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OTTAWA ONLINE 
SOC-10453 Introduction to Sociology 

  
Course Description 
Introduces theory and method in social sciences as they relate to key concepts in the 
field of sociology including socialization, culture, status, stratification, conflict, and 
change. 
This is a fully online, eight-week course.  We will not meet face-to-face at any time. 

Course Prerequisites 
None 

Course Objectives 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

• Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• Define sociology.  Explain the basic components of the sociological perspective 

and be able to apply the sociological perspective within various theoretical 
paradigms.  

• Develop an understanding of the basics of sociological research and the 
corresponding terminology. 

• Identify the components of culture and provide an example for each. 
• Develop an understanding of multiculturalism and the importance of a global 

perspective. 
• Define socialization and identify the major agents of socialization. Describe the 

effects the agents of socialization have on an individual’s life experiences. 
• Analyze human sexuality from both a biological and cultural perspective. 
• Define deviance and explain how deviance can be viewed as a product of 

society.  Analyze the role and impact deviance has on society. 
• Define social stratification. Identify and explain the four basic principles of social 

stratification. 
• Explain the role and impact of general and global stratification within society. 
• Explain the difference between the biological concept and cultural concept of 

race. 
• Differentiate between stereotypes, racism, prejudice, and discrimination. 
• Define social change. Identify and examine the four causes of social change.   

Required Text 
Macionis, J.J. (2011). Society the basics (11th ed.), Upper Saddle River, NJ: 
 Prentice Hall. 
ISBN:  979-0205003784 
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Course Assignment Descriptions and Schedule At-A-Glance 
You will have several opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of 
the principles taught in this course. The primary means of evaluating your work will be 
through practical application of the material. In the event that you have difficulty 
completing any of the assignments for this course, please contact your instructor 
immediately. Please refer to the Weekly Materials section of the cyberclassroom for 
complete details regarding the activities and assignments for this course. The following 
is merely a summary. 
 
Discussion contributions (160 points)  
(three postings per week @ 20 points per week) 

Initial Substantive Posts: Submit an initial response to each of the prompts 
provided each week by your instructor. Your initial post should be substantive 
(approximately ½ of a page in length) and must be posted by midnight, Central Time 
by Wednesday of each week. In your substantive post you are encouraged to use 
references (you may use your textbook); show evidence of critical thinking as it 
applies to the concepts or prompt and/or use examples of the application of the 
concepts to work and life.  Proper punctuation, grammar and correct spelling are 
expected. Please use the spell-check function. 
Required Replies: You must reply to at least two different peers per prompt.  Your 
replies should build on the concept discussed, offer a question to consider, or add a 
differing perspective, etc. Rather than responding with, "Good post," explain why the 
post is "good" (why it is important, useful, insightful, etc.). Or, if you disagree, 
respectfully share your alternative perspective. Just saying "I agree" or "Good idea" 
is not sufficient for the posts you would like graded. 
Posting Guidelines: Overall, postings must be submitted on at least two separate 
days of the week. It is strongly recommended you visit the discussion forum 
throughout the week to read and respond to your peers’ postings. You are 
encouraged to post more than the required number of replies. 
 
(Please review the Policies section of Blackboard for further details.)  

 
Application Exercises (5 @ 30 points = 150 points):  
Students will complete various exercises that require the application of key concepts 
presented throughout this course.  These will be written assignments to be completed in 
APA format.  Full details for each Application Exercise are given in the Weekly Materials 
available in the Blackboard classroom for this course. 
 
Web and Content Reviews  (2 @ 30 points = 60 points): 
Students will review content from the Internet and other sources and provide feedback 
utilizing sociological concepts presented throughout this course. Full details for each 
Web or Content Review are given in the Weekly Materials available in the Blackboard 
classroom for this course.
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Final Project: Sociological Journal Article Analysis (150 points total) 
For this assignment, you will provide a critical review and analysis of a journal article on 
a chosen topic in the field of sociology.  The final draft should be 4 – 5 pages and will be 
due in week 8 of the course. 
The first step in this process is to select a peer-reviewed journal article on a topic of 
sociology that interests you. The article chosen must not just be a summary of prior 
research on your topic.  It must be an actual study that was conducted and a methods 
and data collection section must be included in the article.  An excellent resource to use 
is the SocIndex found in Ottawa University Library databases.  Full text and peer-
reviewed articles on almost any subject matter of sociology can be found here.   

