assignments for this course. The following 
is merely a summary. 
 
Discussion contributions (160 points)  
(six postings per week @ 20 points per week) 

Initial Substantive Posts: Submit an initial response to each of the prompts 
provided each week by your instructor. Your initial post should be substantive 
(approximately ½ of a page in length) and must be posted by midnight, Central Time 
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by Wednesday of each week. In your substantive post you are encouraged to use 
references (you may use your textbook); show evidence of critical thinking as it 
applies to the concepts or prompt and/or use examples of the application of the 
concepts to work and life.  Proper punctuation, grammar and correct spelling are 
expected. Please use the spell-check function.  
Required Replies: You must reply to at least two different peers per prompt.  Your 
replies should build on the concept discussed, offer a question to consider, or add a 
differing perspective, etc. Rather than responding with, "Good post," explain why the 
post is "good" (why it is important, useful, insightful, etc.). Or, if you disagree, 
respectfully share your alternative perspective. Just saying "I agree" or "Good idea" 
is not sufficient for the posts you would like graded. 
Posting Guidelines: Overall, postings must be submitted on at least two separate 
days of the week. It is strongly recommended you visit the discussion forum 
throughout the week to read and respond to your peers’ postings. You are 
encouraged to post more than the required number of replies. 
 
(Please review the Policies section of Blackboard for further details.)  

 
Week 1 

Readings From your textbook:  
• Chapter 3: Paul's Life: Before and After His Encounter with 

Christ  
From the Bible (provided in suggested reading order):  

• Galatians 1:11-24  
• Acts 9:1-30  
• Philippians 3  
• Acts 22:3-21  
• Acts 26:9-23  

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s)          The City of Tarsus  

 
After reviewing the readings, web resources, and videos for this week, 
you will be writing a 2-3 page essay on how the city Paul came from 
relates to his life. Answer the following questions in your essay:  

• What was the city of Tarsus like during the time of Paul?  
• How has this region changed since the days of Paul? Is it 

similar today as it was then, or has it become significantly 
different?  

• What factors of being born in Tarsus and raised in Jerusalem 
would have been prominent components that shaped Saul into 
becoming the man who was so passionate about destroying 
Christians?  

 
Your essay should include the following:  

• A title page in APA format (an abstract is not required)  
• 2-3 pages of text besides the title page and reference page  
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• Citations and references in APA format for all sources used, 
including the links and/or videos provided in this lesson, as well 
as your textbook  

• An introduction describing the main idea of your paper and 
providing a brief summary of the points to be discussed  

• A conclusion reviewing the main ideas and bringing the paper 
to a close  

 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT  
Points Possible: 40  

  
 

Week 2 
Readings From your textbook:  

• Chapter 3: Paul's Life: Before and After His Encounter with 
Christ (review this chapter, focusing on pages 32-43)  

From the Bible (provided in suggested reading order):  
• Acts 13-14  
• Acts 15:36-18:22  
• Acts 18:23-20:38  

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s)       Paul’s Missionary Journeys 

 
After reviewing the readings, web resources, and videos for this week, 
you will be writing a 2-3 page essay on one of Paul's missionary 
journeys. You can choose which of his three journeys you would like 
to write about. Answer the following questions in your essay:  

• What was the culture like in the area that Paul visited?  
• How has the culture changed since Paul's day?  
• Has Paul's missionary endeavor left a lasting mark on the 

culture? Why or why not?  
• Why do you think that Paul chose to do ministry in this place?  
• What were some of the main ideas he was trying to get across 

to the people during his ministry there? (Be sure to cite specific 
passages of Scripture to support your ideas for this question.)  

 
Your essay should include the following:  

• A title page in APA format (an abstract is not required)  
• 2-3 pages of text besides the title page and reference page  
• Citations and references in APA format for all sources used, 

including the links and/or videos provided in this lesson, as well 
as your textbook  

• An introduction describing the main idea of your paper and 
providing a brief summary of the points to be discussed  

• A conclusion reviewing the main ideas and bringing the paper 
to a close  
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Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT  
Points Possible: 40  

 
Week 3 

Readings From your textbook:  
• Chapter 4: Paul the Letter-Writer  

From the Bible (provided in suggested reading order):  
• 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5  
• 1 Corinthians 1:1-9  
• Galatians 1.1-10  
• The book of Romans  

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s)            Paul's Letters  

 
Choose one of Paul's letters, and read the entire letter (book) in one 
sitting to see how it flows together as a letter that was not originally 
separated by chapter and verse. Then write a 2-3 page essay in 
response to this letter. In your essay, be sure to cite Scripture to 
support your ideas, however, you may or may not need additional 
scholarly sources since much of this essay is your opinion.  
 