 
The completion of this project will take place in the following steps: 

• Week 3: Article Selection (20 points) 
• Week 5: Outline and Resources (30 points) 
• Week 8: Final paper (100 points) 

 
 

 
Week 1 

Readings • Chapter 1: Sociology: Perspective, Theory, and Method  
• Week 1 Lecture Notes & Article(s) 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Web Review: Applied Sociology 

Go to the following web site: http://www.appliedsoc.org/ 
Read the introductory page that discusses society on the micro, meso, 
and macro level.   At the bottom of the page under the section entitled 
"Topics", choose one of the following articles to review: Applied 
Sociology Sociology and Your Family Sociology and the Internet After 
reading the article, in 2-3 pages complete the following: 
Provide a brief summary of the article. 
Explain how the article findings can be applied to your own life situation. 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 30 

 
Week 2 

Readings • Chapter 2: Culture 
• Week 2 Lecture Notes & Article(s) 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Application Exercise: Maynard Institute Newsroom Diversity 

Game 
This assignment is an interactive exercise where you take on the role 
of an editor of a mid-sized newspaper.   Your goal is to increase 
diversity staffing and improve the newspaper content coverage.   You 
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do this by making a variety of policies and strategic decisions based 
on the scenarios provided to you.  
Instructions:  

1. Go to: http://mije.org/diversitygame?gclid=CNa-
1tj5gKgCFQli2godQiU6rA  

2. Read the section entitled "Are You Up for the Challenge?"  
3. Scroll down to the bottom of the page and find the section 

entitled "Choose from three levels of difficulty".  
4. Click on Level 1 and follow the interactive instructions given. At 

the end of the exercise, record your percentage earned, which 
is the final result of the exercise. Repeat these steps by 
clicking on level 2, and then level 3. Record your final results 
for each level.  

After completing the exercises, in 2-3 pages answer the following 
questions:  

• What were your final results from level 1, level 2, and level 3?   
How did you feel when you saw your results?   Explain why 
you felt the way you did.  

• In your view, what were the strengths and weaknesses of this 
exercise?  

• One goal of the exercise was to take a look at diversity in the 
workplace.   Do you think this is a major issue that must be 
addressed in the United States?   Why or why not?   Explain.  

• What recommendations could you offer to increase diversity 
and respect in the workplace?  

• Feel free to offer any other comments or insights that you have 
on this topic.  

• If any outside sources are used to answer these questions, be 
sure to cite your sources using APA format.  

Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 30 

 
Week 3 

Readings • Chapter 3: Socialization - From Infancy to Old Age  
• Chapter 4: Social Interaction in Everyday Life  
• Week 3 Lecture Notes & Article(s) 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Web Review: Parenting Styles and Its Correlates  

Go to: 
http://www.athealth.com/Practitioner/ceduc/parentingstyles.html  
Read the content entitled "Parenting Styles and Its Correlates". In two 
to three pages, complete the following:  

• Provide in your own words a brief summary of the content 
presented.  

• What aspects of the article do you identify and agree with?   
What claims do you disagree with or question?   Explain your 
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perspective for each question.  
• Provide any insights or thoughts you have on this topic.  

Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 30 
 
Final Project: Sociological Journal Article Selection  
For this assignment, you will provide a critical review and analysis of a 
journal article on a chosen topic in the field of sociology. The final 
draft will be due in week 8 of the course.  
The first step in this process is to select a peer-reviewed journal 
article on a topic of sociology that interests you. You may want to 
review the table of contents of your textbook or do web searches for 
some ideas. The article chosen must not just be a summary of prior 
research on your topic. It must be an actual study that was conducted 
and a methods and data collection section must be included in the 
article. An excellent resource to use is the SocIndex found in Ottawa 
University Library databases. Full text and peer reviewed articles on 
almost any subject matter of sociology can be found here.    
Once you select the article, complete the following:  
In 1-2 paragraphs, in your own words, provide a summary of the 
ariticle. In one to two paragraphs, explain why you picked the topic 
and the article.  
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT  
Points possible: 20  

 
Week 4 

Readings • Chapter 6: Sexuality and Society 
• Week 6 Lecture Notes and Article(s) 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Application Exercise: Advertising and Women's Body Image 

Watch the videos provided in the weekly materials and then Search the 
web for an advertisement for a company that uses a woman to try and 
sell the product.   Take note of the web site link.  
Compose a two to four page essay that answers the following 
questions:  

• When watching the video clips on "Killing Us Softly", what 
stood out for you?                     

• Do you agree or disagree with the claims made by Dr. 
Kilbourne?  Explain.   