Answer the following questions in your essay:  

• What do you like about Paul's writing in this letter (content 
and/or writing style)?  

• What do you dislike?  
• In what areas would you have liked the Apostle Paul to go into 

further detail?  
• What questions or issues were raised for you in reading this 

letter?  
• Were there any passages that you found particularly troubling? 

Why or why not?  
 
Your essay should include the following:  

• A title page in APA format (an abstract is not required)  
• 2-3 pages of text besides the title page and reference page  
• Citations and references in APA format for all sources used, 

including the links and/or videos provided in this lesson, as well 
as your textbook (if any outside sources are used)  

• An introduction describing the main idea of your paper and 
providing a brief summary of the points to be discussed  

• A conclusion reviewing the main ideas and bringing the paper 
to a close  

 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 40 
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Week 4 

Readings From your textbook:  
• Chapter 1: Introduction - Paul the Man-Mountain  
• Chapter 4: Paul the Letter-Writer (re-read pages 57-60)  

From the Bible (provided in suggested reading order):  
• 1 Corinthians 15:1-11  
• 1 Corinthians 15:20-28  
• Romans 5:12-21  
• Romans 8:18-25  

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s)  Article Review  

 
This review will be on the article provided in this week's Learning 
Content section, entitled Reading Paul, Thinking Scripture by N.T. 
Wright. Keep in mind, this article is actually a section of an entire 
book, not just a free-standing article.  
 
In your 2-3 page review, answer the following:  

• Provide some brief background on the author of this article (no 
more than ½ page). 

• Discuss the main point or argument the author is making in this 
article. What question is he trying to answer? Or what point is 
he trying to defend or refute? 

• How well does the article defend or refute this point?  
• Choose one or a few points to discuss about this article/section 

of the book. What worked well for you? What did you find form 
the article that was confusing or that you thought could have 
been written more effectively?  

 
Your essay should include the following:  

• A title page in APA format (an abstract is not required)  
• 2-3 pages of text besides the title page and reference page  
• Citations and references in APA format for all sources used, 

including the article/book section being reviewed  
• An introduction describing the main idea of your paper and 

providing a brief summary of the points to be discussed  
• A conclusion reviewing the main ideas and bringing the paper 

to a close  
 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 40 

 
Week 5 

Readings From your textbook:  
• Chapter 5: Paul the Theologian - The Central Elements of 
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Paul's Gospel  
 
From the Bible (provided in suggested reading order):  

• Romans 3:21-26  
• Romans 5:12-21  
• Romans 6:1-11  
• Romans 9:1-5  
• 1 Corinthians 8:1-6  
• 1 Corinthians 12  
• 1 Corinthians 15:1-11  
• 1 Corinthians 15:45-49  
• 2 Corinthians 5:16-21  
• Philippians 2:1-10  
• Colossians 1:15-20  
• Galatians 3:15-18, 23-29  

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s)  Major Themes of Paul  

 
This week you will write a 2-3 page paper discussing the meaning of 
two (2) major themes of Paul which include: righteousness, 
reconciliation, grace, justification, sanctification, redemption, cosmos, 
and the cross (other themes may be considered with prior approval 
from your instructor). This paper should be written as if you were 
trying to explain one of Paul's themes to either a parishioner or an un-
churched person.  
 
Use an inductive model in your paper, which includes the following 
components:  

• Observation - What do you observe in Paul's writing that 
relates to these themes? Be sure to reference specific 
Scriptures.  

• Interpretation - How do you interpret these verses in reference 
to these themes? What do these verses mean, and what do 
they show that Paul is saying in regards to the themes?  

• Application - How can the intended audience (either church 
parishioners, people who do not attend church, or both) apply 
what Paul says about these themes to their lives?  