• Provide the web site link for your advertisement. What is the 
product being promoted? Describe how the woman is being 
used to sell the product?   Does the advertisement portray 
women in a positive or negative way?   Explain.  

• In your estimation, how are women portrayed in advertising, 
media, and movies? What implications, if any, does this have 
for larger society? Support your position.  
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• Provide any other insights or thoughts on this topic.  
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 30 

 
Week 5 

Readings • Chapter 7: Deviance 
• Week 5 Lecture Notes and Article(s) 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Assignment Title 

Application Exercise: Hate Crime Laws: Do They Punish Actions or 
Attitudes? 
Go to page 186 of your course text and find the section entitled "Hate 
Crimes: Do They Punish Actions or Attitudes?". Read the information 
provided and answer questions all three questions listed under the 
"What Do You Think?" section. 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points possible: 30 
 
Final Project: Outline and Resources 
Using the sociology journal article you selected in week 3, create a 1-2 
page outline for your final project. The outline should cover the overall 
structure of your project and include organized details pertaining to your 
major points. You should also include 3-5 resources you intend to use in 
your final paper. These resources should be from scholarly sources. 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points possible: 30 

 
Week 6 

Readings • Chapter 8: Social Stratification 
• Chapter 9: Global Stratification 
• Chapter 10: Gender Stratification 
• Week 6 Lecture Notes & Article(s) 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Application Excercise: Gender Roles 

The BEM Sex-Role Inventory is a checklist completed by the participant 
with the goal of trying to determine how masculine or feminine an 
individual is.   Click on the following link to access the BEM Sex-Role 
Inventory: http://rd049.k12.sd.us/BEM.htm 
Cut and paste the BEM Sex-Role Inventory into a Word document. 
Follow the instructions indicated on the inventory and tally your results. 
After completed the inventory and recording your results, in 2-3 pages 
answer the following questions: 

1. What were the results of your sex-role inventory? 
2. Do you agree or disagree with your results?   
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3. Explain why or why not.What are the strengths and weaknesses 
of this inventory? 

4. From your perspective, list five words that would be considered 
"feminine" and five words that would be considered "masculine" 
in nature.   What influences you to consider each of these words 
as either masculine or feminine? 

5. Do you think contemporary society should concern itself with 
what is considered feminine and what is considered masculine or 
just focus on equality between the sexes?   Explain your 
perspective. 

6. Provide any other thoughts or insights you have on the gender or 
gender stratification. 

Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 30 

 
Week 7 

Readings • Chapter 11: Race and Ethnicity 
• Week 7 Lecture Notes and Article(s) 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Sunday 
Assignment(s) Application Exercise: Affirmative Action 

In Chapter 11 of the text, turn to pages 322 and 323. Read the section 
entitled "Controversy and Debate". Answer the questions provided 
under the What Do You Think? section. Each answer should be 2-3 
paragraphs in length and should include references and citations when 
necessary. 
Due: Sunday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 30 

 
Week 8 

Readings • Chapter 16: Modern and Postmodern Societies 
• Week 8 Lecture Notes and Article(s) 

Discussion • Initial post to each prompt due by midnight, CT on Wednesday 
• At least two replies to peers for each prompt due by midnight, CT 

on Saturday 
Assignment(s) Final Project: Sociological Journal Article Analysis 

For the final assignment of this course, you will provide a critical review 
and analysis of a journal article on a chosen topic in the field of 
sociology. The final draft should be 4 – 5 pages and will be due in week 
8 of the course. The first step in this process is to select a peer-
reviewed journal article on a topic of sociology that interests you. The 
article chosen must not just be a summary of prior research on your 
topic. It must be an actual study that was conducted and a methods and 
data collection section must be included in the article. An excellent 
resource to use is the SocIndex found in the databases at Myers Library 
Online. Full text of scholarly and peer-reviewed articles on almost any 
subject related to sociology can be found here. In addition to this article, 
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you will support your ideas and points with 3-5 scholarly resources. 
This written project should include the following components: 

• Identify and describe the sociological theory or theoretical 
perspective the author or authors are writing from. If not writing 
from one of the traditional sociological theories, you may have to 
conduct some research on the paradigm used. Provide at least 
four pieces of evidence from the article that demonstrates a 
particular sociological theory or perspective is being utilized. 