 
Your essay should include the following:  

• A title page in APA format (an abstract is not required)  
• 2-3 pages of text besides the title page and reference page  
• Citations and references in APA format for all sources used  
• An introduction describing the main idea of your paper and 

providing a brief summary of the points to be discussed  
• A conclusion reviewing the main ideas and bringing the paper 

to a close  
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Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 40 

 
Week 6 

Readings From your textbook:  
• Chapter 6: Paul, Israel, and the Jewish Law  

From the Bible (provided in suggested reading order):  
• Philippians 3:2-11  
• Romans 4:1-8  
• Romans 9-11  
• 1 Thessalonians 2:13-16  

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s)  Write a Pauline Letter  

 
This week you will write a 2-3 page letter from Paul addressing an 
issue that could be facing Christians today. Imagine that Paul was 
able to write a letter to help today's church just like the churches he 
wanted to help and provide guidance for during his day. Choose one 
specific issue and show how Paul would respond to it, who he would 
address the letter to, and what he would suggest for the church. Your 
letter should include the parts of a typical Pauline letter but relate to a 
modern audience.  
 
You do not need to utilize outside sources for this assignment, other 
than the Bible, however, you should include quotes from Paul's letters 
in the Bible to support what you think Paul would say. Be sure to cite 
what chapter and verse your quotes came from and put them in 
quotation marks to show they are Paul's words from Scripture.   
 
Your letter should include the following:  

• A title page in APA format (an abstract is not required)  
• 2-3 pages of text besides the title page  
• All parts of a typical Pauline letter (including the greeting and 

closing)  
 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 40 

 
Week 7 

Readings From your textbook:  
• Chapter 7: New Approaches to the Study of Paul: Social-

scientific and Feminist Interpretation  
From the Bible (provided in suggested reading order):  

• Galatians 3:28  
• Romans 16  
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• 1 Corinthians 11:2-16  
• 1 Corinthians 14:34-35  
• Ephesians 5:21-6:9  
• 1 Timothy 2:9-15  

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s)  Bible Study Guide  

 
This week you will write a 3-4 page guide for teaching a small group 
Bible study on a Bible passage in which Paul deals with either (a) the 
role of women in the church or (b) leadership in the church. Include 
the following in your study guide:  

• The learning objectives for the study (What do you want 
participants to know or be able to do after completing the Bible 
study?)  

• The context of the passage (What was going on in the culture 
and time period when Paul wrote this passage?)  

• What questions would you ask during the study?  
• What are some expected answers or points you would want to 

make sure the group brings up and discusses during the 
study? Be sure to describe these points for each question you 
indicated you would ask during the study.  

• An application section where you describe how you would help 
participants apply the principles in this passage to their lives 
today.  

 
Your guide should include the following:  

• A title page in APA format  
• 3-4 pages of text besides the title page  
• References and citations in APA format for at least two 

scholarly sources in addition to your textbook, if you choose to 
use it as a source  

 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 50 

 
Week 8 

Readings From your textbook:  
• Chapter 8: Paul's Legacy in the New Testament and Beyond  
• Chapter 9: Coming Full Circle: Why Study Paul Today?  

From the Bible (provided in suggested reading order):  
• Romans 6:5  
• Colossians 2:12  
• 1 Corinthians 7:39-40  
• 1 Timothy 5:14  
• 2 Timothy 4:9-21  
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Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Saturday 
Assignment(s)  Presentation Applying Paul's Ideas  

 
This week you will create an 8-12 slide PowerPoint presentation 
describing the most important components of Paul's writings that you 
would want to apply to your own life and encourage others to apply to 
theirs. This presentation should be designed as if it were going to be 
presented to a group of people, possibly in a church or small group 
setting, describing how the ideas from Paul's writings can be applied in 
our modern everyday lives.  
 
You do not need to focus on all of Paul's ideas because that would be 
too much for one presentation. Choose a few concepts you think are 
most applicable to life today or ones that are most important to you, 
personally. Your presentation should provide references to specific 
Scriptures, as well as practical ideas as to how these Scriptures relate 
today to individuals, families, friendships, the workplace, leadership, 
personal relationship with God, or any other applications you think of.  
 
The content of each slide should be what you would want to show to the 
audience during the presentation. You also need to use the "Notes" 
section in PowerPoint to provide additional information regarding what 
you would say during the presentation; describe how you would expand 
upon the bulleted notes, examples, and/or images in the content of the 
slide. Include citations and references for all sources used, including 
your textbook. Some of the citations may be in the content of the slides 
and some may just be in the notes section. For example, if you put a 
direct quote or paraphrased idea from an outside source on a slide, you 
should put the citation on the slide, itself. If you would be using the 
ideas from a source in what you would say during the presentation 
(which would go in the notes section), then your citation may just be in 
the notes instead of the slide. Your references should go on a final slide 
at the end of presentation.  
 