• In your own words, identify the hypothesis of the study. 
• Data Collection and Methodology 

o Describe how the research was conducted and how the 
data was collected.. 

o Identify the type of research design that was utilized in the 
study. For example, were surveys, participant 
observation, experiments, or any other methods utilized? 

o Describe the strengths and weaknesses of the research 
design. 

o Is the study qualitative or quantitative in nature? 
o What were the results of the study? 
o In your estimation, are the results of the study valid? Are 

the results reliable? Why or why not? 
• Conclusions: 

o What are the main conclusions drawn from the research? 
o In your estimation, are the conclusions supported by the 

research conducted? Why or why not? 
• Analysis: 

o Do you agree or disagree with the conclusions of the 
study? Explain. 

o What are the strengths and weaknesses of the study? 
o What steps can be taken to make the study more valid 

and reliable? 
o In at least three full paragraphs, provide your analysis and 

any insights that you have on the topic of your study. 
Due: Saturday at Midnight, CT 
Points Possible: 100 

* All online weeks run from Monday to Sunday, except the last week, which ends on Saturday. 
** All assignments are due at midnight Central Time.  (All submissions to the Blackboard system are 
date/time stamped in Central Time). 

Assignments At-A-Glance 
Assignment/Activity Qty. Points Total Points 

Weeks 1-8: Discussion* - 20      
per week 160 

Weeks 1 & 3: Web Review 2 30 60 
Weeks 2, 4, 5, 6, 7: Application Exercise 5 30 150 
Week 3:  Final Project Article Selection 1 20 20 
Week 5: Final Project Outline and Resources 1 30 30 
Week 8: Final Project 1 100 100 
TOTAL POINTS   520 
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*Please refer to the Policies menu for more information about requirements for Discussions. 

Grading Scale 
Grade Percentage Points 

A 90 to 100% 468-520 
B 80 to 89% 416-467 
C 70 to 79% 364-415 
D 60 to 69% 312-363 
F < 60% < 311 

To access your scores, click on Grades in the Student Tools area in Blackboard. 

Important Policies 
All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out here in this syllabus.  
However, additional university policies are located in the Policies section of Blackboard.  
You are responsible for reading and understanding all of these policies.  All of them are 
important.  Failure to understand or abide by them could have negative consequences 
for your experience in this course. 

Editorial Format for Written Papers 
All written assignments are to follow the APA writing style guidelines for grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation.  This online course includes information regarding the APA 
style under “Writing and Research Resources” in the Resource Room on the course 
menu in Blackboard. 

Ottawa Online Late Policy 
With instructor approval, assignments may be accepted for up to one week after the due 
date, but a minimum automatic deduction of 10% of the points will be assessed.  The 
instructor also has the option of increasing this deduction percentage up to a maximum 
of 20%. Extenuating circumstances may be determined on rare occasions and an 
extension allowed without a deduction, but only at the sole discretion of the instructor.  
  
Discussion board postings will not be accepted for credit when posted after the close of 
the discussion week. There are no exceptions to this rule; however, solely at the 
discretion of the instructor, the student may be allowed to submit an alternative 
assignment to make up for the points under extenuating circumstances. If granted, this 
should be an exception to the rule.  
  
No assignments will be accepted after the last day of the course (end of term) unless 
arrangements have been made and “approved” by the instructor at least one week in 
advance. 

Saving Work 
It is recommended that you save all of your work from this course on your own 
computer or flash drive. The capstone course you take at the end of your program may 
require you to have access to this work for culminating assignments and/or reflections. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated at any level on any assignment.  The 
reality of cyberspace has made academic dishonesty even more tempting for some, but 
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be advised that technology can and will be used to help uncover those engaging in 
deception.  If you ever have a question about the legitimacy of a source or a procedure 
you are considering using, ask your instructor.  As the University Academic Council 
approved on May 29, 2003, “The penalty for plagiarism or any other form of academic 
dishonesty will be failure in the course in which the academic dishonesty occurred.  
Students who commit academic dishonesty can be dismissed from the university by the 
provost/director.”  
Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Policies section of the online course menu 
for important information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism and 
cheating, including examples and explanations of these issues. 
 
Student Handbook 
Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource 
Room on the course menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the 
student handbook online for your campus. 
 
Please see Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies. 

Blackboard Technical Support 
The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use 
Blackboard as well as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa 
University offers technical support from 8 a.m. to midnight Central Time for all students, 
staff, and faculty at no cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact information. 
 
Ottawa University’s Mission 
The mission of Ottawa University is to provide the highest quality liberal arts and 
professional education in a caring, Christ-centered community of grace which integrates 
faith, learning and life. The University serves students of traditional age, adult learners 
and organizations through undergraduate and graduate programs. 
 