Your guide should include the following:  

• A title slide  
• A reference slide in APA format  
• 8-12 slides besides the title and reference slides with content in 

each slide and in the notes section  
• Citations for all sources used  
• Appropriate and readable fonts and colors  
• A consistent theme (colors, slide themes, etc.)  

 
Due: Saturday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 50 

* All online weeks run from Monday to Sunday, except the last week, which ends on Saturday. 
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** All assignments are due at midnight Central Time.  (All submissions to the Blackboard system are 
date/time stamped in Central Time). 

Assignments At-A-Glance 
Assignment/Activity Qty. Points Total Points 

Weeks 1-8: Discussion* - 20      
per week 160 

Week 1: The City of Tarsus 1 40 40 
Week 2: Paul’s Missionary Journeys 1 40 40 
Week 3: Paul’s Letters 1 40 40 
Week 4: Article Review 1 40 40 
Week 5: Major Themes of Paul 1 40 40 
Week 6: Write a Pauline Letter 1 40 40 
Week 7: Bible Study Guide 1 50 50 
Week 8: Presentation Applying Paul’s Ideas 1 50 50 
TOTAL POINTS   500 
*Please refer to the Policies menu for more information about requirements for Discussions. 

Grading Scale 
Grade Percentage Points 

A 90 to 100% 450-500 
B 80 to 89% 400-449 
C 70 to 79% 350-399 
D 60 to 69% 300-349 
F < 60% < 300 

To access your scores, click on Grades in the Student Tools area in Blackboard. 

Important Policies 
All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out here in this syllabus.  
However, additional university policies are located in the Policies section of Blackboard.  
You are responsible for reading and understanding all of these policies.  All of them are 
important.  Failure to understand or abide by them could have negative consequences 
for your experience in this course. 

Editorial Format for Written Papers 
All written assignments are to follow the APA writing style guidelines for grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation.  This online course includes information regarding the APA 
style under “Writing and Research Resources” in the Resource Room on the course 
menu in Blackboard. 

Ottawa Online Late Policy 
With instructor approval, assignments may be accepted for up to one week after the due 
date, but a minimum automatic deduction of 10% of the points will be assessed.  The 
instructor also has the option of increasing this deduction percentage up to a maximum 
of 20%. Extenuating circumstances may be determined on rare occasions and an 
extension allowed without a deduction, but only at the sole discretion of the instructor.  
  
Discussion board postings will not be accepted for credit when posted after the close of 
the discussion week. There are no exceptions to this rule; however, solely at the 
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discretion of the instructor, the student may be allowed to submit an alternative 
assignment to make up for the points under extenuating circumstances. If granted, this 
should be an exception to the rule.  
  
No assignments will be accepted after the last day of the course (end of term) unless 
arrangements have been made and “approved” by the instructor at least one week in 
advance. 

Saving Work 
It is recommended that you save all of your work from this course on your own 
computer or flash drive. The capstone course you take at the end of your program may 
require you to have access to this work for culminating assignments and/or reflections. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated at any level on any assignment.  The 
reality of cyberspace has made academic dishonesty even more tempting for some, but 
be advised that technology can and will be used to help uncover those engaging in 
deception.  If you ever have a question about the legitimacy of a source or a procedure 
you are considering using, ask your instructor.  As the University Academic Council 
approved on May 29, 2003, “The penalty for plagiarism or any other form of academic 
dishonesty will be failure in the course in which the academic dishonesty occurred.  
Students who commit academic dishonesty can be dismissed from the university by the 
provost/director.”  
Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Policies section of the online course menu 
for important information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism and 
cheating, including examples and explanations of these issues. 
 
Student Handbook 
Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource 
Room on the course menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the 
student handbook online for your campus. 
 
Please see Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies. 

Blackboard Technical Support 
The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use 
Blackboard as well as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa 
University offers technical support from 8 a.m. to midnight Central Time for all students, 
staff, and faculty at no cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact information. 
 
Ottawa University Mission Statement 
The mission of Ottawa University is to provide the highest quality liberal arts and professional 
education in a caring, Christ-centered community of grace which integrates faith, learning and 
life. The University serves students of traditional age, adult learners and organizations 
through undergraduate and graduate programs. 

 


